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HE Number 71 Inhabitants, t the Vale 72 Band. "the Trade; the. 
& Riches, and the Strength 9 ; every Free State, * * in P ro- 
portion to their Navigable Rivers. 
For, as People increaſed, Communities were feds 3 who * 
to Manufacturers, which began firft Domeſtieb, then Foreign Trade 
Re Commerce : This induced them' to 2 on Navigable Rivers, whereby 4 
might with moſt Eaſe and leaſt Expence mate their Exports and Imports. 
Foreign Trade advanced * 2 ealth, and the Expetation.of Profit increaſed the 
Number of Inhabitants of ſuch Towns; and with them advanced H. »/barrdry and 
Ferding, and the Value of Land; the Manufattures ulſo flourifhed with the Manu- 
fatturers, and Traffick with Domeſtick and Foreign Neighbours became more and more 
extended : T his introduced Shipping and Sramen, „ our mi ele in A our "Defence 
m War. 
Ir is to Trade and Navigation we are bebolden for what — ver debe of 
foreign Parts; and to our Settlements abroad : And as the induſtrious Merchants 
were emulous of out-doing each other, by getting firft' into « new” Place of Trade, 
our Commerce has by that Means been extended to all Parts of the World : We now 
export to all foreign Kingdoms the Manufattures and Produtts we abound in, and 
they want ; and import from them Things neceſſary in their flrad; aud by un much 
as the Produce of 4 the Nation have exceeded our Wants, by ſo muob"as\'our Wealth 
mcreaſed, the Remainder being fold for Bullion : And this Riches is tifher fed through 
the whole Kingdom, by "means of our _Navigable Rivers : T'bey prevent money 
centering in any ane Place, which if it was to do, would ruin Trade, _ diſable 
the Country to pay the neceſſary Taxes. | 
Of all the Navigable Rivers in England, the River of Great Ouſe i is one of the 
chief; which; for the Uſefulneſs of it, an ancient Author -calls Via Lactea, quæ 
merces & alta vitæ neceſſaria infert & defert : Ejuſque in oftio, - inſtar clavis, 
Lenna ſedit. He compares the River Ouſe to the Milky May, by reaſon f thoje 
Accommodations , Merchandize, Food, and neceſſary Proviſiont, \which are con- 
Anti carried up and down it: And Era fits at the Door of this n as it wore 
4 Turnkey it. $ | 
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The PR E F ACE. 


The Port of Lyn ſupplies Six Counties wholly, and Three in part, by means of 
Great Ouſe, and the many other Rivers that branch out of it : Upon theſe Streams 
Nand.-the large populous T. owns — Buckingham — Bedford Huntington —Elx 
Northampton Peterborough — Mildenhall — Brandon — Thetford — Bury 
St. Edmond's—Cambridge : Al. which depend chiefly on 'the Navigathon ; and 

"all a6hich the Merchants at Lyn ſupply with Maritime Commodities: Their Exports 


end Imports enrich and furniſh the Country, and raiſe a great Revenue 1% the G- 


vernment; and cre National Advantages thr Port of Lyn 16 . by few * f 


| of this Kingdom. 


© And as the River Ouſe 7s inferior fo no one Mover: 5 l Extent of i its Inland Na- 
vigation, it it ſuperior to any one in reſpect of Draining ; it being the Sewer and 
Outfall of the great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, of near 400,000 
Acres; of the Province of Marſhland, of 40,000 Acres; of the Hundred 4 Clack- 
cloſe and Parts adjacent, of above 10,000 Acres of Land. 

1 ſhould have ſaid the River Ouſe was thus famous for Navigation and Dr . 
Indeed it is far, very far from being fo now, having for ſeveral Years laſt paſt gra- 
dually decayed, inſomuch that it is rendered incapable of draining any of the afore- 

ſaid Lands, and will be loft to Navigation in à very ſhort Time. 

This is a Truth confeſſed by the Corporation of Adventurers, as well as by the 
Inhebitants of the Country, and the Corporation of Lyn : All Parties acknowledge 
the Mzisfortune, for they all ſuffer ; but all do not 5-8 in the Cauſe of this gene- 
ral Calamity, nor in the Method that muſt be put in practice to relieve them ; but 
all agree and declare, that if ſomething be not done, this Country will be rendered 
uninhabitable, and the Navigation of the Port of Lyn ill be loft, and the Univer- 

fity of Cambridge, and all the great Towns fituate on the Rivers for the Benefit of 
Navigation, muſt with it decay and become impoveriſhed ; and the Cuſtoms and Duties 
of the State be in Conſequence thereof greatly leſſened. 

As navigable Rivers are of ſuch untverſal Benefit ; as the River Ouſe is one of 
the principal Rivers of this Kingdom ; and as the Loſs of it will be attended with 
Juch fatal Conſequences, and is inevitable, unleſs ſome ſpeedy Method be put in 
practice to prevent it; the Corporation of Lyn were under a Neceſſity of repre- 
ſenting the dreadful Apprehenfions they labour under, to the Honourable Perſon to 
whom theſe Papers are inſcribed : They have had ſo many Years Experience of bis 
great and faithful Services, that they could not but entertain ſome Hope of having 
their River and Harbour amended and preſerved. 

In purſuit of this deſirable End, that Honourable Gentleman engaged Col. Arm- 
ſtrong, Chief Engineer of England, to view the Port and Harbour of Lyn ; which 
he performed; and alſo viewed the River Ouſe, and all the navigable Rivers that 
branch out of it : And at the Requeſt of the Right Honourable the Earl of Lincoln, 
the Colonel alſo viewed the Fenn. 

By bis Direction and Advice, and at the Requeſt of the Corporation of Lyn, 
and of ſeveral Gentlemen of the adjacent Country, theſe Surveys of the ſaid Rivers 
and of Lyn Harbour were made ; and this Account of the ancient and preſent State 
of Navigation and Draining in theſe Parts was ordered by the Right Honourable 
Robert Walpole, E/; to be drawn up, that ſo all Parties may know their true 
Intereſt, and be induced to act as confiſtently as Navigation and Draining ſhall ap- 
pear imſeparable. 

How far theſe Papers will anſwer the great Deſign, I dare not preſume to determine: 
{The Country have a Maxim among themſelves, That he that will do any Good 
in Sewing, muſt do it againſt the Will of ſuch as ſhall have Profit.”) But as 

they ſet the Cauſes of Prejudice to Navigation and Draining in à clear Light, 
and ſhew a Method that if practiſed may reſtore both, tis hoped they will have 
the intended Effet : And then the End will crown the Work with Honour and 
Safety, and make large Room for People and Habitation, with as much Advantage 
to the State, as any other Part of the Kingdom can afford. 


But 


The PREFAGE. 


But if, after all, they will fupinely neglect their Preſervation, or con Yak to be 

PO mfatuated or perverſe, not to unite, and come into Meaſures to prevent the 

growing Danger; it is certain that, as the River Ouſe ig already ſo choaked up as 

to be rendered utterly incapable of draming the Fens and the adjacent Country, That 

River and the Harbour of Lyn will alſo in a ſhort time be loſt to Navigation, {hike 

| the Harbour of Rye, and the River Rother) beyond all Recovery. So will Decay, 
Poverty and Deſolation be entailed on their Poſterity. 

Should this be the Caſe, as. theſe Papers prove it mevitably muſt be, unleſs 
Meafures are unanimouſly and ſpeedily taken to prevent it; it will however be 
remembered to the laſting Honour of the Corporation of Lyn, that they have at all 
Times, and on all Occaſions, bravely and conſtantly exerted themſelves for the common 
Service; and that they have acquitted themſelves fo Poſterity. 

Having given this Account of the Defign in general, I ſhall now mw my grate- 
ful Acknowledements to the Gentlemen who afſifted me to compoſe it. 

From Edmond Rolfe, Eſq; Alderman of Lyn, I had many oof uſeful Papers 
relating to the Navigation of that Port, after Denver Sluices were built. And he 
alſo favoured me with the valuable Manuſcript of Mr. Richard Atkins of Outwell, 
who flouriſhed the Beginning of King James I. Reign. He was an eminent Commiſ- 
frioner of the Sewers, a Man of great Learning and Experience, and, as Sir Wil- 
liam Dugdale ſays, a notable Obſerver of the Feng. He was conſulted by all the 
Undertakers of his Time, and was Surveyor of the Works of Sewers. 

From this Manuſcript, which is allowed in Evidence, is printed great Part of 
the State of the Fens before the general Undertaking to drain them commenced, to 
which his Name is for the moſt part prefixed. 

From the Learned Mr. Bateſon of Magdalen, I had a Manuſcript of the ſame 
Mr. Atkins, which he preſented to Andrews, Biſhop of Ely, Anno 1688.—Thez 
Manuſcript Propoſal of the Lord Gorges, for draining the Fens, and many other 
valuable Papers relating to the Fens. 

As no Man underſtands this Affair better, or has made more Obſervations re- 
. to it, ſo no body is more communicative, nor more hearty in promoting the 
Good of theſe Parts; which the great Afiſtance he generouſly gave me all the time 
I have been about this Work, ſufficiently teſtify. 

Jam alſo particularly obliged to Nathaniel Green, Eſq; of the Corporation of 
Adventurers, for ſeveral kind Communications, and for the Map of the great Level 
of the Fens, with the Adventure Lots. 

And now I ſhall conclude nearly in the Words of the Commiſſioners of Sewers when 
they requeſted the Lords of the Privy Council, Anno 1618. to ſend a Clerk of their 
Board as a difinterefied Perſon with them, to view the Fens, &c. and to report his 
Opinion to their Lordſhips, that one conſtant and reſolute Courſe might be directed by 
Order of that Board for the general Draining: 

« That as. a Perſon indifferent to all Parts and Parties, I have truly and with- 
% cut Partiality ſhewed the Feafibleneſs of reſtoring Navigation and Draining in 
« theſe Parts, and the fitteſt Means to effect it. 
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| 7 E River of Great Ouſe traced from its Spring-head to its Influx into the 
85 Sea, and a Deſcription f all the Rivers that empty their Waters into it : With 
a Compariſon between the Ouſe and the Thames, the Severn, Humber, &c. 
which proves this to be naturally as capable of Navigation and Draining, as'thoſe 
Rivers are, a | Page 1 
57 | e. Ab {ets 
Of the ancient good State of the Navigation of Lyn, Cambridge, Sc. upon the 
River Ouſe, and in all the Rivers that have their Courſe through the great Level 
of the Fens, called Bedford Level; and of the Width and Depth of the River 
Ouſe, Lyn Haven and Channel to Seaward in thoſe Times, Pp. 6 


8 EC T. III. 1 
Of the fruitful Condition of the Fent while the Outfall at Wiſbich was perfect: 
The Loſs of that Outfall proved to have been the Cauſe of this Low Country 
being ſurrounded : How it came to decay: Of the ſeveral particular 
Attempts made towards Draining in theſe Parts: Of the Care taken not to 
impair the Navigation of Lyn, Cambridge, &c. And of the Goodneſs of 
the River Ouſe during thoſe particular Attempts, "0: 1% 


| nn | | 

Of the Undertaking for a general Draining of the great Level of the Fens; and of 
the Limitations and Reſtraints ſtipulated in the Adventurers original Propoſals, 
Contratts, and Proceeding, for the preſerving the Navigation of the Port of 
King's-Lyn, and of Cambridge, in all the Rivers that have their Courſe thro' 
the ſame, &c. with the Arguments for and againſt the Scheme that was followed 
to drain the Fens, p- 26 


TI. IX, 
Of Denver Slurces being erected, by the Adventurers, croſs the River of Great Ouſe 
near Salters-Lode, beneath the Mouths of all the Navigable Rivers that have 
their Courſe through the South Level, and thereby ſtopping the Tidal-Flood out 
of its ancient Receptacles. The Petition of Lyn and Cambridge againſt thoſe 
Sluices being built : Of the making the Hundred-feet Drain, and building 
Sluices croſs the Ouſe at the Hermitage near Erith, and thereby turning the 
Waters of Ouſe out of their natural and deep Channel down that ſhallow Drain: 
Of the rumous Effects of theſe Works to Navigation: And of the many 
Attempts of Lyn and Cambridge towards a Relief, P- 50 


S Ber. . 

Of the good Condition of the South Level before Denver Sluices were erected for 
the Benefit of that Level only: And of the bad State of Draining in that 
Diviſion of the Fens fince thoſe Sluices were built with the Reaſons thereof 
aſſigned, p- 72 

| S 5 CT. -VIL, 8 

Of the preſent ſad State of the Navigation of Lyn and Cambridge, Cc. and of 
the Navigable Rivers that have their Courſe through the great Level of the Fens, 
and of Draining in thoſe Fens, in the Province of Marſhland, and in the Hun- 
dreds and Parts adjacent, i. e. from the Time Denver Sluices were undermined 


and deſtroyed by the Tides, Anno 1713. to the Year 1725. p- 86. 


„ 

Of the Method that muſt be taken to reinſtate the River of Great Ouſe, &c. Lyn 
Haven and Channel to Seaward in their ancient Depth, and render them abſolute 
and compleat for Navigation and Draining : How it will be effected, if this 
Method be put in Practice, and in what Time, P- 98 


$6544 $4$$$$0$$$5$$$$$654$$$$ $$$ $s $6644 4402.4 


. 


| ag 3. Line 29. for ran read runs. L. 30. dele there. P. 10. 1. 37. for / r. of: P. 12. I. 11. fora 

r. 1. P. 16. I. 29. for Guyhune r. Guyhirn. P. 22. I. 9. for New r. North. P. 5 I. 23. r. 1620. P. 53. 
for did r. does. for favell r. flow. P. 62. I. 1. for Harrimere r. Hermitage. P. 67. 1. 41. for of r. for. 
P. 74. 1. 31. r. 1604. P. 76. I. 6. r. yearly 1000 Gift-Beaſts, P. 83. 1. 41. for any r. that. P. 138. 1. t. 
r. draining of the Fens, | 


x 620, 


I 650, 


* 
| F . , 8 je Of 
a F * N . . _ Ke ” 0 9 * v w 4 4 . * 9 © 5 0 4 ” © 5 0 
. "4 ” we” = = 4 » 4 os = 4 + * 4 4 4 ” 
— 
r. of 1. TY <Y 
4 * wv . * ; oy - 


An ABSTRACT of the Ancient 


. "Tha: 8 5 — 
3 en 2 A. 
1 AL. 


1 FR 


4 


ELAINE 
bt 61411 not | 

| and Preſent 
State of the Navigation of Lynn, Cambridge, &c. 
and of Draining in the Fens, called Bedford Level, &c. 


8 


1. 


- 
* 
ous . 
* 
f S & 


— — 


* 
* 


oo 


s the free Admiſſion. of the Tides, and the natural Courſe of the Freſbes have kept 
open the great Rivers Thames, Humber, &c. that lie upon as foul Seas, are as 
— crooked in their Courſes, and have at leaſt as vaſt Heaps of Sand at their Months 

ss has the Oaſe: Whoſe Freſhes and whoſe natural Receptacles for the Tides 

9 are not ſuperior to thoſe of Ouſe As theſe Rivers are kept open by the un- 
reſtrain'd Flux and Reflux of the Sea; ſo was the Ouſe, until the Adventurers built 
A Denver-Sluices croſs it, Ec. and ſhut the Tides out of their ancient Receptacles. 


AX Which Works were prejudicial to the Navigation of Lynn and Cambridge; &c. and 
to Draining in the Ereat Level of the Fens, in Marſhland, and the Hundreds and Parts adjacent. 


| | To prove this we ſhall ſhew, | 
1. The good State of the Ouſe, and of Navigation and Draining, till Denver Dam and the Hermitage 
©  &luices were erected, and the New Bedford River was made. 

2. 'The ſad Condition of Navigation and Draining ſince thoſe Works were made. 


To prove the firſt, we need go no farther back than E. 3. about 386 Years ſince. «1 

Then the River going to Lynn was ſo capacious, that Marſbland fearing the Rage of theTides, pe- 
tition'd the River might be ſtraitned at Lynn, (it being 540 Feet wide) to keep out the Tides ; but 
that Corporation oppos'd it in the then Parliament, and prevented it. 

The River Ouſe was ſo deep between Salter's-Lode and Lynn, that its Bottom was fourteen Feet under 
Soil. It was then famous for Navigation, and Draining the adjacent Lands. 

The Commiſſioners of Sewers obſerv'd, that Low-water-Mark was ten Feet lower than the Superfi- 
cies of the Fens at Salter's-Lode, but there wanted Drains to convey the Fen Waters into it. 

The Commiſſioners of Sewers found the River Ouſe, from Salters-lode to the Outfall of Lynn, much in- 
creas'd in Breadth and Depth, and that it had a very quick Current. KY, 

Sir Clement Edmunds, one of the Clerks of the Privy-Council, was ſent into theſe Parts by thoſe Lords, 
at the Requeſt of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, to view. the Fens and their Outfalls : He reported 
That the Onutfall of the River Ouſe was Ample and Creat, gave large Paſſage for the freſb Waters deſcending 
from the Inland Countries, and alſo to the Tides from Sea, inſomuch that the Haven of Lynn had been 
worn wider and deeper in Memory of Man. Alſo 

Mr. Richard Atkins, an eminent Commiſſioner of the Sewers, whoſe Manuſcripts have conſtantly 
been allow'd in Evidence, writes, That the Abundance of freſh Waters making their Paſſage by this 
Courſe, gave the Sea a more ſpacious Inlet; the one as it were preparing the way, and the other main- 
taining it with much Increaſe, ſo that Lynn-haven was at that time (A. D. 1618.) 660 Feet wide. 

Lynn-bhaven was ſo deep that Ships rode at Anchor in 12 Feet Water at Low-water. 

The Chanel to Seaward was ſo wide and deep, that the biggeſt Ships could ſail between Lynn and the Sea 
with Neip-Tides. | 

The Inland Navigation was ſo good. in all the Rivers, viz. Ouſe, Stoke, Brandon, Mildenhall, and 
Grant, that Keels could ſail with Forty Tun Freight 36 Miles from Lyun towards Cambridge at ordinary 
Neip-Tides ; and as far as Huntington with Fifteen Tun Freight. 

And Barges with Ten Chaldron of Coals could fail up Brandon River to Thetford: And as far in 
Proportion up the Rivers Mzdenhall, Stoke, &c. By all which Rivers the Port of Lynn was capable 
of the moſt extenſive Inland Navigation of any Port of England, 

Denver Dam and Sluices, &c. were made, 


As the Rivers were thus famous for Navigation before thoſe Sluices were built, ſo were they alſo good 
Sewers for the Fens they ran through. As for Example : 


Mr. Atkins ſays Had the River Ouſe been deepned between Erith and Ely by removing the Cravels, 
and widen'd by removing the Heres, the Feus would have been good Meadows— So ſays the Lord Popham, 
who undertook the Draining, Anno 1605. | 

Sir Clement Edmunds reported to the Lords of the Privy-Council, That the Country all along by the 
River Ouſe, both in Cambridgeſhire, and in the Ie of Ely, being a very Rich Soil, and well inhabited, 
was not much troubled with Water, but in time of Floods, caus'd by Weeds, Weres, and Cravels, 
but would not have been drowned, if thoſe Stops to the Floods had been remov'd; becauſe, ſays he, 
below Ely the River bas a ſwift Current, and gives large Paſſage for the freſh Waters. But Sir Clement ſays, 
Dr. Richardſon Vicechancellor, made earneſt Inſtance, that due Conſideration might be had, feuring the 
removing the Gravels ſhould take away all Navigation in Summer-time, to the Prejudice of the Univer- 
ſity and Town of Cambridge. : 

The firſt Undertakers for Draining, as a Recompence, made their Demands of part of each Fen, 
proportionable as each was drowned more or leſs : Which Demands ſhew, 

That all the Lands from St. Ives, (the South Bound of the South Level) to below Soham, were in 
Nature River Meadow. And, | | 

Thar all the Lands from Sobam to Stoke River, (the North Bound of the South Level) were good 
Summer Lands. 'The Undertakers promiſes to makethem Winter Lands. | | 

The Inhabitants ofthe South Level petition'd the Parliament againſt the Adventurers ; which Petitions ſhew, 

That that Diviſion of the Feus was never hurtfully overflow d. 

In this good Condition was the South-Level, and in this good State were the Navigalle Rivers that 

have their Cozr/e through it, before any Undertakers meddled with them. * 
n 


o 
FP 
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The Adventsrers tnecattd theſe 1 
e ein 48 1. +. 3 
1. In Contempt of Magus Charta, and Ten or more Statutes” of this Realm, made to prevent Ob- 


| ſtrutions, &c. in Navigable Streams. 1 „ a Be 
| Seas wes Apunft the Conſent of Lym and Cambridge, as their Pesitions to the Commiſſioners, Ano I 650, ſhew. 
28 | 3. Contrary to all the Rules of Draining. 
uh, 4- Againſt the Opinion of the moſt knowing and Fudicious Artifts of thoſe Pimes: Some of them 
| averr'd, that it was impoffible to Drain by Slnices ; and declar'd that the Undertakers muſt in Time deſert 
thoſe Artificial Works, and TImbenk the natural Rivers. But to ſave the Charge of making and maintaining J 
ſuch Banks, tho they had 95,000 Acres. given to them and their Heirs for every ito. enable them to 
dear ſuch Charge, they built Denver Dam and Siuices, &c. by a Decree of their Corfpration, ( Auno 
1650, ) the Majority but one fingle Vote. | * 20 56 | "> # 
No ſooner were theſe Sluices erected, and the Tides by them ſhut out of their ancient Receptacles, 
W - 4 (vix.) the Rivers Ouſe, Stoke, Brandon, Mildenball and Grant, that they flow'd into before, and fill'd 
| Twice in every Twenty Four Hours; which great Quantity of Water, in its Return bark to Sea, 
| followed by the freſh Waters, kept the River, Haven and Chanel open, in the fame Manner as the Tides 
| | and Freſhes keep open the Thames, Humber, and all other great Rivers: 
f I fay, no ſooner were theſe Sluces erected, but for want of their uſual great Stock of Back Water to 
| ebb through them, they immediately filted up from the ſaid Sluices quite to Sea. Inſomucb, 
1. That in Two Years time Ships could not Sail between the Sea and Lynn, but with Spring-Tides 


x , only : Whereas before they could with Neip-Tides. | | 
4 | 2. In the Haven there was but the Depth of Two Feet at Low-water, where Ships us'd to ride in the 


Il; | Depth of 'T'welve Feet at Low-water. 

''S 3. The River between Lynn and the Juice, had its Bottom rais'd with Sand Ten Feet High in Two 
[ Nears Time, and remain'd ſo, as appear'd by ſounding the River near Salters-lode, at a View of the 
Commiſſioners of Sewers, in Preſence of the late Sir H. Hobart, Sir F. Turner, R. Walpole, Eſq; &c. In 
Conſequence whereof, there could be no Inland Navigation but with Spring Tides only; and then with 
if flat Bottom Boats of ſmall Burthen only: (here large Keels were formerly uſed. ). So prejudicial were 
theſe Sluices, Ce. to Navigation. TN Py 

| And to draining, they were more pernicious ; for the Land-Floods that in Winter pour'd down 
| the new Bedford River, kept the Sluice-Doors ſhut for Weeks together, ſo that the River Waters of the 
South-Level were hem'd in, forced to riſe high, and overflow that very Diviſion of the Fens, ( for whoſe 
ſake alone the Sluices were erected) nor could the Floods of the Middle-Level get to Sea, the River 
F on Lynn Side the Sluices being ſilted up too high to receive their Waters; ſo that that Level in 
4 its Downfall Water, and by Breaches of the new Bedford Banks, became entirely drown'd, 
inſomuch that the Inhabitants ſuſtained Loſſes to the Value of 100,000 Pounds and upwards, to 
the utter Ruin of many of them. As the Caſe of the Land-holders ſet forth; and the Petitions of Marſb- 
Land, and the Hundreds and Parts adjacent to the River Ouſe, between the Fens and Lynn, complained 
of their being grievouſly annoy'd with Water all the time Denver Sluices ſtood. 

1 The Tides undermin'd Denver Sluices, and blew them up, (but not the eight Foot Dam) and ſince 

| 1713. that time the Spring-Tides, which do put up into the Rivers of the South-Level, being over-rid and 

i kept back from getting to Sea for ſome time by the Hundred-foot Waters, and by the eight Foot Dam, 

0 drop their Sit in thoſe Rivers And the Land-floods which deſcend the high ſituate Hundred-foot 
i730 | in Winter, take their way through the Remains of Denver S/uices into the Sourh Level, drowning 

| thoſe Lands, and over-riding thoſe Rivers, and inſtead of going to their natural Ourfall to Sea by Lynn, 
they drop their Sullage, and choak up the Ouſe toward Cambridge above one Foot every Year. : 

Thus Spring-Tides and Land-floods, which keep open and naturally maintain the deep and wide Channels 
of Thames, Humber, &c. and which us'd to keep open the Ouſe, do now by means of theſe Works 
choak it up, inſomuch that the Bottom of the Ouſe (which was before the Adventureſhip 14 Feet under 
Soil, is now rais'd higher than the Superficies of the Fens; ſo that the Floods that deſcend the Hun- 
dred Foot in Winter, and conſtantly overflow the unembank'd South Level, are hemm'd in and confin'd 
there all the Summer, and there ſtagnating, great Part of that Diviſion of the Fens is uſually 3 Feet un- 
der Water at May-day. 

Thus that Level which was before the Adventureſhip good and profitable Summer Land, has long been, 
and is now by means of their Works drowned and impoveriſhed. So alſo is greateſt Part of the middle Level. 

And the Adventurers have not only drowned the Fens which they undertook, and ſtand obliged to drain, 
but alſo 60000 Acres of Land in Marſbland, and the Hundreds of Freebridge and Clackcioſe, that were 
before their Undertaking rich Meadow and Paſture, of greater Value than the whole South Level. 

As theſe artificial Works ( which were made contrary to Law and to the Rules of Draining ) have been 
by fatal Experience found to be the Ruin of Draining, as they will alſo be of Navigation too, in 4 or 5 
Years time; they ought to be deſerted (as it was foretold they would be) and the River Ouſe ought to 
have that natural Courſe given it again, which it had before the Adventureſhip when it was famous for 
Navigation, and wanted only to have been embank'd in ſome Places, and clear'd of Gravels, to have 
made it abſolute for Draining. And when the Freſhes have their natural Courſe again, when the Tides 
have free Admiſſion into their ancient Receptacles, and the certain Rules of Drainipg are followed; vix. 
to embank the Rivers, as the Lord Gorges, late Surveyor Gcneral of the Fens advis'd, Ec. and as Col. John 
Armſtrong, His Majeſty's Engineer General now propoſes: When this is done, (as it muſt be, or elſe 
Navigation and Draining muſt be for ever loſt ) it is demonſtrable, that the River Ouſe, Lyn-haven, 
and the Chanel to Seaward, will be reinſtated in their ancient Depth, and become famous for both, in as 
ſhort time as they were choaked up after the Adventurers artificial Works were made, viz. in two or 
three Years; and after that is effected, be worn by the continual Arion of the Tides and Freſhes more 
and more capacious, to the future Improvement of Navigation and Draining. : 

N. B. The Horſhoe Sluices gave Occaſion to the Decay of Wisbech River; aud Craven Sluices have 

ruin d the once famous Harbour of Rye, in like manner as Denver Sluices have prejudiced Lynn Hare 


bour, Theſe Stnices have alſo drowned the Lands they were deſign d to drain. 
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And of the reſt of the Water-Towns in thoſe Warte 
__ And of the Navigable Rivers that have their Outfall to Sea through | 
--Lyn-Heyen, and their Courſe through the Great Level of the Fens, " 
Kllled Bedford Level: And the Ancient and Preſent State of Drain- 

- hoy in that Level, Marſhland, and the Hundreds and Parts adjacent. 
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- SECT. I. 


th * of Great Ouſe traced from its Spring-head to its Influx into be 
Sea; end a Deſcription of all the other Rivers that empty their Waters 
into it : With a Compariſon between the Ouſe and the Thames, the Severn, 
Humber, &c. which proves this to be naturally as 2 of Navige- 
tion and re ar thoſe Rivers are. 


ST N Hornet Ages the Chanel of Lene band (as by good Re- 
BI cords appeareth) was not above ſix Poles bicsd. Then 
N Ouſe p parva (alias Brandon) and Stoke Waters only had their 
By Influx into the Sea by Lenne; which Waters when united a 
Wy little above Salters-lode, (about ſixteen Miles from Lenne) 
paſſed thro* a narrow River, then 2 Wiggenbale Eea. 
But the Outfall by Wisbech decaying, for Ca es hereaftet 

| aſſigned, the Waters of Great Ouſe were let fall into Ouſe Par- 
va pebyan a new River made from Littleport-Ch4ir to Rebeck, its former Courſe be- 
om Little > by 3 and 2 to the North Sea by Wisbech, as I ſhall 

in he next Section ſhew. But now its Courſe being thro? this new Cut, and 
Joining Ouſe Parva and Stoke Waters, they : all paſſed with united Force to Lenne, 
and did by degrees grind and wear their Chanel wider and deeper; making 
thereby ſo ſpacious an Inlet to the Tides from Sea, and ſo good an Outfall for 
the Fen-Waters, that it became one of the moſt famous Rivers in this Kingdom 
for Navigation and Draining. And ſuch is its Length from its Spring-head' to its 
Influx i into me Sea 3 ſo many are the er eh it runs troughs 1051 ſo great are 


ths C 
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| the Quantities of freſh Water it receives, that in wen rivals the Hau- 
ber and the Severn, and is ſcarcely inferior to Thames; and indeed it will app 
do be as conſiderable a River as moſt in England, if we compare the Maps here- 
_ unto anhex'd, and duly weigh the following Survey and Deſcription, which 
traces the Ouſe from its Spring-head in Northamptonſbire. to its Ourfall by Lenne, 
taking hotice of all the Rills, Brooks and Rivers it receives in its Courſe, © 


* Va or Ouſe, formerly Iſa, hath its Head on a gentle riſing Ground full of 
| bubbling Fountains near Brackley in the County of Northampton ( ſee the Map 
of all the Rivers that have their Courſe thro' the Fens )- 160 Miles. from its In- 

i flux into the Sea: longer than Humber, long as Severn, and wants not 10 

Miles of the Length of Thames. As the Water goeth « 

} | In its way from its Spring before it runs (12 Miles) to Buckingham,” it takes 
, in two Rills from the North, rifing near Stow and Taxley: and two Miles below 
| Buckingham, it receives from the North-Weſt a Rill from Lillingſton-Dorrel; and 
from the South-Weſt, a River of three principal Heads, the firſt riſing at Fritwell 
in Ox A, deſcends to Hardwick, there receives a Rill, and paſſes on by 
Fringford and Goddenton, where it enters Buckinghamſhire ;, and after a Courſe of 
| about twenty Miles, receives near Eaſt-Claydon the ſecond Rill from Whitchurch; 
and about four Miles farther, the third Fill of ſeveral Heads riſing near Winſlow, 

Upper-Weale and Shenly, all in Buckinghamſhire, With theſe Waters 1t runs about 
| three Miles farther, and empties it {elf at Thornton into Ouſe, after a Courſe of 
. thirty Miles; bringing with it the Downfal and Springs of Buckinghamſhire, and 
of Part of Oxfordſbire., Then doth Ouſe deſcend to Stony-/tratford and Wolver- 

ton (about five Miles farther) at which laſt Place it receives from the Weft the 

River Vidon out of Northamptonſhire; having its Springs at Sulgrave and Ane 

falling under Tauceſter Grafton, and then to Wolverton, after a Courſe of about 

twenty Miles, loſing its Name at its Fall into Ouſe. Which deſcends, about 

ſeven Miles lower, to Newport-pagnel, where 1t receives from the South a River 

of two Heads; the one deſcending from Whipſuade, the North Confines of the 

Counties of Buck. Bedford, and Hertfordſhires, three Miles from Dunſtable ; falls 

down by Leighton, Middleton-Keynes, and within two Miles of Newport, where 

it receives the ſecond Branch falling from Halcot; and then, after about thir 

Miles Circuit yields his full Force into Ouſe at Newport aforeſaid. Then-dott 

Ouſe make his Progreſs in a moſt crooked Courſe by Olney, Bletneſhoe, Bedford 

and Tempsford, between thirty and forty Miles lower from Newport; and there 

receives into it from the South, a ſwift River of five principal Heads: The firſt 

from Woburn, the ſecond from Tuddington, the third from Berton, all in Bedford- 

ſbire; the fourth from Hitchin, the fifth from Baldock, both in Hertfordſhire. All 

which are conjoin'd at Shelford, Langford, and under Bigleſwade; and then paſ- 

ſing by Sandy, fall into Ouſe at Tempsford aforeſaid, after a Courſe of between 

twenty and thirty Miles from the Spring at Woburn. Then doth Ouſe continue 

its Courſe about five Miles farther to St. Neots in Hunting donſbire, receiving from 

the South a River of two Heads from Granſden and Stow, falling by Eynesbury 

and St. Neot into Ouſe; which paſſeth on one Mile farther to Paxton Parva, untl 

there receives from the Weſt the River Hayle, which beginneth about Perton-bif, 

and runneth by Stoughton Magna, Aleweſton, and falleth into Ouſe between 

St. Neot and Paxton Parva, after running about ten Miles. From hence the Ouſe 
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continues his Courſe to Bugden and the Offords, until it come to Brampton, abo 
eight Miles from Paxton Parva, where it maketh an Iſland, called Portmead; a 
there it receiveth from the We# under Hinchinbrook a Rill of two Heads, the 
firſt from Brenton, twelve Miles up into the Country; the ſecond from Gidney 
Magna and Aukenbury, ſixteen Miles off. 

Then the Ouſe carries all theſe Waters united under Huntington-Bridge, and 
about eight Miles farther, waſhing St. Tves, flow on ſeven Miles lower to Erith; 
where it did anciently divide it ſelf into two Branches: One called the Weit- 
Water (ſuppos'd to have been a Slaker to eaſe the other Branch of Ouſe) ran 
North, upon the Partition of the County of Huntington and the Iſle of Ely, un- 
der Chatteris to Benwick, where it met with Part of the River Nene; and then 
both ran to March-Bridge, and thence to Upwell : Where it met the other Branch 
deſcending to Harrimere, and then with Grant to Ely, Littleport and Welney, and 


ſo to Upwell, and thence united to Wisbech (of which more hereafter, But 
* upon 
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Tract of ten Miles b Water, whereas by Land 'tis reckon'd 


che Decay of that'Outfall; theſe Brünches took a back Courſe; the laſt 
men ti ord to Linleport, and the N eft-Water to Erith-Bridge, where It formerly 
had its Courſe out of *Owſe (faith Sir Clement Edmonds) and ran with Ouſe to 
Audyey-Cuu ey upon the Confines of the Iſle of Ely and COIL, and Was 
for the moſt part thereof defended with Banks: and paſſing on y Haddenham, 
Wyvelingham and Stretham to Herrimer, about thirteen Miles below Erich, re- 


Grants, or Cambridge River, of three principal Heads. The firſt beginning Grant Flu. 
near Aſbwel l in Hertfordſhire, deſcends Wert of Gilden. morden into Cambridgeſtire,, no» 
and after running fix Miles, takes in a Rill from Baffingborn, and then runs about 
four Miles farther, till beyond Arrington they are joined by another from Wad- 
don, and about two Miles lower by a Rill from Meldrich; and theſe run together 
about two Miles farther to Harlfon, where it receives a Brook of three Springs 
riſing near Newton and Foulmere; and all theſe paſs united with a conſiderable 
Stream two Miles farther to Granchefter, and there meet the ſecond and third 
Branches conjoin'd : the one from Henham and EEG called the River Rea; 
the other from Barlow and Linton, all in Efex; and both Streams meeting at 
Shelford, paſs on and join the other Branch at Grancheſter aforeſaid, and all run 
with united Force three Miles farther to Cambridge, taking with them confidera- 
ble Quantities of Water that comes from the ſmall Bridges near that Place; and 
iſſuing together thro* Grant-Bridge does a Mile below receive Qui Waters, which 
come from Springs at Feverſbam and both Wilbrabams And three Miles lower, 
Botſham-Bridge Waters, which riſe in many Places in the Country, and goes. 
thro' Swalf bam, falling into Grant about one Furlong below Garden-tree. _ But of 
ancient Time it fell into Reach-lode, and ran to Upwere, for the River of Grant 
paſſing formerly from Bech to Charlfen in Cottenbam, and ſo into Ouſe, was di- 
verted, and by a ſtrait Courſe turned down by another Branch of the ſame Ri- 
ver to Harrimere. N09 55s | | I 
From Garden-tree, the Waters of Grant ran about ten Miles to Harrimere; and 
there, after having made a Progreſs from their Spring about thirty Miles, bring- 
ing with them the Springs and Downfal of Cambridgeſhire, Part of Hertfordſhire 
and Eſſex, yield their full Force into Ouſe at Harrimere, where Grant loſeth his 
Name. Then doth Ovſe, with all the foremention'd Waters, deſcend toward 
Ely, and in its Progreſs thither receives Soam-meere Waters, which iſſue from 
the Springs of Chippenham, Snaylwell, Exuing, Lanward, and the Downfal from 
all the Heaths and hilly Pariſhes about Newmarker. | 

From Ely the Ouſe paſſeth with a moſt crooked Courſe to Ls making a 

ur 


four Miles Ar | 7 


t | 


ceived 


1 


between Ely and Littleport. Here 


Mildenhall, a Navigable River, from the Eaff, joins the Ouſe (ſee the Mildenhait 
Map) a River of two principal Heads. The Springs of one riſe near Flu. Navig- 
Bradfield, St. George, ind Weltham Magna in Suffolk, and four Miles lower“ 
paſſeth by Bury St. Edmond's; and after receiving a Rill from Fornham- 

Geneiſe touches Lactford, eight Miles farther, and four Miles lower comes to 


Milalenball; and after a Courſe of four Miles below Mildenhall, it receives the 


other Branch near Iſteham-chair, whoſe Springs riſe between Afbly and Dalbam 
upon the Confines of Suffolk and Cambridgeſhire, and fall down by Kenner and 
Badlingham to Iſleham-chaire aforeſaid to the firſt Branch: and both in one Courſe 
paſs together through the Fens near Shippy, taking by the way out of Fordbam 
and Saam Fens a Surcharge of Water Pale by a Slaker from Fordbam Mills by 
the Eaſt Fen of Scam, to the Partition between Soam Fen and Iſſebam, and 
thence into Mildenhall River, which continues his Courſe to Dead-miles-end about 
Prick-willow ,, and there, at fix Miles Diſtance from Iſiebam- chair, falleth into 
Ouſe, after having made a Progreſs of between twenty and thirty Miles. 
Then does Orſe deſcend to 1 7 m2 (where it Numer had its Courſe, as 


is before obſerv'd, to Wisbech; ſee Hayward's Map) and continues its Courſe to 
Priefts-houſes or Rebeck ,, and there it receives 


Ouſe Parva, or Brandon, a Navigable River, from the Eaff (ſee the Map ) a Brandon Fly; 
Stream of five principal Heads: The firſt comes from Mulpit in ' Suffolk, and — 


runs 


[4] 

runs by Norton to Txworth (eight Miles) where it takes in a Rill from Timworrh 
and Pakenham ; and paſſing ten Miles farther by Lon, does, at the Partition of 
Norfolk and Suffolk; receive the ſecond Branch ftom Lapham; and theſe paſs uni- 
ted two Miles to Thetford, (there the firſt Branch loſeth its Name of Ther or $; 
River) where it receives the other three Branches; one riſing Eaſtward out of a 
Lake or Meere near Banham, and goeth to Harling, and a little below joins the 
other two Branches united; one riſing between Attleborom and Ellingham Magna, 
paſſes to Shropſham, and there meets the other Branch from New-Bucknam, and 
they run together till the Ther receives them as aforeſaid; and all together fall 
in at Thetford, and make their way to Brandon eight Miles; and between Hock- 
wold and Wrang ford paſſes. through the Fens to a Place called Rebeck or Priefts- 
houſes, taking by the way Lakenbeath-lode;, and at Rebeck, after having ny 2 
Courſe of between thirty and forty Miles, it uniteth it ſelf to Ouſe Magna: 
and ſuch great Qyantities of Water does it bring with it out of the {andy . 
* of Norfolk,and Suffolk, that it deſervedly retains the ancient Name of Ouſe 
Around. 1 3 * 4 , a eh 
Then doth Great Ouſe continue his Courſe about fix Miles farther, and there 
receives from the Eaſt, | 2 | 


Stoke Flu. Wiſſey, or Stoke River, (ſee the Map) which beginneth at Veſt-Bradenbam in 
Navigable. Norfolk, and falls by the Pickenbams to Great Creſſingham, and thence North to 
Lang ford, to Ikborow, and to Moundford- Bridge, and thence to Norwold; and 
after a Courſe of about twenty Miles under 2 receiving by the way a 
Rill from the North-Ea#, riſing a little above Oakley in the Clay, and paſſing to 
Oxborow, does, a little below the Town, fall into Stoke River; who, ſo united, 
paſs on: and a little below, againſt V N the River receiveth ano- 
ther Rill from a Spring called St. Botolph's Well, rifing near Beauchamp Well, 
and paſſeth to Ea#more-Mill, and thence to Aton-dam, and fo to Whittington- 
Houſes by the way in the Fens parting Stoke and Oxborow. Then doth this Ri- 
ver paſs on to Stoke-Bridge, and thence by many Crooks and Turnings to Helgay- 
Bridge; and by the way receives a Rill from Methwold, parting Methwold and 
Northwold Fens. From Helgay-Bridge the Rivers run with a very ſwift Current 
by Helgay, Fordbam, and Denver Fens into Ouſe, having made a Courſe of about 
thirty Miles, and bringing with it, beſides its Springs, all the Downfal Waters 
between Staff ham and Brandon. | 
Then Ouſe deſcends to Salters-lode, about two Miles farther, where it receives 
from the Veñ Part of the Waters of the River, | 


Nene Flu. Nene, deſcending formerly from Peterborow , under Horſey-bridge, and 
Navigable. thro' the Meeres to March-bridge, (ſee the Map) and from thence to Upreell and 
Outwell, and ſo thro* Well-Creek into Ouſe at Salters-lode aforeſaid. 
Hence does Ouſe, with this great Quantity of Water, paſs under Downham, 
Stow, Magdalen and Germans Bridges, which are not much above a Mile 
diſtant from each other, and from Germans has (as by the old and new Map ap- 
peareth ) a moſt crooked Courſe to Lenne, ſixteen Miles from Salters-lode ;, and 
Sandringham there it receives Lenne River, alias Sandringham Ea from the Ea#, which 
zable River, riſes under Lycham, and coming by Caffle-acre, Narford, and Sech-hith, falls into 
On ſe after a oh between the Hills of between twenty and thirty Miles, at 
the South End of the Port of Lenne. a 
Then Ouſe uttereth the great collected Body of Water it hath brought with it 
out of e Suffolk, Cambridgeſbire, Eſſex, Hertford, Bedford, Buckingham, Oxford, 
and Northamptonſhires into the North Sea, about ten Miles below Lenne, after 
having made a Courſe of about 160 Miles. 
This Abundance of freſh Waters making their Paſſage by this Courſe with 
great Force and Strength, made the Chanel of Ouſe wider and deeper by degrees, 
ſo that ſome hundred Years ago Lenne-baven was from eight worn to forty Poles 
wide: And tho! all poſlible Care has been taken, and the greateſt Induſtry uſed to 
confine the Haven, yet it is at this Day between fifty and /zxty Poles wide in the 
narroweſt Part thereof; a Width much complain'd of by ſome unthinking Peo- 
ple, as if that was the Cauſe of Miſchiefs hereafter explored and accounted for 
and yet it is much narrower than any other Navigable River in the World, fo 
near the Outfall. And the Reaſons why it is ſo narrow are thele : , 
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It is not perhaps above five or ſix, at moſt ſeven hundred Years, fince the Out- 
fall of Wiebech decaying, the River of Great Ouſe was by the ſtrait Cut and 
new River before-mentioned ſent by Lenne to Sea; Wigenbale Eea was till then 
very narrow, but row, theſe great, Quanities of freſh, Waters rapidly forcing 
their Courſe through it and 2 did grind and wear them both wider 
and des per Khun they were before; and tho? the Port of Lenne Regis, Ind the 
Inhabitants of Vuſt-Lenne ( fituate on each Side the River) uſed all poſſible 
Means to defend their Dwellings and Land againſt the Sea, and did confine the 
Waters in as narrow a Compaſs as they could; yet ſuch was the Force of the 
Tides and Freſhes, that they perpetual 1 gain d upo Marſhland, and by degrees 
che Set ſwallowed up che Church of North. Lenne, and many of the Houſes of 
22 11 le — IL? 5 me ies N : 2 


An certain it is, that the Sea will be continually gaining on them; for, from 
Lene 40 Genen bridge, where the Sea and Kid Waters have mote Liberty 
than they have at Lenne, the River was a Mile over ſome hundred Tears 
ſince, and would no doubt have continued a proportionable Width many 
Miles facher, and been by this time abſolute and 5 e for Navigation and 
Draimog, had it not been with perpetual Expence confn'd by and at Germans, 
Magite Job ; Frow and D owaham Bridges, and by the Villages ſituate on 1ts Banks, 
os Aur other Impediments hereafter mentioned. 1 
For as the Thames, whoſe Freſhes ſeem to be little fuperior to thoſe of Ouſe, 
and whoſe Lengths are nearly equal, and who have the Tides put up from Sea 
into them nearly the fime Length of way, is, ten Miles above the Buoy of the 
Nore,. two Miles wide, which is about as hugh up that River, as Lenne is up 
this, where the Ouſe is not two Furlongs wide. (See the Map of the Thames, 
Humber, , Medway, and Ouſe, all done by the {ame Scale.) At Graveſend, 
erghteen Miles from Sea, above half a Mile over (about as far from Sea as Ger- 
mant, where the Ouſe is but half a Furlong wide.) At Woolwich, thirty five 
Miles from Sea, about a quarter of a Mile over (about as far from Sea as Fly, 
where the Ouſe is not a quarter of a Furlong wide) and decreaſes gradually till 
it comes to a Point in its Spring. So am of Opinion, that the Ouſe, but for 
the great Reſtraints and Continements laid upon its Waters, and other Reaſons 
hereafter mentioned, would have had x like Width and Depth, to the great Im- 
provement of Navigation, by receiving more of the Tidal Floods than it now 
can do; and to the perfect Draining of the Great Level of the Fens, by being 
capacious and wide enough to receive and convey thro? it to Sea, thoſe great 
Floods, which deſcending from the high Country have always much annoy'd 
the Pens. | 80 7 : ons | 
And as the Humber is above two Miles wide againſt Hull, and of the Depth of 
eight or ten Fathom at n and yet has not a Quantity of freſh 
Water equal to thoſe of Ouſe: And whoſe Tides are preciſely like the Tides 
that put up the Ouſe, it being High-Water at Hull and at Lyn the ſame Minute of 


Time; and both receiving the Tidal-Flood from the ſame Sea, viz. the Northern 


Ocean, and conſequently their Waters equally ſilty; had Nature been left to her 


ſelf, and had no Tricks been play'd with Ouſe, Lenne-baven had probably been 


at this Day as deep as Humber. _ e a ; 
And as the Medway is nearly a Mile wide at its Mouth, and at Chatham, ſix- 
teen Miles up, is ſeventy Poles over, and of a Depth ſufficient for Men of War 


to ride at Anchor at Low-water: So the Ouſe, till depriv'd of its ancient Re- 


ceptacles for the Tides, and great Stock of Back-water, had, conſidering how 
narrow it is, a Depth proportionable to the Depth of any of theſe Rivers, as I 
ſhall prove in the following Section. 
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HAT the ancient Outfall of Ouſe was by Wisbech to Sea, the Name it 
1 felf of Ow/e ſheweth, viz. Owsbech, —— The Sea-Banks from Well to 

:sbech, and the whole Tra&; declare it. The Commiſſion of 21 Edu. 1. 
ordaining the Waters of Well to be ſent by Wisbech their former Ou 


in. de- 
bitum & autiquuni_curſum, &*c. proves it. As alſo does Pisbech Caſtle, founded 
fuper fumen i lud famoſum quod Well-fireme appellatur, $c. . RU, 
And that there was ſometime no River between Littleport- chair and Rebec 
or Priefts-bouſes, a Record vouched by Mr. Hoxbam, Surveyor to William Ea 
of Arundel, ſheweth ; the Tra& of the River being of a. clean contrary Nature, 
viz, more ſtrait than any Part of the Ouſe in all the Fens from Ely to Piabech. 
This the Map of the Fens done by Hayward, Anna 1604. allo proveth. See 
that Map from A to B. | 3 | | 


When the Ouſe had his perfect Outfall by Wishech, the Haven of Lenne was 


but fix Perches wide; and was by due Preſentment ſaid, at that Time, to be 
of a Width both ſufficient for the Haven and Veſſels thither reſorting by the In- 
let of the falt Water, and large enough to paſs away the freſh. Ea 

But when the Outfall by Witbech decayed, the Waters of the Level natural- 
ly deſcended towards Lenne-haven, it being the very loweſt Part of the Coun- 
try; and as many of them as could, forced their way thro' Well-Creek, and fell 
into Wigenhale Eo at Salters-lode : The Remainder overflowing great Part of 
the Fens, the Country to fave themſelves from being. perpetually ſurrounded, 
were forced to make 4 Cut and new River from Littleport-chair to Rebeck, to let 
the Waters of Great Ouſe fall into Ouſe Parva, alias Brandon Water, which has 
its Outfall to the Sea by Lenne. Then alſo did the River Nene, from Peterbo- 
rough, thro' the Meeres by Upwell and Owtwell, make his way for Lenne through 
2 River; and in Conſequence of the Decay of Spalding Outfall, great Part of 
the River Weland joined the Nene, and came this way too, emptying their Wa- 
ters into Ouſe at Salters-lode, throꝰ Well Creek; at Littleport, thro' Welney River; 


and ſome thro' the Weſt Water into Ouſe at Erith, 


Such great Quantities of Water taking this new Courſe, the Inhabitants of 
Marſhland were very apprehenſive of the ill r They might be of to 
them, and of the great Danger their Province, wouid be an by a Breach of Banks. 
And therefore they, 21 E. 1. procured a Commiſhon from the Kang, bearing 
Date June 19. 1292. directed to Peter de Campania, Thomas. de Hackford, and 
Adam de Shropham, to enquire concerning the ſame, and to apply the moſt pro- 

er Remedy; who hereupon ſitting at Utwell on Monday after the. Feaſt. of 

t. Peter ad vincula next enſuing, and taking into Conſideration what ought to 


be done for reſtoring of thoſe Waters of Urwell (for ſo that. great River; of Ouſe, 


which had formerly paſſed that way, was then called) to their due and ancient 
Courſe, did with the Aſſent of the Country ordain, that there ſhould be three 
Dams made; one at Utwell-bridge, another at Little-lode-bridge in Upwell, and 
the third in Fen-dike-lane in Upwell alſo, to ſtop the Waters of Nene and Welland 
from deſcending into Orſe, and to force them to the Outfall of Wisbech again. 
The Inhabitants of Marſhland ( becauſe theſe Stops would be for their Bene- 
fit) without any Authority from the ſaid Juſtices given to them, & c. did of their 
own accord make a Stop of the ſaid Water at Little- lode; and continued it, un- 


til by the Force and Weight of the Water, and by the Help of ſome Perſons 


who paſſed that way with their Boats, Part thereof was opened, and ſoon after, 
by an Ordinance, the remaining Part of the Stop was cleared. 

And Walter de Langtone, Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, Treaſurer to E. 1. 
did by his Power, ſay ſome, (but I rather believe by the Appointment of thoſe 
Tuſtices before named) cauſe to be made a Dam at Urwell, the better to drain 
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his adjacent Lands. But the 3. E. 3. there was a Preſentment exhibited to the A. D. 
Tuſtices Itinerant ſitting at Northampton, importing, That whereas the Courſe of 1329. 


the River Nene had been directly from Pererborow to Lenne in Norfolk, by which 
the Navigation was maintain'd : That about twenty Years ago, 1301, a Dam 
was made at Utwell, ſo that no Veſſel could paſs as before that way : And the 
Jurors for the County of Norfolk, impanell'd and ſworn May the 12th, 1332. did 
ſay upon their Oaths, that Walter de Langton did, for the Draining his Lands, 
cauſe a Stop to be made at Utwell of the aforeſaid Waters, by which the Navi- 
gation from Holme, Taxley, &c. unto the Port of «op Sotho rn as alſo from 
Peterborow, could not pals as before they did, but were forced to go a long way 
about, viz. by Old Wellen- bee and Littleport, (fifty Miles in going to and fro) 
to the Hinderance and Damage of Trade, &c. And the Jurors of the Counties 
of Lincoln, Cambridgeſtire, Huntington, and Nort hamptonſbires, impanell'd and 
ſworn likewiſe, ſaid, That beſides the Hindrance to Navigation, great Part of 
the Low-lands of the Level were thereby drowned (of which in the next Se- 
ction „) whereupon the Sheriff of Norfolk had command to pull the Dam down. 
And in like manner the Sheriffs for the Counties of Cambridge, Huntington, and 
Lincoln, were required to make Proclamation within their reſpective Liberties, 
That all Perſons concerned therein ſhould be at Utwell aforeſaid, to aid the ſaid 
Sheriff of Norfolk in pulling down the ſaid Dam. 1 

And now the Waters paſſing uninterrupted again by Salters-lode to Lenne; and 
ſuch vaſt Quantities deſcending this way, in Default of their proper Outfalls, 
they, with the increaſing Aſſiſtance of the Tides, did by degrees, with their 
Weight and ra id Force, wear and grind the River Ouſe and Lenne-haven to ſuch 
a Width, that Marſhland (their Banks being broke by the Rage of the Sea) ex- 
hibited a Petition to E. 3. ſhewing, That whereas the River going to Lenne had 
uſed to run between Banks diſtant twelve Perches aſunder, but was now a full 
Mile in-Breadth, they humbly petition'd that the River might be confin'd to its 
ancient Width, Lp me 5 

But the · Inhabitants of Lenne promoted a Bill in the then Parliament, where- 
in it was alledged, that the Courſe of the ſaid River ought not to be made nar- 
rower; if it ſhould, not only the Port of the ſaid Town of Lenne would be de- 
ſtroy'd, but the Counties of Cambridge, Huntington, Northampton, Bedford, 
Buckingham, Leiceſter, Warwick, Derby, and Suffolk, would ſuſtain much Da- 
mage thereby. | 

It ſeems there was nothing done upon this Petition of Marſhland. For the 
2 N they preſented another, imploring the ſame in effect as before: And the 
King and Parliament conſtituted William de Uford Earl of Suffolk, Robert de Wil- 
loughby, William de Wychingham, and John de Hawe his Juſtices, to view the 
Banks on the Weſt Side of Ouſe, between Lenne and Tilney. And they preſent- 
ed them to be in a very miſerable Condition; and reported the Breadth of the 
River to be the Cauſe thereof; which was then at Lenne 40 Perches wide, at 16 
Feet to the Perch, and they ſaid it ought to be reſtrain'd 34 Perches; fo 
that the Breadth of the Chanel of the ſaid River ſhould be reduced to fix Perches, 
its ancient Width. | 


I do not find that any thing was done herein, but only a Petition from Marſh- 


land to the Lords of the Privy-Council. 16. J. 1. inſinuates, that the Haven of 


Lenne was ſtraitned in the Reign of R. 2. But other Petitions from that Pro- 
vince ſhew, that either the Haven was not then ſtraitned ; or if it was, that they 
could not confine it. or keep it ſo. For the Verdict for the Sewers in Well and 
Stowbardolph, 8. Eliz, fays, That the Banks of Marſhland could not well be 
preſerved, unleſs there. were ſome Proviſion made for the ſtraitning of Lenne- 
baven, which was then wider than it was wont to be, and cauſed the Flood to 
riſe at Salters-lode one Foot higher than it was wont to do within theſe twenty 
Years: Wherefore they beſeeched their Worſhips to have a ſpecial Regard for 
the Salvation of all the Commons, Fences, Lands, Meadows, and Paſtures next 


adjoining to the ſaid great River of Ouſe, which lie in great Peril to be loſt by 


Breach of Bank, unleſs good Proviſion be made. Alfo upon a View taken by 
the Commiſſioners of Sewers of the River of Ouſe from Salters-lode unto the 
Outfall of Lenne, they found a very large and quick River, much increaſed in 
Depth and Breadth ſince the Decay of the two Outfalls of Nene and Welland, to 
the Danger of Marſhland *, and Vigenball Banks on the Weſt Side of Onſ?, as 


the 
*Auguſt 14. 1616. 8. Fane, Miles Sandys, Oliver Cromwell, Sr. Commiſſoners. 


1342. 


1596. 


as the Inhabitants there adjoyſted complain'd, viz. of Wigenb 1 tfingon, Til, 


Nov. 13. 1618. 


Ld... 


and Clenchwarton, inſomuch as the fard Towns Were: Petiriotiers for a Strait to 
be made in the Haven near Lenne: | And'foorf after the fad View, the Ihhabi- 
rants preſented the following Petition Wong Pena” e voy 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords and others af bis: 


Humbly ſheweth, | un) nac * 8 2 ING O 1d FL 10G % 
* P HAT whereas the Haven of Lerne being the proper Outfall of the River 
of Ouſe,” as well by the great Inlet of the outrageous" Tides from the 
< Sea, as by the continual Recourſe of many freſh Wa 3 ithet de- 
« ſcending in default of their proper Outfall, is now grown to ſuch an exceſſive 
Greatneſs, whereby the Banks of the ſaid River are ſo rn and undermined, 


that your Supplicants for divers Years paſt have been daily enforced to en- 
< large the faid River, by ſetting back their defenſive Banks, with an inſupport- 
able Charge; and yet notwithſtanding all their Endeavours and Charges, chey 
* ſtand in continual Fear of their Goods, Lands and Lives, as by the late In- 
<- undation in 1613. was manifeſt by the Loſs of more than 30, 00 J. with 
many of his Ma jeſty's Subjects: A moſt lamentable Spectacle, whieh hath too 
<« well appeared. Beſeeching your Lordſhips, that you would be pleated to take 
< into your Honourable Conſiderations the Danger of this Part of the Country 
< and to foreſee, as Fathers of the ſame, that either by ſtraitning of the faid | 
« Haven, as was done with good Succeſs by a ſpecial Commiſſion granted to 
e that effect, upon a grievous Complaint made in the Time of Richard 2. and 
then executed accordingly by an Inquiſition taken upon Oath; and is now 
« conceived by your humble Petitioners, to be the beſt and ſafeſt way, for the 
“ Preſervation of thoſe Countries; or by any other Ways or Means which to 
„your Honours Wiſdoms ſhall be thought moſt fitting, whereby this Danger 
** may be prevented and avoided: And your Suppheants ſhall be always bound 
to pray for your Lordſhips, © © was <a. Rae (ola 


Which Petition being by the Lords of the Privy-Council referred to the then 
Right Honourable Earl of Arundel, Lord Biſhop Ele& of Wincheſter, and others 
the Lords Committees then lately appointed for the Buſineſs of the Sewers : 
They the ſaid Committees for their better Satisfaction (and that they might 
learn how far it was practicable to ſtraiten Lynn-baven, and what Service or. 
Prejudice ſuch a Strait would be of to the Navigation of that Port, and to Drain- 
ing of the Levels above the intended Strait) did call before themſelves divers 
Gentlemen of Northamptonſhire, Huntingdon, Cambridge, Norfolk, and the Iſle of 
Ely; and after a long hearing and Debate of all ſuch Doubts and Queſtions as 
were moved upon that Conference, and upon that Occaſion made their Report 
as followeth to the Right Honourable the, Lords of the Privy-Council at the 
Starchamber, on Wedneſday the 25th of the fame November. pb 8 


PRESENT, | 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Lord Carer, 


Lord Chancellor, Mr. Treaſurer, | 

Lord Steward, | Mr. Vice-Chamberlain, 
Lord Chamberlain, Mur. Secretary Naunton, | 
Lord Viſcount Wallingford, Mr. Chan. of the Exchequer. 
Lord Biſhop of Ely, | Maſter of the Rolls. 


That in their Opinions it was fit a f cial Commiſſion ſhould be directed 
* unto certain Gentlemen indifferently ſelected out of all thoſe Parts, together 
with the Mayor and ſome of the Aldermen of the Town of Lenne. 


[9] 
And the Names of the Commiſſioners being exhibited, and recommended 
unto the Board by the ſaid Committees, they were allow'd of; and the Lord 
Chancellor was pleaſed thereupon: to give preſent Direction and Warrant for 
* Commiſſion. hes" 


; i 


12, ene e vnob ton xm? 99 l 197 No 2 9 2 
Gee, Culver. 7 be 
5 vos od The Names of che Commiſſion iſtoners. 
wn Far of Arundel. 
Earl, of Northampton. 
Lord Ruſſel. 
Lord Carew. 
„Sir Francis Fane, kr. . ( Sir Robert Cotton. 
For Nor - 12 7 ohn Brown, ElQ: 155 * Ae Sir Robert Bevill. 
ronſbi re. obn Wing field, Eſq; onſbire. Sir Oliver Cromwell. 
| 12 Edward Peyton. T The Mayor oſ Lenne. 
F Camb and Sir Miles Sandy 4 1 34 ro tem, 
res th Iſle Sir Simeon Steward. For Lenne. ( Tho. Oxburgh, Eſq; 
„ Sir — Cutts. E Mat he w Clark, 
Richard Colvill. Fobn Wallis. 


Sir Henry Willowghby, 775 Cobb, jun. Eiq; 


— Sit Ralph Hare, ward Paſion, Rob Thorold, Eq; 
ih Sir Henry nn, Tho. Dereham, Rob: Butler, 
For Norfolk. *Sir Henry Bedinfield, Sinolpbus Bell, Geo. Gauſell. 


Sir Hamon L'Eſtrange, Fo. Athom, 
|| Henry Karvill, Eſq, Jef. Cobb, Sen. 
Rob Heath, Eſq; Richard Bendiſh. 


* That the faid Commiſſioners ſhould conſider the Conveniency and Inconve- 
niency of the faid intended Work; of the Charge requir'd for the wang 
thereof; of the Place where the ſaid Haven or River ſhall be ſtraitned; an 
to what Proportion or Scantling the ſame ought to be. 
. © That if the Work be not found any way hazardous to the ſaid Town of 
Lenne, ot levels above or beneath the ſaid intended Strait, but that it be found 
every way profitable to the End for which it was intended, that then they 
may have Power by the ſaid Commiſſion to put in Execution, and to levy the 
Charge ratably upon ſuch Land-owners or others, as by Law or Equity ought 
to contribute towards the ſame, & cc. 
And whereas there be divers Laws made in Auguſt laſt, upon view, by the 
Commiſſioners of Sewers for opening the Rivers of Welland and Nene; which, 
if they be not accordingly executed, the ſtraitning the Outfall of Ouſe at 
Lenne, may prove prejudicial to the High-Countries, by reaſon that then they 
will have no other Outfall into the Sea for their Waters than by this Courſe, 
' thereby overburthening the {aid River of Ouſe, to the manifeſt Danger of 
- Marſh-Land, and the Parts of Norfolk adjacent : That therefore, however 
4 the Commiſſion be now ſewed forth (which is meet to be done with all Expe- 
dition) and the Commiſſioners to aſſemble, and the Buſineſs to be prepared; 
4 yet that it be not executed ſo far forth, as to make any Strait at Lenne, except 
according to the Laws aforeſaid, Welland and Nene be firſt opened, and then 
4 to go forward. But on the other ſide, if there be any Neglect or Delay in the 
Execution of the ſaid Laws of Sewers for opening the Rivers of Welland and 
„ Nene, that then the Board be thereof preſently inform'd, and. of the Perſon 
In whoſe Default the ſame is not done, that ſome preſent Order may be taken 
* for their Coertion, and for the preſerving of Marſh-Land in the mean time, 
and the Parts adjacent, from imminent Danger, 
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But this Commiſion came to nothing,” aiid-the Haven was not ftraitmod: für as 
Mr. Arkiut obſer ves, there were great Doubts and ftrong Reaſons; why tis im- 
12> poſſible to recover che Outfall of Welland roots former Eflate by the Induſtry of 


Man. eCLOBHHEILITEGA_ 
And tho” the Outfall of Nene had often been decreed to be digged and en- 


larged in Places of Default, yet twas not done, nor was/B#lizved de be Service 
F done; becauſe all thoſe Dreins which uſed to take the Waters from the High 
untries, and conveyed them to the River (by Which Waters, the Silt of the 


Sea, which annoyeth the Outfalls, hath been kept back) were utterly decay'd, 


and without cleanfing them, no good Effect was to be expected; and tho' there 
were innumerable Preſentments and Deerees thereon; for the Scouring and Dike- 
ing out thoſe Dreins, & c. yet becauſe the Waters naturally fell towards Lenne, 
the Country was diſcourag'd from attempting à Work of ſuch vaſt Expence, and 
great Uncertainty as to the Hffect. And yet without doing this firſt, the ill 
Conſequence of the Dam made to top the Waters of Nene at Utwell in E. I. 
Time, convinced them of the Impoſlibility'oft diverting the Courſe of that River 
from Lenne at that time, and the Outfall of Wisbech is more decay'd now than it 
was then. Thus the Ouſe, by the great Confluence of Water taking that Courſe, 
is made wider and deeper, and thereby render'd the fitteſt Receptacle for convey- 
ing to Sea the Waters of the Level. Pe inn URLS e 

As for theſe Reaſons, the Outfalls of Welland and Nene were not amended ; the 
Commiſſioners had no Power to make a Strait at Lenne, and therefore the Haven 


was not ſtraitned. 01 


Theſe great Bodies of Water thus continuing their Courſe ſtill through Lenne- 
Haven to Sea, the defenſive Banks of Marſh-Land, by whielt they paſſed, were 
thereby ſo rent and torn, and their Bottoms ſo undermin d and ſhaken, that the Peo- 
ple of thoſe Parts continued moſt grievouſſy to complain; and by their Petition to 
the Lords of the Privy-Council, a if the High Country Waters, which in 
Default of their cs Outfalls, unduly thither comingand oppreſſing them, could 

from them; that then the High Countries ſhould contribute with 
them toward the Charge of their Banks ſuſtaining , which thoſe Lords thought but juſt. 

Hitherto, I have obſerved: to what great Width the River of Great Ouſe and 


Haven of Lenne grew, by the Waters of the Level taking this Courſe, in default 


of their antient Outfalls. I ſhall now prove, that as it was worn wider, it was 


alſo made deeper, and that it had a Depth proportionable to its Width. 


Sir William Dugdale ſays, in his Hiſtory of Imbanking and Draining, that at 
Salters-Lode there was 10 Feet Fall of the Fenns to Low-water Mark; and 'tis 
elſewhere obſerv'd, that there was four Feet Water in the River at Low-water 
Mark. And at a View of Sewers, taken Fune 25, 1605, by Sir Robert Bevill, 
ref bs Peyton, Sir Robert Wing field, Sir Richard Cox, Sir Anthony Foreſt, &c. 
At Salter's-lode, where Nene falleth into Ouſe, the Commiſſioners ſaid they ob- 
ſerv'd a very great Fall; as they gueſs'd, ten Feet from the Soil of the Fenns to 
Low-water Mark, beſides the natural Deſcent of the Fenn-grounds, from the 
Uplands of Huntingtonſbire thither. 7, DOA 

And Thomas Duke of Exeter, 2 Henry VI. becauſe ſeveral Lands in Upwell and 
Outwell were ſurrounded (cauſed by the New-powdike, extending from Well-ſholl 
to Salters-lode) gave Leave to Henry Wells, Archdeacon of Lincoln, and others, 
to convey the ſaid Waters by Sewers to Rightforth-lode, and along Rightforth- 
lode to Stow-lode, and fo into Wig . which carries its ſelf towards 
Biſbopa- Lenne. This proves the Ourfall at Lynn was very good 300 Years ago. 

And at a Seſſion of Sewers, holden at Xings-Lenne, September 26, 9. James l. 
it was ordained, that the Sluice at the end of Rightforth-lode, next the Ouſe, 
ſhould be taken up, and a larger ſet down, the better to drain thirteen hundred 
Acres of Low-land in Uprell and Outtoell. And that the Sole of the ſaid Sluice 
ſhould be laid one Foot under the Low-water Mark of the ſaid River of Ouſe, as 
it uſually runneth about the end of Auguſt; and that there ſhould be two Tun- 
nels, each four Feet wide, and fix Feet deep, with ſufficient Sea-doors and Land- 


4 


doors for the ſame. 


The latter End of Auguſt, 1723. Mr. Peter Bateſon, William Stafford, Eſq, 
Captain John Edwards, and ſelf, ſunk and bored to find the Apron or Sole of the 
foreſa1d Sluice, and we found it to lie fix Feet 1 + Inch under Low-water Mark: 


We next meaſured the two Tunnels, and found each to be four Feet * 28 
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| Fig.. Sheweth the Upright of the SLUFCE at RIGHTFORTH LODE ita Sefton of SERVEIS holden Ki | 
Lynn Sept. 26..1n*1611.itwas Ordamnd that the Slnice at the end gf Rightforth Lode nart the OUSE yhould be taken up, | -T 
| and a larger to be vet down with two Tunney each 4 feet witle vu, feet deep. C The latter end gf Aug Dun“ 7 
ge, Mi. Peter Bateſon, Wu S rafford Eſq-. Cap* John Edwards ad Tho: Badeſlade :Digged and Bored to, find how deep 
te Sole or Apron & lower than low water mark H fornd the Original Apron. 9. i? lower . 
A. The front of the remains gf the Sluice as it then appeared nart the Ouſe B. we, front nart the Land MM. 

dle Tunnels cack A. wide YF. deep IR. Zow water mark as tt was ug Years age —— HL, Low water mark nt | 
te OUSE at the tre .. FA higher than it was in the Year tO. KLPQ , vo ; 
high the Dram fitted up on the Land wide —— #0 , the Superfictes gf the Aggacent Land — Hence it ir apparent that” | 
Z ow water: mark was heretofore atleaft 8" n. lower Han tt td NOW . 7 M. Rich! Atkins an Eminent Comm ©, gf Servers 
teu Wanuſcruptr have alwaye been allowd in Emndence eas , that itwas . 10, Feet under Sol. Mow tete 
higher: than the Soil C. he wide view pf the £A Shuice CD. e dexrentt to the water ED on- 
-water mark wr Aug $1723. FG, Zow water” mark gui. Thus rife of Low water mark d ing up 
the River Onle was ca by the Adventurers making Denver Dam 8" higher than the bottom of the OUSE, a 
uilding Dewver Sluices wor the Dawn wgfe that River near Salers Lode lo Stop the Tides out gf the Rivery O USE 
STOKE, BRANDON MILDENHALL an GRANT; and at the rame time Built Hermitage Sluices r the OU SE nee | 
vi tl and turned the Freſh waters g OUSE tro. New Bedford River which was cue bu, o. Feet deep, wherear OLD | 
OUSE, was at hat time 14, Jeet deep In concequence gf the River OU SE. being thus choaked up and Low watrr 
raifed hugher then the Soil gf the C onntry, the FENNS rich the Adventurers obligd to Duin arc wholly Drowne d, 
are ad nat. 60, 000 Acres in MARSHLAND azd in the Hundreds of FREEBRIDGE and CLACKCLOSE which aur befe 
He Adventureſhip aa Meadow ard Palture Lands Navigation & ao by Mears theregf almort D >. ml 
Fig.2. I the Side I/ len: gf Hunts Drain 0D va Low water mark, formerly wn the OUSE_EF Low wat mark 110 
Fig. 3. ADraughteof- Stow Bridge fle OU SE was /er'e about g. wide before Denver Sluices were Built now not. 120 wide 
ABCD and EF hems the toroachments that las beet made Fig. 4 Front neat the OUSE gf the Flood- 
gates belonging to Sf Johns Fea — AC. Zo water mark . BD the Apron gf the Shnee Cy lower than Lonwater 
mer : K ahne Een ar. amt: Aua, long 2 Heep . 12 gina An? 10,2 Gy fe Adventurers at a 22 Ecrpence 
to gain a better fall fort the Naters of the South Level but like the ret of their Works did no Service 
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they were ordered to be made, bub they were but three Feet four Inches deep, | | 
therefore-it is plain, that the Sole of the {a1d Sluice has been mill we t | 7 
eight Inches: ſo that the original Apron, had it heen lying, would have been 1 
eight Feet nine Inches and a half lower than Low-water Mark is at this Time. | 
(See the Draught of this Sluice.) And now there is not above fix Inches Depth 
of Water in the River at Low-water Mark, whereas formerly there never was 
leſs than a Depth of four Feet at Low-water Mark here. 
We alſo digge@”ahQ'bar'd to find the Sole of Hunt's Sluice on the North Side 
of Stou - hridge, and foutid\it to be eighir Feet eleven Inches lower than Low- 
water Mark. See che Draught of this Sluice. hy STS REDDY 
_ Theſ&Experiments'prove, that when theſe Sluices were ſet down, Low-wa- 
je Mark in the Owſe was at leaſt eight Feet lower than it is now. 1 

Kubin gbol, ths greut Drain for Marſhland, is another Inſtance of the anci- 
ent Depth of Low-water Mark, under Soil, or the Surface of the adjacent Lands. 
For the Landholders on the South Side of Mibech making Suit to the 
Landholders of Marſhland for draining of their furrounded Grounds, they ha- 
ving no other way ſb good as through Knights-gool. © At a Seſſion of Sewers hol- "1 
den at Xing's-Lemnne, Auguſt 16. 1640. it was order'd, That the Water in the 16 40. 
ſaid Lands (being 1100 Acres by Eſtimation) ſhould and might from the 25th 
of 'March next after the Seſſion, to November 1. and fo every Year, run their 
Water thro' 4 Pipe eighteen Inches ſquare; laid under the little River of Wisbech, 
alias Fm River, thro? divers Lodes to Lordi-bridge, and thence to Nuigbt g. gool, 
if the Country of Marſhland could fo long bear it without Prejudice. 
This ſhews the Outfall at Knight's-gool was then perfect and good, tho' now 
the Sluice-Doors are filted up by Sand lodged againft them in the River, and 
kept ſhiit thereby, ſo as that no Downfall- Water can be convey d thro them from 
off the Land into the Owſe : And all Vigenball and Marſhland Fens, and ſome 
Part of the Seth, which, Dugdale ſaith, uſed to feed at leaſt 30,000 Sheep, he⸗ 
ſides other Cattle, lie under Water for want of the Uſe of this Gool. YEP 
Sir Clement Edmonds in his Report made to the Lords of the Privy-Council, 
1619. who being one of their Clerks was ſent down by thoſe Lords, at the Re- 

ueſt of the Commiſſioners of Sewers of the ſeveral Countries, to accompany 
the Committees in their View of the Outfalls, and to make his Report to that 
Honourable Board. Sir Clement faith, I ELL toc ta TY Oates 

* TheRiver Ouſe coming along by the Town of Bedford, 5 and St. Ives, 

and fo paſſing down to his Outfall at Lenne, is a goodly fair River throughout, 
*and fro below Ely downward runneth with ſuch a Current, that it is abſolutel 
* the beſt Sewer of all that Country. And along by the River Side, tis a very rich 
Soil both in Cambridgeſhire and in the Iſle, well inhabited, and not otherwiſe 
much troubled with Water, but in Winter, and in Time of Floods ; and would 
* not have happened probably but for the Weeds, Weeres and Hardes in the Ri- 
ver, which obſtruQed the Paſſage of the Waters. For the Outfall of the River 
* Ouſe is ample and great, and gives large Paſſage for the freſh Waters deſcending 
from the Inland Countries: But then alſo too for the Sea, which cometh in wit! 
* ſuch a Tide, eſpecially if a Northerhy Wind blow, and meet with a Land- flood, 
* that divers Towns in Marſhland are in Danger of being overflow'd and ſurround- 
* ed; and therefore by their Petition deſired, that the Haven might be ſtraitned in 
* ſome Place near Lenne to keep out the Sea; alledging, that the ſaid Haven had, 
in the Memory of Man, been narrower and ſhallower than now it is, being of late 
* grown to that Breadth and Depth by the great Fall of the freſh Waters that have 
© left their ancient Chanels to follow that Stream. 
And the Mayor and Townſmen of Lenne being made acquainted with their 
Petition, ſeemed to ſtand indifferent. But in reſpect of the great, Conſequence, 
the Committees, ſays Sir Clement, forbare to give any Opinion therein, but left 
it to ſuch farther Conſideration as was requiſite. * 

Mr. Richard Atkins writes much to the ſame Purpoſe; and after adviſing the 
Hards about Ely to be removed, ſays, That *tis his Opinion, the removing the 
Hards can never hinder Navigation, in reſpe& of the great following Head of 
Water in Ouſe, which never will fail, but is much holpen by the flowing up of 
the Tides from Lenne: For below theſe Hardes to Lenne, where the Onuſe hath 
his Outfall, there never wanteth ſufficient Water for Navigation; but there is 
verw often too much, proceeding of two Cauſes; One is, the River Ore it ſelf 
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bringing with it Waters out: of Norfolk, Suffolk, Carbridgeſire, Ee, Hertford, 
Bedford Buckingham, Yan and Northamptonſbires, cannot i but afford great 
Plenty it ſelf. Another Cauſe is, That in regard or reſpect of the two Outfalls 
of Welland and Nene being decayed, moſt af their Waters follow this Stream, 
and forſaking their own Chanels, by many Miles labour to fall into Oaſe. 
This Abundance of freſh Waters making their Paſſage by this Courſe, gave the 
Sea a more ſpacious Inlet; the one as it Were preparing the way, and the other 
maintaining it with much Increaſe, Hence it cometh, that * in former | 
Ages (as by good Reords appeareth) the Chanel of Lenne+bgven was not above 
y ſeven or eight Poles wide; now, notwithſtanding: ſome Peers or Jetties within 
, the Space of thirty Years laſt made for the Reſtraiat thereof, yet it is at thus Day, 
ſaith Mr. Ackins (16 18.) above forty Poles, wide in the narroweſt Part. 
And upon a View (of. the Commiſſioners) pf the Rivers Glen, Welland, and 
Ouſe, it was agreed, That Lenne-haven,, af. all the reſt; for Wideneſs, Depth and 
Deſcent, was the beſt and moſt apt to receive the Nene, as well as the Waters of 
Granta, & c. and that That Outfall was ſo good, that it receiveth the Le 
5 all the others; and were it not for Winter W aters, 1t would utterly decay them, 
Mr. Goddard (who was Recorder.of Lyn ) writes of the Haven and Chanel of 
Lenne, That at a Place called the World's-end.in the Harbour, where Ships were 
wont to lie, there was not in any Man's Remembrance leſs than 10 or 11 Feet Wa- 
ter at Low- water Mark; and at a Place in the Haven, called Mayor fleet, eilt 
or nine Foot depth at Low- water. And he farther faith, That tho' the Chanel 
to Seaward below the Haven was near half a Mile wide at Low-water, yet it 
was of a Depth ſufficient for a Ship of twelve Foot Water to be brought up in 
* one Tide without any Wind. cn 1 8% Sp 
It being certain, from what has been ſaid, that the Haven of Lyn had been, .=- 
for ſome Ages, ample and great, and very. capable of emitting the freſh Waters, J 
and admitting the Tides alternately : and that the Low-water Mark in the Ouſe, 
as far from Sea as Salters-lode, was ten Feet under Soil; of mere Conſequence 
the Tides muſt flow a long way into it, and into the Rivers branching out of it, 
to the great Advantage of Navigation. 
Mr. Goddard faith the Tides put up into Ouſe about—48 Miles. 
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Into Grant about 5 — 48 . 
Into Mildenhall about 8 — — -\ 42 | | a 
Into Brandon about——10 þ which is from Lenne < 36 > Miles. : 
Into State about 6 — = (24 5 
Into Nene about 74 —— 230 
The Tide putting up fo far into all theſe Rivers, and filling them twice in 5 
every twenty four Hours, they were not only competently ſupply'd with Water . 
from Sea in the drieſt Seaſons to ſerve for the Inland Navigation, which by l 
means of ſo many Branches is the moſt extenſive in England; ſo that Commerce I 


and Trade was conſtantly maintain'd up the River Nene to Well, March, and Pe- + 

terborow, above fifty Miles from Lenne into Northampton, Rutland, Lincoln, No- 5 

tingham, and Leiceſterſhires, with Veſlels of fifteen Tuns, which eaſily paſſed a 

loaden 1n the drieſt Seaſons. 2 7 
And up the River Ouſe they could fail with forty Tuns Freight thirty fix Miles | 

at leaſt from Lenne at ordinary Neip-Tides; and great and conſtant Commerce 

was held to Cambridge, Bedford, &c. and between Cambridge and St. Ives, Hun- 

tington, St. Neot, Bedford, and Places adjacent, with a Burden of fifteen Tun, 

which 1s ninety Miles from Lenne by Water, : 

I fay, the Rivers were not only ſupplied with Water for Navigation, but alſo 

the Tide putting ſo far up into all the aforeſaid Rivers, did raiſe the Waters in 

them much higher than their natural Situation, e. g. at Salters-lode they were 

raiſed at leaſt twelye Foot above Low-water Mark; and at Harrimere the Water 

was raiſed four Foot above their natural Situation, whereby when the Tide gave 

way they fell with great Weight and Rapidity, and were thereby made highly 

capable of grinding the Chanel, and ſcouring out the Silt to Sea, This large Re- 

ceipt and Indraught of the Tides from Sea taken into all theſe Rivers, as into ſo 

many natural Receptacles, always furniſh'd a ſufficient Stock of Back-waters in 

the drieſt Seaſon, to preſerve the River, Haven, and Channel open, as Sir Cor- 

nelius Vermuden well obſerves. His Words are, 


The 
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© The Off of Lenne hath ſufficient Water to keep open hit Channel, and al: 
& tho' in Summer the Sands in Lenne - baven overcome the Ebbs ſomewhat, yet they 
© do not lye long, but the firſt Land- waters, or next Spring-tides, earry chem away 
Again. But as there are ſeldom any Land- floods in Summer, therefore it was 
principally the Spring-tides that kept the Channel open in dry Seaſons. And it is 
moſt certain that Land-waters alone cannot have force enough to keep open 4 
Channel of near half a Mile in Width, as was that of Lenne below the ort 5 
but the Tides from Sea putting vp into all the foremention'd Rivers, and being in 
them at High-water of a great Breadth and Height, when this vaſt Quantity, re- 
ceived into theſe Receptacles, returned within the Compaſs of the Channel, it 
muſt neceſſarily be with ſuch a Deſcent, and ſuch rapid Fury, as did not only main- 
tain the Channel, but ſcour out the Silt and Sand, and enlarged it in Width and Depth, 
as ſeveral Petitions and Preſentments witneſs: And that the Ebb did return in 
the Compals of the Channel, is as plain as it is natural; for by that time it wa 
full Sea four or five Miles above Salters-lode, 1t was half Ebb at Lenne-baven, ond 
the Rivers natural Receptacles of the Tides above Salters-lode ſtill drawing the 
Waters on, continued the Indraught, and occaſioned the Tide to flow forward 
ſome time after Pinch-water; ſo that before the Tide began to return or ebb at 
Salters-lode, the Waters were ſunk into the Compaſs of the Channel at Lenne-ba- 
ven z whereby the Tide, which ran up into the Rivers Ouſe, Nene, Stoke, Mil- 
denhall, Brandon, and Grant, and which raiſed the Waters twelve Feet above 
their natural Situation at Salters-lode, returning with a great Deſcent in the Com- 
paſs of the Low- water Channel, did forcibly ſcour out the Silt and Sand, and 
kept the Channel open, Oc. ©, 

And the Land-waters being raiſed at Harrimer, &c. above their natural Situa- 
tion four Feet, this great Head of freſh Water follow'd the retreating Tide, (ha- 
ving acquir'd this Deſcent) with ſuch Force, as ſcour'd out the Silt dropp'd by 
the Sea- flood; which, conſidering the perpetual Current of the Water, and 
violent Motion of the flowing and ebbing Tides, could not be much. 

And that the Ebb of the Tide alone, exclufive of the freſh Waters, does ſcour 
and grind away to Sea the Silt brought up by the Flood, and principally main- 
tain their Channel, is demonſtrable. The Harbour and Channel of Wells in 
Norfolk, 1s maintain'd and kept open by the Sea-water only (no freſh-Water 
River having its Outfall there) the Sea putting up its Tides into a great 
many Creeks, which occaſion a great Indraught; the Water being re- 
ceiv'd into thoſe Receptacles, does in its Ebb keep open the Harbour, Channel 
and Pool; and tho' the Sea does leave ſome Sand in the ſaid Creeks during the 
Neip-Tides, and the Channel rather grows up than deepens, yet the next Spring- 
Tides overflowing a large Tract of Salt Marſhes, the ſaid Water, on the Retreat 
of the Tide, falling off thoſe Marſhes into the ſaid Creek, does drive out the 
Sand dropp'd in them during the Neip, with ſuch Force to Sea, that it grinds 
them and the Channel and Pool, and makes them deeper than they were before 
the Spring-Tides put up. ? 

But fince a conſiderable Number of Acres of Salt-marſh has been imbanked 
and taken in, adjoining to the Port of Pelli, and ſeveral Crecks have had Banks 
run croſs them, which hinders the Neip-tide from putting up into thoſe Creeks, as 
they were wont to do, and alſo the Spring-tides from overflowing the Quantity 
of Marſh they uſed before to cover; the ſaid Harbour of Wells, its Channel and 
Pool, hath very ſenfibly decay'd, as have done all Channels that have been any 
ways depriv'd of their ancient Stock of Back-waters. Thus Mr. Atkins writes: 
' Spalding of old time was beſt of three Outfalls, now the worſt; loſt by win- 
ning certain ſeveral Marſhes to the Sea-ward. 

Thus the Honourable Corporation of Adventurers ſet forth to the Parliament 
in their Reaſons, why Sutton Marſh below Wisbech ſhould not be inned, 
A. D. 1719. That jt is found by Experience, that the imbanking the 
„Salt Marſhes, or gaining Land from the Sea, has been the principal 
* Cauſe of the Chanel's being choak'd up, and have juſt Reaſon to be appre- 
'* henſive, that the imbanking any more will entirely deſtroy that Outfall to 
Sea, Cc.“ Thus alſo the Petition of Rye in Suſſex to the Parliament, 1701. ſets 
forth, © That of late Years ſeveral Perſons have inned ſeveral Acres of Land 
* which belong to the ſaid Harbour, and have built Floodgates to ſtop the Flow 


1 and Reflow of the Tide up the River Rother, and thereby the ſaid Harbour 
grows worſe every Year, E. And 


\£ 84.4. 


And ih the Act of Parliament for their Relief it is expreſsly ſaid, That the 
* ſtopping the Flux of the Tide was the Cauſe of that Harbour being choaked 
„up; which Harbour was formerly of great Uſe and Benefit to Trade and Na- 
„ vigation. So that for preventing the utter Loſs of the ſaid Harbour, it is ne- 
ceſſary to open the ſame, and to let the Tide have free Courſe thro* certain 
e near to the ſaid Harbour, call'd Scorch Flat-Sluice, and Chaven-Sluice, 
Fc, 7 7 a [ | | N 
And that the Reflux of the Tide always forces out the Sands, is demonſtra- 
ble from the Thames, Humber, Medway, Severn, &c. their Channels being kept 
open by no other Means, whoſe Outfalls are ſo ample and great, that all the 
freſh Waters that come down thoſe Rivers are not in Quantity enough to cover 
the Bottom of their Channels at their Outfalls: Tis therefore plainly 1mpoſlible 
that the freſh Waters can maintain their Channels; and it muſt be the Flux 
and Reflux of the Tides principally that maintains them in the vaſt Width and 
Depth they are of, &c. | © RY | 
this Opinion is Sir Cornelins Vermuyden; he ſaith——* The Ouſe, from 
Littleport to Lenne, keeps his Depth by reaſon of the Back-waters”, And 
ſpeaking of Boſton-Dzeps, he ſaith, © That the Floods and Ebbs of the Sea 
s maintain it. And further he ſaith, © The Reaſon why it keeps ſo deep, is, 
* that the Ebbs which come over the Sands which he between Norfolk and it, 
* come that way, and ſo make a Deep there, which could not otherwiſe be poſſi- 
* bly maintain'd: It is not the River of Welland and that of Boſton could do it, 
they are but ſmall Waters, and the leſs powerful when they come abroad into 
a avaſtPlace, where they are not to be diſcerned; ſo that if it were not for the 
Ebbs of the Sea, it would ſoon decay. 

And that the Ebbs of the Sea do really cauſe the Effect here mention'd, and 
maintain a Depth where-ever their Reflux has Power to a&, 1s apparent from the 
preſent State and Condition of Lenne-baven and Channel to Sea-ward : for tho” 
the River Ouſe is fo ſilted and grown up above Germans, that all Paſſage by Boat 
and Navigation is loſt during the Neip-tides, yet the River being very wide be- 
tween Germans and Lenne, and thereby capable of receiving a great Quantity of 
Water every Tide from Sea, the Ebb of that Water hath ſo preſerved and kept 
open the Channel to Sea- ward, that it is almoſt as good now, as it was within a few 
Years after Denver Sluices were erected crofs the River Ouſe, near Salters-lode. 
Thus by a like Receptacle for the Tides at Tarmouth, Portſmouth, Oftead, and 
ſeveral Ports at home and abroad ( as 1s between Germans and Lynn ) are their 
Harbours and Channels chiefly kept open; and- where Harbours have been de- 
priv'd of their ancient Receptacles they have decay'd : Witneſs thoſe mention'd 
in the preceding Page. 

Therefore it is more than probable, if the River from Lenne to Germans was no 
wider than it is from Germans upwards, the Haven of Lenne and Channel to Sea 
had been long ſince loſt and ſilted up as much as the River is above Germans, 
whereby no Ship of any conſiderable Burthen could have ſail'd up to Lenne 
at this time, but muſt have laid as far below that Port, as the Ships do be- 
low IWWisbech. 


Having proved the Width, Depth and Goodneſs this River, Haven and Chan- 
nel to Seaward, was of before the general Undertaking for Draining; I ſhall 
next ſhew Cauſe why the Fenns were ſurrounded, which gave occaſion to that ge- 
neral Undertaking ; an Undertaking glorious in it felf; but unhappily, by taking 
wrong Meaſures, not judged to be ſuch then, but which Experience fatally proves 
now, have not only put thoſe very Lands they undertook to drain, into a worſe 
Condition than they were in before; but have alſo ſo far damag'd this once moſt 
famous River, that it is now render'd incapable of draining, and muſt in a very 
few Years be loſt to Navigation alſo, unleſs ſpeedy and proper Meaſures be taken 
to prevent an Evil, that will otherwiſe be the Ruin of Lynn and Cambridge, and 
of all the other Water Towns in theſe Parts; and alſo the total Drowning of 
the Province of Marſh-Land, the Hundreds adjacent, and that whole great Level 
of the Fens, which the Adventurers undertook to make good Winter Lands, and 
tand oblig'd to drain. 8 
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Of the fruitful Condition of the Fens while the Outfall of Wisbech was per. 
fel Ihe Lyſs of that Ontfall prov/d to have been the Cauſe of this 
Low Country being ſurrounded : = » » How it came to decay; == = Of the 
ſeveral particular Attempts made towards Draining in theſe Parts: -—0f 
the Care taken not do impair the Navigation of Lyn, Cambridge, &c. 
And of the Goodneſs of the River Ouſe during thoſe particular At- 
tempts. N Cine 55 5 ) = | 


HE Fens that are now, were ſometimes of the Nature of Land-Meadows 
© (fays Mr. Atkins) fruitful, healthful, and very gainful to the Inhabitants; 
and yielded much Relief to the High Countries in time of great Drought. The 
Truth of this is diſputed by ſome People, but they ſeem plainly to have 
been ſo; for Peterborongb of old was call'd Medebamſted of the Meadows there, 
and not Fenbamſted of the Fens that now are; and yet unto it did moſt of the 
Fens belong. And Ely Fen, or Peterbrough Great en was Foreſt, whoſe Keeper 
had in it, in the New Marſhes, now called Marſb-Fen, an Incloſure for keeping 
of Sheep, and for mowing of Hay; and in Wryde-croft, a Manſion-houſe and a 
large Dairy-houſe. Leland and other ancient Writers are laviſh in the Praiſe of 
this once fruitful County. * N be 

Sir William Dugdale faith, That this vaſt Level was at firſt firm and dry Land, 
and not annoyed with any extraordinary Inundation from the Sea, or Stagnation 
of the freſh Waters: Which, faith he, may perhaps ſeem ſtrange to many; but 
when it is well conſidered, that Timber-trees will not grow and thrive where 
Water for the moſt part ſtands; or in Moor, which in Tra& of Time is bred 
and increaſed in ſuch moiſt Places; both the one and the other may with much 
Probability be granted. The Caſe being thus ſtated, it now remains for me 
to prove — he) that ſuch Trees have been heretofore bred and proſpered 
in ſundry Parts of this now Fenny Country; which is no hard Matter to do, 
divers Perſons yet living being able co teſtify, that in the late digging of thoſe 
Canals and Drains, which have been made for the Exſiccation thereof, great 
Number of Trees of ſeveral Kinds have been found, moſt of Oak and Fir, and 
few of them ſevered from their Roots; but of ſuch as be ſevered, their Roots 
are obſerv'd to ſtand in the firm Earth below the Moor, of which Sort I my ſelf 
have ſeen ſome that were taken up in the Fens near Thorney ;, and have had cre- 
dible Information of Multitudes found in other Places. 

In a Law of Sewers made the 29th of September, 1596. call'd Neatmoor Law, 
the Commiſſioners after enumerating the Cauſes why © theſe Fenny Grounds 
did lye long ſurrounded, and fo became unprofitable, which in former Time 
have been dry and profitable, it is ſaid And fo they may be hereafter, if due 
“ Proviſion be made. 

And Sir Henry Hobart, Attorney-General to King Fames I. ſays, © That the 
* Grounds now ſought to be drained, are ſuch as naturally and anciently were 
dry Grounds, | 

How this Country, which tho' lying flat and low (yet was not originally an- 
noyed with any conſtant Stop of the freſh Waters, which might by overflowing 
and Stagnation make it Fenny) came to be ſurrounded in the manner it was be- 
fore the general Undertaking to drain it commented, I ſhall here endeavour to 
manifeſt. FIST, 

It may look like a Paradox to ſay that it was occaſion'd by Imbanking: But 
certainly 1t was, and by the not putting the Laws of Sewers afterwards in Exe- 
cution; by Neglect whereof the principal Drains became uſeleſs to convey the 
Downfal-Water into the Rivers, and thereby the Outfall of thoſe Rivers them- 
ſelves were by degrees loſt. | 

The plainer to make this appear, I ſhall employ this Section in tracing the. 
State of the Level from diſtant Times &er yet it was imbanked, to the Time of 
the general Undertaking for the Draining thereof, hy 

L have prov'd that the greateſt Part of the Level was anciently firm and dry 
Ground; but as the Courſe of the Rivers ſhew that this vaſt Plain has a hanging 
Level and gradual Deſcent to the Ocean, the Spring-T1des did overflow the lowe 
Part of it, ſo as that it was in Nature Salt-marſh, till they were imbanked and 
defended from the Sea bv a Colony of the Romans that had Reſidence in theſe Xs 

| Theſe 


[16 ] 
Theſe Colonies were ſo excellently diſciplin'd, that for avoiding the Miſchief 
which Idleneſs produceth, they were always exerciſed in ſome neceſſary Employ- 
ee C (WT NI 6 KOI na . 
Theſe active and induſtrious Romans, who made uſe of all Art and Skill to the 
Advancement of their Profit, obſerving theſe Salt Marſhes to be very fertile, and 
tolye above the Reach of the ordinary Tides, beſtow'd the Pains and Coſt 


(lays 
Drgdale) to rarſe a ſtrong Bank of Earth on that fide the Level 1 * 
Ocean, to defend it from the overflowing of the Spring- tides; by which means, 


the Countries of Holland and Marſhland were won and gained. 

That the Level was not perpetually ſurrounded with freſh Waters, nor uni ver- 
ſally overflow'd by the Sea, but only part of it by Spring-tides, is plain from 
10 0 and Holland being imbanked, and alſo from the State of Ronmmey Marſb 
in Rent, ſubject to be over-flow'd by the Sea: which Romney Marſb, of abdut 
24000 Acres, was taken in by the Ram ant, in the ſame manner as Marſbland and 
Hillend but long before them; as appears front its Laws being made the Stan- 
ary, whereunto all the other Marſhes and Fenns 1n this Nation were to 
conform, 

Romney Marſb, tho' taken in long before this Level, continues drained, and is 
at this Day as rich Land as any in the Kingdom; it muſt ſeem ſtrange therefore, 
that Bedford-level ſhould be totally ſurrounded, when Romney Marſs is in ſo good 
Condition, But the Reaſon I take to be, | 

Succeeding Ages following the Example of the Romans, more and more of this 
Level hath been continually taken in and imbank'd, and by thoſe Banks the 
High-country Waters were kept from the Sea, whither the very Deſcent of the 
Country would carry them, if theſe Banks were not: which our good Commiſ- 
ſioners of Sewers of old time foreſeeing, did enjoin the Makers of thoſe Banks, 
to make, keep and maintain Gooles or Helps, both for the Safety of their Banks, 


and for the better Conveyance of the Waters. Thus in the Bank from Croyland 


Old Powdike- 


New Pow- 
dyke. 


to Gryhune, there was one Help at Dowſdale, and another at Clowes-croſs; both 
which (faith Mr. Atkins) are ſince decay'd, by the Neghgence or Sufferance of 
later times, | a 

And the deſcending of the Land-waters to Sea have been ſtill more and more 
obſtructed by the Length of Banks being increaſed. by Biſbops-bank, Needham- 
bank, Well-bank, and lately Turks-bank. 

It was preſented by a Jury for the Iſle of Ely, 25. Sept. 41. Eliz. That Turks- 
bank, containing in Compaſs about five Miles, would be a great Hinderance 
to the Fall of many Waters flowing toward the Sea through the Iſle of Eh; it 
being planted between the two moſt natural Drains on that fide the Iſle, &c. 
Therefore *twas order'd that the ſaid Turks-bank ſhovid be preſently cut. 

And the like Effects theſe Banks have wrought upon the Fenns now (Meadows 
once): The Banks to be made, may in time to come work upon the Upland 
Meadows (ſays Mr. Atkins.) This Experience hath ſhewn, for before the Old 
Powdike was made to fend off the Land-waters (7. Hen. III. Anno 1223.) from 
Marſbland, the lower Part of that Province was no better than Marſh, For the 
Banks that defended Marſh-land from the Sea, hinder'd the Downfall from get- 
ting to Sea; ſo that the Waters deſcending, the higher ſtagnated in the lower 
Grounds for want of Gools and Helps to paſs it away to the Outfall. Sir al- 
liam Dugdale faith, by an antient Pleading it appeareth, that before the 27th of 
Henry I. (6co Years ago) there was neither Habitation nor Ground that yielded 
Profit within that Part of Viggenbale, from Buftards-dole unto the South-ſide of 
the ſaid Town, except the Monaſtery of Crabb-houſe, with ſome Lands belong- 
ing thereto, all being then waſte, and in the nature of Fenn: And I find that 
when the old Powdike was much torn and broken by the Weight of the Land- 
waters on the South-ſide againſt it, that great Part of Marſbland was overflow'd 
by the freſh Waters: And becauſe the ſaid Powdike was judged by the Commiſ- 
fioners of Sewers, 1. Hen. VI. incapable of being mended, on acoount of the 
weakneſs of the Ground whereon it ſtood : Therefore Anno Dom. 1422, the New 
Powdike was ordain'd and decreed to be made; and accordingly it was made, 
and extended itſelf from Salters-lode to Nell ſboll. 

Hereupon the Land South of this new Bank became overfiow'd : for I find 
April 2. Anno 1423, that Thomas Duke of Exeter, &c. (becauſe ſeveral Lands 
in Upwell and Outwell were ſurrounded, cauſed by the new Powdyke) gave Leave 
to Henry Wells, Archdeacon of Lincoln, and others, to convey the Waters b 
Tunnels under the ſaid Powdyke thro' Rightforth-lode into Wiggenhall Ea, which 
carries it ſelf towards Biſhops-Lenn, | 2 And 


L 17 J 


And certain it is that the Powdyke, and the other defenſive Banks before- 
nam' d, were made parole to defend the Low-lands from the Floods deſcend- 
ing from the 1 58 nds : For by their Imbanking againſt theſe Floods, they had 
only their own Downfall-water to run off, which they did through Drains and 
Gools into the Rivers almoſt the whole Time the Tide in its Ebb is retreating 
to Sea; and thereby they kept the Land fo imbanked dry, as well Winter as 

ummer. | 135 e 
i But then theſe: Banks, while they ſaved. the Low-grounds they encompaſs'd, 
from being ſurrounded, an; drowned the Lands on the other fide of them, 
and made them Low- grounds, 1n.reſpe& of the remaining Part of the Level; 
ſo that in effect they have drowned more than they have ſaved, and made their 
Gain by others Loſs. And this is Matter of Fact, for Marſhland and the 
North- level were, by being thus enclos'd with Banks, made good Winter- grounds; 
but. then the Land South of their Banks, became only Summer Land, unleſs in 
very dry Years, However, good Summer Grounds they continued to be while 
the Sewers and the Outfall at Wishech were good; but later Times neglecting the 
Drains, and Wisbech River being imbanked againſt the Sea; and thoſe Banks, 
eſpecially from Wrchech upwards, built upon (as the Ouſe is at Germans, Magda- 
len, Stow, and Downbam) and by Incroachments, made too narrow; as it alſo 
was at Wisbech it ſelf, inſomuch that at the time of the Attempt for the general 
Draining, ſeveral Houſes were bought to be pulled down, in order to make the 
River there wider, as appears by Receipts for Money paid by the Earl of Bedford, 
Lord Gorges, &c. Anno 1637. I ſay tis certain that the River, by theſe En- 
croachments, was made ſo narrow, that the Land Floods when they came down 
in the Winter Seaſon could not find Paſſage to Sea; ſo that for want of room to 
get away, they were enforced to overflow the Level during that Seaſon; and 
in very wet Years, continued to ſurround it all the Summer, becauſe all the 
Sewers, Drains, Petty-drains, &c. (ſaith Mr. Atkins) within the Fenns; were 
ruinous and utterly decay d, which were the principal Conductors and Guiders 
of the Waters into the main Streams; which have grown up for want of Dyking 
and Scouring, and the Waters have been obſtructed by placing of Weers, Stamps, 
and divers ſuch Impediments, to the general Hurt of the whole Country, not 
only in theſe Petty-drains, but even in the very main Streams themſelves: where- 
of I ſhall give many Inſtances, r | 

Sir William Dugdale faith, It hath been a long receiv'd Opinion, as well by 
the Borderers upon the Fenns, as others, that the total Drowning of this great 
Level hath, for the moſt part, been occaſion'd by the Neglect of putting the 
Laws of Sewers in due Execution in theſe later Times. 

And Atkins faith, ſpeaking of Wisbech : This pitiful Outfall proccedeth of 
Neglect, in not Scouring and Dyking the River, nor preſerving and maintain 
ing the Petty-ſewers and Drains which antiently fed the ſame, by enforcing the 
Waters thereof, and keeping them in their proper Courſe; whereby the Sea 
finding but little Reſiſtance (nor Strength of a following Head of Water to ſcour 
the Channel continually) filted up the River and Outfall ; ſo that tho' of an- 
tient Time Ships of great Burden reſorted to Wisbech, yet for theſe Cauſes the 
Outfall fo ſilted up, that as long ſince as King Fobn's Time, above five hundred 
Years ago the Channel was ſo ſhallow, that People could paſs over at Low-water. 

This Outfall thus decay'd, the Waters of Great Ouſe, which paſſed through 
the Iſle of Ely in two Branches, the firſt Branch, call'd the Weſt-water, from 
Erith by Chateris to Benwick, where it met a Part of Nene, deſcending under 
Horſey-bridge, through the Meres, to Benwick aforeſaid, and they concurred in 
one Courſe to March-bridge, and ſo to Upwell; where they met with the other 
Branch of Ouſe, which fell from Erith to Harrimere; and after receiving the Ri- 
ver Grant (from Cambridge) paſſed united to Ely, thence to Litrleport-chair, and 
ſo by Wellney to Upwell aforeſaid, and from thence both Branches ran united to 
the North-ſea, by WWisbech, while that Outfall was good and perfect. But that 
decaying, and Wisbech River being neither deep enough nor wide enough to 
receive and paſs away theſe great Bodies of Water; the Weſt-water, or firſt Branch 
of Ouſe, with Nene united, which fell down partly by March to Well, not find- 
ing Paſſage through Vell to Visbech, did at Shrewiſneſs and Well moſt part thereof 
turn towards Littleport and Salters-lode, overflowing in its way all the low 
Grounds in the Iſle of Ely. See Haywards Map, made Anno 1604. 
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port, call'd Netodyle, and from thence into 
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Then faith Mr. Atkins, As it ſeemeth there was not any River between Lit- 

yt Chair and Rehetk, but all the Lodes, Lakes and Dykes, us. St. Edmonds- 
ah, Gndtlde, Dackey-lode , Se. took their natural Fall into 4 great 
Mere near Well, alPd che Wyde;" and from the Wyde, by divers Tracts, as 
Webwinch-lake, Aldy-lode, Small-lode, Cheſſelbeech, Waxbech-lode, &c. into the 
River at Uptwell, and thence with the Branch of Ouſe from Licrleporr: to the 
North-ſea by Wisbech. VCC 
This was ne Courſe of thoſe Waters while the Outfallwas good; but that decay- 
ing, and in conſequence thereof, great part of the Level being overflow'd in times of 


. 


Floods, and kept for the moſt part 1 Means were found, "{amth 


Mr. Atkins, to let Great Ou fall from Litrleport- Chair to Rebeck, ſee 
from 4 to B in Hayward's Map, (by a Lode, which at firſt ſeemed” to 
be called“ Hemmings-Fea) into *Onſe-paruz, which has its Courſe to Sal. 
rers-lode, and thence to the North-ſea by Tenne, whoſe Haven and Channel 
before that time was not above ſix Poles wide. But after W;sbech Outfall de- 
cay'd, Tyn- hauen was worn wider by degrees, by the Action of the Tides and Force 
of the freſh-Waters deſcending that way; for beſides the Waters of OJ 
9 having this new Paſſage given them to Sea, the River of Nene led its Waters 
alſo this way, e. g. from Peterborow to Ramſey, thence to a decay d River in March, 
call'd Great Gef, thence to a decay d Sewer call'd New Leame, thence to a cer- 
tain Place in Upwell, call'd Shrewyſneſt-point;, and there the faid River divided 
itſelf into two Branches, whereof the one returned 8. E. and was called the 
South Branch, unto a certain old decay d Sewer in Welney Hamlet, call'd Mayd- 
lode, and from thence to another old ag th: Sewer between Velney and Little- 
ſe at Littleport- Chair, after a Circuit of 
ty four Miles. (See the old Map of the Fenns, done by Hayward, An. 1604.) 
The North Branch deſcended from the ſaid Place call'd Shrewyſneſs-point, unto a 
certain Place in Outwell, called Outwell-ſholl, and from thence Southward unto a 
certain Place called North-delph, and from thence Eaſtward unto Salters-lode, 
and there into the great River, and by that Courſe to Sea through Lenne-haven. 
Thus the Waters of Nene were forced to take in a manner their full Flow and 
whole Courſe contrary to their wonted Avoidance, at Wisbech, by reaſon of the 
Decay of the Sewers, called the Great Croſs, the New Leame, &c. The Decay 
of ak ſaid ſeveral Sewers, with the Rivers, Lodes and Drains from them, 
extending unto the ſaid Town of Viebech; and in conſequence thereof, the De- 
cay of Wisbech Outfall itſelf, was the Cauſe of drowning and deſtroying the ad- 
jacent Country: And thus the Waters of Nene, in default of their proper Out- 
fall, deſcending to Sea by Lenne, IWisbech Channel, and ſo as low as the Croſs- 
Keys, thereby utterly decay'd. 1 
Great Ouſe having this new Courſe and Outfall given it, the Waters went off 
the Level much better than before; but (ſtill) the Channel of Lenne being but 
ſeven or eight Poles wide, it was not capable of receiving all the Water that 


wanted to deſcend that way; which indeed were all the Waters of the Level, 


the Deſcent being to this River at leaſt ſix Inches per Mile. And therefore the 
Waters of Nene (as well as thoſe of Ouſe) which endeavour'd to run part through 
Well. Heek to Salters-lode, and part with the Weſt Water to mba, wth and fo to- 
wards Lenne, the Ouſe and Lenne-haven not being then wide and ample enough 
to rceive them, they ſtill continued to ſurround the Level in Winter, and in 
time of Floods: and they were enforced to do ſo the more, becauſe all the an- 
tient Sewers were made to drain into Wisbech River; but now the Courſe of 
Great Ouſe being to Lenne, they could be of no uſe to convey any Water of the 
Level into this new Courſe. And therefore 21. Edw. I. Dams were order'd to be 
made, to force part of theſe Waters to Wisbech again; but in vain! And in the 
ſame King's Reign, Biſhop Langtone, to keep the Waters of the River Nene from 
drowning his adjacent Lands, made a Dam at Utwel, to turn the Waters to Wi/- 
bech, but they could not get Paſſage that way to Sea faſt enough; and therefore 
they roſe high on the Level, and drowned, as appears by the Preſentments of 
Jurors ſworn, 40000 Acres of Marſh Ground in Holland-fenn, 2000 Acres of 
Land belonging to the Abbey of Croyland, 7000 Acres of Meadow, Marſh and 
Paſture, of Deeping-fenn, Burgh-fenn, and Spalding-fenn ;, as alſo the Marihes of 
Keſteven were therefore overflow'd and drown'd. And a great Portion of Arable, 
belonging to all the Towns between Fenn-draiton and Benwick, unto ace > and 
| | arts 
A le Chair per Heminges-lode uſq; Gnat-lodes end, p. 112. lib. mei de ſcrip. forinſecis. 
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Parts adjacent, for Length and Breadth above thirty Miles, were commonly 
overflow d and drown'd every Year hereby. And all the Land from the Town 
of St. Neat, lying K or near to the River Ouſe, in Length thirty Miles, 
and in Breadth ten Miles, more or lefs, unto the Town of Benwick, where the 
River of Ouſe and Nene have their Confluence. And likewiſe the'Land and 
Meadows of all the Towns between Aylingron, - unto a Place called Fuftcote in the 
Fenn, which is ſixteen Miles, in Flood-time were overflow'd and drown'd by 
means hereof.” And the Marſhes of Burgh fenn, e hor Frokenholt-Fenn, 
and all the Land, Meadow and Paſture adjacent to thoſe Fenns, were overflow'd 
and drown'd when any Flood of Waters happen'd, in regard the ſaid Waters 
could not paſs, as before they had done. IO den 49-2144:475 3089 

And the Jurors being ask'd how much the faid Land was then more worth A NNO 
annually than it had been before the ſaid Stop was ſo made? They anſwer'd, 1331. 
forty Pound by the Year. Hereupon the Sheriff of Noyfolk, & e. had Command The Dan | 
to pull the ſaid Dam down : And 5. Edward III. it was removed, to the Relief ** 0 
of the aforeſaid Country, &c. wy | #797 

The Waters going all to Lenne again, and the River Ouſe and its Outfall being 
made wider and deeper 15 degrees, by the Tides and this great Confluente, they be- 


came a good Receptacle for great part of the Fenm-waters : But all the Sewers ha- 
ving been of antient Time made to drain into Wishech River, the Waters of the 
Middle and North Level could not get. to this Outfall otherwiſe than round 
about by Littleport, and through Well-Creek, and each of theſe Outlets wanting 
(the firſt) Deſcent, the ſecond Width enough, to convey into Ouſe the Waters of 
Nene, &c. the Low-land in the Ifle of Ely (particularly) continued drowned. 
Therefore, and becauſe the Inhabitants of Marſhland petition'd- that the Waters 
might be ſent their old Courſe by Wisbech, becauſe their Banks were in danger 
to be torn by the great 8 of Water JEN Sage 86 Lenne, King Richard II. 1401. 
commiſſion'd John Candiſh, ohn Holt, Thomas Pinchbake, and others, to inform 
themſelves about the State of the Country, and to cauſe to be repair'd the Walls, 
Gutters, Dykes, Bridges, Gotes and Sluices upon the Sea-coaſt, and about the 
Fenns in the Towns of Ely, Downham, Littleport, Haddenham, Sutton, Chatteris, 
Doddington, Marchford, Whitleſoy, Elme, Well, Wicbech, &c. in the Iſle of Fly, 
in the County of Cambridge; they being, through the Rage of the Sea, and the 
Overflowing of the Freſh waters to divers Places, in the Parts aforeſaid falling to 
the Sea, ſo rent and broken, that many ineſtimable Loſſes, for want of repairing 
them, have happen'd: And theſe Commuſſioners were to ſee them repair'd, at the 
Charge of the Landholders, according to the Cuſtom of the Country. 

And the Dykes, &c. being preſented by Jurors upon Oath, they were ordain'd 
to be made good ; and ſeveral Things were order'd to be done for the ſaving of 
the Towns of Elme and Well, by cleanſing the old Drains, &c. to convey the 
Waters from off the Level to Wisbech : But nothing was done herein. For, 

The 16th of Henry VI. Gilbert Haltoft, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, 1438. 
and dwelling about Well, in the Ifle of Ely, procured a Commiſſion for the Haltofis 
Draining of the Country; and accordingly proceeded in making Laws, * 

He decreed, That all Stamps, Dams and Engines, that were in the River of 
Wisbech, 5 the which the Water was any ways ſtayed, ſhould be taken up; and 


that none for the future ſbould make ſuch Stamps, Dams, Weeres, or other Engines 
2 * irne to the Sea, under the Pain of five Pound, to be levied by the Biſhop 
of Ely. | 

He alſo ordain'd, that all the Sewers of every Townſbip of Wisbech-hundred, 
foould be well, and in all Places from the Fenn-dyke, unto the Sea-dyke, digged and 
cleanſed ;, ſo that the Water might have its Courſe to the Sea without any Stops. 

And he alſo decreed the River of Wisbech to be enlarged and digged in Places of 
Deans, from Guyhirn to the Sea. 

ut either nothing was done herein, and theſe Laws were not put in Execution; 
or elſe 1f they were executed, the Waters could not get to Sea by MWisbech, but 
ſtill continued to annoy the Level, For, 

In Henry VII. Time, John Morton, Biſhop of Ely and Lord Chancellor of Eng- 1490. 
land, for the more ſpeedy Conveyance of the Waters from out of the Iſle of Ely , Mortons 
which Waters, in defect of their antient Outfalls by Spalding and Wisbech, much Leamé. 
annoyed the Body of the Iſle, by being forced to take their Paſſage ſome by 
Wittleſey-dyke, ſome by Horſey bridge into Wittleſey-Meer, thence into Ramſey- 

I meer, 
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meer, and ſo-round about; ſome falling towards Wzsbech by Great-croſs and Plant- 
water, and other ſome by March to Well, and through Well-Creek to Salters-lode, 
and there into Ouſe; and other ſome by Gor: to Littleport, and there into 
Ouſe, overflowing the Iſle. in their way. (See. Hayward's Map.) 
The Biſhop to prevent the Waters of Nene from coming into the Ile of Eh, 
cut à new . — 40 Feet wide, and 14 Miles long r 
Grounds within a Mile of Peterborow ; and continued it to Guybirn, 4 Hamlet 


in Pitbech Pariſh, and by ſetting a Sluice croſs the old River at Stanground, 


: 


turned the Waters of Nene down this new Cut. n 

But the River from Guybirn to Misbech being very narrow and ſhallow, it was 
not capable of receiving and paſſing through it to Sea all the Waters that came 
pouring down this new Canal in time of Floods united to the Waters of 
of Welland, which River anciently had its Outfall to Sea by Spalding f But 
the Earl of Exeter, who.undertook to drain Deeping. Fen (after one Captain La- 
vell had failed in that Attempt ). finding that by the Courſe of Welland. the ſaid 
Fen could not be drained, he conveyed the Waters of Weſtlode and Deeping Fen 
by Sluices and Paſſages under the Bottom of Welland and the Banks thereof, by 
new Drains into South Holland; and thence through the Inland Country to the 
Sea-Bank, and under them to Sea. a 4 | 3 

By this means the River of Welland, which before was but feeble and weak, 
became below Spalding almoſt no River at all; inſomuch as in a great View pf 
the Commiſſioners of Sewers, made in Avg. 1618, it was found from Croyland 
to * 8 to be very defective, and from Spalding to Sea almoſt filted up. 
4 e Outfall of Welland being thus 22 great Part of its Waters fell 
through Great Por ſand, and ſo by 92 lode to Sea; but that Outfall alſo de- 
caying, that way was ſtopped up, and the River driven to ſeek a Courſe in a 
very faint manner by South-Fea towards Wisbech : Where Aga thro* the Defe& 
of Wisbech Outfall, when theſe Waters met with thoſe of Nene at Mortons-leame 
End, i. e. Guybirn, they both turned back under Waterſey-Bank to Hobbs, and fo 
to March-Stream;, and there meeting with the old Branch of Nene came toge- 
ther to Well, and iſſued as much of their Waters as they could through Wel- 
Creek into Ouſe at Salters-lode: the Remainder were enforced to take their Courſe 
to Littleport, (ſee Hayward's Map) overflowing all the Low Grounds in their 
way, 1n much the ſame manner as before the New Leam was made *, 

And there being Gravels laid in this New River to keep up the Water for Na- 
vigation in Summer time, which hindred the paſſing away of the Floods in the 
Winter Seaſon, 14 or 15000 Acres of Land in the North Level were thereby 
drowned and made wholly unprofitable ; until the 38th of Elig. the Inhabitants 
of Thorney agreed on a Drain for paſſing away the Waters at Clows-croſs, From 
this Clowes-croſs there paſſed a Water-courle thro? the Inland to a Gote or Clow 
in the Sea-Bank, called Shire: gote; and this Water-courſe being ten or twelve 
Feet lower than the Level above, was conceived to be the beſt Drain to regain 
the ſurrounded Grounds on the North Side of Vitbech; and therefore the ſaid 
Sewer was made from 12 or 14 to 40 Feet in Width, quite away to Sea-ward, 
where 1t had a very good Fall. 

But becauſe if they had let the Waters of the New Leam run always this 
way to Sea, Wisbech Outfall muſt have been therby loſt, and with 1t the Na- 
vigation of that Port; therfore this Shire Drain hath been made uſe of only, or 
at leaſt principally to drain the North Level: Which it continued to do effectual- 
ly till within theſe five or fix Years laſt paſt. Of late the Outfall of Wishech fo 
333 and the Sands ſo prevailing, that the Sluice Doors of their Drain to 
Seaward are ſilted up, and that famous Drain which convey'd to Sea the Waters 
of the North Level, and kept it dry 160 Years, is now render'd uſeleſs. The 
Loſs of this Outfall is cauſed by Wisbech River growing up, which is occaſion'd 
partly for want of Freſhes, there having been no conſiderable Flood for ſeveral 
ſucceſſive Winters till the laſt Year, 

Partly by taking almoſt all the Waters out of Mortons-leam into the Fens, 
2 through Sluices in Summer: time, ſo that hardly any goes down to the Out- 

all. | 

Partly by the Banks of that Leam being placed at too great Diſtance from 
each other, whereby a ſmall Flood in Winter is loſt, and hath but little Effect in 


driving out to Sea the Silt left by the Tides in Summer-time, k 
But 


* Cambden ſays, (5. 412.) this Leam is but of ſmall Uſe, and the Neighbours complain of it. 
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of Shire Drain was quite choaked up, and that the North Level was 
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But principally by taking in conſiderable Quantities of Salt Marſhes neat iſ 
dech, and thereby depriving the Chanel to Seaward of its ancient Stock of Back- 
Water, confining the Tidal Flood in too narrow Compaſs, and dimimifting the 
Quantity of Water that heretofore in its Ebb ſcoured the Silt, and kept N 
Chanel open. 18015 , n ADR Nt, 1.2 't 2 E, * quo fl. 
For theſe Cauſes the River below Wisbech is fo choaked up with Sand from 
Sea, that Guntborp- Sluice-Doors are forcibly kept ſhut by them; ſo that the 
North Level now ſhare the ſame Fate as the reſtof 'the'Fens, and is drowned the 
whole Year round, 7 33 12:130 ebf tw ITT 
Indeed ſeveral Attempts were made hy the Inhabitants of theſe Parts to open 
Guntborp Sluice- Doors, to let the Land- Waters thro' to Sea, but in vain. 


And the Officers of the Corporation of Adventurers obſerving that the Outfall 
means 
thereof totally drowned; they endeavoured to recover this Drain i800 Outfa 
and to relieve the Country diſtreſſed. The Scheme they propos'd was to make 
a Cut in Wisbech River from about half a Mile beyond Guntborp Sluice toward 
Wisbech, to Gunthorp Sluice, cloſe under Shoar, one hundred Foot wide; into 
which Canal they intended to turn the River (which is here about half a Mile 
wide) by means of a Dam to be made croſs the Chanel at the upper End of 


this Cut: Thinking by guiding the Waters through this Canal to grind out the 


Silt and Sand, and gain a Depth in it ſufficient to recover and open Gwunthor 

Sluice, and make a Chanel for Shire Drain-Waters to paſs to Sea. And the Ad- 
venturers ſo far executed this Deſign, that the ſaid Cut was finiſhed, and the in- 
tended Dam was made, extending from the North Bank of Wisbech River dire&- 
ly croſs as far as the Chanel; and they were bringing it quite croſs, but that the 
5 9 of Sewers of Wizsbech obſerving that the Bottom of the ſaid Cut 
was not made near ſo deep as was Low-water Mark in the Chanel of the River, 
and that it was but 100 Feet wide, whereas the old Courſe is half a Mile wide: 
they were apprehenſive, if they ſuffer'd the old Chanel to be damned acroſs, and 
they had after that only this narrow Cut, of a high Situation, to receive the 
Tides from Sea, and to paſs away their back Water and Freſhes, that their Na- 
vigation would be thereby deſtroy d, & And they were the more afraid that 
this would be the Conſequence, becauſe the. Officers of the Adventurers had be- 
fore propos d ( both in Print and in Writing) “ wholly to deſert Wisbech Cha- 
nel near Gunthorp Sluice, and carry the Waters thereof in a large Canal to be 
made thro* Marſhland from Walpole to Lyn, and there to join the Waters of 


< the River Ouſe, &c. for, ſay they, thereby a Fall of 15 Feet and 3 Inches 


* will be gained from Wisbech River to the River Ouſe, which will effectually 
prevent the ſtraining of the Banks of Mortons-leame and Wisbech River in 
time of Floods, and ſecure a conſtant Run at Shire Drain for the Relief of the 
North Level“. But it being demonſtrable, that this Method would not an- 
ſwer the Ends they propoſed, and that it would ruin the Navigation of Wisbech ; 
the Inhabitants of that Town were very apprehenſive, that this new Work (viz; 
the Cut and Dam) was intended to ruin their Chanel, and that then the Nene 
muſt be ſent through Marſhland to Lyn, there to join the Ouſe. Thus tenacious 


of their Navigation, they oppoſed the Adventurers, and prevented their proceed- 


ing to finiſh their intended Work. 


And the making a Dam croſs a Navigable River being contrary to Law, the 
Commiſſioners of Sewers commenced a Chancery Suit againſt the Adventurers, 
and obliged them to remove ſo much of the Dam as they had made, viz. a 
Bank of about 7oo Yards in Length. | 

Thus that Corporation not being permitted to finiſh this Project, which too 
inſtead of being of Service to the North Level, would in a ſhort time have ren- 
der'd it irrehevable at all by Wisbech Outfall ; the Bedford Family and the Earl 
of Lincoln took this Affair under their Conſideration, and order'd a Survey to be 
made. After I had taken the Level from Gunthorp Sluice to Seaward, and 
found that there was ſufficient Deſcent from the Soil of the North Level to Low- 
water Mark in WWisbech Chanel, where Weſt-mere Creek opens into the Sea to 
drain the ſaid Level; it was propos'd to make a Canal within Land from the 
North-Eaſt Corner of Ti4 Common, to continue Shire Drain through Cuxton's 
Marſhes, and by the Waſb-way Houſe to Weſt-mere Creek, being near three Miles, 
and there to ſet down a Sluice againſt the Sea; where there having always been 


a Flood 


1576, 


be ſilted up, and loſt to Draining. - - 
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1 Flood or Ebb Channel, 'tis thought this Sluice will not ſoon! he ſilted up; eſpe- 


cially if Swtton-marſb be not inned, which the Town of Wisbech and the Cor- 
porations of Adventurers muſt, if poſſible, prevent; for as the imbanking and 
taking in Salt Marſhes near Viibecb, hath contributed to the Deſtruction of the 
Channel upward; fo the Inning of Sutton-marſb will go a or way toward the 

wing up of the Channel: downward, by which means -the- Ship-road' will be 
to Miabech; and the new Sluice that is propoſed to be ſet down, may poſſibly 


* 
» 


There were indeed other Propoſals offer'd for Draining the new Level; but 
the honourable: Colonel Armfring, his Majeſty's now Engincet-General, being 
conſulted, he, after having, at the Requeſt of the Earl of Lincoln, & c. been 
upon the Spot, gave his Opinion, that this is the oy Method that can with 
Certain — th North Level through Mitbech Outfa I, 1 | ry on ac. S 

The Difficulty here will be, to make the Drain and Sluice ſtand the whole 
Length of Way, being a Quickſand ; but for this Cauſe, the Canal is-propoſed 


to be cut very battering; vis. ſeventy Feet wide at top, ten Feet deep, and but 


twenty Feet wide at bottom; and the Earth dug out, is intended to be carried 
td a ſufficient Diſtance, that its Weight may not not make the Sides cave in. In 
ſetting down the Sluice, there muſt be the utmoſt Precaution and Care taken; 
for it is well known, that the Sluice ſet down by King Charles I. at the Outfall of 
Shire-drain, ſtood not above ſeven Days, but was ſwallowed up and loſt, _ 
But if the Sluice ſtands, as this Canal will certainly drain the North Le- 
vel, the Duke of Bedford and the Earl of Lincoln are reſolved to have it 
forthwith executed; by which means, that Level will be reſtored to its preſtine 
Fruitfulfulneſs. | Is 

And it is hoped in general, tho' the great Level of the Fenns are now drowned 
the whole Year round, that the Middle and South Level, as well as the North, 
will be again recover'd. | | 

And as the Pomentin Fenns in Latium, which had been drained by Cornelius 
Cetbegus, the Conſul, and made a rich and populous Country, but afterwards, 
by negle& of maintaining the Works, the Waters again by degrees gained upon 
the Land; fo that in 4. (ris Time, theſe Fenns were become fo re-ſtagnated, 
that it was then eſteeme 
and inhabited as they had been: Yet was again drained, and the Land re- 
cover'd by the Emperor Trajan. 117 
So the Inhabitants of theſe Fenns and the adjacent Parts, relying on the 
known Juſtice and Honour of the Earl of Lincoln; and being convinced of his 
good Affection for this Country, and that he, as Surveyor-General of the great 
Level of the Fens, perfectly underſtanding the Cauſes of theſe Fenns now 
(Meadows once) being ſurrounded, will take proper Meaſures, and in Con jun- 
ction with other Powers, execute proper Methods to recover them from the Wa- 
ters, and make this a fruitful, populous and rich Country. But to return from 
this Digreſſion. | 

From what hath been ſaid of Mortons Leam, 1t appears, that while that 
Leam diſtreſſed the North Level, &c. it gave little or no Relief to the Ifle of 
Ely, but thoſe Lands continu'd overflow'd as before, as appears by the Preſent- 
ments made of the Rivers and Drains neglected ; of Rivers want of Scouring, of 
Gravels, Stamps, Weres, and other Stops of Water ; and not ſheering and roding 
of the Streams, and keeping the Waters clear from Weeds, &c. in the Years 
1528, 33, 35, 36, 70, 76, Oc. 

And for the Neglect of their Sewers, &*c. there was an Eſtreat of the Seſſions 
of Sewers holden at Ely, April 16. 16. Eliz. by which the Inhabitants of ſeveral 
Towns were diſtrained, viz. the Towns of Downham, Littleport, Stretham, Sut- 
ton, Cyveney, Doddington, Mepale, Chateris, Wittleſey, Willingham, Wickford, 
Wentworth, Witcham, &c. for not Diking out their Lodes, for neglecting Banks 
and Sewers, and for ſetting down Stamps, Oc. | 

But theſe Lodes and Sewers leading to Wisbech River, whoſe Outfall grew into 
more and more Decay; and the Ouſe now having the new Courſe to Lenne, the 
keeping them in Repair could be of but little uſe toward Draining the Country, 
which wanted new Sewers to convey the Waters of the Level into the new 
Courſe of the Ouſe, to be paſſed away to Sea through the new Outfall by 


Lenne. 
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a Miracle they ſhould ever have been ſo well drain'd 
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23) 
much affecting the 6884 of 855 Country, procured an Act a Parlane for ma- 
king new Drains, Sc. which was intitled, * 
An AR for the Draining of certain Hann: and Low-grounds within the Iſle of V 12. 
Ely, end Conti adjoining, ſubje# to Hurt by Surrounding : And ran thus. 28. 


| WO 5J gh 2009 1. * Lord Pop- 
« Whereas it is affirmed by $kilful and 


oY OE IE FOTO 
kilful a W Oc. That the Fenns and _ 
* Low-grounds, lying and being within the Iſle: of EH, &c. may be drained, if 
e ſufficient Authority be given: And whereas Sir Fobn Popham, and others, 
e have undertaken to do their beſt Endeavours, ©, Be it therefore enacted, &c. 
That the ſaid Sir John Popham, &c. {hall have Power, ©. to make Works for 
that purpoſe, Oc, +» ol ie d % coo yang) of 
And to cauſe to be made a ſufficient Conveyance for Ouſe, either by enlarg- 
ing tlie Channel, or by imbanking in ſuch Places, or by doing any thing elſe, 6 
by them thought. needful, from Erith- bridge to Salters-lode ;, ſo as they debar | 
not the Towns and Commons of convenient Paſſage and Acceſs to the River 
over the Banks, in convenient Places, for neceſſary Occaſions, 
And to make two new Rivers, to begin about Erith- bridge, where ſix Com- 
“ miſſioners, whereof four inhabiting within the Ifle ſhall think fit, to fall into 
* Ouſe about Denver-hith ; with ſufficient Banks and Indikes, as well of Old 
* Ouſe, as of the new Rivers, to be laid fo far off one from the other, as ſix 
«* Commiſſioners, whereof four of the Ifle of Ey, &c. or of the Counties of 
Cambridge or Norfolk reſpectively, where the Work ſhall be done, ſhall think fit: 
with 2 Sluices at the upper end tbe new Rivers and Weſt-water, in ſuch 
ſort as the Navigation in Old Ouſe and Grant be not impair J. 
And to imbank in all Places needful, Grant, Mildenhall, Brandon, and 
« Stoke Rivers, VIZ. 
Grant, from or near a Corner below Claybith-ferry. 
« Mildenball,? Rivers from their Entrance into the Fenns, or from ſome more 
« Brandon, convenient Place, 10% . 
Stole River, from Stabe-cauſey, unto the Places where they fall into Ouſe. 
And to do any thing elſe needful for the Preſervation of che Lid Banks; and 
* to amend, and to enlarge the ſaid Rivers where need is: And the Banks 
and Indykes to be laid fo far aſunder as fix Commiſſioners of Sewers ſhall think 
* fit, (four of the Iſle of Ely, or reſpectively where the Work is done) with 
convenient Acceſs to the Rivers, as aforeſaid. - 
And to make ſufficient Land-Ezas and Banks in all Places needful, ſo near 
* the Skirts of the Upland, as fix Commiſſioners ſhall think fit, to convey the 
* Waters to the Rivers. 1135 
And if any Perſon ſhall maliciouſſy cut, break up or caſt down any Bank 
made, or hereafter to be made, for this Draining; and ſhall not within four- 
teen Days after Publication made in the Pariſh-Church where the Offence 
ſhall be done, ſurrender himſelf to a Juſtice of the Peace, and in fourteen 
Days after pay the Fine the ſaid Juſtice ſhall think ſufficient for the amending 
* the Damage, and double Damages to the Party indaniaged, that then the 
* Offenders ſhall be adjudged Felons. | | 
* And that the Undertakers, their Heirs and Aſſigns, for draining, and pre- 
* ſerving, and perpetual Maintenance of the ſame Draining, ſhall have for ever 
in Severalty 112000 Acres Statute Meaſure, to be taken and proportion'd out 
of every particular Manor, or out of any other Fenn or Low Grounds within 
the Limits, &c. by Commiſſioners thereto aſſigned, according to their Diſcre- 
tion, and to diſtinguiſh what Number of Acres ſhall be ſo taken out. 
* And that the Undertakers ſhall have all the Soil, Waters and Fiſhings of all 
the new Rivers. 55 
And the Undertakers to take no Profits of the Grounds, but as they ſhall 
finiſh the Draining of every Manor, ſo to enter into the Grounds proportion'd 
* within the ſame Manor. | 
But if any of the Fenns, Cc. fall out to be again overflown, then there 
** ſhall be reaſonable Recompence made (to the Parties . by the Go- 
* vernor out of the 112000 Acres aſſigned for the perpetual N pd 
I reſer- 
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< Preſervation of the ſaid Draibing ; to be aſſeſſed by aby fix Juſtices of the 
* Peace ( whereof two to be of the Quorum) where» ſuch) furronnding ſhalt 
happen, payable when they ſhall appoint; and an Action of Debt to lye 
* nagainſt the Governors for the ſame, with Damage for Non- payment, & c. And 
W if all the Profit of the 112000 Acres will not make Satisfaction, then th 


hole muſt; and the Parties damnified, according to their ſeveral Eſtates; 


1605. 
Hopham- 
lode. 


„ ſhall enter, into all again, until the Fenns ſhall be recovered again by new 
- © Draining or Repairs at the Undertakers Coſt, &7, ' nit —— 


The Undertakers to finjſh'the Works within three Years next after this Par- 
d e F * 


[44 * ” 5 1 » . 8 
© llament. A att 


And, after the faid Drainjng, chere Mall be a Corporation, Body Politik, 


* or a Company of thirty known, diſcreet, and ſufficient Perſons, 2 the Name 
Hof the Governors of the Fens within the Iſle of Ely, and the ( ies ad- 
joining: And they ſhall be enabled to purchaſe and part with Lands, &. and 
to ſue and to be ſued by that Name. And the firſt to be theſe Martin 
* Biſhop of Ely——Sir Anthony Mildmay— Sir John Peyton Governor of 
* Guernſey——Sir Oliver Cromwell——* Sir Robert Sir Edward Coke 
* Attorney——* Sir Fobn Cutts-——* Sir Jobn Heigham——* Sir Robert Wing- 
feld Sir Robert Cotton Sir Edward Apeſly——*: Sir Henry Warner 
Sir Miles Sandes Sir Simeon Steward——* Sir Thomas Lambart—— 
„ir William Rumney, Rn ENS Tynaal, Dean of Ely——* An- 
* thony Irby Thomas War —— Thomas Rawlyne —— Henry Totnal, Eſqires. 
os ohn Eldred Roger Offeild of London, Merchant — John Fincham 
and John Hunt, Gent. £5 | e N 

« And as theſe do die, new to be choſen by the moſt Voices out of ſuch 
Lords or Undertakers, as ſhall have 1000 Acres at the leaſt of Lands aſſigned 
to the Undertakers as aforeſaid. J\ > nt. | 


Theſe and other Particulars of leſs Note being agreed on, Sir John Popham, 
fell in hand with the Work. And in Purſuit of this noble Undertaking Ge ha- 
ving been proved by a View of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, That at Salters- 
lode there was a Fall of ten Foot from the Soil of the Fenns to the Low-water Mark 
in the River Ouſe, beſide the natural Deſcent of the Fenn- grounds from theUplands 
of Huntington thither: and Well-creek being very narrow, and uncapable of paſ- 
ſing away the Waters thro' it into the Ouſe, or of being made wider at and about 
Well, on account of Villages ſituate on its Banks, Oc. Therefore) the Lord Popham, 
&c. ordain'd a new River to be made eighty Feet wide, and eight Feet deep, 
from March River to the Ham, croſs Marmond, &c. through Neete-more, to 
fall into Well-creek, near London-lode (ſee Hayward's Map); and from thence 
to Salters-lode, Well-creek was to be dyked fixty Feet wide, and the Bottom funk 
four Feet deep under Low-water Mark, viz. as deep as Orſe; that thereby the 
Fenns might be drain'd, and the extream Floods receiv'd. 


The 7th of Auguſt, 1605, this new River was begun, Mr. Richard Atkins 
then by; and the Work was proſecuted ſo well, that upon the 21ſt of December 
following the Waters were let through it to eaſe the Iſle, and help Well River. 


But Mr. Atkins faith, (my Lord Popham dying) it was ſtopp'd up, in regard 
of the Inſufficiency of the Banks. Till four Years after, une 7. 1609, it was 
again purſued to be perfected, and was caſt two Foot deeper, for the Benefit of 
moſt part of the Iſle of Ely, eſpecially for the Hundred of Wzsbech, and the 
Towns of Upwell, March, Doddin ton, Wimlington, Bemwick, Chatteris, Wittle- 


ſey, &c. and other Parts thereto adjoining, even to the Highlands: For all which 


it would have been a perfect Drain, as it was preſented at a View of Commiſ- 
lioners of Sewers, July 26, 1608. 


But this River being hotly purſued at the firſt making, went on without any 
Satisfaction made for the ſeveral Grounds which were cut through to make it, or 
the Commons, by which it paſſed. Hereupon Sinolphus Bell, Eſq; having much 
Ground adjoining yearly drowned by this new River (called Popham-lode) ob- 


tain'd 
N. By, Thoſe mark d thus & were Comiſſioners of Seyers, 
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. 
tain'd by a View of the Commiſſioners, a Law to keep the upper Doors thereof 
ſhut, until the Country would fatisfy the Parties 1njur'd; and alſo ſo fortify the 
Banks, that his Grounds ſhould not thereby be hurt. | | 

And the. Doors at the upper end were accordingly kept ſhut, ſo that no Waters 
could paſs through this new River. Which River (ſaitk Mr. Arkjns) was 4 
worthy-one; and well placed, having from Well-cown End to Saltero- lde, which 
is a little above four Miles, more Fall than there is thought to be between Peter- 
borow and Woll, which is forty Miles and more, as the Water cometh, | 

This famous new River being ſtopp'd, the Country lay in its former Condi- 
tion; and my Lord Popham dying, his whole Project was rejected: and ſonothing 
was done. And the Level, by reaſon of the Diviſion there was between the 
Commiſſioners of Sewers, & c. who had no Power to make new Works; and be- 
cauſe the Country wanted proper Drains, g. continued to be greatly annoyed 
N which gave occaſion to the Undertaking for a general Draining of 

e © CANS, — e $444 "4 __— 


H IRE T. 


Nov. 8. 
1616. 


SE CT. IV. 


Of the * ertaking for a General Draining of the great Level of the Fens . 


and of the Limitations and Refiraints ſtipulated in the Adventurers ori- 
ginal l Contradie, and Froceeding, for the preſerving the Navi- 
gation of the Port of King's-Lyn, and of Cambridge, in all the Rivers 
that have their Courſe through the ſame, &cc. with the Arguments for 


* = 


and againſt the Scheme that was follow'd to drain the Fenns. 


THAT Wisbech River, originally the great Outfall of the Level, was loſt 
by Neglect of putting the Laws of Sewers in Execution, and by not ta- 
king care to keep the Rivers and principal Drains clean, Oc. is indiſputable 
And it hath been already proved, that the Decay of that Outfall was the Occa- 
ſion of the Country's being ſurrounded at firſt, And after the Waters of Great 
Ouſe were let fall into Ouſe Parva, in conſequence thereof the Outfall of Lenne 
became the fitteſt to carry off the Fen Waters. The Reaſon why the Lands 
in the Ifle of Ely, &c. continued drowned was, there were no proper Drains to 
convey the Waters of the Level into the River of Great Ouſe, which now has its 
Courſe by Lenne to the North Sea, the Drains having all of them been of ancient 
Time made to ſew into the Ouſe, while it had its Courſe and Outfall by Wiſ- 
bech;, which ſaid ancient Drains were now of no Uſe for Conveyance of the 
Fen Waters to Sea. : 
And though my Lord Popham did by Act of Parliament make new Works, 
yet it was queſtioned whether the Commiſſioners of Sewers could by their Pow- 
er make new Works where none had been before; and great Controverſies aroſe 
( 12. Jacobi) in the Counties of Cambridge, Huntington and Northampton, about 
the Extent of their” Commiſſion ; many obſtinate and ill- diſpos'd Perſons pre- 
tending, that the Commiſſioners of Sewers had not Authority to cauſe new 


Banks, Drains, or Sluices, to be made where there had not been any before, 


c. and that they. had not Power to lay a Tax or Rate for doing ſuch new 
Works. — This Oppoſition tending to the manifeſt Peril of the Deſtruction and 
Inundation of many large Levels, the Commiſſioners of Sewers repreſented the 
ſame to the Lords of the Privy-Council; and their Lordſhips (Nov. 8. 1616.) 
finding in their Wiſdoms that it could neither ſtand with Law, nor common 


Senſe and Reaſon, that in Caſe of ſo great Conſequence the Law could be ſo 


void of Providence, as to reſtrain the Commiſſioners of Sewers from making 
new Works to ſtop the Fury of the Waters, as well as to repair the old, where 
Neceſlity did require 1t for the Safety of the Country : The Board order'd the 
Attorney-General to conſult the King's Learned Council: And they having 
weigh'd and compar'd theſe undue Proceedings with the ancient Laws of this 
Realm, and the Practice of ancient and late Times; and with the Opinion of the 
late Lord Chief-Juſtice Popham, touching the Power and Authority of the Com- 
miſſion of Sewers. EN 

Sir Henry Hobart, Attorney-General, made the following Report : 

* That the Grounds now ſought to be won by theſe new Sewers and Drains, are 
* ſuch as naturally and anciently were dry Grounds, and not continually overflozwn , 
* ſo as they were truly Land and not Water, and are ſtill to this Day diy half the 
* Tear, and ſometimes in dry Tears longer. 

< That there have been always common Drains maintain'd at publick Charge 
* for the conveying away of the Waters in time of Downfals or other Over- 
* flows. f 
* That the ſaid ancient Drains cannot now poſſibly (were they never ſo well 
maintain'd) drain the Country, becauſe their Conveyance while they were 
in Uſe, was into the Sea, running out at Wjsbech, from whence the Sea is now 
departed: So that there is no Way now to carry theſe Waters to the Sea but 
by Lenne-haven, to which therefore theſe Works are made to carry them. 
The Cafe, I ſay, ſtanding thus in all theſe Parts, I am of Opinion, that the 
Law of Sewers lately made for this new Work is warranted by the Commil- 
ſioners of Sewers : / that a Tax may be ſet as well for the making and 
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maintaining of it, according to the Meaning of the Statutes and Commiſſion, 
« 2s it might have been for the old, if they had remained ſtill in Uſe.” 
« And-therefore I am of mind plainly, that though it may ſeem ſtill in the 
« Power of the Commiſſion by the Letter of it to maintain the old Sewers; yet 
the Commiſſioners cannot now enforce the Maintenance of them, when they 
are no longer indeed/Sewers, nor any Benefit or Damage can ariſe from them: 
« For Sewers are made and maintained for the Land, and not the Land for the 
„ Sewers. On the contrary, when they fail, Reaſon teacheth, and Neceſſity 
e epforceth, that ſome other 5 be found in Supply of it. And the 
« Words of the Commiſſion bears it plainly, that gives Power in one Clauſe 
« to make neceſſary and behooful Laws for the Safeguard and Preſervation of 
* the Lands lying to the Premiſes ; which Premiſes being reſtrain'd as much as 
% may be to the Sewers, yet the Land lying to them muſt be underſtood the 
Lands about them, or for whieh they were wont to ſerve : So that the Safe- 
* guard and Preſervation of the Lands is the principal End of the Commiſſion ; 
« which being not to be preſerved by the old Sewers, are by this Clauſe to be 
« preſerved at large, that is, as beſt may be: And by the Judgment of the Com- 
ce mifſioners ſhall be found neceſſary and behooful, which Words and Meaning 
« are ſatisfied in this Caſe. * arts | een "35221. 
HENRY HoOBART. 


But notwithſtanding this his Opinion given of the Power of the Commi/foners 
of Sewers, yet ſuch was the Oppoſition of ſome Men, and the Inability of other 

en for making new Works, and ſuch Variety of Opinions, and ſuch Diſtraction 
there was between the Commiſſioners themſelves at their Meetings, that much 
Charges were loſt, and nothing could be agreed on to be done. Therefore the 
Commiſſioners of Sewers for the Counties of Northampton, Cambridge, Huntington, 
Lincoln, Norfolk, and the Iſle of Ely, exhibited an humble Petition to the Right 


Honourable the Lords and others of his Majeſty's Privy-Council, 19. June, Fune 19. 


1618, | 


Shewing, 

That — * their Honours were pleas'd to take into their Conſiderations 
* the great Work of Draining; and to effect it the better, did direct that one 
general Commiſſion of Sewers ſhould be granted for all theſe Counties, that 
* ſo by a general Care and Conſent it might be foreſeen, that nothing ſhould: be 
* done under the Pretence of doing good to one Part, which might annoy ano- 
ther: Since which Commſſiion granted, ſundry Seſſions have been holden, at 
* which a more than ordinary Number of Commiſſioners have been preſent : 
** Whoſe Forwardneſs to meet, approve their Deſires to forward the general 
Work; and yet nevertheleſs hath not hitherto ſorted out that Effect of their 
* Labours, as they hope and deſired, by reaſon of the Variety of Opinions 
** amongſt the Commiſſioners, which diſtract their Reſolutions and Judgments. 

* The Means to effe this, reſt upon the Conſideration of theſe. two Things. 


*. That it be provided, that the three ancient Rivers of Nene, Welland, 
and Oruſe, may be convey'd to the Sea by their ſeveral Paſſages with 
* ſuch convenient Outfalls, as ſhall be fitteſt for the ſeveral Good and 
** Safety of all Parts. 

II. That Care be taken of the Town of Lyn, the Country of Marſhland 
and IWieggenhall, the Hundred of Wisbech, and Part of Holland. 


Let becauſe all agreed not in the Means of effecting thereof, whereby it came 
< to paſs, that ſome to ſatisfy their own Opinions, and ſome to prevent their 
Fears and particular Loſs or Charge, have made ſome Oppoſitions; and one 
äin the Abſence of another have troubled this Honourable Board with Petitions 

and Informations, which hinder the Work intended; and whilſt theſe things 

are in Diſpute, the Work is deferr'd, Time and Charge loſt, and many Parts 
ſuffer and undergo much Danger. 
** We humbly beſeech your Honours, on the Behalf of theſe whole Countries, that 
your Honours, for the preventing the like Inconveniencies hereafter, will be 
* pleas'd by Order from this Honourable Board to direct, that at the General 
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+ Seſſions already appointed to be holden at Hunti 


neton on the laſt of this 
* Month, one of the Clerks of the Board may be preſent, and with the Com- 
< miſſioners may take a View of the Outfalls, if need ſhall require; to tlie end 
< that he being indifferent to all Parts and Parties, may truly without Partiality 
inform your Lordſhips of thoſe Things, which ſhall then be propounded of 
<« the Fealibleneſs of the Work, and the fitteſt Means to effect it, without, or with 
* the leaſt Loſs to any Part. And that upon the Return thereof to this Honou- 
* table Board, one conſtant! and reſolute Courſe be directed by. Order of 
„this Board, whereunto they aſſure themſelves-every Man will ſubmit. his own 
<< private-Conceit, and thereby reſt ſatisfied. Signed, "50 TA | 
IL. NADA Gebrge Manners — Fra. Fane— Miles Sandy. — Robert Bevell— 
John Curt. — Hen. Carvill—Will. Wendy Robert Audley—Robert Hearh, 


At Whitehall on Friday Afternoon; the ſaid * of June, their Lordſhips 
took this Petition into Conſideration, and: “ did tefolve and order, at the Motion 
i and Deſire of the Commiſſioners, according to Precedents of former Times, 
that one of the Clerks of the Council (to which Purpoſe Sir Clement Edmonds, 
* Kt. was named) ſhould repair to the Town of n the 12th Day of Au- 
* ouſt next enſuing, to be preſent at the Aſſembly and ting of the Commiſ- 
2 1 of Sewers of thoſe Parts; to the end that having, as an indifferent Par- 
” Pa fully informed himſelf, upon View of all the Outfalls, and Information of 
* the Country, of the true State of that Affair, he may either, upon Conference 
* and Debate of the Differences, accommodate the fame as ſhall be expedient, 
or otherwiſe make Report thereof to the Board, that thereupon ſuch final Or- 
der may be taken, as ſhall be found moſt requiſite for the general Good and 
* Safety of thoſe Countries. bitt | 

And it is farther ordered, That a ſufficient Number of the Commiſſioners 


l of every the ſaid Counties do meet at Huntington at the time appointed, and 


12. Aug. 


© ſuch Order taken, as ſhall be then thought expedient. 


* 1618. 


attend the Service from Place to Place, until the Outfalls be all viewed, and 


RE”, ; | 
Concordat cum Regiſtro, 
Ex C. EDMONDES, 


At a General Seſſion of Sewers holden at Huntington by Appointment of the 
“ Lords of the Privy-Council, whereat Sir Clement Edmonds, Kt. one of the 
* Clerks of the ſaid Honourable Privy-Council. was preſent. 

At this Aﬀembly of the Commiſſioners of Sewers it is ordered, That three 
* Commiſſioners of every County ſhall accompany the ſaid Sir Clement Edmonds 
* to take View of the Outfalls, and to inform themſelves of the State of the 
County in reſpect thereof, and of other Debates and Differences amongſt the 
* Commuſſioners, according to an Order of the Board at Whitehall, 19. June, 


The Committees agreed upon at the ſaid Seſſion to perform the ſaid Service. 


Northamptonſhire Mr. Catesb 

. #0 
Mr. Edwards. 
81 Carvil. 


Ty Francis Fane. 


Mr. Fincham. 
Mr. Butler. 


Norfolk 


Sir Oliver Cromwell, _ 


Huntingtonſbive } Sir Robert Bevil. 
Mr. Cromwell, Sen. 


| (Sir George Manners. 
Lincolnſhire Sir William Melby. 
( der jeant Ba mtre. 
Sir John Cuts, 
Combridgeive Sir Richard Cocks. 
Mr. Colvile. 
Sir Miles Sandys. 
Iſle of Ely 585 Simeon Steward, 
Mr. Beneworth, 


And after Sir Clement Edmonds, in Company of theſe Commiſſioners, had taken 
a general View of the Fens and their Ourfalls, he made the following Report to 
the Lords of his Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy-Councll. 
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Lord Archbiſnop f Canterbury..." + © Mr. Comptroller.. 
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Lord Privy enk 1, © Lord Margins Fans. 
Lord Chamberlain 

Farbof Arundel. N 

90 ii. Watt Lord Viſcount Doncaſter. Rn 

Ml. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

MMMlaſter of the Rolls, 
Sir Edward Coke. 
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Lordfvips Orders of the r9th of June laſt, concerning the S, Clement 


“ Difference ariſing upon the Execution of the Commiſſion of Sewers for the Coun- Edmonds bis 


tier of Nb 
as Huntington the 12th Day of Att uſt tal and was preſent at a General Seſſion of 
„ S44»+rs, Which by your Lordſhips ſaid Order was appointed to be held at that 
„place: Where moſt of the principal Knights and Gentlemen, Commiſſioners 
* for thoſe Parts, were then met together. At which Seſſion, for their better 
« Dire&on and Proceeding it was ordered, That three Commiſſioners of each 
“County ſhould be choſen to view the Onrfalls, and inform themſelves of the 
„ true State of that Affair. 1 

« And to that Purpoſe they ſhould the firſt Day go down the River Ouſe to 
«Fly, and take view of ſuch Things by the way as were indifferent, or other- 
<«. wiſe needed Reformation; and from thence the next Day down the ſaid River 
go the Outfall of Lenne, with the Ike View and Obſervation, The third Day 
from Lenne to Wisbech to ſee the Outfall of the River Nene; and there to ſtay 
two Days, as well for viewing the Drains and Sewers thereabouts, as the Out- 
* falls thereof. The fifth Day up to Croyland, and by the way to view Cen- 
< "roſe, South Fea, and other Inland Sewery— The ſixth Day to Spalding, to 
view the Outfall of the River of elland. And from thence, the ſeventh 
Day, to Peterborow, to which Place the Seſſion was adjourned to receive the 
Report of that View: All which was accordingly performed by the Commit- 
tees aforenamed. Together hkewiſe with my Lord Ruſſel, who tho? he came 
after the Committees were agreed upon, yet went along in the Company, and 
gave great Aſſiſtance in the Buſineſs, ; 

* My Lords, The River Ouſe coming along by the Town of Bedford. 
«* Huntington, and St. Ives, and fo paſling down to his Outfall at Lynn, is a good- 
« ly fair River throughout ,, and from below Ely downward runneth with ſuch a 

Current, that as it is abſolute ly the beft Sewer of all that Country, ſo it is by 
the great Fall of Waters thereinto, as well from the River of Grant out of 
© Cambridgeſhire, as from the Drains which come out of the Iſle f Fly, much 
overcharged in Winter, and in Time of Floods, to the Prejudice of the adja- 

cent Parts: For Remedy whereof, former Times have provided ſome 55 
„ Sewers or Slater, and among others the Weſt-IWarer at Erith-Bridge below 
St. Ives, to receive Part of the Overcharge of Water, and to eaſe the River 
vubhere it is narrow and knare, and the Country apt to be overflow'd; and to 
4 


- 
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carry it through the Iſle of Ey (tho otherwiſe to their Prejudice) down again 
into the ſame River by divers Drains and Inlets, where the Channel for Breadrh 
and Depth affords better Paſſage and Conveyance to the Sea: But now the ſaid 
* Weſt-Watey doth run a contrary Courſe for want of cleanfing and dyking, and 
* falleth into Ouſe at Erith-Bridge, where it ſhould take his 1 out, as ap- 
< pear'd upon View of the Committees, to the overcharging of the {aid River, in- 

ſtead of .aking or disburthening the ſame. © 
The Country along the River Side, both in Cambridgeſhire and in the Ile, be- 
ing a very rich Soil, well inhabited, and not otherwiſe much troubled with Waters, 
but in Winter and Time of Floods, brought many Queſtions and Differences 
into Debate concerning Banks and Sewers that had relation to Meum and Tu- 
um, and were inſiſted upon with more Inſtance and Siding than any other Part 
of the Buſinels, tho more tending to the Publick : All which, upon View, 
ep | | v were 


humpron, Cambridge, the Ile of Ely, &c. I repaired to the Town of jt", 
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1 were order'd by the Committees, however with little Satisfaction to ſome _ 
«* Part or ode hefe your Lordſbips may chance hereafter. to be troubled. 


Only there remaineth wo, 446 ge The Pkg 2 whereas the ſaid 
* River of Ouſe, from Huntingdon 4 the HighrBriage gt Ely, ud generully foul 
« and 4 = L Weeds, ſtopped with Woes, and againſt! Kly, at in other 


„Parte, made. ſhallow 7 Grapel and Fords ; which they call Hapdes, and in reaſon 


* ought to be removed fur the opening of the River, and readier: Paſſagt of the 
Mater in Time of Floods: Let it was generall <ckadjgledged, that — 
ving thoſe. Impedi ments, eſpecially near and about Ely, would take away all 
Navigation and Paſſage by Boats in Summertime, ta the great Prejudice of 
* the Univerſity and Town of Cambridge; whereof the Nreabancellor, Dy, Ri- 
* chardſon, being preſent. at the Seffion at Huntingdon, made earneft Inſtance 
that due Conſideration might be had; fo that unleſs there could be Means 


found to make theſe Stops to be no Diſadvantage or Check in Time of Floods 


* and in Winter, as the fame are a Benefit in Summer, and a Help to Naviga- 
&* tion, it can hardly be accommodated without Inconvenience, &c. - 


But Mr. Atkins ſays, It is an Error to think that Ey Hardes do hold up any 


Water for the bettering of Navigation. My Reaſon, ſays he, is For con- 


* {idering there is always Water ſufficient for Lighters and Flat-bottom Boats to 


* Paſs loaden, and that the Body of the Water on theſe Hardes is more than 
* double the ordinary Breadth of the reſt of the ſame River, it cannot be but 
it uttereth as much Water as the common and ordinary Courſe of the reſt of the 


River. | 


go as it may in a word be faid, they ſtop no Water for the bettering of Na- 
* vigation in Summer; for what they want in Depth they have in Width. 
Hut the Hardes above Ely are in narrow Parts of the River, whereby they 


very much hinder the Land-floods in their Paſſage. - Eſpecially thoſe about 


* Stretham, which of all others are the worſt, being Gravels laid over the River 
* on purpoſe by Cart to fetch their Fodder and Hay out of the Fens. Theſe 
© Gravels being three or four in Number do great harm to the Draining, and can- 


not be ſaid to be any thing beneficial to the Navigation, conſidering that here 


* the Onſe continually affordeth ſuch Store of Water, as there never wanteth: So 


that the whole Way of Ouſe from St. Ives to Littleport may be made deeper, 


* and yet never want Water. 

And of Weres Mr. Atkins ſaith there were eight between Overcote and. Harri- 
mere; which Stops, together with the Gravels laid croſs the River, and Weeds in 
the River, made the Waters of Ouſe run violently into the Weſt-Water in Time 


of great Floods, 24 


And the Veſt- Mater falling over Erith-Cauſey did in January 1602, drown 
Haddenham-Delphs, otherwiſe ſafe, their Banks being mage of Clay mixed. | 

That Weeds, Weres, Stamps, &*c. had this fatal Effect of drowning the 
Country, is too well proved in the preceding Section: And fo ſenſible of it was 
my Lord Popham, that in his Project for draining the Level, all thoſe Impedi- 
ments were to be removed, and, if Occaſion had required, Navigable Sluices 
were to have been made beyond the Tide-way, to hold up the Water in Sum- 
mer-time for the Service of Navigation, which could have been opened to let 
the Land- floods paſs in the Winter. But I am firmly of Mr. Atkins his Opinion, 
that none would have been wanted. : 

Sir Clement, Edmunds alſo farther reported, That the Weſt-Water which for- 
merly took its Courſe out of Ouſe at Erith-Bridge, did now, as appeared upon 
View, run a contrary Courſe for want of cleanſing and dyking, and falleth in- 
to Oisſe at Erith-Bridge, where it ſhould have its Courſe out (very much to the 
Damage of the Iſſe of Ely in Time of Floods) and to the overburdening of 
the River inſtead of flaking it. | 
Mr. Atkins ſays, This Branch of Ouſe was utterly decayed from Erith to Ben- 
wick. There have been divers Conſultations about the opening of it, which 
was much infiſted on; and *twas thought the Charge of dyking and cleanſing 
merely ſtaid it. ; | 

When the opening of this Veſt Mater could not be obtain'd——Swtton-lode 
falling out of the Weſt-Water a Mile below Erith, and paſſing Eaſtward by Sutton 
in the Iſle, and thence by the Edge of the High-Lands and the Fens to Down- 
ham Park, and fo to Littleport, and into the Ouſe at Littleport-Chair : This 
Branch was ordained by a Law to be opened. But 
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7 Bot becauſo i would. weaken the Paſſage of the Vaſt-· Mater, by taking- away 
dhe Head of the Water which ſhould help to maintain the whole Paſſage,” and 


utterly overtbrow all "avs utes; that Way, it was by: a Letter procure 7 from the 
7 


Lords of the Council flayed, and ſo nothing done therein. 
And thoſe Lords wiſely conſidering, that the opening of this or that Pare; 
lar Drain for this or that particular Part of the Country, would fignify little or 
nothing toward the general Draining, and be in effect throwing Money away; 
their Lordſhips therefore (and upon hearing Sir Clement Edmund's Report) or- 
dered, That the Earl of Arundel, Biſhop of Wincheſter, the Lord Carew, Mr, 
Treaſurer, Mr. Comptroler of his Majeſty's Houſhold, Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the Maſter of the Rolls, and Sir Edward Coke, or any four of them, 
ſhould. take Conſideration of the State of the Buſineſs, & c. and prepare ſome 
Opinion to be delivered to the Board, of what preſent Courſe might be fit to be 
taken herein. | 3 n 
In purſvance of this Order, the Earl of Arundel, Sir William Ayloff, Kt. Bart. 
Anthony Thomas, Eſq; and others, took a view of the Fens, and cauſed Mr. Hox- 
bam, Surveyor to the Earl, to make a Map thereof. And they (to uſe their own 
Words) having the Aſſiſtance of ſome rare Engineers which met them, and receiving 
and making ſpecial Obſervations of theſe Countries, reſfolv'd (by God's Help) at 
© their own and their Friends Charges and Expences, without raiſing or levying 
© any Taxes, Contributions or Sums of Money of or upon the Inhabitants of thoſe 
© Countries, or any his Majeſty's Subjects, to venture the Enterprizing of the 
© Draining or all; or the moſt Part; yea, of many thouſand Acres of the-Fens, 
or ſurrounded Grounds, and to make them dry, and to be good and profitable 
© Meadows and Paſtures, and fo to continue. © © . 
They laid this Deſign before the Privy-Council. at the Court at Greenwich, the 
17th of May, 1619. and deſir'd to have theſe following Conditions or Contracts 
to be made to them, and confirmed by good and lawful Aſſurance. 


* Of all the King's Majeſty's Lands drowned with Freſh or Salt Water in ſrues al 
© Connties, which we ſball recover and make dry, the Fee-Farm Rent of Four-pence 
: . over and above all Rents or Revenues now in Being, or coming to bis 
o ne pena. © nab 1 36d * 
© Of all the Princes Highneſs Lands, the like Contract reſpefively.”  - 

1. Which are ſo drowned or ſurrounded all the Tear, to have 

two third Parts of all the ſame Landi to us and our Heirs, to 

Of all the Sub- 5 nnd pe and Med to hold in Suerality and Perpetuity for 
jects Lands, 2. And all thoſe Lands which are by balf the Tear's Space 

© or more than half the Tear drowned: To have the one half of 

| © the ſame Lands to us and our Heirs in Perpetuity. F 

And we hope, by God's Grace, ſpeedily to drain a great Part of the ſaid 
© Fens; and all, or the moſt Part, within three Years after the Contracts made 
* with his Majeſty and his Subjects, | aan 


The King and Council approving theſe Offers, his Majeſty ſent (by Sir Wil- 


May 17. 
1619. 


liam Ayloff and Anthony Thomas, Eſq;) the following Letter to the Commiſſioners 
of Sewers in the Counties of Cambridge, Iſle of Ely, Suffolk, Norfolk, Lincoln, 


Northampton, Huntingdon. 


JAMES Rex. | 8 


0 Rlst truſty and well-beloved, we greet you well. Whereas Sir William 
* Ayloff, Kr. Bart. Anthony Thomas, Eſq; and others, have undertaken a 
great and worthy Work at their own Charge to drain the Fens in the ſeveral 
* Counties of Cambridge and the Ifle of Ely, Norfolk, Suffolk, Lincoln, Northam- 
* pton; Huntingdon, &c. whereby a great and ineſtimable Profit and Increaſe 
* will ariſe to this Kingdom, to the general Good and Welfare of our People: 
* Beſides that, it is likely not only to diſburthen and free the ſaid Counties and 
* the Inhabitants thereof from the continual Taxes and Charges, which other- 
© wiſe are of Neceſſity to be laid upon them; but alſo to reconcile and utterl 


ay 


2 take 


[ 


“ 
t take away all Differences and Diſcontents happening amongſt ſome of you 
touching Ne levying of thoſe Taxes: And for that they the ſaid Undertakers 
have already concluded in Point with us concerning their Recompence for 1 
* ſuch Lands as belong unto us, and our dear Son the Prince; and that the 

© Defire is, with all Expedition, to make reaſonable Contracts with you, ang 
t” others of our Subje&s, Owners of the Fenn-Lands, according to the true In- 
© tent of the Statute-Law in that Behalf heretofore made: We therefore have 
© thought bt to recommend them and their Deſign to your eſpecial Care, requi- 
* ring you not only to. aid and aſſt chem in the preſent expediting of het 
Contracts, but alſo from time to time to further them with y 


ö th your Authority 
* all reaſonoble and lawful Things requiſite for the Execution of their Work, o 
© the uttermoſt of your Power, and Extent of your Commiſſion, 1 N 
© ing and commanding all Perſons whatſoever to be reſpective and conformable 
© to this our Pleaſure; and if any be refractory, that you correct and chaſtiſe 
their Obſtinacy according to Juſtice, ox elſe to certify their Names unto us, or 
our Privy-Council, that farther Order may be taken with them. 
Given at. our CaſHe of Windſor the 4h Day of September, in the 17th Tear of 
' . © our Reign of Great Britain, France and Ireland. 795 Ann 
This Letter, ſign'd by his Majeſty's own Hand, and another to the ſame Ef- 


Fee, d by the Lords of the Privy-Council, were brought by the Underta- 
kers * Cbmmniffonere in the Counties aforeſaid, and were delivered to them 


at a General Seſſion of Sewers holden at Peterburgh the 8th Day of the ſame 


(1 


And it was there agreed, That in Obedience to the Inſtructions = 


cei ved by them from the King's Majeſty, c. the Undertakers before ſpecified 


fhould have the free Conſent: of that Court to proceed; and hkewiſe their Fur- 
therance in ſuch Contracts as they ſhould make with the Lords, Owners, and 


© Commoners intereſſed in the ſaid Fens,&c.-But the Court let them know, that before 


April 11. 
I 620, 


they begun any Works, the * ive Security that they would not impair the Na- 
vigation in the Rivers uſe, 8 8. 
: ty, they ſhould ſhew the Country the Means they intended in the draining of 


Nene, Oc. And when they had given Securi- 


the Level, that they might be ſatisfied there would be no Prejudice of Navigation 
in the Rivers Ouſe and Grant, or Hurt done to \Marſbland, If it was Cre 
there would, all farther Proceedings were to be ſtay'd. 


Bnt the Undertakers deſiring that they might not be preſſed to diſcover the 


Means in every Particular, until their Agreement with: the Country were made 
perfect and ſure; and the Commiſſioners having no Power to give the Underta- 
kers any Man's Land without his voluntary Conſent, and of agreeing with them; 
and on this Occaſion many Debates ariſing, that made either Side unable to come 
to a Concluſion, the Undertakers repreſented theſe Difficulties to the Privy- 
Council, and thereupon Letters were written from that Board, Feb. 29. 1720. 
zo the Lords, Knights, and Gentlemen concerned in the Fens, commanding them to 
attend his Majeſty. And accordingly they did attend. |; 


At Whitehall the 1 1th of April, 1620. Preſent 


The King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
The Prince his Highneſs. 


Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. Lord Biſhop of Winton. 

Lord Chancellor. Lord Digby. 

Lord Steward. Mr. Treaſurer. 

Lord Marq. Bucks. Mir. Comptroller. 

Lord Marq. Hamilton. Mr. Secretary Naunton. 

Lord Chamberlain. Mr. Secretary Calvers. 

Earl of Arundell. Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Earl of Kellie. Maſter of the Rolls. 
Lord Viſcount Doncaſter. Maſter of the Wards. 


And the Buſineſs concerning the Fens was heard at large. And for as much 
© as many Differences aroſe between the Undertakers on the one Part, and the 
1 Com- 
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© Commiſſioners of the Sewers, Owners of Landt, and others who attended in Be- 
half of the Univerſity of Cambridge and the Jou of Lyn, to whom the Under» 
© rakers offered to give ſuch. ſufficient Caution nat to. impair the Navigation in the 
© Rivers of Grant and Ouſe, as the Board ſhould think fit; his Majeſty order d 
that the Undertakers ſhould, upon Thurſday Morning next, exhibit. in writing 
what it was they promiſed to elfe: Setondly, To ſpecify what they demanded 
as Recompence for their Labour. Which Writing of theirs ſhould after be given 
to the Commiſſioners, ho in caſe they ſhould not be provided for preſent 
Anſwer, a Day ſhould, be given them till the Beginning of the next Term, 
when his Majeſty aud his Council would ſet a final Order betwixt them. 


0 0 
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According to theſe Orders, the. Undertakers drew up Propoſals, which were 
- to the Commiſſioners of Sewers the 13th of April following; and are 
theſs OY | 


We the Undertakers, whoſe Names are hereunder written, do really intend 
and purpoſe, at our own and our Friends Charges, without any Tax to be raiſed 
or levied upon the Country, eſfectually to drain and make dry the whole Level and 
Latitude of the Fens in the ſeveral Counties of Northampton, Huntingdon, 
Cambridge, and the Iſle F Ely, Suffolk, Norfolk, and Lincoln, as the ſame do 
lie ſubjeft and properly 4700 to their natural Outfals into the Sea; but we 
mind not to undertake the deep Meres, ſtagnate Pools or Gulphs, whoſe Depth 
doth exceed the Deſcent of the Fall of the Waters natural Current into the 
Sea, for that ſuch Profundities are under our Level, * E 
This Work once done and perfe&ed, we likewiſe mind and plainly intend 
and undertake, with our like Charge, Care and Providence, and with Aſſurance 
of competent Land for ever to ſtand liable and bound thereunto, to maintain 
and repair the Works, which ſhall be the Means of the Draining, and thereby to 
make the ſame drained Lands ſo to continue dry in ſuch Plight and Form as uſual- 
ly River-Meadows are; wherein we deſire all honeſt and plain Conſtruction 
8 by the Country. _ eee 1 n 

* The Time wherein, by God's Permiſſion, we intend to effect this Draining, 
ſhall be three Years from and after a perfect Bargain, Contract and Agreement 
had and made by his Majeſty, and accepted by us, for ſuch Parts and Por- 
tions of the Fen-Lands, as ſhall be a meet and competent Recompence to us 
and our Friends adventuring with us, for our Merit, Induſtry, Pains, Travel, 
Charge and Adventure in ſo great a Buſineſs. The ſame Lands which are fo 
ſet out for our Recompence; to be directly and apparently made known and 
ſet out by Metes and Bounds in Severalty, and ſufficiently aſſured to us arid 
our Heirs and Aſligns for ever, in due Form of Law, before the Work be be- 
gun; upon Condition to be void for Default of doing, and in no wiſe to be received 
by us or our Heirs or Aſſigns, till from and after the Work be done. 

"Toward this Work of Draining, as we have formerly declared for the bet- 
ter Content of the Country, ſo we now revive and Klare the ſame our Reſo- 
lution to be, that we will open the ancient and natural Outfalls of Nene and 
Welland, and make their Rivers navigable from the Sea as high as Wisbech and 
Spalding, the ſame being utterly filted and loſt, and not to be recovered with- 
out an infinite great Charge, by the Opinion of the moſt judicious Commiſſioners 
of Sewers: But how far the opening of theſe Outfalls ſhall tend to the Per- 
fection of our whole Work, we hope we need not to declare. 

* And for all other Means which we-intend, or ſhall uſe, therein we humbly 
deſire that we may not be preſſed to diſcover, until our Agreement be made 

perfect and aſſured : And then, as our Duty is, we will abide his Majeſty's 

« Pleaſure therein. | 

In theſe our Proceedings to, and in our Work of Draining the ſaid whole 
© Level of the Fens, we ſhall not forget, nor in any wiſe negle# to perform the 
* Preſervation of the River between Cambridge and Lyn, according to his Ma- 

* jeſty's Command, not to hurt the Navigation thereof. As alſo that we ſhall not 

* prejudice the Port or Haven of Lyn, otherwiſe than as we. have often expreſſed 

our ſelves to the Country, That we * by opening the ſaid other Outfalls 


of 
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* of 1 hb and Welland FR the Fxcefs of Waters, which imptoperly have now 
* their Courſe to che Outfall of Lyn, to their own more proper änd natural 
r 1 1 of Spalding arid Wichech Which! is no wrong. but rightful and juſt to 


© If Recompence' et 4s 45 b our particular Danna of Pitts ind 
: * Shares out of the lar Fens within the Level aforeſaid,” fo far forth as we 

can get Knowledge of them, having little Inſtruction or Information from che 
* Ownets or Dwellets there, who rather wholly endeavour to coticeal the ſane 
from us. And therefore; faving and reſerving to us and our Heirs and Aſſigns 
ſuch Right or Intereſt, as {hall of may accrue or belong unto us by the Batgairi 
* which we ſhall make for, or unto any other Parcel of Fens within the ſaid Le- 

© vel herein omitted, and hot * 

We demand as followeth : 


Tenn Niles ere | 
Humble Subjefts, 


" WILLIAM AYLOFFE, 
ANTHONT THOMAS: 


The bau 


1. Neue Great Fen — — HIER One third irt 

2. Burrough Little Fen, ee wr] 2 Fen 0 Okis Sixth Part. 

3. Crowland Fen, "three Pieces. — ———OneFourth Part. 

4. Thorny Ferns — — One Half Part. 

5, 5 Fee 15 2 Sn and e — = hog — One Third Part. 
ens on both Sides ot Marc ver, tween arc y-t0 

on the South, and Needbam Fen North— — 2 T Two third Parts, 

. Wittleſey Fen — — — — Oc half Part. 

Stanground! — — ene Fifth Part. 

9. Ramſe Fens =— — —— One Half Part. 


10. Huntingdon Fens on the eWeſt of Ramfe: 'by the River of Nene 
on the No rth up toTaxley, and the ned on the South and 7550 Half F. . 
11. Huntingdon Fens from "of Nene E. up to Ramſey by the Guei iet Dart, 


Weſt Water, and the River of Nene if and ind —— 
12. Donnington Pens in common —— - nde Half Part. 
13. Donnington Fen in Several —— ————— One Sixth Part. 


14. Fens betwecn the Weſt Water Weſt, Seer d i in ths Iſle 
of Ely, and Coveny Drain South, Ox Willow-lode Eaft, Cox-lode 0 «Thi 4 P rt. 
and Chatteris-lode North; together with Charteris Fens on „ 
the other Side to Donnington 


” 
— lt. — — 
2 


15. Hunny Fenn — — — — One Tenth Part. 
16. Sutton and Hiddenhaw Fens nn | c Eighth Part. 
17. Grunty Fen — One Third Part. 


18. A Fen by Sutton: lode and Coane, deren Downbim Hards-One Fourth Part. 
19. Downham Wod-Fen, and other Fens of Eh, between Little- 0 One Half Part 

port Grounds and the Ouſe, Ely Uplands and Searletree-lode— . 
20. Littleport Fens on both Sides the Ouſe ———— One Third Part. 
21. Other Fens between Darcey-lode Nor:b, and N. elney River Eaſt- One Third Part. 
22, Fens in Upwell and Outwell One Half Part. 
23. The Fens between Welny River and Welny Cauſey + — — One Half Part. 
24. =o Hole, pd en Hamer s Fen— 7 - 10 One Half Part. 
25. Fens on the North of Stoke River, from Stoke Bridge to 

the great River between Helgay and Stoke — One Fourth Part. 
26. Tam Eds Stoke 2 North, Ng Mila. ver 2 One Fourth Part. 
27. Fens between Brandon River Nort ildenhall River Saut 

and Littleport Fen Weſt — I One ThirdPart. 
28. Fens between Mildenball River * the great River" up to 

Harrimere, and the e Uplands of Iſlebam, Fordham, and So- One Fourth Part. 


hams Ma 12852 — —— . —d ö '. — — P 


o : 5 | | 29. So- 


29. Saham — 4 — — South AI en nn gy —— One Sixth Part. 
20... Fens between: Wie Hards on the South , Homing en, go 2 pert 
Qua, and the River Grant Weſt ———————— {One Fourth Part. 
31. Fens on the South of Qui, compaſſing about Fulborne FieldOne Fourth Part. 
32. Fens between the River of Grant Eaſt, and the'Hards YOne Eighth Part of 
of Milton; Waterbench, and Abby Weſt; and ſo the better. 
extending Weſt between the River of -Ouſe on the North 6 
and the Herd land: Sbutb, up to St. Foes Bridge; andiak 0 
Part an the other Side the Ouſe between Erich and YOne Fourth Part of 
St. It — — of the worſt. 
33. Fens or drowned Lands on the North Side of Niibech— Two Third Parts. 


The ſame Demands _ proportionable, or rather leſs than the Rates and 
„ patts of Lands vrhich are already allowed and decreed to us by ſome others 
of the Commiſſioners, which are agreed and granted to us by private and vo- 
+ luntary Contracts made and concluded with ſeveral Noblemen, Knights, Gen- 
* tlemen; add others, Owners and Commiſſioners of and for Lands in the ſame 
or like Fens; which particular Contracts we have under the Parties Hands. 
All which vecpoRticlaable Pare or Shares, 1f they ſhall be allow'd and grant- 
ed unto us, yet may the Land-Owners and Commoners undoubtedly be great 
« Gainers upon the Improvement of the reſt of the fame Fens by our Draining, 


* 


To theſe Propoſals of the Undertakevs, the Commiſſioners of Sewers in the Coun- 
ties 7 Northampton, Huntingdon, Cambridge, G c. gave in their Anſwer by 
Mr. Bing to my Lord Chancellor at York-houſe the 11th Day of May, 1720. as 
Followetb. HIGH a 


„Our Anſwer thereunto is, That we have no Power in any due Form of 
* Law to take any Man's Land from the proper Owner thereof without his vo- 
* Jhuntary Conſent, But the Authority which the Commiſſioners have by Ver- 
tue of their Commiſſion: ( unto the Obſervance whereof they are ſtrictly ſworn) 
is only to rate the Charge of every particular Man toward any ſuch general 
Mork, according to the Profit which every ſuch Perſon ſhall receive by the ſame : 
And for as much as *tis impoſſible to be diſcerned before the Work is finiſhed, 
either who ſhall have Profit by the intended Work, or how much; the Com- 
* r1fſioners cannot legally procure any ſuch prepoſterous Aſſurance before hand 
aof Lands to the Undertakets, as they demand. But if the Undertakers will 
be conſtant to their firſt Propofitions, which themſelves at divers Seſſions of 
* Sewers did publiſh to the Country: Which was, That they required no other 
* Recompence for their intended Work, than a Moiety only of that clear Profit, 
which by their ſole Induitry and Charge they ſhould bring unto euch particular 
* Oroner of thoſe ſurrounded Grounds more than formerly was received: We ſhall 
be ready (as at firſt we were) to give the Undertakers all lawful Furthe- 
* rance and Aſſiſtance. | 

« "Nevertheleſs with this Cat ion that before they begin the Work, they put in ſuf- 
* ficient Security, That they will in no Sort 96 eſpecially in the 
* Rivers Ouſe and Grant, of which bis Majeſty out -4 bis ever watchful Care 
for the 22 Good, was moſt tender at the laſt Hearing; and not without 
© ſpecral Cauſe, conſidering that the principal Marts of this Realm ( by which 
. © the Univerſity of Cambridge, and all the Inland Counties of this Kingdom, 
are furniſhed of all Sorts of Proviſion) are principally maintain d by the Na- 

"* vigation of theſe Rivers, | | 
_ © Upon which Terms, if the Undertakers ſhall refuſe to go forward, we are 
then moſt humble Suitors unto his Royal Majeſty, that we may loſe no more 
time by entertaining any farther Treaty with them, but may be left to the 


* ſpeedy Draining our ſelves, according to the ancient Courſe and legal Power 
of our Commiſſion. | 9 


The Country having thus deliver'd to the Lord Chancellor in writing, how 
far they would condeſcend to the Propoſals of the Undertakers, and ſhew'd 
their Reaſons for ſuch Points whereat they took Exception : They were laid 


before the King and Council, and his Majeſty was pleas'd to _—_— the 
oun- 


— = 
< , | | 
f 36 | | 


Council to take the premiſes into their Conſideration, and to order ſome Courſe 
for the Accommodation and Settlement thereof: And thoſe Lords did, upon a 
full hearing of the Buſineſs, agree and conclude upon the enſuing Articles: 


1. Firſt, That according to an Offer then made on the Part of the Coun- 
try, good Security ſhall be given to the Undertakers for a Moiety of tlie clear 
Profit, which by the Draining ſhall be improved upon every Man's Ground 
above the Rate that now the ſame are valued at; and that the Security ſhall 
< be partly from the Owners, and partly in caſe of Common, by the Aid of the 
© Commiſſioners cf Seu ers; with this Condition, that the Lands and Parties of 
each County ſhall be rated by the Commiſſioners of the ſame. County: | 
2, © Concerning the Prejudice n art in the Rivers of Ouſe and Grant, 
<« jt is thought fit and ordered, That the Undertakers being agreed with for 
© their Security in Form aforeſaid, they ſberꝭ the Means they intend in the Drain- 
ing of thoſe Levels unto the Country, and thereupon if the Country find it preju- 
« dicial either to Marſhland, or otherwiſe, and prelent their Reaſons to the Board, 
their Lordſhips concurring therewith, all farther Proceeding to be ſtayed. 


3. That Conſideration be had, that Particulars receive no Damage by this 


* Draining, but the Owners receive Satisfaction out of thoſe that receive Com- 
modity. - ' |, 1 pt | | 

4. That no Land ſhall contribute to this Charge that is now at 8s. pe# 

* Acre, or upwards, except it he in ſmall Quantities, and intermixed with other 

Lands, that the Work cannot go on without it, and then to have a Moiety of 

Profit, ut _ . | | 4 | | 
5 © Their Lordſhips intermeddle not with any Parts of the Work that ate 

already ſettled and agreed upon. as 

6. * The Undertakers, according to their Promiſe, to begin the Work within 

one Month after the Agreement ſtiall be ſettled. | 42 


* Which being thus ſettled and agreed upon the laſt Day of May laſt, with 
the Conſent of both Parties, for ought appear'd to their Lordſhips ; for as much 
nevertheleſs as the Undertakers have not hitherto entred upon the Work, not 

made any Proceeding therein, the Time of the Year n : 
„(lt being now the 12th Day of July.) It is according to his Majeſty's gra- 
* cious Pleaſure and Command ordered by this Board, That the Undertakers 

{hall either go on, according to the Articles thus agreed on at the Board, or 
otherwiſe deſiſt from that Uadertikiag and hold the Country no longer in 
* Suſpenſe, but to leave them to ſuch farther Courſe as ſhall be expedient. To 
which Purpoſe it is likewiſe ordered, that Copies of the Articles and Orders 
made at the Board in that Behalf be delivered out to both the Undertakers, 
and ſuch Gentlemen as attend that Service here for the Country, _ 


Ex E' DMON DES, 


But theſe Undertakers were not able to make a Contract for the general Drain- 
ing of the Fens, becauſe they would not declare to the Commiſſioners of Sewers, 
all the Means they intended toward the effecting ſo great a Work, and notwith- 
ſtanding the King and Council wrote Letters to the Commiſſioners of Sewers, 
to promote a good Underſtanding between the Country and the Undertakers; 
yet no Agreement could be made, therefore his Majeſty, who (as Sir Corn. Ver- 
© muiden ſays) for the Honour of this Kingdom, would not any longer ſuffer theſe 
Countries to be abandon'd to the Will of the Waters, nor let them lie waſte 
and unprofitable”, did himſelf undertake (by a Law of Sewers) that great 
Work. Upon which Occaſion this * Ballad was made. | 


i. „» 


* Dum hac ita tractarentur protit in medium cauticam quoddam ( mebercule ) 


hadignobile, cui titulus, The Powtes Complaint, quod ob ipſius rei materiam 
nec non in Poete gramlui inſerendum dueci. SLE EE 


Ome, Brethren, of the Water, and let us all aſſemble, 
To treat upon this Matter, which makes us quake and tremble ; 
For we ſhall rue, if it be true, the Fens be undertaken, 
And where we feed in Fen and Reed, they'll feed both Beef and Bacon. 
2 


They'll 


a 8 
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Ca ROLUS Dei Gratid An lie, Scbtiæ, Franciæ & Hibern, Rex, Fidel 6. Caroli. 


Defenſor, & cc. Omnibus ad quot preſentes Literæ pervenerint, ſalutem. 


Inſpeximus Ordinationes quaſdam ſive decreta de le Sewers indentat per quoſdlam 
\ Commiſſionarios noſtros virtute Commiſſionis noſire nuper ordinat. inactat. ſtabilis. 


& decret. manu noſtra ſignat in Cancellar' noſtram retornat. & in filiciis ibi- 
dem de record” reftden” in hæc verba. | 


CAROLUS Rex 4 ceo aſſenta. 


6 T a Seſũon of Sewers at e un in the County of Norfolk, the 13th 


« Sove 


reign Lord King Charles, over England, & c. touching the Draining of 


* Day of January, in the ſixth Year of the Reign of our moſt gracious 


.Y i 


[— 


—_——_ 
* 


They'll ſow both Beans and Oats, where no Man yet thought it; 
Where Men did row in Boats, e er Undertakers bought it: 
But, Ceres, thou behold us now, let wild Oats be their Venture; 
O let the Frogs and miry Bogs deſtroy where they do enter. 


Behold the great Deſign, which they do now determine, 

Will make our Bodies pine a Prey to Crows and Vermin: 

For they do mean all Fens to drain, and Waters over-maſter; 
All will be dry, and we muſt die, eauſe Eſer Calves want Paſture. 


Away with Boats and Rudder, farewel both Boots and Sketches; 


No Need of th one or t'other, Men now make better Matches; 
Stilt-Makers all, and Tanners ſhall complain of this Diſaſter, 
For they will make each muddy Lake for Eſſex Calves « Paſture. 


The feather'd Fowls have Wings to fly to other Nations, 

But we have no ſuch things to help our Tranſportations: 

We muſt give place, O grievous Caſe, to horned Beaſt and Cattle, 
Except that we can all agree to drive them out by Battel. 


Wherefore let us intreat our ancient Water Nurſes, 


To ſhew their Power ſo great to help us drain their Purſes; 


And ſend us good old Captain Food to lead us out to Bartel, 
Then 'Two- penny Jack with Scales on's Back will drive out all the Cattle, 


This Noble Captain yet was never known to fail us, 

But did the Conqueſt get of all that did aſſail us: 

His furious Rage none could aſſuage, but to the rr 
He bears down Banks, and breaks their Ranks and Whirligigs aſunder. 


God Eolus, we thee pray, that thou wilt not be wanting; 

Thou never ſaidſt us nay, now liſten to our Canting; 

Do thou deride their Hope and Pride that purpoſe our Confuſion, 
And ſend a Blaſt that they in haſte may work no good Concluſion. 


Great Neptune, God of Scas, this Work muſt needs provoke ye; 

They mean thee to diſeaſe, and with Fen- Water choak thee : 

Bur with thy Mace do thou deface, and quite confound this Matter ; 

And ſcnd thy Sands to make dry Lands, when they ſhall want freſh Water. 


And eke we pray the Moon, that thou wilt be propitious. 

To ſee that nought be done to proſper the Malicious: 

Tho' Summer's Heat has wrought a Feat, whereby themſelves they flatter; 
Yet be ſo good to ſend a Flood, leſt Eſex Calves want Water. 


L Y | * the 
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un the Fens and Low Grounds" within the Counties of Norrbampton, Norfolk, 

& Suffolk, Lincoln, Cambridge; Huntingdon, and the Iſle of Ely, within the Li- 

„ mits of this Commiſſion, holden in the Preſence of the Right Honou- 

„ rable Francis Earl of Bedford, and before Sir Robert Heath, Kt. his Majeſty's 

« Attorney-General; Sir Miles Sandys, Kt. and Bart. 1 e Carlton, Bart. 
obn 


« Sir Robert Beavil, Kt. of the Bath; Sir Jobn Cutts, Sir Fobn Pepton, Sir Ro- 
4 bert Bell, Six Fobn Hare, Sir Fobn Poolye, Sir Thomas Derham, Knights; 
Pr. Heuty Butts, Vicechancellor of Cambridge; Henry Smith , D. D. 
Henry Cromwell, Jun. Sinolphus Bell, Fohn Percival, Mayor of the Town of 
&* King's-Lynn; Francis Parlet, Everard Buckworth, Thomas Edwards, Edmund 
e Skipwerth, | Humberfton Marck, Thomas Dawes, Andrew Burrel, Jobn Oldfeld, 
« Thomas Deerbam, William Leake, Gregory Gawſell, Robert Gawſell, Thomas 
© Drury, Thomas Croſs, William Hobſon, William Heyward, George Clapthorne, 
* Eſquires, and others, to the Number of Forty and One Commiſſioners o 
„ Sewers, then and there aſſembled by Authority ef his Highnefs Commiſſion 
© of Sewers to them, and others directed. f | 

It is ordered, enacted, adjudged and decreed as followeth : 

* Whereas that great and worthy Work of Draining the Marſhes, Fens, and 
© ſurrounded Grounds, lying and being within the Precin&s and Limits of the 
4 Commiſſion of Sewers for the Counties of Northampton, Lincoln, Norfolk, Si- 
* folk, Cambridge, Huntingdon, and the Iſle of Ely, was firſt propounded in the 
* Time of the Reign of King James of bleſſed Memory, and in the 19th Year 
“of his late Majeſty's Reign; and at the Town of Cambridge, at a general 
* Aſſembly of the Commiſſioners of Sewers there for thoſe berth his then 
« Majeſty having declar'd by his Royal Letters, that he himſelf would undertake 
the ſaid Work at his own * 4. 3 

For the Satisfaction of his Majeſty's great Expence in that Behalf, the . 
* tity of One Hundred and Twenty Thoufand Acres of the ſaid Marſh, Fenny, 
* TVaſte, and ſurrounded Grounds, was by an Af of Sewers then made, decreed 
* to be aſſigned unto his Majeſly, his Heirs and Succefſors, to be allotted out, held 
and 2 in ſuch manner, as by the ſaid Att of Sewers is particularly and at 
large expreſſed. ; 
6: Gut his late Majeſty, or his now Majeſty, by reaſon of their other great and 
more important Occaſions, nor any other in their Behalf, have hitherto taken 
the ſaid Work in hand; whereby the ſaid Act, and all the Intentions thereof, 
became hitherto fruitleſs and void. i ihe” Be 
* And whereas his now Majeſty taking into his princely Conſideration the 
miſerable Eſtate of that whole Country, which of late hath been more 
ſurrounded with Waters than ever in former Times, to the Hazard of thoſe 
Parts thereof which formerly yielded fome Profit, unto the extreme Danger 
of the Perſons and Eſtates of the Inhabitants of the Places near adjoining, 
* and of rendring the Work almoſt impoſſi ble to be done, if in time the ſame 


ed the ſame to the eſpecial Care of the Commiſſioners of Sewers. And 


private, and for the publick Good; the Commiſhoners of Sewers, at a Seſſion 
* of Sewers holden at Huntingdon the 20th Day of Fanuary, in the fifth Year of 
* his now Majeſty's Reign, for the Preſervation of the {aid Work, did lay a Tax 
of ſix Shillings the Acre upon all and every the ſaid Marſh, Fenny, Waſte, 
and ſurrounded Grounds, to be paid within a certain time then appointed, 

and now long fince paſt in the ſaid mentioned Act expreſſed; which 
Tax or Sum of ſix Shillings the Acre, nor any Part thereof, was paid accord- 
ing to the ſaid Act. And whereas at a Seſſion of Sewers held at Aing*s-Lynn 
in the ſaid County of Norfolk, upon the firſt Day of > jt now laſt paſt, 
„ the Commiſſioners of Sewers then and there aſſembled, being forty ſeven in 
** Number, on behalf of themſelves and the reſt of the Country, did contract 
* with Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, Kt. That he the ſaid Sir Cornelius ſhould at bis 
* cren Charge undertake and perform the Draining of the ſaid Marſh, 
** Fenny, Waſte, and ſurrounded 3 in ſuch ſort as hereafter in and by theſe 
* Preſents is expreſſed. And that he the ſaid Cornelius his Heirs and Aſſigns 
* ſhould for bis and their Recompence have and enjoy 90,000 Acres, Parcel of the 
* ſaid Marſh, Fenny, Waſte, and ſurrounded Grounds, to be allotted and aſſigned 
| GE 


* #nt's 


be not undertaken and proſecuted effectually, hath ſeveral times recommend- 


whereas in Performance of ſo gracious an Intention unto them for their own 


* * * 
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n nh hum equally and indiffer2ntly, th fuch Sore, Manner n, as bejeafter 
j und by theſe Preſents ſbull be expreſſed. And whereas he the ſaid Cornelius 
Vermiden hath upon a Map of Card deſcribed the faid Fenny, Marſh, Waſte, 
and furtounded Grounds , and the Outfalls thereof, by Lines or other 
* Deſcriptions; and alſo by writing expreſſed and ſet down to the Commiſſioners 
„ of Sewers, what Drains, Saſſes, Sluices, Banks, Cuts, and other Works he 
„intended to make for the Dre of the ſaid ſurrounded Grounds, which 
* was well approved of by the {aid Commiſſioners now preſent. And he was 
« contented to have undertaken the ſaid Work, ſo as he might have had 95009 
* Acres in all to be allotted and aſſured unto him for his Charges and Pains, and 
* tot otherwiſe. But the ſaid n and Countty being un- 
= willing to enlarge the Quantity or Number of Acres unto him, and the Coun- 
* try, by their ſeveral Petitions remaining with the Clerk of the Sewers, ſhew- 
« ing much Unwillingneſs that an Contra ſbould be made with an Alien born, : 
« yp any other Stranger. And being humble Suitors to the Right Honourable the 
% Fart of Bedford, now preſent, that for ſo great and ſo noble a Work, ſo much 
« concerning the whole Corntry, and bis Lordſhip alſo in his awn particular, world 
« be the Underfther thereof; which Motion proceeding ſo freely from the 
* Country, and being ſeconded by the Deſires of all the Commiſſioners now preſent, 
& bis Lordſbip yielded unto, and did agree to undertake the ſaid Work. Now the 
& ſaid Earl, according to the Agreements in theſe Preſents expreſſed, doth promiſe 
« and undertake, that he ſhall and will do bis beſt Endeavour, at his own Charge, 
* to drain the ſaid Marſh, Fenny, Waſte, and ſurrounded Grounds, in ſuch man- 
* ner, as they ſhall be fit fer Meadow, or Paſture, or Arable; and ſball 
« bepin the on Work this preſent Tear, and continue and go on with the ſaid 
» Work without Ceſſation, except at ſuch times only as ſhall be unſeaſonable for 
that Purpoſe, until the whole Work {hall be fully finiſhed ; and that by God's 
„ Bleſling he will fully finiſh the ſame within the Compaſs of fix Years, to be 
* accounted from the firſt Day of Ofober now next enſuing, unleſs he be hin- 
« dred by the Interruption of the Country, or ſome others by their Means, 
Conſent, or Procurement, or by ſuch other caſual Means as the Commiſſio- 
ners of Sewers, or the greater Number of them, in their Judgment 
* ſhall approve to be juſt Reaſons for the farther deferring thereof: And the ſaid 
Earl to have no Recompence jor his Charge and Pains, otherwiſe than accordin 
* t9 the true Meaning of theſe Preſents hereafter expreſſed, But becauſe the fd 
* ſurrounded Lands are fo ſpacious, and many Parts thereof lye fo far diſtant 
* from the Sea, and from the ſeveral Outfalls, as that it is impoſſible to con- 
* trive the Works ſo, but that a great Patt of the ſaid now ſurrounded 
Lands will be overflown with ſudden Waters, until by Outlets or otherwiſe 
* the ſame can be diſcharg'd, and ſo by Drains or otherwiſe led along to the 
Outfalls. It is agreed, that ſuch overflowing by ſudden Waters, which ſhall 
not lye longer vpon the Lands than in convenient time the ſame may paſs 
away again, ſhall not be held or eſteemed to be not draining thereof, accord- 
ing to the true Meanings of theſe Preſents. And it is farther enacted, ad judg- 
ed, ordered and decreed, That Meres, Mere-grounds and Lakes, and ſuch 
Grounds as ſhall, according to Art, and by the Approbation of the 
Commiſſioners, be beſt for Forelands and Receptacles of Waters, ſhall not be 
accounted to be ſuch Grounds as the ſaid Earl by his Agreement ſhould drain; 
nor ſhall be accounted any Part of thoſe Grounds by or out of which he is to 
have his Recompence for the ſaid Work. And it is enacted, ordered, adjudg- 
ed and decreed, That the ſaid Earl ſhall have Ninety-five thouſand Acres of 
the ſaid Lands, to be indifſerently allotted, aſſigned, and ſet out unto him of the 
ſeveral Sorts and Qualities of the ſaid Grounds, according to their ſe- 
veral Natures and Goodneſs, by fix of the Commiſſioners of Sewers, whereof 
three to be of the Quorum. Upon which ſetting out, and Alotments to be made, 
the Commiſſioners who ſhall ſet out the ſame, are to have reſpect to the Commoners, 
that their Parts may lye next to their own Divellings, as near as may convenient= 
* ly be. And it is agreed, That the Proportion aforeſaid intended for 
and unto the ſaid Earl as aforeſaid, ſhall be allotted and ſet out before the 
Feaſt-Day of St. Michael the Archangel now next enſuing, for ſo much thereof 
as before that time ſhall be ſurvey d; and for the Reſidue, within three Months 
after the ſame ſhall be ſurvey'd, And to the end that the ſaid Work of Drain- 
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& ing being once performed-and. finiſhed, may be ſor ever after maintained; i 


- : 


< 38 farther ordered, nating, af mAnene and decreed, That the ſaid Commi 


* ſigners, together with the {aid Earl, ſhall become humble Suitors to his Ma- 
„ jeſty; to incorporate the ſaid Earl, and ſuch as be ſhall, aſſociate unto 
* him, into one Body Corporate or Politick to have Continuance for ever; there» 
* by to enable them the better to make Laws, Orders, and Ordinances for the 
* performing and maintaining of the ſaid Works,” and to have Power over. the 
Lands aſſigned to perform and maintain the ſaid Works, as hereafter followeth, 
* but over no other Lands. And that the whole Ninety-five thouſand Acres . ſhall 
he entirely made liable to the firſt doing and finiſhing thereof; and that 40,000 
Acres thereof, to be indifferently ſigned and ſet out for that Purpaſe by the Com- 
* miſſroners as aforeſaid, ſhall be liable to the Maintenance and Continuance thereof 
fur ever. And the ſaid Forty thouſand Acres to be under the Order 
* and Government of the ſaid Corporation for the End aforeſaid. And upon their 
Neglect or Default, to be under the Rule, Order, and Power of the Commiſſioners 
* of Sewers for the Purpoſe aforeſaid. And it is farther ordered, enacted, ad- 
* judged, and decreed, That as ſoon and as often as the ſaid Earl, or his Aſſigns, 
* ſhall have laid dry, and drain'd an entire Proportion of the ſaid Land fit to be 
performed as one Work, containing the Quantity of Thirty thouſand Acres, 
or more; that then and ſo often the ſaid Earl ſhall have allotted, aſſigned, ſet 
out, and aſſured unto, and for him and his Heirs and Aſſigns, his 
Proportion or Part thereof, according to the Rate and Proportion of Ninety- 
* five thouſand Acres for the whole Work. It is farther ordered, enacted, ad- 
© judged, and decreed, that the Owners of the ſaid Lands ſhall divide and ſever 
* their Lands one from another, unleſs they ſhall rather deſire to lye undivided 
by ſuch ſufficient Partitions, Dikes and Fences, as ſhall be neceſſary to convey 
and carry away the Rain-Water towards the great Drains. And that ſuch Par- 
titions and Fence-Dikes, if any ſuch ſhall be made, ſhall be made by them 
in fuch an uniform manner, as may beſt conduce to the perfecting of 
the whole Work, by the Advice of the ſaid Earl, or of the ſaid Corporation. 
But by the Direction of the ſaid Commiſſioners, it is farther ordered, enacted, 
adjudged and decreed, That the Commiſſioners of Sewers ſhall, or may ſet 
out convenient High-ways and Paſſages by Land throughout the ſaid whole 
great Level, ſuch as by the Judgment of the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall be ne- 
© ceſſary, To make Paſſages and Drifts to and from the ſaid Lands by Bridges, 
or otherwiſe. Provided always, and it is farther ordered, enafted, adjudged, 
and decreed, That the Port and Haven of King's-Lyn ſball be preſerved, and the 
Navigation, Paſſages, and High-ways in, * and about all and every 
the navigable Rivers within the Tract of this Commiſſion; as namely, the River 
„ Ouſe, Grant, Neane, Welland and Gleane, 2 be likewiſe preſerved, and 
no Prejudice, Annoyance, Hurt or Hindrance be done to them, or any of them, by 
any the means aforeſaid. And if it ſball happen that any ſuch Prejudice, Au- 
noyance, Hurt, or Hindrance ſhall be committed or done, in, upon, or about any 
of the ſaid Navigable Rivers contrary to the Meaning and Intent of this Law; 
then = Complaint made thereof, it ſhall and may be lawful, Jim time to time, 
* for Eight of the ſaid Commiſſioners , bat the Vicechancellor of the 
* Univerſity of Cambridge for the time being, and the Mayors of King's-Lyn 
* afecreſaid and Cambridge for the time alſo being, ſhall be Three, if they will be 
" preſent, to reform, abate, proſtrate, and amove all ſuch Prejudices, Annoyances, 
" Hurts and Hindrances, and every of tbem; ſo that the ancient Navigation, Paſ- 
'* ſages and High-ways may be tend and continued in, upon, and about the ſaid 
Navigable Rivers, as heretofore hath been uſed and accuſtomed, any thing in 
* this Law to the contrary, in any ways notwithſtanding. And it is farther or- 
** dered, enacted, adjudged, and decreed, That for the Safety of Holland, Hun- 
** dred of JWWisbech, and other Parts thereabouts, Claws-croſs Drain ſhall 
be kept within Soil or Banks; or if any Prejudice ſhall happen thereby, 
* that Six of the Commiſſioners ſhall from time to time reform the Exceſſes ;, or elſe 
that the ſaid Earl, or his Aſſigns, ſhall make Recompence for the Loſſes which 
** ſhall happen thereby, to the particular Owners of the Lands thereby annoy- 
* cd. It is farther ordered, enacted, adjudged, and decreed, That the new Ri- 
vers, Cuts and Drains to be made by the ſaid Earl and his Aſſigns, and the 
Banks thereof, and the Forelands on the Inſide of the Banks, not exceeding 
I | fifty 
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t ſifty or threeſcore Feet at the 
oP ny the ſaid Earl, his fe aul jr ay in reſpe& he and they are to main- 


«* tain the ſame, he and they paying for the ſeveral Lands of any particular 


« Owner thereof ſuch; Recompence as the Commiſſioners ſhall think fit. And 
that there ſhall be no Paſlages made or ſuffrred by, gr upon the ſaid Banks, ex- 
« cept only for towing of Boats along the ſame, in ſuch fort as ſhall be allow'd 
'® by the Commiſſioners. But it is ordered, enacted, adjudged, and decreed, 
That the old and ancient Rivers and Drains, and e thereof, ſhall be 
— ky: continue, unto the Owners, thereof in fach ort as formerly they 
2 did, or hereafter ſhall of right belong; only they; ſhall not thereon, or there- 


upon, make, ere&, or maintain any Weres, een, Dams, ar other Impe 


ſinientt, whereby the River or Paſſage of the Water may be hindred; which if 
t any time they ſball do, and the fame be not removed an abated by them+ 
4 ſelves within ten Days after Monition to that Purpoſe given by the ſaid Cor- 
« poration, that then the ſaid Corporation by the Warrant of the Commiſſioners 
« of Sewers, of ANF two of them, ſhall cauſe. the ſame to be removed, accord: 
ing to the Law of Sewers, at the Charge of. thoſe who erected or. continued 
„ thole , Niſances.  And- it is farther ordered, enacted, adjudged, and 
* decreed, That the ſaid Earl, his Aſſigns and Workmen, may freely take ſuch 
Earth, and dig and make ſuch Drains and Cuts for the making and maintain- 
ing of all and every the ſaid Works, of and from the Lands next, or near ad- 
joining to the Place, as ſhall be needful; making ſuch Allowance and Re- 
compence for the Damage which may happen thereby to any private Perſon 
by digging of his ſeveral Land, as the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall ad judge to be 
juſt and equal. And if any riotous or unlawful Act ſhall be committed, either 
openly or ſecretly, to the Deſtruction of any Part of the ſaid Works, 
or to the Hindrance or Impediment thereof; the ſaid. Commiſlioners ſhall 
from time to time aſſiſt the ſaid Earl, his Aſſigns or Workmen, to repreſs and 
ſuppreſs all ſuch Inſolencies and Diſturbances; and ſhall either, at their Seſſi- 
ons ot otherwiſe, do their beſt Endeavours to diſcover and ſeverely puniſh the 
Offenders. And it is farther ordered, enacted, adjudged; and decreed, That 
the Owners, Farmers, and Occupiers of all ſuch Grounds or Banks, as ſhall 
have and receive Benefit or, Eaſe by theſe Works, and yet no Part of their 
Lands ſhall be taken or allotted towards the making up. of the {aid Ninety-five 
thouſand Acres, ſhall contribute and pay unto the ſaid Earl, his Heirs 
or Aſſigns, ſuch Sums of Money as the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any. ſix of them, 
whereof three to be of the Quorum, ſhall rate, afſeſs, and adjudge to be rea- 
ſonable ; having reſpect to the Profit which they and every of them reſpective- 
ly ſhall receive by means of. the ſaid Works, upon pain to forfeit double the 
Sum for every Month by which it ſhall be unpaid. And the faid Earl doth 
deſire, and the ſaid Commiſſioners for his better Encouragement do promife 
and agree, that they will become humble Suitors with him the ſaid Earl unto 
his Majeſty, that the Ninety: five thouſand Acres, to be aſſigned and 
aſſured to him, his Heirs and Aſſigns for his Recompence as aforeſaid, may 
be held 1n free and common Soccage, and not otherwiſe, and without paying 
any Rent thereto, or bens any Recompence for the ſame unto the King's Ma- 
« jeſty, his Heirs or Succeſſors, other than a Fee- Farm Rent of Ten Pounds by 
* the Year; and if that any other Rents are, or ſhall happen to be iffuing or 
payable out of the ſaid Ninety-five thouſand Acres, or any Part-thereof, to 
his Majeſty, or to any other Perſon or Perſons, Body Politick or Corporate, 
the ſame from the time of the allotting, aſſigning and aſſuring there- 


on the Refidue of the Lands, out of which the ſame are or ſhall be iſſuing; 
and the Part or Proportion allotted and aſſigned to the ſaid Earl, his Heirs an 
Aſſigns, for his Recompence as aforeſaid, to be thereof diſcharged or ſaved 
harmleſs for ever. And to the end the fog Earl may the more 9 un- 
* dertake and perfect the ſaid Work, and be aſſured to enjoy the ſaid Ninety-five 
thouſand Acres, as the Fruit and Recompence of his Labour and Charge; 
and that the Country may alſo be the better aſſured to have and enjoy that Bene- 
© fit by the ſaid Work, which they expect in the Reſidue of the La. Lands nom 
ſurrounded, in lieu of ſo great a Quantity and Proportion of Land, which they 
* are to part with as eforeſtid It is Oy agreed, and fully concluded by 
* and 
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woſt in Breadth, ;ſhall belong and be 


of unto the ſaid Earl, his Heirs and Aſſigns, as aforeſaid, ſhall be charged up- 


— 
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* nd between the faid Commiſſioners and the faid Earl, ear they ſhall become 
„ humble Suitors to the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, That h s Majeſty would 
«'vouchſafe to releaſe, under his great Seal, all Benefit Which he might 
„ challenge by the {aid Law of Sewers made in the 19th Year of the Reign of 
King James, and by an other Law or Decree of Sewers; and to approve of 
„ and confirm this Act and Decree, and by his Royal Leave ſigning the fame; to 
* declare his Royal Approbation thereof and Aſſent thereunto, and fo to recom- 
mend it to the Right Honourable the Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal, that it 
may in due Form of Law be confirmed by the Decree, of the Honourable 
burt of Chancery. And that his Majeſty would alſo vouchlafe to recommend 
it to the Right Honourable the Lords and others of his Majelty's moſt 
* Honourable Privy-Council, that it may there be ordered as Matter of State, 
not to be altered or impeached; having received the Approbation of that Ho- 
„ nourable Boafd. And that whenever a' Parliament ſhall be called, and a 1¹¹ 
„being chen preferred to the Two Houfes of that High Court of Parliament, 
Hand the ſame be then paſſed as a Law, his Majefty would be graciouſly pleaſed, 
* for the full and final Confirmation thereof, to give his Royal Aſſent theteunto; 
aud that his Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed, for theſe; his Royal Favours 
* vouchſafed to this poor Hiſtrelle Part of his Country, which: can receive no 
e Help or Relief but by his Royal Hand in giving Light to this Law, 
9 x0 accept of the Ouantit) of Twelve thou and Acres, Parcel. of the ſaid Ninety- 
* five thouſand Acres, to be aſſured by the faid Earl, or his, Heirs, unto the King's 
*" Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, to be beld and enjoy'd by them for ever, freed 
and diſcharg'd of and from all Right, Title and Intereſt of Common, or other- 
* wiſe, to be claimed or demanded by the ſaid Earl, or by any other Perſon or 
« Perſons whatſoever, The ſaid Twelve thouſand Acres to be laid together in 
* one or two entire Pieces or Quantities out of ſuch of the ſaid ſurrounded 
* Lands, as now are Parcel of the Manor of Whittleſey, or other Ma- 
* nors thereunto adjoining; which Quantity of Twelve thouſand Acres the 
© ſaid Earl and Country, by an unamimous Conſent, do humbly offer to his Ma- 
jeſty, as a thankful Acknowledgment of his gracious Favour. in recommend- 
ing the ſaid Work, and perfecting the ſame with his Royal Favour and Aﬀent 
as aforeſaid. Provided always, and it is laſtly ordered, enaQed, adjudged, 
and decreed, That when it ſhall fall out that the ſeveral Lands, or half ſe- 
veral Lands of any Owner ſhall lye in ſuch ſmall Proportions together, as 
do not exceed the Quantity of thirty Acres in any. one Piece together, 
whereby it ſhall or may be inconvenient and overchargeable to provide a pro- 
* portionable Part thereof to be allotted to the ſaid Earl, his Heirs and Aſſigns, 
and ſevered out from the Reſidue of the ſaid Parcels of Land, which are to 
remain to the Owner and Owners thereof: That in every ſuch Caſe, the ſaid 
Earl, his Heirs or Aſſigns, at his or their own Choice, ſhall either have the 
Land in Kind allotted unto them, and to be ſevered out by them; or ſhall 
have ſo much Recompence in Money paid to him or them for the ſame, as ſix 
of the ſaid Commiſſioners, whereof three to be of the Quorum, ſhall 
reaſonably value the ſame to be worth; ſuch Money to be paid within three 
* Months then next following ; or elſe in Default of Payment thereof, to incur 
the Penalty of twenty Shillings for every Acre of the ſaid ſmall Proportion of 
Land, and ſo after that Rate for every three Months the ſame ſhall be unpaid. 
eln Witneſs whereof, the Saen above- named have hereunto put 
Atheir Hands and Seals the * Day and Year above-written. 1 
Francis Far! This Law being made, the Earl of Bedford fell in hand with the Work; and 
| 7 2 the better to purſue this noble Undertaking, he took in divers Participants, viz. 
hs ara Oliver Earl of Bolingbroke, Edward Lord Gorges, Sir Robert Heath, Sir Miles 
Sandys, Sir William Ruſſel, Sir Robert Bevill, Sir Thomas Terringham, Sir Philip 
Vernat, William Sams, Doctor of Law; Anthony Hammond, Eſq; Samuel Spald- 
ing, Andrew Burwell, Gent. Sir Robert Lovet, &c. who were to raiſe Money for 
carrying on the Work proportionable to the Number of Shares each had, cach , 
Share being 4000 Acres, And they began the Work; and in order to carry off 
the ſuperfluous Water wherewith the Fens was much annoy'd, cauſed theſe ſe- 
veral Canals to be made, vis, 


—_—. 


. I have printed this Law of Sewers in this place at large, becauſe ir was this Law that gave Life to 
the Undertaking for a general Draining. . | Bed 
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© Bedford River (now call'd Old Bedford) extending from Erith to Salters-lyde, His Worts, 
50 Foot wide, and 21 Miles long, to take off tle high Floods from the River 
2 and placed at each End thereof a Sluice of great Strength. | 
Sams Cut, from Feltwell to Ouſe, 20 Feet broad, and fix Miles long. 
Aut to drain Mildenball River in Burnt Fen near Littleport, 40 Feet wide, 
Wd two Mike boli. 72s DEG £75, R 
Bevibs Leam from Whittleſey Mere to Guybien, 40 Feet wide, and 10 Miles 


long. | | 
Aud likewiſe made à great Saſs at Well-Creek Eud, at Salters-lode, to keep 
the Tiges out of that River. _ N | , 
And to the end they might accompliſh this fo great Undertaking, and preſerve 
the Works after compleated; ee 5 | 
© The faid Earl and his Participants did the 10. C. 1. obtain Letrers-Patents E.-& 
Fncorporation, bearing Date March 13. which being accompliſhed, the Works 1634. 
- aforeſaid were carried on; and about three Years after, in a Seffion of Sewers 
holden at Peterborough, Ofob. 12. Car. 13. the Level was adjudged'Drained, and 
Ninety five thouſund Acres were ſet out by fix or more Commiſſioners unto the ſaid 
Earl of Bedford, his Heirs and Aſſigns. The Charge of the ſaid Work to the 
Earl and his Participants having been One hundred thouſand Pounds. | 
But notwithſtanding this great Expence, it was at length evidently diſcerned, 
that tho*-the Lands were "__ much 1mproved by thoſe Works, yet were they 
ſub ject to Invndation, eſpecially in the Winter Seaſon: And therefore in a Seflion 
of Sewers held at Huntingdon, 12. Apr. the Year enſuing, the ſaid Earl of Bed- 1638. 
ord's Undertaking was adjudged defective. EY The 
Hereupon King Charles I. taking this Buſineſs into his princely Conſideration, — * 
and foreſeeing that if this Level of Four hundred thouſand Acres could be made 4 wh 
Winter Lands, they wovld be of extraordinary Benefit to the Commonwealth, viz. 
of 600,000 l. per Ann. Value, according to the Eſtimation of Sir Cornelius Ver- 
muyden, as alſo a great and certain Revenue to all Parties intereſſed; his Majeſty 
was therefore pleaſed to undertake, at his own Charge, to make the Level Winter 
Grounds. | | 
And for the better performing thereof, he commanded divers Perſons, expert 
in ſuch Adventures, to give their Advice how theſe Lands might be made Win- 
rer Grounds. | | 
Amongſt theſe Artiſts was Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, a Dutchman, who had pur- 
chas'd of the King the Level of Hatſield Chace; one half of which Chace, viz. 
go, ooo Acres were hurtfully drowned, and he undertook to reduce it to conſtant 
Arable and Paſture Grounds, and which he at laſt did at the incredible Labour 
and Charges of above 400,000 Pounds, They all agreed that it was feaſible, 
but differed much in the Manner or Way to accompliſh it. Sir Cornelius Ver- 
muyden his Scheme had Preference. And Fuly 18. 1638. the King was declared 
Undertaker, And was to have not only thoſe 95,000 Acres, which had been 
ſet out for the Earl of Bedford, but alſo 57,000 Acres more from the Country, 
his Majeſty's Deſign being to make the Land good Winter Gronnds. 
And the Earl of Bedford, in Conſideration of the Coſt he had been at, was to 
have 40.000 of the 95,000 Acres. 
The King to manifeſt his earneſt and real Purpoſes for the ſpeedy Draining, 
cauſed ſeveral Works to be done, viz. | 
| A Bank on the South-ſide of Morton's-leam from Peterborough ro Wisbech ; x; Works, 
and begun the like Bank on the North-ſide. 
A navigable Saſs at Stanground. : 
A new River cut between the Stone-Sluice at the Horſe-ſhoe, and the Sea be- 
* Wisbech, 60 Feet broad, and two Miles long, with Banks on both 
EP | 
| A Sluice in the Marſhes below T1dd, upon the Outfall of Shire Drain. 
But here, faith Dugdale, we come to a Period of this excellent Prince's Deſign. 
For he being forced to raiſe an Army againſt the Scots in 1638. and continuing 
the reſt of his Life involved in an unnatural War at home, the Level lay neg- 
lected; and the Country complaining they had received no Benefit by the Drain- 
ing, they entred upon the 95,000 Acres again, which had been taken from them. 
. Soon as the King was dead, (viz. Ann. 1641.) Francis Earl of Bedford, and 1641. 
his Participants, made their Application to the then Parliament, and had mw 
I" ale 


* 


— 


| 1649. 
William Earl 
of Bedford 
bis Underta 
King. 


\\ 


Caſe committed: But the Civil War hindering them from any farther Proſecu- 
tion of this Undertaking, it occaſioned the Works made by him and by the King, 
to decay and become in a great meaſure uſeleſs, nor were thete any new Works 
made | wrt et 8 

Until 1649, William Earl of Bedford, Son arid Heir to the late Francis, being 
willing to proſecute a Work, wherein his Father had been ſo great an Adven- 


turer, made his Addreſs in Behalf of himſelf and others his Participants to the | | 


Convention-Parliament at Weſtminſter. And he obtain'd an Act (the 29th of 
May in the Year aforeſaid )-entitled, An Act for Draining the Great Level of the 
Fens, &c. Which declared the faid William Earl of Bedford, and his Partici- 
pants, to be the Undertakers of the Work of Praining the ſaid Great Level, 
and order'd, That they ſhould at, or before the 1oth Day of October, which 
„ ſhould be in the Year of our Lord 1656. cauſe the ſame to be drained and 
© imbanked without Prejudice to Navigation in the Rivers or Parts adjacent; and all 
« the ſaid Level ſbould be made Winter Ground, in ſuch manner as the ſaid Ri- 
&« vers, or any of them, ſhould not overflow the Grounds within the ſaid Level. 
And for bearing the Charge of Draining, and maintaining the Works from time 
&© to time, ſhould have and enjoy the ſaid whole 95000 Acres, as the ſame had 
© heretofore been ſet forth in October, in the 13th Year of the Reign of the late 
King Charles I. or hereafter ſhould, by vertue of this Act, be allotted, &c. 
(See this Act at large in the Appendix.) ; Ji Gs 
Under the Protection and Encouragement of this Act, the ſaid Earl and his 
Participants fell in hand with the Work. on 
And as King Charles I. preferred Sir Corn. Vermuyden's Scheme for Draining, 
and followed it when he imbanked Morton's-leam, ſetting the Banks in ſome 
Places a Mile aſunder for the Waters to bed in; ſo did the Earl in making the 
new Bedford River and Receptacle. But this Practice Jan Weſterdyke, who was 
ſent for to view the Fens, ſays, Sir Cornelius could give him no Reaſons for. 
And Weſterdyke farther ſays “ If the Banks from Peterborow by Guyhirn un- 
to Wisbech, had been ſet only at a convenient Diſtance one from the other, 
* and one fair Cut made for the Waters to paſs in, much Money might there- 
by have been ſaved, and the Work had been far better; which is to be doubt- 
ed muſt yet be done at laſt; for Experience will ſhew, that Vaters kept toge- 
de ther in a Body paſs ſwiftly, and mend their Channel; but divided and diſperſed 


4 baſs away very ſlowly, and in time loſe their Channel. 


The famous Atkins is of this Opinion: Speaking of the Cauſe of the then 
(1604.) Shallowneſs of Ouſe between Erith and Harrimere, he ſays, . Willing- 
* ham and Over Fens are unbank'd, which otherwiſe would force the Water to 


_ « grind a Channel. 


Col. Dodſon, who writ a Piece for Draining +, (and was Director of the Corpo- 
ration of Adventurers Works) ſaith, p. 7. © But I with that thoſe Banks which are 
* upon Bedford River and Mortons-leam, had not been placed at ſo great Di- 
** ſtance one from another”. And indeed many Arguments were printed againſt 
Vermuyden's Scheme *, and againſt ſetting Banks of Rivers at a great Diſtance 
aſunder, about the time of the Undertaking for Draining: I ſhall enumerate a 
few out of a Piece written by Edmund Scotten, (in Anſwer to Vermuyden_) who 
had been employ'd by the Earl of Bedford; publiſhed by Order of the Commit- 
tee for the Fens, and preſented to the High-Court of Parliament ||, 1642. The 
Author, p. 24. faith, © I ſhall here, in ſhort, lay down ſome general Rules for 
* draining this great Level, in ſuch manner that although all cannot, yet the 
4 greateſt Part of the Fens may be made Winter Grounds; wrong none, and 
6: ſecure all; and the Charge not fo great, but that they will abundantly requite 
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j This Piece is entitled, The Defign for the perfect Draining the Great Level of the Fens, &c. d it 13 
dedicated to the above-named William Earl of Bedford. 

* Sir Cornelius Vermuyden's Diſcourſe touching the Draining the great Fens lying withif the ſeveral 
Counties of Lincoln, Northampton, Huntingdon, Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, and the Ifle of Ely, &c. was 
order'd by the Committee for the great Level of the Fens to be printed, that all Men whom it concern'd, 
might thereby inform themſelves, and make their Exceptions againſt it, and likewiſe offer any other De- 
ſign, and they ſhould have notice to he heard. This Order is ſigned : 

25. Feb. 1641. HEN. PELKAM- 


This Piece is entitled, A deſperate and dangerous Deſign diſcovered concerning the Fen Countries. 


Let 
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„Let Rivers be made large and deep, and there will be Matter enough ar- |Edmund 
us ſing thereout with the Indykes to make high Banks near on each Side the Ri- Sz fs 
„ vers: Theſe Banks being made high, and but a ſmall Diſtance between, will Draining the 
« he a Shelter to the Water that ſhall run betwixt them, as a Hedge or Wall N. 

« will ſhelter Cattle that lie near unto them; ſo that the Wind will have no 
power to raiſe violent Waves againſt theſe Banks to tear them, as the others 

< ſet at a great Diſtance: ſo that here is one main Miſchief prevented already. 
A Second Miſchief will be hereby prevented with a Benefit in the'room : 
For whereas ſuch Banks ( ſpeaking of Vermuipden's) tho placed at a great Di- 

4 ſtance, could be made to hold, they would reſtrain the Waters of their for- 

„ mer'Libertv; and ſo cauſe them to riſe higher in the Meadows above than 
formerly, and ſo do much hurt; which large and deep Rivers will prevent, 
Far as ſoon as the Flood begins to riſe in the Rivers above the Fens, it finds 
e ſuch full and current Paſſage to Sea, that it is taken down as it begins to riſe, a 
ſo as that which would have been a little Flood before will be no Flood now; 

and therefore in Summer-time will be much advantageous to their Meadows, 

<« cauſing their Graſs to be leſs floated than before. 

„A Third Benefit by large and deep Rivers, with Banks placed near the 

“ Sides, is this: When a great Flood comes, it finds ſuch full and current Pal- 
ſage, that it will be gone half into the Sea in ſuch tim, as without ſuch Ri- 

vers it will be climbing up to get above the Superficies of the Fens between 

thoſe Banks ſo far diſtant : For until it be got aloft, it can go but ſlowly (as 

is confeſſed by Sir Cornelius) wanting the Fall it had before; and the Haſſocks, 

Reeds, Sedge, and long Graſs will hinder the Paſſage; and as ſoon as it is 
aloft, the Wind will have Power to raiſe violent Waves, which will whinder 
the Banks to pieces: For it muſt be high againſt thoſe Banks before the two 
« Rivers will grind out a Paſſage; for it is four Miles between Wisbech Horſe- 
* foe and the Sea, as he, Sir Cornelius, ſaith it will, p. 25. But there is 4 ſtraiter 
* Paſſage before it comes out of the Fens beſides tha. 3 


* Now is it not much better, that half a great Flood be ſent ſpeedily into 
the Sea, than to lye by the way tearing and rending the Bank?: 
HA Fourth Benefit is——A ſmall Flood or Riſe of Water being pent up be- 
< tween Banks as aforeſaid, will go with Force down a deep River, and ſo ſcour | 
& and keep open the Outfall, when the other loſes à ſmall Flood by the way. 1 
Alt is moſt apparent by what hath been already ſaid (continues he) that when # 
* the Land-Floods ſhall deſcend from Northampton, Bedford, or other Upland ha 
Dountries, and ſhall ariſe in height four or five Feet over the Superficies of 
«the Meadows, they will ariſe fix or ſeven Feet high between his Banks, tho” 
placed at a great Diſtance between them; and when the Waters are thus aloft 
near the Top of the Banks, the Wind will have ſuch Power to raiſe violent 
Waves againſt them that will break them and tear them to pieces. | 
From what has been ſaid, tis plain that Weſterdyke, Atkins, Dodſon, this Au- 
thor, (with many others) were of Opinion, that Vermuyden, in ſetting the Banks 
ſo far aſunder, was 1n an Error: As indeed Experience has fince fatally ſhewn. 
But this was not the only Miſtake he led the Adventurers into. 

Till now the ſeveral different Undertakers propos'd the ſure known Way of 
Draining, vis. Imbanking Rivers, and Sluicing Drains, as I have ſhewed. But 
Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, as he ſays in his printed Scheme, p. 2. © took Advice 
** of the experienced Men in the Low-Countries, (improper Adviſers in this Caſe ) 
and did ſtudy from time to time how to contrive this Work for the beſt Ad- 
vantage. And the Effect of their Advice and his Study was—He ran counter 
to all the known Rules of Draining. ct el 48 

It is well obſerv'd in a Piece * printed in 1629. (p. 17.) © That Scheme for 
* the Dutch deſerve Commendation and Imitation for enlarging them- Da K. 
ſelves into the Sea, and ſecuring themſelves from the Sea by coſtly and 1629. 
ingenious Devices. But ſuch Devices are not proper for our Buſineſs, which 
is to be performed in a far different manner; the Error leading us directly to 
the Remedy, which is merely natural: For Nature hath given to all Rivers (s 
and Waters, as well their Courſes, Iſſues, and Outfalls into the Sea, as their 
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* This Piece is entitled, 4 Diſcourſe concerning the Draining of the Fens and ſurrounded Grounds in the ſix 
Counties of Nortolk, oll, Cambridge, with the Iſle of Ely, Huntingdon, Northampton, and Lincoln. 
| N 


Heads 


. n 
& Heads and Springs. This Guidance of Nature, if me follow, and add Art at 
c an Aſfiſtant unto it, we ſhall, 1 the uſe, avoid alſo the Effect; 


and by conſidering how the Mi 
e eee Ho ee 
The Water that annoyeth the Fens, do firſt fill the Rivers and Drains; at 
& whoſe Iſſues being returned back by Impediment, they overflow and ſtifle the 
« whole Body, of the Fens: for which is no poſſible Remedy, but the 
opening and ſeeuring the natural Outfalls; at which the whole Body of the 
Fens will equally and ſpeedily unburthen it ſelf, and fo return to that priſtine 
i * Condition ſo much extoll'd in the Monuments of Antiquity. N 
Sir Corn. Sir Cornelius himſelf ſays, (p. 7.) © There is in Uſe a general Rule in 
— < Draining and gaming of drowned Lands: Which is by Imbanking all the Ri- 
about Drain- „ ders on edeh, Side, and by leading away the Downfall by Drains and Sluices. 
img: And this is the ordinary Way of Draining, as is uſual in all ſuch Caſes, ' 
But this general Rule muſt be diſpenſed with here, to fave the Expence of 
Banks at firſt; and the Charge of yearly Repairs of them afterwards. 

Sir Cornelius farther faith, ——< A great Inconvemence would be on the 
<* South Side of Ouſe; for by imbanking of the Rivers on that Side, there 
« would be three or four Levels, the one above the other, and all of them 
« would want Fall all the Winter-time. And to lead away the Downfall of 
< them, it muſt be carried by Tunnels underneath the three ſeveral Rivers of 
* Mildenhall, Brandon, and Stoke. And the Upper Level muſt of Neceſſity 
commit the Waters thereof into the next, and ſo into the Lower; and this 
* Way the Water muſt go 28 Miles before it comes to the Fall; and how the 
„ Downfall ſhould. be brought ſuch a Length without ſurcharging the Drains 
either in one or t'other Level, I know not. And eſpecially here being ſeve- 
* ral Brooks, the which in Winter-time will overtake the Downfall, and being 
« liberal with their Waters (being more than the Drains and Tunnels can ſwal- 
„ tow) the Level would become ſurrounded, and ſo without Perfection from 
* within. | | ar 

None of the former Undertakers for Draining were of this Opinion; nor were 
at this time Yan Weſterdyke, my Lord Gorges, &c. And I cannot conceive, 
that the South Level was in Condition 1rrelievable by the common Rules of 
Draining. For I find that when only Brandon and Stoke Rivers had their Out- 
fall by Lenne, the Channel was large enough to paſs away the freſh Waters: And 
after Great Ouſe had its Courſe to Lenne, among innumerable Preſentments from 
the Middle Level, I find but two from the South Level, viz. one September 26. 
1536,—* That the Hurt and Loſs by the freſh Waters in the Hundred of Clack- 
* cloſe is, for that Stoke River, the Gutters, Sewers, and Drains have not been 
Y 8 cleanſed and ſcoured, and kept according to the old Rule and Cu- 
* ſtom, Oc. | | 

The other, Fuly 26. 1608. preſents, That from Stoke- Bridge for the moſt part 
to Helgay-Bridge, Stoke River 1s unfermed, and grown full of Weeds, to the 
great Hinderance of the Waters there; and from Helgay-Bridge to the Ouſe is 
likewiſe unfermed, and is very defective both in Breadth and Depth. 

Here is no Complaint made of being totally ſurrounded, tho' this Level is 
the loweſt Part of all the Fens; (but more of this in Sect. 6.) And conſider- 
ing there was ten Feet Fall from the Soil of the Fens to Low-water Mark in 
the River at Salters-lode, it is evident there was too ſufficient Fall into Ouſe for 
all the Rivers of the South Level: And there muſt, as I conceive, have been 
Depth ſufficient from the Soil of each Level to Low-water Mark, eſpecially at 
Neip-Tides, for the Downfall ; for the Low-water Mark up the River is much 
lower in Neip than in Spring- Tides; whereas down to Seaward the Low-water 
Mark of a Spring-Tide is lower than that of a Neip. So that had the Rivers 

been 1mbanked, there wanted only Drains of ſufficient Width and Depth ſluiced 
next the Orſe, to drain the ſeveral Diviſions of this Level. 

But Sir Cornelius ſaith, © As the Rivers of this Level fall croſs-wiſe into Ouſe, 
2 e ee cannot be made Winter Grounds by the ordinary Way of Drain- 
ing., Oc, 

Sir Corn. * Therefore the principal River, which is Ouſe, may not go down through the 
3 f Fens as naw it does; the beſt way is to turn that River at Erith into, and 


Draining, Ac. next unto Bedford River; and to ſbiæ the Paſſage of Oule, aggyow it goeth by a 
"at | 2 * Croſs. 


hief hath grown, learn to prevent it for the 


- 
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« croſs Bank through the River to rhe firm Land, and ſo force it into that Courſe 
* 25 now Bedford River goeth; whereby all the Lands below Erisb will be freed 
« from the Overflowing of Onſe.. © © 5 
And to the end that the Waters of Ouſe ſhall not annoy the Country any” 
« farther, the ſaid Bedford River is to be imbanked on each Side thereof, to 
« keep Ouſe within certain Bounds; the Banks thereof muſt be a great Diſtance 
the one from the other, ſo that the Water in time of Extremity may go in a 
large room, to keep it from tiſing too high; and the more, becauſe there is a 
„ great Diſtance of about 25 Miles from Erith before it cometh to the perfect 
« Fall; This was Sir Cornelis Vermuyden's Scheme. 
In 16530, ; Bavents Weſterdyke being importuned by ſome Friends to come 
into England to ſee the Great Level of the Fens, and to give his Judgment con- 
cerning the Draining thereof, came accordingly : And having ſufficiently viewed 
the ſame, and all the Rivers that paſs through 1t, from their coming into the 
Fens to their Outfalls, gave his Opinion as followeth. 
Pat the unreſtrained Overflowings of” the Rivers was the 28 Cauſe of John Bavents 
the ſurrounding of this Level: And this being 1 the Diſeaſe, there- Veferdyke 
fore the confining of theſe Rivers within ſufficient Banks muft conſequently in rea- = og ag 
* ſon be the Cure And Drains muſt be made for the Downfal Waters, and they Ens. 
« amſt baue Sluiges at their Outfalls. 

« Tf Ouſe, continues he, had been confin'd to its old Channel by ſtrait Banks, it 
had been a far better and cheaper Work; and that Cut of Bedford River would 
have been of ſingular Uſe, as a Capital both for Draining and Watering all 
that Part of the Level; and it is a diſputable Queſtion, notwithſtanding all 
the Charges beſtowed on the Banks of that River, whether it be not yet the 
* beſt Courſe to deſert it, and do the other Work. 
For, faith he —*© Theſe Sluices being ſet near Salters-lode, it will be impoſ- 
* ſible wit haut Banks to preſerve the Lands above Ely from drowning ;, for they 
have ſo little Fall, and lye fo far from the Outfall, that before the Water can 
in any conſiderable Meaſure ſhrink there, by reaſon of the Ebb at Salters-lode, 
< anothet Flood will come again, and ſhut the Sluice-Doors. 

And if Imbanking the Rivers muſt be the laſt and undoubted Way of Drain- 
ing, why ſhovld ſo much Money be ſpent in the fruitleſs way of Sluicing Ri- 
2 1 _ as formerly they did at W:sbech, which is now totally deſerted as 

uſele 

* To ſet Sluices upon Rivers, continues Weſterdyke, is againſt the general Rules 
by of Draining ;, and I punQually aver, the intended Work is impoſſible to be done 
* by Sluices. 

his 1s the Opinion Weſterdyke gave to the Lords and others Participants in The Opinion 

the ſaid Level *. One of them was my Lotd Gorges, who had been concerned 4 L, Gorges, 
in this Undertaking from the firſt of it, and knew the Level beſt of any of them. F „ Bu, 
His Lordſhip declared in writing, that it was ever his Opinion, that the better Way concerning 
of draining this South Level, ¶ for whoſe Benefit alone the Sluices were intended) N. 
is by Banks without any Sluices at all at Denver, according to the certain Rules 
of Draining, which is to imbank all Rivers and Brook Waters; and never to put 
Sluices upon ſuch Waters as have a continual Body to preſerve their Channels or 
Outfulls from ſilting up by Tides. ; 
There were alſo ſeveral Pieces printed about this time againſt Sir Cornelius 
Vermuyden's Scheme by the Inhabitants of the Fens. One writ by a Servant of 
the then Earl of Bedford, in his Dedication to the Earl ſays © Whether theſe 
W Endeavours may here prove acceptable or no, I know not; yet however I 
have declared my Opinion, and left it extant, that future Times may witneſs 
* that the Danger was diſcovered. For my own part, TI am confident that if this 
* Deſign be purſued, what I haue now Toritten ( that they muſt in time deſert the 
* Works) one Day, by coſtly Experience, will be Jus to be true, 

Theſe foremention'd Authors and great Artiſts gave their Opinion of the Pre- Vermuyden's 


1 this Scheme would be of to Draining only, that being their proper Pro- Be. 
ince. 


ing. 


* This is a Manuſcript, entitled, A Brief of the Obſervations and Advice of John Bavents Weſterdyke 


— — Draining of the Great Level of the Fens, preſented to the Lords and others Participants in that Level, 
pt. 13. 1650. 


Others 


4 
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Others there were who writ againſt it, to prove that it would be deſtructive of 
Navigation too. For Brevity's Sake Ell only tranſcribe from a Manuſcript, called, 


An Anſwer to Sir Cornelius Vermuyden's Praject. Demonſirative Reaſons why 


the Draining of the great Level, as intended by Sir Cornelius Vermuyden and 


Vermuyden's 
erbeme preju- 
dic ial to Navi- 
gation. 


A 4 D . 
1650. 
Ne Partici- 
pants Works 
for Draining 

the Fens. 


N. B. 


Mr. Andrew Burwell, will be deſtructiue to the Port and Haven of King's-Lyn, 
and ta the Navigation up the Rivers Ouſe and Grant to and from Cambridge. 

* By the printed Project of Sir Cornelius it is apparent, that by topping the 
River 05 at Erith, and carrying Bedford Water out at Salters-lode, which 
anciently, and now runneth by Harrimere, and there meets with the River 


© Grant (both which heighten the Water over the Hards about £9) will hin- 


« der the Navigation to Cambridge, by reaſon of the little or no 
* will cover the ſaid Hards. . 138 | WIA oc 
By taking away of the Waters of the River of Ouſe, by the Stop at Erich, 
and none but Grant Water left to carry Goods to Cambridge, the Navigation 
* to Cambridge all Summer-time will quite be overthrown *, GW. 

By Mr. Andrew Burwell's printed Project to ſet a Safs over _ at Magda- 
«* len Fall, is to take away the Receptacle of a wide and deep River, which 
: runneth about 40 Miles above . toward Cambridge, whereby the Silt 
* brought up by the Tide into the Channel cannot be carried back to Sea, and 
e ſo the Channel will be utterly deſtroy'd +, as appeareth plunly by theſe Ob- 
ſervations, IJ 


ater which 


* 


* 1. There waxeth little or no Water at Lyn Town, until it runneth over all 
e the Sands beneath Lyn, which are three or four Miles broad; and in four 
Hours it filleth the River up to Harrimere, which is from the Sea between fifty 
* and ſixty Miles. Lk 
«* 2. Before this River is full up to Harrimere, the Sands on both Sides the 
Channel beneath Lyn are bare, by reaſon the Water falleth three Hours upon 
* the Sands before it falleth any thing at Prieſts-howſes. | 

* 3. So that whereas now the River from Magdalen to Harrimere being full, 
and the Sands on both Sides the Channel bare beneath Lyn, the Waters go 
back to Sea in three or four Acres Breadth, where they came in in three or 
four Miles Breadth; and are eight Hours running out, and but four Hours run- 
ing in: So by the Straitneſs of the Channel, and the long time of running 
out, the Silt is carried back to Sea, and the Navigation and Channel by God's 

Providence preſerved. - f My 
* 4. Whereas it followeth neceſſarily, that by taking away the Receptacle, 
and the great Weight of Water contain'd; not only the Port and Haven, but 
the Navigation up the River Ouſe, (which brancheth into twelve Counties, 
receiving thereby the Benefit of Exportation and Importation of Goods) will 
be utterly deſtroy'd. | 


Thus it appears, that different Authors did at that time prove, that the Slui- 
cing the River Oi, and the executing YVermuyden's Project, would be deſtructive 
of Navigation and Draining. And yet the Undertakers for Draining the Fens 
did execute that Scheme, and Sluices were by them decreed to be made near 
Salters-lode croſs the River Ouſe, beneath the Mouths of Stoke, Brandon, Milden- 
hall, and Grant Rivers, to ſtop the Tidal Flood from putting into any of them : 
And alſo the new Bedford River was decreed to be digged from Salters-lodeto Erith, 
in Length 21 Miles; and Sluices were alſo by the ſaid Corporation decreed to be 
ſet down croſs the old Channel of Ouſe at the Hermitage near Erith, to turn the 
Waters out of their ancient Courſe down the ſaid new Bedford River, according 
to Sir Cornelius Vermuyden his Project. 5 | 

I can't help obſerving, that the Expence of executihg this artificial -Scheme 
was calculated at but 8000 J. leſs than the Charge would have been of im- 
banking the natural Rivers, and following the known ſure Rules of Draining; 
and there was ſo great a Diviſion amongſt the Adventurers which Method to fol- 


——_— 


* This prov'd true; for after a Stop at Erith was made, they were forc'd to make navigable Sluices in 


graut River to hold up Water; otherwiſe there could have been no Navigation in that River to Cam- 
bridee. 


t This has fatally prov'd true, for now the Channel is deſtroy d. 2 
low, 
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low, chat the Ma jority for Sluicing the River Ouſe was but one Vote; and that 


Majority was occaſion d by the ꝓriv tereſt of ——who had ſome Lands in 
the South Level. W 


As ſoon as the Corporations of the Univerſity.and Town, of Gambri 1 
of Ming -Lyn, ad Tnbwledge e Decdes f 95 n 178 Sluices un * 
croſs the great River Ouſe, they” being apprehenſid e chat ſuch 1 
terly deſtro/ Navigation, Wen, perintolied, "kd Commifſibneth that were Effe 
| appointed by the Act in 1649, n e ee andi the Adventu- 
rers, in the moſt moving Terms againſt ſuch Sluices being bgilt ... 
Tuet notwithſtanding theſe Petitions againſt thoſe Sluices foretol, the Miſchiefs 
chat would enſueNotwithſtanding the ſetting*down Sluices, or other ObſtrhQi- 
ons, in navigable Streams; is contrary to Magna Chartal|, and aga inſt ten or more 
Ates of this Realm not repealed or * with—+— Notwithſtanding the 
etting Sluices croſs Rivers, was own d by YVermuyden, to be againſt the Rules of 
Draining, which are, ſays he, to imbanpk all Rivers. —Notwithſtanding We- 
ſtertyle and other great Artiſts averr'd, (to the, Adventurers) it was impoſſible 
to drain the Fens by Sluices, and declar'd in writing, that they would be forc'd 
to deſert ſuch artificial Works, and muſt at laſt imbank the natural Rivers. 
Notwithſtanding the Lord Gorges, Surveyor-General of the Adventurers Wotks, 
alſo declar'd againſt building ſuch Sluices.Notwithſtanding the Adventurers 
had 93, o00 Acres, a full third Part of the Fens, allowed them and their Heirs 
for ever, to enable them to drain the whole by Imbankments. Not withſtand- 
ing the Act the Adventurers obtain'd in 1649. directed, that the Fens ſbould be 
* drained and imbanked uit hout en te Navigation Notwithſtanding al! 
d Reaſons to the contrary, yet in Oppoſition to 


Cambridge 


theſe Reſtraints, Remonſtrances an | 
the Laws of their Country—to the Rules of 'Draininz—to their own Act of Par- 
liament, they did build Sluices croſs the River of Great Ouſe, at Erith, and at 
„ a: airy Sets, ford nr ene, 
"of © * bY; #30100 eels ding : io ee eee g7? 4 
* * * * ge) + I 7 19 K * 10 * * * 
* ue "Y #119] g „ 0 19740 207 T0007 9T50 V0 4 
d Draining, is the Subje&- 


. 


£1 1 71 ; nn 
4 N. 8 acid 
The Conſequence of which Works to Navigation an 
Matter of the next Section. r 1 


e 


In the Appendix is an Abſtract of ſuch Statutes, as haye been made for the ayoiding all Ann 
and ObBragtions in navigable Rivers. q 4% airy avoiding : Nees 
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<= | 14 e Mouths F all the Nawigable 
Niers that have their Courſe through the South Level; and thereby flop. 
* ping the: Tidal 'Flood out 0 its antient Receptacles. "The Petition of 
. Lyn and Cambridge againſt thoſe Sluices being built.” >,» Of the ma- 
Alices croſs the Ouſe at the Herm near Erivhy” and thereby turning 
the Waters of Ouſe ont of their natural am deep Channel down "that 
10 ſhallow Drain - Of the ruinous Effect. of theſe Works to Nawigation 
Aud of the many Attempts of Lyn and Cambridge toward a Relief. 
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A. D. "JO HE Corporation of Lenne hearing of the Decree of the Corporation of Ad- 
1650. venturers to erect a Sluice eroſs the Ouſe near Salters-lode, Mr. Robinſon 
and Mr. Green, Aldermen, were deſir'd to ride to Salters-lode, to learn what 
Works the Undertakers for Draining the Fens intended, which might be pre ju- 


* 
: 
- 


g 


ory Congregatio ibidem tent viceſims guarto die Mart ij, 16 50. Bartho.W, ormell, Mayor, 
This Day Mr. Robinſon and Mr. Green, Aldermen, made Report of their Four- 
ney to Salters-lode.—At their coming thither, they found that the Undertakers 
for Draining of the great Level (according to the Act 29. May, 1649.) intend- 4 
ed to ſet a Sluice on the River of Ouſe; which they conceived to be much to 85 
the Prejudice of the Navigation of this Town. ö 85 


Whereupon for the Prevention thereof, a Petition was drawn and preſented 


by Mr. Bartholomew Wormell, Mayor, and Mr. Robinſon, Alderman, to the | 5 
Comimiſibners fitting at W7sbech the 24th Day of March.—A Copy whereof here $3 
followeth, as it is enter'd in the Hall-Book * at Lenne. 5 


To the Honourable William Lenthall, Eſq; Speaker of the Parliament; to 
the Lord Commiſſioner and Keeper of the Great Seal; the Judges of the 
Bench and Common-Pleas, and Barons of the Court of Exchequer ; William 
Earl of Salisbury, and the reſt of the Gentlemen that are Commiſſioners for a 
the Draining of the Great Level of the Fens, as by Act of Parliament the 0 
29th of May, 1649. h 


The Humble Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common- 
Council of the Town of Lenne 1n Norfolk, 


Sheweth, 


Petition of © * HAT the Town of Lenne bath been, and is a very ancient Port Town, and 
072 ageing the Inhabitants there have no other Livelibood but by Navigation; and | 
ver Sie. whereas they were informed, that the Earl A Bedford and his Participants have Fa 
* reſolved to ſet Sluices over the River Ouſe by Denver, or thereabouts; will ut- 
** terly deſtroy 1 at Lenne, and into ſeven or eight Counties unto which 
* the River of Oule branches it ſelf: For it muſt be taken for granted, that the 
** Flood cannot flow higher up the River than the Sluices; whereas now it flows up | 
to Harrimer, which is twenty Miles above the Sluices, and there it waxeth two | 
Foot Water every Spring-Tide; and the River of Ouſe being filled with the Flood 
* twice every 24 Hours, comes down with ſuch a Force, having the Weight of the 
* Freſhes upon the Flood, that it ſcours not only the River of Ouſe, but Lenne- 
haven ten Miles to Seaward from Lenne; ſo that by that means our Haven and 
* Rivers are very navigable: And if the Flood-Tide be not ſuffered to flow as high 
as formerly it hath done, doubtleſs our Navigation from Lenne to Sea, * 
nne 


* 


* This Book has been allow'd in Evidence at Nerfo/k Aſſizes before Lord Chief Juſtice Hales. 
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The Upright#Plan of DENVER. SLUICES Built by , Corporation of Adventurers refs tie Ouſe Ap. . 
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Fig.1.......DE, 4c O bottom of the River Oule.. PFE D built 8Jret ughet A Ne Old Bottom = 
cor a level with EF, the bottom of New Bedford River w/ich River was made by the Adventurers ; and digged but 5/74 deep, 
und roo Feet aue, mherear Old Ouſe war 14 Feet, deaf and 200 Stet e A. A. A. the Floodgates , each but ig Seet mide, 
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; D. ic preſent width... O. P, low watrir mark before the Sluices 

were Built, 10 Set lone, than the Surface of the Fenns......... BD. ion, water mark now near two t above the J ,, 
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Lenne t Cambridge, and to other Countries, will be utterly bf; ond of are 


at all; fo that it will not only be the Ruin of your Petitioners, 
f un in ſeveral Countries, ea. 
They moſt humbly pray, that there may be wo Slices ſet upon the River 


Alſd this Day Mr. Mayor and Mr. Robinſon reported the Anfwer of the above- 
ſaid Commiſhoners to the ſaid Petition, which was to this Effect: 3G 0 mat 

Thbnt nothing ſboulu he dune to the Prejudice of Npvigution' of Lenne, and 
Cambridge; and that if che ſaid Slnices were-to tbe Prejudice of Navi- 


gation, they ſbould be pulled un agein. | 
ors: SN RO at, Ms REN Lee WEL WP IEP FOR 
Or 099010 4 901 Ze. 7 | 4 12 
G | «}; , "oe. 0 : 
A Petition was alſo delivered from both the Corporations of the Town and 
Univerſity of Cambridge, as fallowetei nnn >! 
N | T7 „ EN . 1 ' 


A Copy of A Petition delivered. by Thomas Buck, on the Bebalf of the Univerſity 
an Town of Cambridge, unto the Lovds and others Commiſſioners for Dr aining 
the Great Level =_ Fens, at their Meeting and Seſſion at Peterburgh, upon 

the 24th Day of March, Ann. 1650. ; | 


Io the Right Honourable the Lords, and other the Commiſſioners for 
the Draining the Great Level of the Fens. The Humble Petition of 
the Vicechancellor and Heads of Colleges in the Univerſity of Cam- 

l bridge, together with the Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Cam- 


Bi e, 


Sheweth, A 


_— 
f 


« 'T'HAT whereas by an Act for the Draining of the Great Level of the Fens, — 

hearing Date the 29th of May, 1649. it is ordered, That the ſaid Work, againſt baild- 
* ſo much tending to the publick Good, may proceed antl be proſetuted with Juſtice, ing Denver 
_ ity, and Hhect; and whereas,it is in the ſame Ad in ſpetial provided, that Siwicer- 


* the ſaid Work be done without Prejudice to the Navigation in tertain Rivers 
« therein named, whereof the Rivers of Grant and Ouſe are two, principally con- 
feder u: Tour Petitioners being informed by the Works already begun, and intended 
© to be.proſecuted, the Navigation in the ſaid two Rivers, as to py Conveyance 
from Cambridge to the Town of Lenne, and from Lenne thitber, will be there- 
* by either wholly taken away, or very much obſtructed; in regard the ſaid River 
F Ouſe, which by its joining it 7 with the River of Grant, doth many ways 
maintain the ſaid Navigation, will be altogether, ar in great Part, diverted to 
© another Courſe ;, as Ii * the Navigation between the Town of Cambridge 
and the Town of St. Ives, Huntingdon, and divers others by the River of Ouſe, 
* will be 8 interrupted; whereby not only the ſaid Univerſity and Town. of 
Cambridge will be wholly undone, and all the adjacent Countries greatly damni- 
* fied and impoveriſb d, but alſo a great Prejudice will thereby befal to a great Part 
: of this whole Nation, by the Stoppage of the general Commerce at Sturbridge- 
alr. | oy E 

* Your Petitioner: 1 * holding themſelves bound by their utmoſt, Endeauours 
* to keep off ſo great a Miſchief and Ruin, and ſo far as in them lieth to acquit 
themſelves unto Poſterity that they have diſcharged their Duty herein, do humbly 
* beſeech your Honours to take the Premiſes into your, ſerious and timely Confidera- 
tion, and to take ſuch Order, that ſufficient Security may be given, and ſuch Pro- 
viſion made, that we. and our Succeſſors may have Cauſe to bleſs your Care and 


* Fruſtice, and to pray for all Advancement to the Vork. | 
1 4s | And your Petitioners ſhall, &. 
Benj. Whichcot, Procan; TA 


Will. Bryan, Mayor. 


A COPY of an Order then made by the {id Commiſſioners upon their 
{ſerious Conſideration of the ſaid Petition. En Gp ay 


cc 


: * Upon ſerious Conſideration thereof the Commiſſioners do declare, That the Un- 
dertakers are to take ſpecial Care of Navigation at their Peril, the A of Par- 
£ * liament 


L 32 


% ñament baving provided for: the: Puntion f "the ſinia. And in caſe the 


% ſaid Undertahers ſbot 3 herein; -the\Commiſffoners: will then proceed to 
of — Satisfaction according to the Powers given by then ſaid Act, anſwerable to 
& tbe Damage the ſaid Univerſity and Town' all receive tberehy. N 


- 


And the Adventurers gave Security, that they would not prejudice Navigation. 


__ Having theſe Aſſurances given by Cortinnſſioners;:appoint6d bY! Act of Par- 
liament to be judges between the Undertakers and the Country, r. and ha- 
ving Security from the Undertakers, the Corporations of Lenne und of the Uni- 
verſity and Ton of Cambridge could not aubid ſubmitting, tho fearing the Con- 
ſequence they with Impatience waited the Enntt t. a 
Denver Stui- And the Undertakers for the General Draining of the Fens proceeded to 
ces built 1657. pre Sluices (u ſecuring f the South Leoel, ſaith Sir illiam Dugilale) i upon 
the River of Great Ouſe, near Salters-lode, beneath the Mouths: of all the navi- 
gable Rivers that have their Courſe thro' that Diviſion of the Fens, viz. Grant, 
Mildenball, Brandon, and Stokes, that Fell into Ouſe Whereby the Paſſage of the 
Tide into all the ſaid Rivers, which were wont to be filled twice in every a4 
Hours, was wholly: kept out for at leaſt 26 Miles of their uſual Flow. 
rd nA Ndo12M M d gg wha 
Lenne was ſo apprehenſive of Danger to their Navigation from theſe Sluices, 
that while they were building; ſome df the Aldermen and Common-Council 
were deſired by the Hall to go to Salter ode, to view what Works the Under- 
takers for Draining the Fens had made, or intended to make, which might be 
1651, pre judicial to Navigation: and Letters were order'd; Octob. 31. 1651. to be writ 
31. Ofob, to the Mayor and Vicechancellor of Cambridge, and to the 1 Huntingdon, 
for a Meeting to conſider what Prejudice may ariſe to the Navigation, that ſo 
Proceedings may be had accordingly to preſerve the ſame. tinworl? 


Lenne Regis At the Congregation there holden on Friday the 25th of Feb. 1652. it is or- 

Guildhall, der'd, That five Aldermen and fix Common-Council-Men, or. any three or more 

"50. of them, be a Committee to conſider of the Letter and Petition of the Town of 
Cambridge concerning the Draining of the Fens, and. the Damage that ma 
thereby accrue to Lenne and Cambridge. And to call ſuch Ship-maſters, Keel- 
men, and others before them, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, in order to the framing 
a Petition to the Parliament, if there ſhall be Cauſe. £20 
Hence (and from many more Particulars I could enumerate) it is plain, that 
Lenne and Cambridge oppoſed all they lawfully could the Dam and Sluices croſs 
the Ouſe, which they were ſo very apprehenſive would highly affect and pre ju- 
dice their Navigation. . 1 F 

And that this Dam or Sluice near Salters-lode, which ſhut the Tide out of its 

ancient Receptacles; together with another Dam croſs the Ouſe at the Hermitage 
near Erith, which turned that River from Erith down a new ſhallow Cut, cal- 
led Bedford River, or Hundred-foot Drain, to Salters-lode, many Miles out of his 
ancient Channel, (ſee the Map of Bedford Level) was really and immediately 
prejudicial to Navigation, is but too eaſily proved. For e e 


—— Before the Sluice at the Hermitage was made, great and conſtant Commerce and 
ITT — ara Trading was held between Cambridge and St. Ives, Huntingdon, St. Neot, Bed- 
gation, ford, and Places adjacent; but immediately after erecting that Sluice, which 


turned the Waters of Ouſe down the Hundred- foot Drain, the River from Harri- 
mer to Erith, which is about eleven Miles, was laid dry, by which all Naviga- 
tion and Trade by Water between Cambridge and Huntingdon, &c. was and is 
intercepted and turned at leaſt thirty Miles about. 0 
In all the Rivers, Grant, Mildenhall, Brandon, and Stoke, the Waters were ſo 
ſcanted by reaſon the Tides were ſtopp'd by Denver Dam and Sluice near Saltera- 
Denver Sluice lode, and hindred from putting up into thoſe Rivers, (ſee the Plan of Denver 
—_— Sluice) and by reaſon the Bedford Waters were ſtopp'd out of their old Chan- 
ga” nel at Frith, that the Navigation was, and is much more difficult than former- 
ly, and more chargeable, and in many Places they could not fail at all (where 
formerly they could) for want of Water. 1 
2 the Petitions and Allegations particularly of Brandon and Thetford wit- 
neſs. | „ 


To 


„ 


To the Right Honourable the Lords and other the Commiſſioners for the 
. regulating of Matters touching the Draining of the Great Level of the 
| Bi SLING ay l ON cone 


The humble Petition of the Owners, Commoners, and Inhabitatits 
of the Town of Brandon, alias Brandon-Ferry in the County of 
Norfolk, wa ? a 


Humbly ſheweth, | | | 
« THAT, &c. (after Complaints about their Fens being taken from them) and Nevigation of 


your Petitioners alſo unto your Honours, by reaſon of ſome Stops ID w= 

made 1 the Adventurers 21 the Tides, which till of late 45 freely 12 Undertakirs 
« within few Miles of the ſaid Town ,, or by reaſon of ſome other Works of the Works. 
« Adventurers, the Navigation to the ſaid Town, which heretofore, till very late- 
« ly, hath been of great Benefit and Advantage to the ſaid Town of Brandon and 
Parte adjacent, and by which many Families in the ſaid Town have their only 
& Livelibood and Subſiſtance, is now become almoſt quite uſeleſs. 

May it therefore, &c. | 


* The 9th Article of the Allegations of the Inhabitants of the Town of Bran- 
* don ſaith, Their Method of Draining is a great Hindrance to us (being aWater- 
* Town, and many Families having their only Livelihood by the Water Trade) in 
« reſpe& of Navigation; for thoſe Keels which formerly came upto Brandon- Bridge 
laden with twenty Chaldrons of Coals, are now forced, to their great Trouble, 
Charge, Loſs of Time, and other Damages, to empty their Coals many Miles 
* off out of their Veſſels, and bring them up in Lighters. 

Therefore, &c. | 


To the ſame Effect are the following Afidavits : 
Erna Ruſſel of the Borough of Thetford, in the County of 


Borough of 5 7 * Norfolk and Suffolk, Gent. aged 77 Years, or thereabout, 
Thetford)“ © maketh Oath That he, this Deponent, hath lived with- 
in the Borough aforeſaid ever ſince he was born: And that it 


is about 60 Years ſince he uſed firſt to go down to Lyn, as a Waterman in his 
* Father's Boats; and that he himſelf hath uſed the Trade of a Waterman and 
Merchant for about 45 Years: And that he, this Deponent, does remember 
the Building of Desver Sluice ; and that hefore the ſaid Sluice was built, he, 
* this Deponent, did remember that the Tide did ſwell as far as Eb:lton-lode, 
being within eight Miles of the aforeſaid Borough of Thetford, by reaſon 
whereof the Waters did ſwell ſo much at the aforeſaid Borough, that he, this 
Deponent, hath had his Barges, as alſo known other Mens Barges with about 
ten Chaldron of Coals in them, come up to the Chriſtopher's Bridge ſo called, 
being a Bridge within the Borough aforeſaid. And this Deponent farther faith 
That by reaſon of the building of the ſaid Sluice at Denver, it hath ſo ſtopped 
the Tide, that our River is fo low with Water, that we cannot now come up 
to Town with above two or three Chaldron of Coals at the moſt, in a Lighter, 
when the Water is higheſt by reaſon of Floods ; and with much leſs when the 
Water is low by reaſon of Draught. And farther he faith not. 


* Francis Ruderham, of the aforeſaid Borough of Thetford, aged 66, and has 
lived there ever ſince he was born, made Affidavit to the ſame Effect ſay- 
ing, he remembred Barges come up to Chriſtophers-Bridge aforeſaid, loaden 
with 14 or 15 Chaldron of Coals, before Denver Sluice was erected; but ſince, 
except 1n great Floods, with not above two or three, 


JoN AH BRowNING, Mayor. 


P Such 


ct” 
- 
— 
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Such Complaints there were made againſt theſe Works, on account of theit 
pre judicing 1 immediately after they were erected. But notwith- 
ſtanding theſe and many more Petitions and Remonſtrances made to the Com- 

miſſioners aforeſaid, at their Sitting at Peterborough and Ely, as well from Fen- 
men as Watermen, and as well from the Inland Towns as the Navigable Towns; 
The Fent ad- yet however theſe Works being done, and done by Colour, ot Pretence at leaſt of 
4. an Act of Parliament, the ſaid Petitioners were not relieved by the Commiſſio- 
ners. And the ſaid Commiſſioners did at Ely, in March 1653. adjudge the Fens 
drained, tho' the Country objeQed that it was the Drineſs of the Seaſon, and 
not the Undertakers Works, that had drained the Fens, and fo deſired a reſpite 
of the Adjudication, but could not obtain it; the Undertakers pretending their 
Works had done it. But when at the ſame time the Prejudices to Navigation 
were urged, then it was the Drineſs of the Seaſon had occafion'd them, and not 
their Works; and ſo the Adventurers made Advantage of Providence, both in 
the good and bad Effects of that dry Seaſon: But certainly, if notwithſtanding 
the Drought, the Trial was then thought competent enough to adjudicate the 
Fens drained by them; by as much Reaſon, the Trial was as competent to have 
adjudged by whom the Prejudices complain'd of were done to Navigation; for 
in the greateſt Droughts within any Man's Remembrance, when the Fens were 
as dry as they were at the Adjudication, yet the hke Prejudices to Navigation 
were never known, as ſince the Undertakers Works. Bs 

Theſe Prejudices increaſing, and no Relief being to be obtain'd from the Com- 
miſſioners appointed by the Act 1649. for regulating Matters relating to the Fens, 
the Univerſity and Town of Cambridge exhibited the following Petition. 


To the Supreme Authority of the Nation, the Parliament of the Common- 
wealth of England. 


The humble Petition of both the Corporations of the Univerſity 
and Town of Cambridge, 


Sheweth, 


Navigation © f HAT whereas by an A& of Parliament of the 29th of May, 1649. (entitled, 
of wor mar ou An Act for the Draining the Great Level of the —__ it is enacted and 
EU * ordained, That William Earl of Bedford, and his Participants and Adventu- 
kers Works. © rere, his and their Heirs and Aſſigns ſhall, at or before the 20th of October, 
which ſhall be in the Tear of our Lord 1656. cauſe the ſame to be drained and 
imbanked without Prejudice to the Navigation in the Rivers of Welland, Nene, 
Grant, Ouſe, Brandon, Mildenhall, and Stoke, or the Parts adjacent; where- 
” 44 the Undertakers ſo appointed and declared, have divers times 1 aq your 
etitioners to have ſpecial Care, and aſſured them that their whole Undertaking 
was engaged for it. Tet (may it pleaſe your Honours) ſo it is, that by their 
Works, Sluices, Saſſes, and a new narrow Cut near Ely; and by their turning of 
* the River Ouſe out of its ancient Courſe, they have ſo abated the Water in the 
River of Grant running from Cambridge to . and ſtopped for above twen- 
* ty Miles the Tide, which before came up to Ely; and ſo impeded the Paſſage of 
* Veſſels in the ſaid River, that (beſide what farther Charge and Inconvenience ts 
* juſtly feared will hereafter Boggs the Price at preſent of the Freight or Carri- 
age of all Commodities brought up by that River, is raiſed to more than a third 
* Part above what it was ever formerly within the Memory of any Man living; to 
* the great Damage of the Univerſity and Town of Cambridge, and the Counties 
* adjoining : For the preventing and Remedy whereof, we have made our Addreſſes 
* by humble Petition to the Commiſſioners for the Draining of the Great Level of 
* the Fens, who notwithſtanding have 2 Judgment, that the Level is drained 
according to the Act of Parliament, altho' our Grievance is continued, and daily 
increaſeth. | 
* May it therefore pleaſe your Honours to take the Premiſſes into your ſerious Con- 
ſideration, and ſo to order that due Satisfaction may be made for our Damage hi- 
* therto, and that ſufficient Security for the future may be given for the Preſerva- 
tion and Maintenance of the ancient and neceſſary Navigation in the foreſaid Ri- 
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© her, which is of general Concerument, as in your great Wiſdom and Care for the 
public Good ſball ſeem juſt and equal. ch bag 2505 
ere brew And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, G . 


La. Seaman, Procan. 62 1 WiLLIaM PICKERIN, Mayor, 
Oc. A | CO | | 


Theſe Petitions, Allegations, and Affidavits undeniably prove the ill State of 
the Navigation in all the Rivers above the Sluice immediately after the erecting 
thereof: And at the Sluice it ſelf, there was either Delay or Danger, and often 
both. For the Watermen muſt either ſtay till about Level-Water, or elſe in 
paſling through, the Fall of the Waters being oftentimes ſteep and ſwift, three or 
four Veſſels were within a Year and half ſunk in that Sluice paſling through it. 
And the Sluice-doors were often ſtopped for five or fix Days together by the 
Current of Bedford River, or Hundred-foot Drain; and during that time there 
could be no Paſſage by Boat. 2 
Beneath the Sluice to Lenne-haven, and thence to Sea, the Navigation was ſo Navigation of 
much prejudiced, that the Corporation of Lenne, after much Application made 5 14 * 
and Money ſpent, finding that they ſhould not be relieved by the Commiſſioners, dea: 
addreſs'd the Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England, and receiv'd Works. 
from his Highneſs this Anſwer. 


Gentlemen, 6 

I Receiv'd yours, and cannot but let you know the good Reſentments I have of your 
ReſpeAs; aſſuring you that I ſhall be always ready to manifeſt a tender Love and 

Care of you, and your Welfare, and in particular of that Concernment of yours re- 

lating to Navigation. Commending you to the Grace of God, I remain 


Your Loving Friend, 
Whitehall, Jan. 30. 1653. | | | 
| OLIVER Protector. 


But I ſuppoſe nothing was done; for Aug. 29. 1654. it was ordered at a Con- 1654. 
gregation then held in the Guildhall Lenn Regis That Mr. Recorder be deſir'd 
to draw up a Petition to the next Parliament for Redreſs of the Prejudices done to 
their Navigation by the Fen-Drainers. And October 16. the Petition was read in Lyn petitions 
the Hall, and ordered to be handed and made ready to be ſent up to the Parlia- „li. 
ment, which was accordingly done. Ne 

The ſaid Petition ſets forth, That the Port of Lyn is an ancient, uſeful Port, 
and had belonging to it about fourſcore Sail of Ships and Barks employ'd for the 
Trade of Salt, Coal, Fiſh, and other Neceſſaries; with which Commodities ten 
ſeveral Counties are ſupplied, more or leſs, from that Port, by the Benefit of ſe- 
veral navigable Rivers that had their Outfall at Lyn. 

That the Navigation up into all the ſaid Rivers has been always free, open, 
eaſy, and with {mall Expence to the Countries. | 

That the Road or Channel to Seaward hath had competent Breadth and Depth 
without Danger. 

This was the State of the Navigation——But of late the Undertakers for 
Draining, &*c. have erected a Saſs or Sluice near Salters-lode upon the great Ri- 
ver Onſe, beneath the Mouth of moſt of the navigable Rivers that fell into it; 
whereby the Paflage of the Tides into all the ſaid Rivers, which were wont to 
be filled twice in every four and twenty Hours, is wholly kept out for at leaſt 26 
Miles ſhort of their uſual Flow, which occaſion very great Prejudice to Navi- 
gation ; which Prejudice has ſo much increaſed ſince the Petitioners Addreſs to 
the Commiſſioners ſitting at Ely in March 1650. that in all Probability the Saſs 
or Sluice will in a ſhort time be the total Deſtruction of their Navigation. 

The Words of the Act for Draining are, that William Earl of Bedford, &c. 
ſball cauſe the ſame to be drained and imbanked without Prejudice to Navigation in 
the ſaid Rivers (that is to ſay, of Ouſe, Grant, Mildenhall, Brandon, Stoke, and 
Nene, of which Complaint is now made) or Parts adjacent. 

This is their Power, and the Reſtriction and Qualification of it. 


And 
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[36 ] | 
And if che Undertabers can with any Confidence inſorm che World; as they 
do, that they have drained the Fens (which is the Work they undertook) tlie 
Petitioriers crave Leave to aflure them, with as much Confidence, and more 
Truth, that it is not done without Prejudice to Navigation. 
And that is but modeſthy id; for in ſome Places it is not wichout a total and 
irrecoverable Loſs of itz in many Places not without great Difficulties. and Dan- 
gers, and in all Places not without new and exceſſive Charges, and other Dilcou- 
ragements. 75 7 In 70 - eter fo Tere bf ns 1 25 TAs | | 3 iT x 
It is very obſervable; as a moſt demonſtrative Argument of the Prejudice al- 
ready done to Navigation, that the Port of Lyn hath heretofore had above four- 
ſcore Sail of Ships and Barks, from 200 Tun downwards, belonging to it; that 
theſe Ships did maintain at leaſt 1500 Seamen and Watermen, thar did con- 
ſtantly attend upon that Navigation; and that there was a conſtant Built of 
Ships in that Town ſufficient to make good that Stock: Heretofore they have 
been able to make fifteen Voyages at leaſt in a Year to Newcaſtle for Salt and 
Coals, and ſometimes eighteen ; which was no more than ſufficient to ſupply the 
Countries; and they were'conftantly taken off their Hands. 
It is proved, that the Navigation up the Rivers is now fo bad, and the Water-Car- 
riage ſo tedious, that if the Ships belonging to the Port ſnould make as many Voy- 
ages as heretofore, all the Veſſels that belong to the Rivers cannot now carry up 
above eight of thoſe Voyages in a Year ; fo that the Price of Freight and 
modities is now at Cambridge raiſed near upon one half Part: All which muſt ne- 
3 occaſion Navigation it ſelf to go juſt half in half leſs than what it did 
ebe, 5 N ee 9650 . kg) VG | 

Theſe are ſome of the Petitioners Proofs of Prejudice, and the Undertakers 
for Draining are the Authors of theſe Prejudices, principally and moſt tally by 
their Dam and Sluice made near Szlters-lode, which ſtops the Freſh (that is left) 
from falling down when they liſt; and alſo hinders the Tides and Floods from 
Sea from running up into the old natural Receptacles, and returning back as they 
uſed to do: For want whereof, the River, Haven, and Channel 1s choaked up 
with Sea Sand, 

To demonſtrate this to be the Cauſe, it muſt be laid down as a Principle, 
which the Undertakers themſelves will not deny, That no Inland Harbour what- 
ſoever can poſſibly be preſerved without a ent Back- Water to ſcour it out, 
and keep it open. 

The Freſh Waters alone are not of themſelves ſufficient for that Purpoſe ; for 
when they come to Lyn-haven, and below, where the Channel was wont to bear 
half a Mile Breadth, they are loſt in ſo large a Room, and have but little Power 
or Strength to do Service, as Sir Cornelius Vermuyden in his Diſcourſe in Print 
well obſerves. 

The Freſh Water then not being ſufficient, it is plain that the large Indraughts 
of the Tides and Floods from Sea, and the Waters that were carried up with 
them into the ſaid ſeveral Rivers, (as into ſo many convenient Receptacles or- 
dained by Nature for that Purpoſe) which filled the ſaid Rivers up in the Coun- 
tries twice in every 24 Hours, and returned as often with long and forcible Ebbs. 
were the principal and effectual Means of preſerving the Rivers, Haven, and 
Channel open, fit for Navigation: And it was effected by a natural Cauſe. 
For by that time the Flood from Sea was run up into the Country as high as 1t 
uſed to flow, the Ebb was more than half ſpent at Lyn-haven, and reduced into 
the Compaſs of the Channel; fo that the Flux of the Tide, which came in in 
three or four Miles room in ſome Places, moſt of it returning again in the nar- 
row Compaſs of the Channel, muſt needs be ſuppos'd in every Man's Reaſon to 
fall back with ſuch exceeding Weight, Power, and Efficacy, as to be highly capa- 
ble of ſcouring out any Obſtructions that might lye in the way. 

But now the Dam being made near Salters-lode, which is but ſixteen Miles 
from Lyn-haven, the Tides are thereby cut ſhort of their ancient Receptacles of 
four or five Rivers at leaſt, 26 Miles in ſome of them, which is more than half 
the Way that the Tides did formerly flow up into the Countries; and they find- 
ing a Reſiſtance there, they make a Stand until the Flood be almoſt half run; by 
which means the Silt and Sand which the Tides bring up 1n great abundance, 
have time given them to fall and ſettle, which they do as the Undertakers them- 
ſelves have demonſtrated They ſay, That the violent Motion of the Flood 
* ceaſing, the Soil or Silt being weighty, immediately ſettles”. But * (the 
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Ures ware built) being kept always in violent Motion, either flowing br re- 
owing with 1 were carried out as fiſt as the Were diode in, 
and never ſuffered to ſettle. Therefore the ſtopping of the og by the, Dam 
d Sluice n&ir Stltebr-lode, whereby they wete Hindred from flowing into the 
ivers;. hd making there a ſufficient Stock of Batt- Mater to grind out the Out- 
Hall as formerly, is the chief Cauſe of all our Prejudites and Inconveniencies. 
And: this 13 falriidr moſt plainly $008 in that the Records and Experience of 
all formet Ages witneſſes the Width, Depth, and Goodneſs of the River, Ha- 
ven, and Qhannel; to the very time of choſe Slujees being etedted ; which faid 
River; Hitverl; and Chanel, from the ſaid Sluices to Sea, are, in about otic 
Year's time ſinte ttidir building, fo filted up, that in the River they cannot dif. 
patth above one Voyage note, in the time before they tight have made three. 
© In this Haven where they had before eight or ten Feet at Low- water, it is now 
In the Channel and Road beneath the Haven, where it was near half a Mile 
broad, and of a Depth convenient, now a Ship can ſcarce turn up. 


They pray a Prevention of theſe Ineonvemieneies, by timely 1 the 
Cauſes and Obſtroctions (Which — conceive to be principally the new 
Sluide) and by reſtoring the ancient Receptacles, and Freedom of the Ri- 
vers. has 


The Adventurers, by way of Defence, to juſtify themſelves againſt the Peti- 
tioners Complaints before the Parliament, made the following Obje@tons, to 
which the following Anſwers were given. N * 


Object 1. That ne of the 'ald Gittle Rivers, they hug given anorben now The Alte, 


River, called Bedford River, whith is 4s large ani open, and d Receptacle at lea 
equitialent,, if nut better than +hat they have takin ay: That the Tides d 
as bigh intd the Country as formerly, with this Atothtage, that they flow an 
turn now in a ſtrait Channel thſtead bf a erb ed. 190 

Anſwer, The Bottom of this new River lies much 1 than the Bottom of 
the old Channel The Flood or 1 de is half ſpent before it thathes the ot- 
tom of it, and the Undertakers muſt needs equivocate” When they ſay, the Tides 
40 flow as bigh imo the Contties as formevly: For it is proved, that the Tides 
put. up before Denve# Sluices were Built, 26 Miles at leaſt above thoſe Sluices; 
and this new River is not above 21 Miles Iong in all, and of that the Tide puts 
up not above 12 Miles at Spring-Tides, and at ordinary Tides not above three 
Miles, by reaſon' of the aſcending Situation of the River; therefore is by no 
means à Receptacle equivalent to the old Rivers Fhe meaneſt Watermen 
know that à crooked Channel keeps up the Water, and is very helpful and ad- 
vantageous to Navigation; whereas in a right Channel, Spec upon a riſing 
Grovind as this is, the Waters flip away much faſter, and leave the Bottom of it 
zlmoft dry, | : . - | 


„ * 


Object. 2. It was the Drineſi of the Seaſon, and not the Undertakers Works, 
that had prejudiced 1 of Lond for if the Springs are dry, the Stream muſt needs 
of Lon 


Fail. hat the City on do not petition, in regard the Navigation of the 

Thames was never ſo had. yt K T 
Anf In the greateſt Drougtts within any Man's Remembrance, when the 
Fens were near as dry as they were at the Adjudication , yet the like Prejudices 
to Navigation were never known, as fince the Undertakers Works. Dry Sea- 
fons may poflibly prejudice Navigation, where it depends merely upon Land- 
Springs or Waters; but where the Stock of Water that ſhould preſerve Naviga- 
tion comes from the Sea, the Drineſs of the Seaſon can do little hurt, if the Sea- 
Floods-may be permitted to have their Flow; for it is moſt apparent, that in 
the drieſt Years the Sea-Floods keep their uſual Marks, and flow as high, and 
ſome time higher than at other times: Witneſs ſame Tides this laſt Year, which 
were as great as have been known in any Man's Remembrance. —If the Under- 
takers ſhoutd make a Dam over the Thames at London-Bridge, or Greenwich, ſo as 
the Tide ſhould be permitted to paſs up 2 higher, the Petitioners would then 
| 2 think 
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if they. ſhould not complain in Behalf! of their Navigation. 
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Witneſſes upon Oath, 4nd, after their own View upon tbe Place, bave kdjudged N 
1 5 13 or. ne 


 Fens drained according to 


Works had not prejudiced Navigation at Lyn. 


11 


68 ] 


think the Undertakers would have Cauſe to commend tlie Modeſty of rhe City, 


Object. 3. The Commiſſioners hearing all Objefions,. and aſter Examination 7 
the AG. ts 35 | "Ilya WE 
Anſw. Before the Commiſſioners at Ely, the Country objected, That it was 


the Drineſs of the Seafon, and not the Undertakers Works, that had drained the 
Fens, and ſo deſired a Reſpite, of the Adjudication 5 but could not obtain it, the 


Undertakers pretending their Works had done it: But when at the ſame time 
the Prejudices to Navigation were urged, then it was the Drineſs of the Seaſon 


had occafion'd them, and not their Works: And fo they made Advantage of Pro- 
vidence both in the good and bad Effects of that dry Seaſon. The Commiſ- 


* 


ſioners did not, nor could by their View at Eh, judge that the Undertakers 
Object. 4. It was proved upon the Adjudication, that full as much, if not more, 


Freſb Water did run out at Lyn-haven as formerly. 


| yy The Waters of Nene, which are proved to be a conſiderable Part of 
the freſh Waters that fall down that way, were wholly taken from Lyn-baven, 


and turned to Wisbech, which is another Outfall; and yet when fo great a Part 


is taken away, the Remainder is full as much, if not more than the whole, by 
their Arithmetick...: 5-44; N 5 n % vim yd eh art!” 


Object. 5. The raiſing the Price of Water-Carriage was a Contrivince of W, 
men, and ſome of Ability offered to carry as cheap as ever. 

Anſw. It is depoſed; That it is no Contrivance; the Price is raiſed upon 
juſt Grounds, in reſpect they cannot now make half ſo many Voyages as former- 
ly, and them not without double the Labour, Charge, and Waſte of their Stock, 
as before: And Servants have now almoſt double Wages, in regard of double 


. 
. + 4 


the Time and Labour they are put to in haling, G. 


The Petition 
of Lyn reje#- 
ed. 


per 


— 


Object. 6. In former Times there never war any conſtant Summer Navigation ro 


Cambridge : This laſt Summer there was. 


Anſw. But that the Undertakers take a Privilege rely what they pleaſe, the | 
would never have objected this: The Navigation this laſt Summer was — 
leſs conſtant than in former Years, and had more frequent Interruptions. 


Ob jed. 7. In 2 172 the Petitions 0 Lyn and Cambridge tend to the overthrow- 
ing the whole Work of Draining, and call in queſtion Matters of Fact adjudged by 
the Commiſſioners upon their Vie; therefore the Petitioners are not to be relieved 


even in Parliament. | 


 .Anſw, It was not underſtood before this time, that Navigation and the Work 
of Draining were inconſiſtent: It ſeems by this they are, and that the pre- 
ſerving the one is the overthrowing of the other; if there be no Medium to 
reconcile them, the Clauſe in the Act was made in vain: And if it be ſo that 
both cannot ſtand together, the Petitioners: ſhall propound, that the Advantages 
to the Commonwealth by Navigation, and the Improvements by the Fens, may 
be put into the Scales, and that which is found lighteſt, let that be diſcountenan- 
ced according to Juſtice. | But certainly there is no ſuch Matter, they may be 
AY reconciled, if the Undertakers will, as the Act directs them, drain and 

ect their Work by imbanking the old natural Channels, and not turn Nature 
out of her Courſe, nor ſtop her in it. The Petitioners are indeed to blame, 
not to learn from the Undertakers, that the Parhament's Power 1s leſs now 
than heretofore, and that they are in this Matter eſpecially to receive Laws 
from the Undertakers, who are relievable by them, and who not. — 80 far 
Ob jections and Anſwers. | 


The Undertakers were ſuch very great Men, and ſo very powerful, that the 
Petition of Lyn was but cooly receiv'd. I do not find in the Journal of that 
Houſe of Commons, that the Corporation of Lyn obtain'd Leave to bring in a 
Bill for the bettering their Navigation; which Defeat I conceive to have been 
fs SY 208. (YG entirely 


[59 ] 
entirely owing to the Greattieſs and Intereſt of the Undertakers, becauſe ſeveral 
Things were about this time done for the Encouragement of Navigation; and 
becauſe the Lord Protector did, in a Letter ſign d by himſelf to the Corporation 
of Lyn the Year before, aſſure them, that he ſbould always be ready to — 
particular Cate of that Concernment of theirs relating to the Navigation Let in 
this neceſſary Caſe — i Rems to 24 bir oath d de 
And — — obſerving this prevalent Intereſt of the Undertakers, they 
were diſoouraged from attempting any farther Relief in Parliament, during the 
Lord Protector s Government. 127 1015 # 
When King Charles II. was reſtor d to the Crown, the Acts of the late Lord 
Protector became invalid: Conſequently that of 1649. under Colour of which 
the Works complained of were made, was no longer in Force. So that the Under- 
takers for Draining ſtood upon the Foot of the Law made by the Commiſſioners 
of Sewers, A. 6. Car. 1. and became ſubje& to the general Commiſſion of Sew- 
ers. Which perplexing the ſaid Undertakers, they procured an Act of Parliament 
the 15th of Car. 2. entitled, An Adi for ſettling the Draining of the great Level A. D 
of the Fent, called Bedford Level; by which they were incorporated by the p 6 5 
Name of the Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the Company of Con- 4, 48 75 
« ſervators of the Great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Level, to have per- ſettling the 
q petual Succeſſion for ever. And it is therein enacted, . 
That the Governor, ſix Bailiffs, and twenty Conſervators, or any five or 
4 more, ſtiould be Commiſſioners of Sewers within the ſaid Level, and the 
Works without the ſaid Level, for conveying the Waters of the ſaid Level to 
* Sea. ANA er ref 
That no other Commiſſioners of Sewers ſhall intermeddle, &c. ol 
V pon paſſing this Act, the Town of Lyn did, by their Repreſentatives, oppoſe 
the continuing of the Dam and Sluices made croſs the River Ouſe at Denver and 
at Erith, and they procured theſe following Clauſes to be inſerted in the {aid Act. 
In caſe, through, or by reaſon of their Undertaking for Draining aforeſaid, 
in the 6th Year of Car; 1. 1620. the Adventurers have done, or ſhall do any 
% Act or Ads to the Prejudice of Navigation, or whereby Navigation in the 
Rivers Ouſe and Grant, or other navigable Rivers paſſing through that Level, 
< be, or ſhall be interrupted, obſtructed, or made worſe ; that then the Com- 
miſſioners therein named, or any ſeven. or more of them, whereof the Vice- 
chancellor, the Mayors of Cambridge and Lyn for the time being (if preſent) 
* to be three, ſhall and may decree the ſame to be made good and amended, 
Hat the proper Coſts and Charges of the ſaid Corporation, as to their Judgment 
* ſhall ſeem meet. ern Cotte 
And if that Corporation ſhall negle&, or refuſe to repair and make good the 
fame, according to, and within the time to be limited by ſuch Decree, that 
then the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any ſeven of them, by Warrant under their 
Hands and Seals atteſted, to tax the ſaid 95,000 Acres in ſuch Sum and Sums 
* of Money, as to their Judgment ſhall ſeem meet, for the making, preſerving, 
and keeping the Navigation in any of the ſaid Rivers, as the ſame were in the 
'< 6th of Car. 1. 1620. by the then Law of Sewers, with Power to levy ſuch 
* Taxes and Aſſeſsments by Diſtreſs and Sale, G. | 
And whereas the Draining aforeſaid, and future Maintenance of the ſaid Great 
Level, ought to be without Prejudice to Navigation; and becauſe all Com- 
* plaints which have been made, and all Prejudices which have been, or ſhall 
* — done to particular Perſons, Pariſhes, and Places, cannot by this Act be ſuf- 
* ficiently provided for and remedied, A ns ord 
Certain Commiſſioners are therein named and sppointes, (vi. ) Seven for 
* each of the ſix Counties extending into the Eens, for regulating Grievances. 
And for ſupplying the Number of thoſe Commiſſioners, in caſe of Death 
or Incapacity, it is enacted, That within three Months after ſuch Death or 
Incapacity, the remaining Commiſſioners of each County of which ſuch were 
* or the major Part of them, ſhould from time nominate and appoint by Deed 
©, to be enrolled in Chancery, other fit Perſons reſiding in the ſame County in 
© ſtead, &c. which Commiſſioners, or. any ſeven or more of them, ſhould hear 
and determine Complaints, Grlevances, Ge. See an Abſtraf of this Act in 
the Appendix. Door A he 


The 
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A. D. The ton of Lyn ine Commiſfoners, Aung reg, 
1669. 1876, 1677, of the Pre jddiees dene t6 their Navigation by the dad Corportt 
Lyn addreſs tion bf Feh-Draitiers; and repreſeiited their iner Ro of total Bod of 
the cn it; But 8 odtaig no Relief, while the Comtmiffohers wat were named in 
lig, the Act lived: And as they died, for want of "Nominations in Succeſſion; 28 
1j. C2. mention'd in the foreſaid Act of Parliament, this Judicature became extitict, 
and the Remedies preſcribed by the faid AR corfequently deter mind. 
Therevipori the Corporation 6f En had oc of Reeourſe to Parlia- 

ent once more for Redreſs: And becauſe their Complaints might not be th 
FA reſt dpon a bare conſtructiyve or imaginaty Prejudice, they" dtaw'd up a 
Scheme; which demonſtrated their Piejudice to be real, by ſhewing the Dopefl 
of Water there was in the River, Haven and Channel before the teig 6f 
Dewver Stuices; and the Depth of Water in the River, Haven, and Chathet juft 


. 
0 - 


aftef thoſe Sluices were built, and the Hundred-fodt Drain was Hude; and 
Waters of Onſe rurited down that Draiti, As for Kxamples 177 


N | , et ac 
Deyth f Ouſe, In 1645, the River at Lenne wit in Breadth aboit'# Furim and the $h; 
e, Ale A that Tear, and ſeveral Tburs after, ride at Author ut the Sbutk En of 
2 Town, and on the Weſt Side of the River in two Eutbom at Low- water, baving 
then r ſtrong Tides, that they were often forced to moor with a Stream Cuble, 
which is one „ . Atta e ee 
One Mile below the Town, on the Eat Side the River, was à Road called the 
Cuteb, where Ships for ſeveral Years had their Safety, when Oceaſion ſerved to 


* 
7 
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ſtop their Tide, having at Low-water 12 Feet Depth. D 
In the Channel of Lenne, amongft the Sands; of which there are to Seaward 
great Numbers, and many of them in ordinary Fides —— there 
were two good Channels, one called the Eaſt, the other Weft Charmel; in hien 
the biggeſt Ships, drawing 13 or 14 Foot Water, ſailed up and down, as well an the 
erp, as on the Spring-Tides, geln! O09 a 
t the lower End of theſe Channels, over- againſt Hitc ham, wete two good Ronds, 
the one called Fielne, which the Weſt Channel runs into; the other Ferrier i the 
Eaſt, in Which Roads was 3 Fathom Water #t Loio-water in the Year 16435, 
which was before the erecting Denver Sluices. reit ed 0 ad. 
Shallowneſs About the Year 1660, ( which was after the Sluices were erected) the Road 
ſinceluicd. on the Weft Side of the River grew ſo ſoallots, that no Ships could ride,==Fhe 
Channel by the Town much ſballower. — That between | Colmon-ftairh and 
St. Ann's dried up, — The Road at the Crmtch had but ꝙ Foot Pater. The 
Meſt Channel and the Road of Feilne much worſe than formerl7. an!?“ 
In the Year 1670, moſt of the Ships, where they formerly had ꝙ of 16 Foot 
Water at Low-water, lay a ground before the Town, ——TFhe Weſt Channel was 
much worſe than in the Year 1666. NAD) Dif tt not 
In the Year 1675 and 1676, the Weſt Channel was grown 11. and Feilne Road 
loft, fo that the Ships had no other Road but Ferrier, which was then much ſbal- 
lower than in former Tears, OVEN LAT 2007 R109 be 
From the Year 1675, to this preſent Year 1696; from the Sun End of 
Lenne to Ferrier Road, the River and Channel hath; from Year to Year, gradu- 
ally grown worſe and worſe, The Road at the & uteb having now but three Foot 
Water at Low-water, and on the Neip-Tides a Ship of nine Foot Draught can- 
not ſail from Town, nor indeed ups # Spring- Dde, if the Wind be contrary. = 
A Ship of 12 Feet Draught cannot come from Ferie Road, but muſt lie b 
the way for want of Water; where the Sands are fo bad; that no Ship is able to 
bear her Burden, but breaks in pieces; as by Experience of many Ships in Town 
that have come to great Damages, from 100 J. to 400 l. per Ship, and ſome ren- 
der*d incapable of going any more to Sea. eee . e 
And all the Houſes between Commonſtaith and St. Ann's are become little worth 
for want of Water, there being now a great Sand, where formerly there was 10 
Foot Water, at Eo-water-Mark, 158% TO :- 
Denver Slui- The Occaſion of this River, Channel and Road growing up, as plainly ap- 
ces the Cauſe pears, is the Sluices that are built at 15 or 16 Miles above Lenne, which doth 
1. not only ſtop the Outlet of the River that extends 40 Miles above the Slviees, 
ven, and but ſtops the free Paſſage of the Tide of Flood, which comes out of the Seat 
Channel, For it is obſervable by us, whoſe Hands are hereunto ſubſcribed, to which if 


2 requeſt- 


61 
requeſted we are ready to give our Oatlis; That in the Vears aforeſaid, before 
the Sluices were built, there did not only run ſuch a ftrong Ebb. Tide, that we 
could ſcarcely hold the 1 faſt; but alſo 4 Flood- Tide as ſtrong and vehement as 
the Ebb - WhichTide of Flood then run full frve Hours and a half. : 
Since the building of the Sluices the Tides have greatly abated. The Low- 
water Channel, Lear after Year, grown higher and higher, arid is now between 
Lenne and Ferrier Road grown to that prodigious Height, that the Tide of Flood 


meeting all the way extraordinary riſing Grounds or Sands, it abates one half of 


its Force, and time of running. For a Spririg-Tide now runs but three Hours; 
ſo that it evidently appears, that on the Top of a Spring a Ship of 12 Feet 
Draught dare not come out of Ferrier Road but with a fair Wind. In which 


if the Sluices ſtand ſeven Years longer, Ferrier Road will be grown quite up, 
and then there will be no Road for 4 Ship to ride in that is bound for Lenne *. 
- If it be objected, that the River at the Entrance is grown wider than in for- 
mer Years, we know that it is ſo; that is to ſay, between Marſh and Marſh, 
which is occaſioned by the Violence of the Sea, and cannot be avoided ; but 
then we know the Channel to be twice as narrow as 1n former Years, both before 
the Town and in the Crutch, Tho' the Sea hath beaten away ſome of the Marſh, 
it hath not made the River any wider: For the Tide for ſome hundred of Yards 
runs not near the Marſh upon the Weſt Point, but in the Low-water Channel, 
which is now trvice as narrow 4s in former Tears. 32% 7 CREE 
The Truth of what is here laid open, is corroborated by innumerable Wit- 
neſſes ; ſome few of which I ſhall here enumerate, vis. 


Edward Elſden, aged 72, hath known the Haven and Channel 50 Years and 


upwards, having been a Ship-maſter here for great Part of that time. 

© "Thomas Autingham, aged 73, hath known this Haven and Channel 50 Yea 

- Edward Maſon, aged 72, hath known this Haven and Channel 50 Years. 

- Fobn Fuller, aged 57, hath known this Haven and Channel 43 Years. 

| William Fuller, aged 52, hath known this Haven and Channel 37 Years. 
Edmond Quaſb, aged 46, hath known this Haven and Chaniiel 30 Years. 
And they fay——That before the Sluices were erected and made croſs the 
River Ouſe near Salters-lode——the Channel to Sea was ſo deep and open, that 
there was two Fathom Water at the ſame Places and Time of the Tide, where 


there is now not above two Foot Water; and ſo in Proportion for many Miles 
together. 


That the Tide, before the ſaid Sluices were erected, uſually flow'd above foe 


Hours, where it now floweth not above three Hours. | 
That the Decay and ſilting up of the Haven and Channel hath apparently 
been occaſioned by the ſaid Sluices, they having ever ſince the erecting the Sluices 
yearly dechned, and viſibly grown worſe and worſe, for want of the Flood go- 
1ng up, as formerly 1t uſed to do, beyond the Sluices. 
That the Haven and Channel are now ſo ſilted up, and daily grow worſe by 
reaſon of the ſaid Sluices, that there is the greateſt Danger and Likelihood of 


the entire Loſs of the Navigation, unleſs ſome ſpeedy Remedy be found for its 
Preſervation and Amendment. | ; 1 


John Attleſon, aged 80 Years, or thereabout, for 60 Years and upwards, hath 


known the River of Ouſe, and all the Rivers falling into the ſame, viz. the old 
River, which anciently fell from Bedford and St. Tves into the Ouſe by Harrimer; 
alſo Cambridge River, Mildenhall, Brandon, and Stoke Rivers, all of them falling 
into the ſaid River Ouſe. And he faith | 

That before the erecting the Sluices near Salters-lode, all the Rivers were free 
and open, and received ſuch Quantities of Water by the Flood from Sea, that large 


Barges and Veſſels, with from 26 to 30 Chaldron of Coals, did conſtantly paſs 
with great Eaſe up to Cambridge Town, | 


ms 


* 
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* 'This Fear was well grounded, and was the Eff * forvatic TINA 
Ferrier Road is long — up. | e Effect of Experi e, Obſervation, and judgment: For 


. Re 2 | That 


Road there is now but 11 Feet Water at Low-water-Mark; and to all appearance, 


oe. JT, — LY x e ob , - 
. 1 " 
St os 
P - 
Fl. A 


(6@] © 

That before erecting the ſaid Sluices, at Herrimer r | 
at leaſt five Foot deeper than now it it; and where large Boats and Barges uſually 
paſſed in the old e River, Graſs and Fodder is now mon and cut 
That ſince the ſaid Sluices were erected, all the Rivers ate ſo ſhallow and 
grown up, that where the ſaid great Barges did uſually paſs with from 26 to 30 
Chaldrons Freight, now flat-bottom'd FF Anas with 8 or 10 Chaldrons of Coals 
cannot paſs without great LINEAGE and Charge, and Delay for want of Water, 
That before the erecting the ſaid Sluices, the Water uſually waxed about 
nine Miles beyond Ely, which are now utterly ſtopped at the dulce. 
That there is great Difficulty of Paſſage at the Sluices, being eſten /lopped' for 
five or ſix Days together by the Current of Bedford River. a Nl, esel 

That Bedford Nver is ſhallow, and upon riſing Ground, and receives à vet. 
inconſiderable Quantity of Water, in reſpect of what did uſually flow up t 
faid other Rivers. ä "Wb | "x: «0 \ Ws | * 12 
That where in the River between Lenne · hauen and Salters-lode great Barges 
and Keels uſed to paſs at Low-water, ſuch Veſſels: cannot now paſs at a High- 
water, ſo as ſuch Barges and Keels have. been left off and 'difoſed for twenty 
Years paſt. And all this is alſo atteſted for.Fruth yy 
Richard Allen, aged 75, who hath known the faid Rivers for 60 Tears. 
"t Pk Crrle, aged 76 Years, who hath knoun the ſaid Rivers for 40 Years, 


William Walwyn, aged 63 Years, who hath known the ſaid Rivers for 50 Years; 
Thomas Chiles, aged 63 Years, who hath known the ſaid Rivers for 46 Years. 
Francis Lord, aged 66 Years, who hath known the ſaid Rivers for 46 Years. 

John Chiles, aged 64 Years, who hath known the ſand Rivers for 46 Tears. 
X Richard Thirkpenny, aged 53 Years, who hath known the ſaid River for 40 
ears. . - up * , Bonk x * RNs | 


The Rivers and Channels thus gradually r growing up, to the 
manifeſt Prejudice of Navigation in general in theſe Parts; and the Slui- 
ces erected at Denver and at Erith croſs the River of Great Onſe, being by Expe- 
rience found, and by Demonſtration. prov'd to:be. the Cauſe of Pre judice: Aud 
as the Rivers and Channels had, ever ſince thoſe. Sluices were built, yearly de- 
cayed, it was by natural Deduction with Reaſon believed and dreaded, that the 
Navigation of the Port of King's-Lyn would, in a few Years be totally loſt, un- 
leſs the ſaid Sluices were ſpeedily removed, and the NN NT Freedom 
and Courſe of the Rivers were reſtored. "It e eee 

Therefore the Mayor of Lyn writ the following Letter upon this Subject to: 
the Duke of Bedford, Governor of the Corporation of Adventurers: 


» 
* 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


4. D. THE preſent Condition of this Port and Harbour, and the old navigable' Rivers 
1695. falling into the ſame, have given-us Occaſion (under the ſaddeſt Apprebenſions- 
Mayor of Of a total and irretoverable Loſs of aur Navigation.) to confider the Cauſes, and 
Lyn his Let- to ſeek the ſpeedieſt Redreſs. And it appearing: by the: plaineſt and moſt undeniable” 
fer to the Go-: Proofs, and too long Experience, that our Miſchiefs bad their Riſe and Continuance 
vernor of Bed- 7 er 3 : 
ford Level. from the Dam and Sluice ſet by the Corporation of Adventurers at Salters-lode 
Mhereby the Tide hath been reſtruin d more than 24 Miles' of” its ancient Flow to- 
ward Cambridge, and proportionably in other Rivers; and the great River Ouſe 
from thence to this Port, and from hence to Su, is almoſt entirely ſilted up, and be- 
come impaſſible, for want of a ſufficient Indraught of Water to ſcour them of, 
and there being no Means to give us Relief, or reffore our Navigation, but by re- 
moving the ſaid Dam or Sluice : We are conſtrain d on behalf M our ſelves;- and the 
many Counties, Towns, and Places concern'd in Trade with us, to make: this our 
bumble þ Ap 1210 
Beſeeching your Grace, that by your favourable Influence on the Corporation of 
Adventurers, we may obtain ſuch timely Relief from them, as the approaching Dan- 
ger, the Fuſtneſs F our Cauſe, and the Obligations they lye under of preſerving our 
Nawigation require. And the rather, in regard the Methods. for our Relief” pre- 
ſcribed by the late Af for ſettling the draining the Fens are" betome' imprafticable 
and that if the Adventurers ſhall not agree to give us Relief, whereby we ſhall be 
forced to prefer our Petition to the ES and Commons, your Grace will 74% 2 
2 afford 


t 83 


april it thitk Chliteriahth\ and! Eitemagemehr, che Matters of Fat, and Reaſons 


therein alledg'd, ſhall appear to deſerve. | 1 
All 3 4 his e you? Grace will vouchſafe to take into your Conſidera- 
{++ + © "Pot this Corporation and my ſelf, 
A | | My Lon, 
5 Tre Your Gract's 
n 1 Mot Humble, 
6. Jane 16% /᷑)dù | | Moſt Obedient Servant, 


EDM. Hooke, Mayor, 


This Letter was delivered to the Governd# by thelate Sir Henry Hobart, Sir Fobn Anſwer to the 
Tirnef, Robert Walpole; Eſq; and the preſent Sir Charles Turner, who were introdu- Letter. 


ced to his Grace by Admiral Ruſſel, (Knight of the Shure for Cambridgeſbire) his 
Grace receiv'd them very kindly, and expreſled a great Reſentment of the Civi- 
ty they ſhow'd him. After which he cauſed the Letter to be read, and then 
ſaid, that he would willingly do them all the Kindneſs he could, but that it was 
not in his Power alone; but if the 7 to the Corporation of Adven- 
rurers at i ( which would: be that Day ſeven - night at the Temple) 
they ſhould confider of their Demands : 4nd if they could offer any thing to 
convince them that they were juſt and reaſonable, they would relieve them. 
Mr. Valpole requeſted that the Letter might be communicated to them in the 
mean time, that they might have their Anſwer. at their meeting, that Lyn 
might not loſe time, and the Opportunity of redreſſing themſelves by Parliament 
this Seſſions, if in caſe their Reſolutions ſhould; be contrary. 15 44 that his 
Grace ask'd my Lord Gorges ( who was the firſt Bailiff of their Corporation, 
and who was believ'd to bè preſent on p \rpole to receive them) Whether they 
could have an Anſwer then or not. My Lord Gorges, told them very. readily, 
and plainly, chat if their Demand was to have the Sluice removed (as he per- 
ceiv d by Lyz Letter) they might have their Anſwer from the Corporation 
of Adventurers at their Meeting, that it had coſt them 7000 Pounds; that the 
Iſſue would be for Lyn to prove, the Sluice was the Cauſe of their Misfor- 
tune, which he did not queſtion but could be; made appear otherwiſe, &c. 
The Corporation of Lyn receiving no ſatisfactory Anſwer from the Corporation of 
Adventurers, and ſeveral Meetings being had to no Effect; finding they could 
get no Relief from them, and being by Experience throughly convin- 
ced, that the Navigation of their Port 4 5 be utterly deſtroy d and loſt 
without Relief; they therefore moſt humbly petitioned the Parliament, and 
—_ | r ave to bring in a Bill for the better Preſervation of the Navigation of 
n. And | 2k 
7 | Mercurij 6. die Fanuarij 8. Gul. 3. 


Sir Charles Turner (according to Order Fine to the Houſe a Bill for 1696. 


the better Preſervation of the Port of Ling - Iiyn in the County of Norfolk;” and 
the ſame was received. ns 
The Bill was read the firſt time: | lief. 


And ſet forth, | 
That whereas the Port and Burgh of King's-Lyn, ſituate on the River of 
Great Onſe, by means thereof, and of the Rivers of Grant, Mildenhall, Bran- 
* don, and Stole, and other navigable Rivers falling into the ſame, hath main- 
tained a conſiderable foreign and inland Trade, and conveyed into miny Coun- 
ties all Sorts of Goods and Merchandizes, and, exported rats ty and 
other Commodities of their own Growth and Manufacture, to the great Ad- 
vancement of Trade, Increaſe of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms and Revenues, the 
building 'many Ships, and Breed of able Mariners. Mn 
* And whereas the Corporation of the Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonal 
of the Company of Conſervators of the great Level of the Fens, called Bed- 
** ford Level, by Colour of a pretended Act of Parliament made in the Year 
** 1649. and of one other Act of Parliament made in the 15th-Year of King 


* Charles 
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wr Charles the. IId, for ſettling the Draining. of che ſaid Level; have, 


other their Works, erected and made, or cauſed to be erécted and made a Dam 
and Sluice upon the ſaid River of Great Ouſe, at 1 called. Denver Dam 
jn the ſaid County of Oe, between the Sea and t 2 Place where the ſaid 
« Rivers of Grant, Mildenhall, Brandon and Stoke: fall into the faid River of 
Great Ouſe. Which Dam and Sluice are by Experience found to be to the 


* Prejudice of Navigation in the ſaid; Rivers, nat wy by long and frequent 


« Stops and Delays to Barges, Boats, and Veſſels in the Paſſage through the ſame; 
but by ſtreightening the faid River of Great Ouſe at the Place where the faid 
Dam and Sluice are made, and obſtructing and diverting the ancient Courſe 
Hof the Flow and Reflow of the Tides about 24 Miles in the-faid River t 
Great Ouſe, and in Proportion in the {aid other Rivers; whereby the great 
* Streams are divided and weaken'd, and all the ſaid navigable Rivers, and the 
«* Haven and Channel of the Port of the ſaid Burgh are choaked and grown up, 
* ſo as the Navigation of the ſaid Port and Rivers are in Danger of being en- 


« tirely — if not timely pre vente. 


Huntingdon 
Petition a- 


gainſt the Bill. 


* And whereas by Magna Charta, and many other Statutes of this Realm 
ſtill in Force, all Obſtructions and Impediments in and upon any navigable 
Rivers, Streams or Floods, whereby the Paſſage of Ships, Barges, Boats or 

Veſſels in the fame are or may be interrupted or binder d, are prohibited as 
Annoyances tending to the great Damage of the King and his 2 | 5 
And whereas the Draining of the {aid Level of the Fens, and Maintenance 
thereof, were by the ſaid Acts for Draining declared and intended to be with- 
out Prejudice to Navigation. And the ſaid Stops and Annoyances by the ſaid 
Dam and Sluice, for the Reaſons aforeſaid, are contrary to . harta and. 
the ſaid ſeveral Statutes, and againſt the Intent and true Meaning of the ſaid 
Act for Draining. But the Remedies and Proviſions directed by the ſaid Act 
* of the 15th Year of King Charles the IId againſt ſuch Obſtructions, or for re- 


moving the ſame, are in no wiſe ſufficient to anſwer thoſe Ends, or to 258 


or make Satisfaction for the Damage the whole Kingdom in general muſt ſuſtain 
Y by the Loſs of the Navigation of the ſaid Port and Rivers. 
he it therefore enacted, &*c. That the ſaid Corporation, &c. ſhall take up, 
* abate, and wholly remove, or cauſe, &c. the ſaid Sluice and Dam fo erected, 
and made upon the ſaid River of Great Ouſe as aforeſaid, with the Founda- 
tions and Materials thereof out of the ſaid River, on or before the Da 
* of which ſhall be in the Year of our Lord 169 And in caſe it ſha 
not be ſo removed as aforeſaid, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the May- 
or and Burgeſſes of the ſaid Burgh of King's-Lyn, their Agents, Officers, or 
Perſons by them to be employed, to take up, abate, and wholly to remove 
out of the ſaid River of Great Ouſe the ſaid Dam and Sluice, and to fell and 
convert to the Uſe of the ſaid Mayor and Burgeſſes, ſo many of the Materials 
thereof, as ſhall and may be ſufficient to defray the Charges, Oc. - 
And be it farther enacted, & c. That if any Perſon or Perſons, Body Po- 
litick or Corporate, ſhall at any time or times ficteatior ere@ or build, or cauſe 
or procure, & c. any Dam or Sluice upon the ſaid. great River, or any other 
the navigable Rivers aforeſaid, in any Place or Places where ſuch River or 
Rivers ſhall be navigable, ſuch Dam and Sluice ſhall be deemed a common 
Nuſance, and proceeded againſt accordingly. 

RESOLVED, | 
That the Bill be read a ſecond time upon this Day ſe'nnight. 


cc 
£c 


| Jovis 7. die Januarij. 
A Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, Burgeſſes, and other Inhabitants 7 the 
— 2, Huntingdon in the County of Huntingdon, was preſented to the Houſe, 
etting forth, | 
4 That the Corporation of King's-Lyn have lately demanded the Corporation of the 
Fens to take away the navigable Saft at the Hermitage near Erith, and the Sluice 
at Denver Dam, which will deprive the Petitioners f the Benefit of New Bedford 
River, being 20 Miles in Length, made at the great Charge of the Corporation of 
the Fens, whereby the ſaid Town and Country have a certain and advantageous Na- 
vigation; and praying, that the ſaid navigable Saſs, Sluices, and River may be 
continued for the Service of the Country. 
4 | Ordered, 


| U 5 J 4 amial i 
Ordered, ; : — = 2400 


. That the faid Petition do lye upon the Table, until che Bill for the better Pre- 
ſervation of the Navigation of the Port of Lyn in the County of 'No#folk be read 
2 ſecond time. | S113 DITIONS 8 4 E 


A Petition of the Land Otomners and Inhabitants f the Hundreds of Marſbland, Marſviand 
with the Towns of. Wiggenhall and Villages adjacent, in the County f Norfolk, m=y 
was pre ſented tothe Houſe and read, ſetting forth," vd ES 

That the Petitioners'\are Owners f near 40,000. Acres of profitable Lands there, 
which are ſubje& on the one Side to Inundations om the Sea, and on the other 
Side to the Flouds f freſb Waters, which have been preſerved by Banks'and Drains 
made at great Expence to keep out the Sea, and carry the freſh Maters g by the 
River Ouſe to S. \ Urn} nden ee 

That fince the Corporation of the Fens, called Bedford Level, bade erelled à 
Dam and Sluice croſs the River Ouſe near Denver Dam, the ſaid River is become 
filted up, ſo that thereby the Petitioners.Drains and Ourfalls are become nſeleſs, and 
many thouſand Acres of their Land and the common Paſtures" hy wholly drowned, 
the common Roads are unpaſſable;, and in caſe of any 1 72 Inundation, the great- 
eſt Part of the ſaid County is in . of being loſt.” That the ſaid Corporation 
have alſo by Sluices and Tunnels placed in. the Poedike Bank (the Petitioners only 
Defence againſt foreign Waters ) cauſed the Waters of the ſaid Level to annoy the 
Petitioners for divers Tears paſt. That theſe Miſchiefs' are occaſion'd by the ſaid 
Dam and Slice, which flop the Flow and Reflow of the Tide 24 Miles, which uſed 
to ſcour the ſaid River and Channels to Sea, and are now choaked up, and cannot 
be remedied, but by removing the ſaid Dam and Sluice; and praying, that the ſaid 
Dam and Sluice may be removed by ſuch. Means, as may left, preſerve" the Country, 
and the Petitioners Lands. bay MAM Hbwit blend 
Ordered, | UVF condi; glow ud | 

That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 
Preſervation of the Navigation of the Port of Lyn in the County of Norfolk be 
read a ſecond time. t alk L wanl 4 SDS 


- 
: 


4 


AY OS) _ 
F : — - nern I» UN S are \ 
"Ak Lunz 11. die Januarijy 7 0 0D 
A Petition of the Dean and Prebendary of the Cathedral Church" of Ely was catedral of 
preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, That the Corporation of Lyn Regis Ely petition 
have lately demanded the Corporation of the Fens to take away their Sluice at Her- 7 * 0 
mitage near Erith, and their Sluice at Denver Dam in the County of Norfolk, up- : 
on a Pretence that they occaſion the ſulting up f Lyn Harbour; but the Petitioners 
are perſuaded, they are the ſole Preſervation of a vaſt Quantity of Lands belong- 
ing to Ely, and divers other adjacent Towns ;, and praying, that a'bave Suggeſtion 
of the Corporation of Lyn may not obtain that Credit, \as to take away thoſe Slui- 
ces, which will much prejudice the Petitioners, and will be no Advantage to Lyn 
Harbour, as the Petitioners conceive will be made appear to the Houſe. 
Ordered, -_ | ob in I Piaf: . 
That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better Pre- 


ſervation of the Navigation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Norfolk 
be read a ſecond time. 


A Petition of the Inhabitants of the ſeveral Towns of Stoke, Brandon, Milden- Stoke, Bran- 
hall, and many adjacent Towns in the County of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridge, nal —_ 
was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting förtbL, or fer tbe Bill. 
That by means of the navigable Rivers of Ouſe, Brandon, Mildenhall, and 
Stoke, the Petitioners have been conſtantly ſupplied with'\Coals, Fiſh, Salt, and other 
Merchandiſe, from Lyn Regis by Water in Veſſels'of great Burden ; but ſince the 
Corporation of the Fens have made a Dam and Sluice, croſs the River Ouſe at Den- 
ver below the Months of the other Rivers to Seawards, the: Ouſe' and other Rivers 
are ſo filted (by ſtopping the Flow of the Ouſe for many Miles ) that Boats of the 
ſmalleſt Burden cannot without great Delay and Danger 'paſs therein, ſo that the 
ro hole Navigation is in danger of being irrecoverably loſt, to the Petitipners Impo- 


veriſhment : And praying, that the ſaid Dam and Sluice may be removed, and the 
Navigation of the ſaid Rivers reſtored, : ; 


S | Order- 


1 
2 
— 
LT. 
\ 


[6 ] 
Ordered, 


That the ſaid Petition da dye npon'the!Table, until the Bill for the better Pre · 
Hervation.of the Navigation of the Port of King's: Lyn in che County of Norfolk 


e read a ſecond time. Aﬀint if 


=” ved x ver aa 8 Pi * 1 Ve — AN.: 
Adventurers, A Petition of the. Gouernar, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the Company of Cum ſer- 
petitionaraiſt vator s of r Level of the fene, called Bedford Level, * a. 
Houſe and read, ſetting forth, That there is 4 Bill in the Houſe for the better Pre- 
ſervation of the Navigation M King's-Lyn in the County of Norfolk: I bich is to 
remove. a Sluice and Dam eretcted upon the River of Great Ouſe, called Denver 
Dam; the Remaval of which; Dani will tend to the Damage of many hundred Fa- 
milies, aud the leſſening the Petitioners Rents, and the hindering of Navigation. 

The Suggeſtions in the Bil that the ſaid Dam is prejudicial to the Navigation 

the ſaid Port being falſe, their. Incanveniency arifing from other Cauſes, as the Pe- 
tioners doubt nat to prove; and praying, that they may be heard by Council at the 
Bar of 8 Houſe againſt the paſſing. of the ſaid Bill, "Wa | 
.Ordereda:.\ nN i is a 685 1 J | 

That the Petitioners be heard by their Council at the Bar of this Houſe, up- 


» * 11 . 
. » \. # 


on the ſecond, Reading of the ſaid Bill. 
Ordered, | | 


* 


That Council for che ſaid Bill be then alſo heard. 
| Ordered,  - ien ee $6 2 
That the ſaid Bill be read a ſecond time upon this Day ſevennight. 


ym; border. A Petition of the Owners and Occupiers of Land in the ſeveral Towns North- 
_ 3 wold, Med Feltwell, Hock 2% Wilton, Brand, Wainsford, Laken- 
you _ heath, Euſwell, Iſleham, Wallington, Barton and Mildenhall, in the Counties of 
1 Lee Norfolk and Suffolk, and within the South Part of the great Level of the Fens, 
called Bedford Level, was preſented to tbe Houſe and read, ſetting forth, That the 
Corporation f the ſaid Fen Lands had large Shares of the Petitioners Lands ſet 
out to themſelves, as a Recompence for their draining and preſerving the Reſidue, 
which ought to be done by proper Banks and Drains; but the ſaid Corporation have 
not maintained their Banks and Drains, ſo that the Petitioners Lands are generally 
drowned, and in a worfe Condition than they were before the ſaid Undertaking, to 
their great Impoveriſoment. That the Petitioners have made many Complaints to the 
ſaid Corporation for Relief in the Premiſes, but they bein 7 Ad of Parliament of 
15. Car. 2. made ſole Commiſſtoners of Sewers for the 2 Level, and concerned 
in particular Intereſt, the Fetitioners can haue no Relief, nor does any Appeal lye 
but to this Houſe: And praying, that the:Commiſſioners, who have no Intereſt with 
the Corporation, may be joined.with them in Authority, according to their Propor- 
tion of Lands in the ſaid Level. AER | 
Ordered, —_ \ an 
That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 
Preſervation of the Navigation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Nor- 
folk be read a ſecond time. ; 


| Luna 25. die Januar}. 
Univerſity of A Petition of the Chancellor, Maſters, and Scholars of the Univerſity of Cam- 
ſity of . | l | 

Cambridge bridge was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, That the Navigation 
Petition jorthe from the Town of King's-Lyn to the ſaid Univerſity is of ſuch Importance, that 
bey cannot reaſonably ſubſiſt without it, and ſeveral Laws have been made for its 
Preſervation ;, but the Petitioners are under great Apprehenſion of loſing the Benefit 

of the ſaid Navigation, which Miſchief ts ſth imputed to the Works of the Drain- 

ers of Bedfard Level: And praying, that they may be freed from the great Incon- 


* „ 


veniencies they apprebend themſelves liable unto. 
| Orde o Be 


That the ſaid Petition do ye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better Pre- 
ſervation of the Port of Aing'-Iyn in the County of Norfolk be read a ſecond 
time, * 


A Pe- 


\ 


* 


\ Petitition fo# 


ſuid Tote, | adjacent berttofore have hr well ſupplied" with Conle, Piſh, the Bill 
Salt, und all büber Sorts of n nable Rates, from the 
Poet if King * by the Rivers of Great Ouſe and Grant, in Vaſſels and Bar- 
ln 


f greut B hut by reaſon f a Da and Slice eregteu at Denver croſs 
Oule iy the-Atornmivers: for draining Bedford Level, the: ſaid Navigation is 
much prejudiced, not only by Delay in paſſing through the, faid Sluice, hut alſo for 
that the Ouſe from that Sluice to Sea is choaked up, that ſmall Veſſels cannot paſs 
therein tot hout great Danger, Delay, and Charge; "and the Navigation is very 
ntely to be ſuddenly loſt, not pteurnted: And pra 4. rn all Obſtructions fo 
the ſaid Navigation may be removed, whereby their uſuel Trade and Commerce may 
be reſtored. | | 
185 Ordered, ies 8 Ze . 
That the faid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 
Preſervation of the Port of Ning i- Eyn in the County of Norfolk"be read aſecont 


£ 
— 


8 A Perit ion of the\'Deputy-Lienenants, uſtices 5 the P bacb, and Grand Fury, Count of 


nt the Quarter-· Syſſinns for the County of Huntingdon, and of 6rher the Gentleman Huntingdon 


Beckers and Inhabitants of the ſaid County, ar cat py to the \Houſe and e 


read, ſetting forth, That the Corporation of King's-Lyn babe lately demanded the 
Corporation for draining Bedford Level, to tate away their navigable or erefted 
at the Hermitage near Erith; and their Sluices at Denver Dam, which will de- 
prive the Petitioners of the Uſe of the Hundred-foot River, whereby the Petitioners 
5 and Countries have a far quicker and more certain Navigation than before 
the Draining, to the great Advancement f Trade und Commerce: And — ing, 
that the ſaid navigable Saſs and Sluices may be continued, and thereby the Na 
gation of the ſaid Hundred-foot River will be preſerved. 


rdered, 


gainſt the Bill, 


That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 


Preſervation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Norfolk be read a ſecond 
time. ul en 8 
Martis 26. die Januarij. bl 

A Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common-Council, and principal Inha- 
bitants of the Borough of Thetford in the County of Norfolk 1 1. to the 
Houſe and read, ſetting forth — That by means of the great River Ouſe, and 
the navigable Rivers of Brandon and Thetford, conſtans Commerce hath been 
maintained between Thetford and the ſeveral. Towns. adjacent, and the Port of 
King's-Lyn; from whence they have been ſupplied with all Sorts of Merchandize, 
and made Returns of their Corn und Gram in Barges, and other Veſſels of good 
Burden, but by reaſon of a Dam ſet down croſs the River Ouſe near Denver by 
the Adventurers of draining Bedford Level, before the Mouth of the ſaid Rivers 
of Brandon and Thetford the Stream is ſo flop ed, and the River ſo ſilted, that 
the ſmalleſt Veſſels cannot paſs without 2 lay and Danger, and the whole 
Navigation is in great Danger of being loſt : And praying, that the ſaid Damn and 
Sluice may be removed, as the only Means to reſtore and preſerve the ſaid Naviga- 
tis. I „ — — Anda ban en n 4) 
* Ordered; & a b*agott witorter , eg I'LL 

That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table,-until-the Bill for the better 
Preſervation of the Navigatibn of the Port of Xing's-Lyn in the Cbunty of Nor- 
li be read a ſeeond times tk wr wht nh hog dh 


. 
* . 


ary uo 


909916 295% e e WIN e ee een eee (begelg et i fl. 0 

A Petition of the Owners and Occupiers of Land in the South Level or Diviſion Lendbolders 
in the Sout 
Level Petition 


That the warty draining the ſaid Level of the Fens, in Conſi- for the Bill. 


Z, 5 Fens, called Bedford Level, twas preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting 
Ort 

deration of large Shares allotted them, did oblige theiſelvet to drain the ſaid Le- 
vel, without Prejudice to Navigation in the Rivers: of Ouſe, Grant, Mildenhall, 
and Stoke: Bit the ſaid Adventurers hate ertfed a Dam and Sluice croſtithe 
Ouſe at Denver, below the Mouths' of al the ſaid Rivers :\ which bath ſo 
weaken'd their Stream; that they are all filted; and the Navigation much prejudic'd, 
*3Q 3 T — 


an 


— 


Thetford 
Petition for 
the Bill. 


[6] 


A andi the Petiridnerts Lands ly +5 drowned moſt Part the Tear; And very little Im- 


provement is made, unleſs in thoſe Landi pumt haſed by partitalar- 7 Vc of. the 


Adventurers. . That the Petitioners have malle Complaints to the ſaid Ad. 


Bury St. Ed- 


mond's Peti- 
tion for the 
Bill, 


wventurers, but tan haue no Relief, nor Appeal from them, in regartd they are AZ © 
of Parliament appointed Commiſſiontrs of Sewers for governing the ſaid Level, 
and the Works thereof, excluſive f all others: And praying, that other Perſons 
having Lands in the ſaid Level, may, according to Waun neportivgr, be — wy 
the ſaid Adventurers for governing the ſaid Level. a 
.. Ordered, 
That the ſaid Petition do ly e upon'the Table, until the Bill bor the beter 
Preſervation of the Navigation of f the hooks of Weg 8 in Was Oy Nr 
folk be read a ſecond time. | 5 


Jovis 28. die Januarij. | | 
A Petition of the Aldermeni, Hurgeſſer, and Cominon-Countil if _ Town and 
Borough of Bury St. Edmond's in the County of Norfolk was preſented to the Houſe 
and read, ſetting forth——That the Inha Sov 4 the ſaid Borough, and Parts 
adjacent, have Aber been well ſupplied with Coa E and all Sr F foreign 


Commodities, from the Port of King's-Lyn, at reaſc ſonable Rates, by the navigable 
| (ar of Great Ouſe and Mildenhall; but by reaſon of a Sluice and Dam erefed 


The Bill read 
4 ſecond time. 


Witneſſes for 
the Bull. 


the Adventurers for draining 0 the Fens of Bedford Level, croſs the River 
Gul near Denver, the Streams of the ſaid River are become 1. lted, ſo that ſmall 
Boats cannot paſs to and fro without much' Danger and Delay, to the great Preju- 
dice of the ſaid Navigation, and the Trade and Commerce 0 the Petitioners : And 
_ har th the ai Oofiruttions to the ſaid Navigation may be removed. 
rdered 
That the ſaid Petition do lye upon the Table, until the Bill for the better 
Preſervation of tlie Navigation of the Port of "Ys 's-Lyn 1 in the County of Nor- 
Folk be read a ſecond time. 


The Council attending to be heard for and againft the Bill for the better Pre- 
ſervation of the Navigation of the Port of King's-Lyn in the County of Norfolk, 
they were called in, and the Bill was read a ſecond time; and the Counci for 


= againſt the Bill were heard, and divers Witneſſes were examin' d on both 
Sides. 


Proofs of * at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, Fan. 28. 


R right, Bonet for the Bill. 


It was admitted, that draining the Fens was by all Acts 5 Ordinances limited | 
to be done without Prejudice to Navigation of the Port of Byn, 1 Rivers be- 
longing thereto, A | 

It. was proved, : F Proved by | 
1. That _—_ the Dam and Sluice was erected, the Tide flow? d eo 

24 Miles higher than now they do, in the deep Rivers of (K Richard Allen. 

Ouſe, Grant, Stoke, and Mildenhall. « Francis Lord. 
2. That the Tides' are wholly ſtopp'd out of thoſe Rivers by William Wenay. 

the Flood-eates, — 


3. That the Sole or Foundation f the Slice i is raiſe ziſed, and ft . Brady. 


above eight Foot higher than the Bottom of the old River (up- 
ke which 1t 1s placed) whereby fo much Weight of Water is 
C $6 Bir rc 

4. That the \ Waters i in the deep River of Ouſe, formerly 150) 
Feet wide, (are now confin'd to three Tunnels or Arches, each 
not exceeding 18 Feet Water-way) which together with the J. Finc bam, Eſq; 
large Indravght of the Tides received into the above- men- > 


tioned Rivers twice every 24 Hours, by conſtant Motion in 0 Dr. Brady. 


_ d in Preſence 
four Members 
of this Houſe, 


one Body, did formerly ſcour and keep thoſe Rivers and 
the Channel to Sea deep and open 


2 


2 | 1 5. That 


[&] 


＋ That foce this Sw: ha great 8 and Channel to „Sea! are 
Flted and grown up even higher than the Soal.of the Sluice 
_ whereby the great Stream is become ſhallow and weak, and _— rte 
inſufficient to maintain the ancient Channel.. ——- 7 

. That the Sluice is conſtantly ſhut at ſuch. Seaſons of the = | 


Edmond 
\ wr 


- | when moſt neceſſary! for Paſſage: many Hours, ſometimes 5 47 Mien. 


Days and Weeks “; and Boats 10 been unladen, and cat+ Francis Lord. 
_ ried over the Dain = bm” 


7. That che old Rivers above the \Sluice/ard choaked. up vi ou, fro | 
eeds and Mud, and almoſt unpaſſable. — rn rr mtr me, f 


8. hat where large Keels and Barges were formerly uſed, none 6 
but flat Boats or Laghters can now. poſe = 4 — The ; IN 

g. That the Channels to Sea are own up, that Ships by 
ſmalleſt Burden cannot paſs u at high Spring-1 oy Fl Quaſh, 

where lerge Ships uſed to ſail. at Neip-Tides, omen —M 7 liam F Aller. 


10. That before the Sluices were erected, whe the Tides had) 
their ancient natural. Courſe up thoſe deep Rivers, which 
were thereby filled with vaſt Quintides of Water, the Ebb 
at Lenne gave way; and was run off two Hours at leaſt before 
it fell back in the Place where the Sluices ſtand, and left = 
Hanke and flat Sands ( pretended to be the Cauſe of the Miſ- E. 
chiefs) bare on both Sides the deep Channel: That when Iron Reb 
thoſe Waters, fo far run up into the Country, return, = 
followed by the Freſhes every twelve Hours, they fell wit! 
ſuch Weight and Force in a ſtrong and rapid Stream, chat L 
they cleared the River and Harbour from the Sands: brought| + 
in by the Tides Sefore they could fall and ſettles ) © avb 
11. T bar the Hundred foot River pretended aul Equivalent; Urne, Eſq; and 
bears no manner of Proportion for Depth or Breadth with( n 


the old Rivers, being cut on riſing Ground but five or ix Feet {ie ay 
deep —— 5 —— . — 


— — nnd; Corporation to be 


And is but Part of and Avidel Res rhe old — of che err 
River Ore that formerly fell by the Hermitage — I {he 9h 
1a. That the Damages that may happen — — the, Slui, 
ces, can affect only Part of the South Level, hich would K 
have 30 Damage if imbank'd; and there is fufficient Farth Mt. incham. 
for banking againſt the River Ouſe. 
And where ſuch Earth cannot be had againſt Mildenhall and), 
Brandon Rivers, it may be brought by Boat 3 con- Tho. Wr ite, 
. hard Land with little Cl Charge, oc — Ef qz 


#F# } + 


dtd. AA. et 


have laid drowned. by the — ate far more valuable r. Fincham, / 


than the Lands in the South Level — to be — 17 r Waen 
5 the Sluices. — 


ons thou- 


9 NTP EE 


Proofs of the A kuren at the Bar f the Hoſe # Commons Jan. 28. 


Sir Th 965 Powi i T Council for the Adventurers againſt the Bill, 


John Tilney Knew all the Rivers before this firſt Sluices: Both Stuices, old and Wieſt a- 
new, ſtopped the Tides——That berween the Sluice and Gerraan's Bridge, the ein the Bur 


River and Navigation i is as good as it has been i in any time theſe forty Tears, 


bn 


— 


* The Land- Floods deſcending the Hundred- foot Drain in Winter u 
ſhut for three Weeks together. Y Winter- time, have kept the Stuice-doors 
| T 


Thomas 


[ 78] 


Thonet rug Knew the Stwice for 30 Years: This laſt Sluice i 18 better for 
Navigation "ts the Paſſage of Bbats, "and! more convenient; but cannot fay 
the Waters are more united, 8 I IS QU 17 

William Hookham— * The River from the Sluice' to ** Germans as ap e. ferner, 
ly, hard Gravels appearing in the Bottom. | K 

William Hales * That the Rivers to Cambridge are Ar — as ever they Were: 
and large Keels may ſtill go to Lambs-ware as far and well as ever they did: 
Can haue ng Water in dry Timbs, bur by penning winhs b: freſh: Doors; 3 and If re- 
moved, no Paſſage for Boat. ; | 

Richard Ruſſel—The new-$tuide  buile Abbut 18 Years fince 1 The Tides et 
flow up the Hundred - foot River about 14. or 15 Miles. The River Ouſe 
above the Sluice 10 or 12 Feet deep The Hundred-foot near the Sluice 
hath 20 Feet Water, was plummed Aſonday was ſe nnight: But acknowledges 
that the Hundred-· foot River is generally not above fox Feet deep upward— 
There are more Watermen now than ever. | | 

John Vipin— * All Goods are cheaper cartied to St. Ives than formerly, (vie) be- 
fore Coals carried at fix Shillings pe- Chaldron, now tliree Shillings per Chalk 
dron ff the Sluice, be rover the South Level will be drowned=—He 
is Owner of a Lot in Sutton, formerly worth but ten E= er Ann. now 
_ 50 Fhillings per n ee that at this time the Level is 

rowned. 

Rene! Srenner—Conceives \the Dam — the Sch Level: If removed, 

; A whe of Houſes will be deſtroy'd; but ſays the Houſes ſtand on the 
Books which 1 would de uninhabited- Some 100 of Acres advantaged by 
the Sluice. 3 eaflls” 

Mr. Merrit—That he made u Dravghr of the Sea Shores and Sands at the En- 
trance of Lyn: bauen, about five Years ſince: That he founded the Rivers Mon- 
day ſe nails where he was directed, and deliver'd a Note and account of 
Depths and Diſtances That the River two Miles above In towards St. Ger- 
mant is a Mile broad. 

Thomas Dawen— That he did help to remove the Banks inward, whereb the 
River was widen'd five or ſix Poles in Breadth,-and-about twenty Poles in 
- Length below Lyn at Captain Thousbye's Bank. 

Francis Chile. Knovs the widening the River againſt sich Houſe toward 
Germans above Lyn ſeven Poles broad, twenty Poles long“ The River is 
as uavigable now as 40 Tears ago——The' new Sluice is better than the old 
one; kept out the Tides better, and 1s wider The Tides commonly run 
16 Miles up Bedford River. | 

Thomas Mott— That there is generally tight Foot Water from the Sluice nine 
Miles towards Lyn; but from Germans to Lyn, no more than two or three 
Foot deep at Low-water, the Banks being wider than formerly——But knows 
no Alteration of Banks for 20 Years: ; hath been a Pilot ſo long- The Paſ- 
fage in that Part at three or four Foot dangerous. 

Mr. Beverly The River about ten Miles from Lyn, in the broadeſt Part, 1s nine 
Furlongs wide; and from Comonſtarb Tard Lyn to Comonſiath at Wi oft Lyn, is 
160 Yards wide. 

Thomas Robotham—Some Houſes and jetties at Ola Lyn waſhed away and gone 
with the counter Shore: The Haven thereby + made wider ſeveral ards; but 

the Haven was deeper then. wes 

William Galloway— Removing the Sluice will drown 20,000 Fans — The 
Tide would rife five or fix Foot No good Earth to make up Banks 
Owns the Level is now drowned: by the Freſhes— Some Lands worth 10, 
15, 20 l. per Acre per Ann. would be damaged * Navi ation above the 
Sluice more convenient; and not worſe below 7 or 800 Firkins of Butter 
weekly ſent up to London, bought at the Market at Denver Sluice——The 
Sluice drives the Tides into the Hundred-foot River ten Miles. 

John Brett The Tide goes up the Hundred. foot 14 or 15 Miles: * The Hundred- 
foot River is deeper than the Ouſe —— If the Sluice be removed, it will ruin 
the South Level. 


* 


* Theſe Affirmations do not very well agree with the Hiſtory, 


I — Cory 


L* J 
mn Cory— * More Water comes by L * before the Drainin the Weſt 
Water which formerly went, 3 1 560 hy Wisbech, now deſerted by = 
River Ouſe—— Went 30 Leib ſince ſoken Bridge into Wisbech River. 
Hunt — That 18 Years aN of * N broke at the Sluice, and the 
Tide ran u nine Miles in the Oe, and go t into the Ditches, an damag ed 
much Lan þy Sale Water" but the W 8 pott dagen te Turmels in- 
to thoſe Ditehes, and the Banks as 'not overflow'd, 


IV \ 


After Witneſſes were examin'd on both Sides, the W withdrew, LET the 
Bill was open'd, 

A e e made chat the Bill be committed, a Debate oe as 

2 Reſolve 1: Fe Toita F | 

That the Debate be adjourned until Saturday benni nnight. " a 1 af | 


© "Fovis 18. die. Febhiarij > Gul — 

ige Houſe e to the Order of the Y, I inen the Oy, Debate 

touching the Commitment of the Bill for the 5808 reſervation of the Naviga- 
tion of the Port of Xing's-Lyn.in the County of Norfolk. 

And the Queſtion, being put that the Bill e committed, Lg 

It paſſed in the Negative. A 5 1 


. 


The iy mel of Adventurers conſiſted of William Earl of 2 Govers 


nor. 
| Bailiffs. | 
Artbur Earl of An leſe Richard Lord dengel 3 
Sir Thomas Chichely, "Ru of the Dutchy, and one of his Mae 9 
Privy Council; and three others. X 


# N 


| Conſervators. 8 
Sir Thomas Willi, Baronet. | Sir Henry North; Ralenet. 
Sir John Het et, Barone... Sir Nich. Pedley, ® v0 | 
Sir Fobn Chichley, Knight,  . Sir Thomas Firch, Knight, 


and Fourteen others. EE 1 | 
From what has been ſaid, hive] it to the People intereſſed to judge, whether 
Denver and Hermitage Sluices are prejudicial to Navigation or not: It ſhall be 


the Buſineſs of the next Section, to ſhew whether: uy are of Uſe to n 
or not. | 
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V the god Condition of the South Level byfore Denver Sparer wire t- 
TAS the Bene pit of that Lew L only. A and. of the had Fate of Prain- : 
ing in that Diviſion of the Fens, fnce thoſe Wuitss were buils » - = with 


the Reaſong thereof aſſign'd., 
155% not appear from aun Accounts iven, of this Country, or fam the 
at tne 


Tenor of any Preſentments, South Level was drowned in Summer- 
time, after the Fen-Waters had Paſſage given them to Sea through Lenne- bauen: 
But in Winter during the Time of Land-Floods, Part of this Level was doubt- 
leſs overflow d, in the ſame. manner that all River Meadows then are. However, 
the Freſhes. continued not long over the Face of r but 4 off and fell 
into the Rivers, and were by them convey d 5 10 in tolerable 9874 me leav- 
ing the Land they had floated; enrich'd hy the ſubſided Soil they left behind 
them, with which they came ſo impregnated from the high Countries, that 
they were and are called the White Waters. Thus the Walkes between the Old 
and New 1 River are at this Day more valuable than any other Part of the 


* made ſo by the White Waters having their Paſſage between their Banks. 
n 


That this was the good Condition of the Soyth Level at the time theUndert Lids 
for a General Draz ing commenced, I ſhall fully prove in this Section. 
e 


L a.* .4 \ 


having been made to conyey their Waters into Wicbech Riyer, when that 
Outfall was perfect, they. were of no uſe to carry the Fen- Waters into 
Lyn River, after Wisbech Channel decay'd, Therefore theſe. wo Levels, for 
want of proper Outfalls to Sea, were very much incommoded with Waters. 
And the Comnuſliqners of Sewers having by their ordinary Power no Authority 
to make new Drains, and the Country differing with them, and with one ano- 
ther, about making new Works to convey the Fen-Waters to the new Outfall by 
Lyn, the ſaid Fens lay for the moſt Part ſurrounded ; and therefore at length the 
Commiſſioners of Sewers for thoſe Parts exhibited a Petition, (Fune 19. 1618.) to 
the “Lords of the Privy-Council, ſhewing theſe Inconveniencies, and defir'd for Pre- 
vention of farther Differences and Delays, that their Lordſhips would order one 
of the Clerks of the Council to take a View with them of the Outfalls, who, as 
a Perſon indifferent, might inform their Lordſhips of the Feaſibleneſs of the 
Work of Draining, and of the fitteſt Means to effett it. | : 
Hereupon their Lordſhips appointed Sir Clement Edpionds, one of their Clerks, 
to accompany the Commiſſioners; which he did the next Augu/t. And after 
they had taken a general View of the Fens and their Outfals, he made his Re- 
port to thoſe Lords the 29th of September after. _ | | 
relates-to the River Ouſe, and to the South Level, 


So much of his Report as 
18 as followeth. 


Sir Clement The River Ouſe coming along by the Town of Bedford, Huntingdon, and 


33 5 St. Ives, and ſo paſſing down to his Outfall at Lyn, is a goody fair River through- 


State of the out; and from below Ely downward runneth with ſuch a Current, that it is ab- 
South Level. * ſolntely the beſt Sewer of all that Country. And the Country all along the 


** River Side, both in Cambridgeſhire and in the Iſle, being a very rich Soil, and 

"well inhabited, is not otherwiſe much troubled with Waters but in Winter, and 

in Time of Floods, occaſion d by the Waters being ſtopped between Huntingdon 

and Ely by Weeds, Peres, Harde, &c. and by the River being made ſhallow 
2 


* againſt 


[75 ] 

| | 
JVC 
«the reatier Paſſage of the Water th Time Todt, &. 
That Weeds, Weers, Gr. were prent Obſtacles to Draining, and the Means of 
drowning the Country, ititamerable 


le Laws of Sewers teſtify,——Bur for Brevity 
Sake, T1 only inſtance the following Ordinances and Laws made at Ely, April 


27. I. a. £ * * 5 Ie NN © tug | , LE. 
Re ard by Divine Providence Biſhop of EY Andrew, Pearce, Dean of 
« Ely, &c. To all manner of Perſons having any Weers, Stamps, or Annoy- 
* fince within any Rivers, Lodes, Streams, or common Sewers within the 
Hundred of Ely, &c. ſendeth greeting——Commanding you, on the Queen's 
„ Behalf, to remove the ſame, Oc. upon the Pains expreſſed. Witneſs our 
„ --- SR ad Ce - £424, el 
Every Weer from Erich Bridge to Harrimer Weer, to be in Breadth in the 
« Weer Mouth 22 Feet Every Weer to have a Door the Breadth of 14 Feet 
85 From Harrimer to Prieſi-honſes, every Weer Mouth to be 24 Feet, on 
pain of forfeiting 51. Alſo that no Perſon having Weers and Stamps, make 
„ any Dam to hinder the Water-Courlſe. 8 4 a 
Alſo when great Floods and Abundance of Water ſhall chance, then every 
* Owner of Stamps or Weers to pluck, up one Hurdle of every Door, on Pain 
of forfeiting 51. 7 3664 
„ That all Streams, Sewers, ec. be cut and ſheered three times a Lear: The 
< firſt time before the laſt. Day of May—the ſecond before the laſt Day of June 
« the third before the laſt Day of Fuly—for every Kine omitting to forfeit 40 
* Shillings—on Refuſal the Town to cut it—on the Town's Neglect, they to loſe 
* likewiſe—— Theſe Laws ſhew, that Weeds, Weers, Cc. were very prejudi- 
cial to Draining. And therefore the Lord Chief Juſtice Popham, in his Scheme 
for Draining, Anno 1605. provided againſt all Weers, Stamps, Hards, Oc. 
Mr. Atkins. is alſo full of Complaints againſt theſe Prejudices— 
the Harder above Ely are in narrom Parts of the River, whereby they very 


Weeds, Weert, 
and Gravels, 
the chief Cauſe 
of Land- Floods 
drowning the 
Font. 


He ſays, 


much binder the Land Floods in their Paſſage, eſpecially thoſe about Strerham, . 


which of all others are the worſt, . being Gravels laid over the River on Purpoſe 
by Cart to fetch their Fodder and Hay out of the Fens. Theſe Gravels being 
three or four in Number do great harm to Draining, faith he; and therefore the 
whole Way of Ouſe from St. Tues to Littleport ought to be cleared of theſe Im- 
pediments, and then the Country would not be drowned: For he faith, a little 
above Erith Bridge, on the South Side of Ouſe, beginneth a good Bank, which 
leadeth thence by the River Side over Core-ward, arid thence turneth Sout herly 
toward Over Town. *Tis an adjoiſted Bank, and is diſtreſſed by the Floods of 
Onſe, they riſing commonly three Feet above the Soil of. Over-Fens; becauſe at 
Over there is a very ſtrait Weer kept, and becauſe it is the uſual Place of Paſſage 
croſs all manner of Stops be made to ſhorten the Way. Ny; 
From Overcote to the White Houſe ii Stretham, the Ouſe hath certain Banks for 

the moſt part on both Sides, which Banks lye not cloſe upon the River, but or- 
dinarily 18 or 20 Poles between Bank and Bank, and is no where ſtraitned but 


at the Weers, and a little at Erith. 


In which Town, at the Bridge, the River is 1 4 Feet deep, and very broad; Erith Bridge 


the Bridge having 12 Arches, each 12 Feet wide, or more, ſo that the great 
Floods have ſmall Stay there. Re” DOE Ee EH 3 
Nor would overflow the Meadows, but that the River is much ſtraiten'd be- 
tween that and Overcore,. and the Floods much holpen by Over Bank ſtopping the 
05 in the River at the Cote, and other like Annoyances between that and 
Pry | k | 
And of Weers, Mr. Atkins ſays there were many. One near the White 
Houſe in Stretbam, call'd Pool Meer. And below the fame, within one Stone's 
Caſt, there's a Gravel laid by Stretham Men to cart their Fodder out of Willow 
Fen, a great Caufe of drowning the Fens. Near Harrimere at the Ferry-Houſe 
is a Weer 0 River. And a little below this, there is a new Houle 
built, and by it a Weer. Between Overcote and Andrey Cauſeway be five 
Weers——He faith, that theſe Stops in time of Floods. made the Waters of Ouuſe 
to run violently into the eſt Water, and alſo through Over-lode, which paſſeth 
down to Villingbam Meer, and fs into Wi again, drowning all the Meadows it 


paſſeth 


130 Feet 
cwide. 


( 
44 . 


: 


TY paſſeth through. And the Weſt Water falling over Erith Cauſeway did, in 7a. 
x 1602. _ Haddenham Delphs, otherwiſe ſafe, their Banks being made 
bf Clay mixe 6:20 . 8 | 

That Weers, Stamps, Gravels, &., had this fatal-Ef-& of drowning the 
Country, is already proved; and ſo ſenſible of it was my Lord Popham, that 
in his Project for draining, as is before obſerv d, all thoſe Impediments were to 
have been remov'd. Darts: os fs E 
And bad they been remov'd, it is the Opinion of moſt Men now, as it was 
then of the moſt experienc'd Commiſſioners of Sewers, of my Lord Gorges, 
Weſterdyke, Atkins, and many other the moſt judicious Artiſts, that the South 
Level, with little more imbanking than was at that time, would have been made 
good Winter Land. © be > N 
For tho” theſe Impediments to the Paſſage of the Land- Floods made them riſe 
high, and overflow Land that would have been otherwiſe ſafe; yet the Freſhes 
did not ſtagnate in the Fens, and ſurround them hurtfully; they were good 
Summer Land at worſt, and in moderate Years whole Year ds ax 
And this good Condition of the Feris in the South Level I ſhall prove, 
1. From the Account given of them by the eminent Mr. Richard Atkins, 
when he took the Survey, at the ſame time that Mr. Hayward made a Map of 
the Fens. Z SEW | ; | 
2, From the Demand of the firſt Undertakers for draining the Fens, who. de- 
mapdes 5 of each Fen, more or leſs, as each was more or leſs ſubject to be 
overflow | n : "Ha 
3. From the Petitions of the Land-Owners and Inhabitants of the Sourh Le- 
vel to the King, & c. at the Time the Undertaking for a general Draining was 
in Agitation. Ry FA EST 
4. From the Quantity of Land the preſent Corporation of Adventurers poſſeſs 
as a Reward for Draining. | 1 | 


And firſt, the Account given by Mr. Atkins ſhews, what good Stite the South 
Level was in above 120 Years ſince. | 3 . 8 


* 


S Relatio R. A. de Mariſcis & eorum ſtatu, Anno 1640. Menſe Januarii & 
57" | 1 Fehr, TER 
4. dave 

The State of | * | SIA | 

the Souh Roxham Roxham Fens, a Hamlet of Deerbam. 3 

Deerbam— Deer bam Fens be about 2 Miles long and 5 of a Mile broad; they be 
much drowned, and long, eſpecially the Weſt End next Helgay, which ar- 

gueth Default in the River about Helgay Bridge. | 
Weeeb — Fens be about two es long, + broad: In all theſe do 


Wretton Weerbam, Wretton and Stoke Intercommon. — The Common 

grobe next the Field is much of it very good Sheep Paſture. By 
268; State River ordinary Fen Grounds, 

Norwold ——- | 


Methwold—— Within theſe Fens the King hath four ſeveral Fens —— = Sir 
Ed. Moundford renewed the Leaſe of theſe Fens when he had yet ſeventeen 
Years to come therein. He gyſted the laſt Summer 800 Beaſts. _ 

The Water in King's-Dike, within a Furlong of Stoke River, runneth back 
to Sothery, and fo into Ouſe; which in my Opinion argueth ſome great 
Defe& about Helgay Bridge. 5th 

Feltwell Fens be ordinary five Miles deep and two broad; they have a 

Mou Fen yielding about two Acres to every Houſe. 

1 500 Acres of which is ſubject to be drowned, 600 Acres are Im- 

Sothery——3 banked. TORT | 

Hockwold— Lo Fens belonging to it of ſeveral Names. — Tinker's Fen ve 

cum Wilton. {mall, on it the Brewhouſe ſtands. — Fodder Fen very ſmal 

—TWood Fen two Furlongs North and South, four Furlongs 

Eaſt and Weſt.— Mow Fen and Horſe Fen.— Food Fen, and 

the Cloud, a three Corner Piece, each Side one Mile long. 

— Sea Fen is a common Fen, a feed Fen, and good Grounds 

one Mile: long, 3 a Mile broad. Cole's Fen one Mile 

long, + broad; it is a feed Fen, &c. 


Weetinge 


=. TR. 
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ng be not boggy and rotten Fens, yet be they oft ſurcharged with Water, 
round itſelf be- 


which is as well natural as by overflowing of the Ouſe, the | 
ing a wateriſh ſpringing Soil, and very plaſhy ; the Earth for the moſt Part 
gravelly . Theſe Grounds, he not above a Mile long. WY 
Brandon—— Hath two large Fens, the Eaſt Fen and Weſt Fen, about three 
Mile long; Brandon River yieldeth not much Water to hurt the Fens. 
IWra 2rd —— Hath but ſmall ens. N. | 
Lakeubeath—— Hath great Fens, wherein. be divers Severals; and there be- 
long to it two or three great Sedge Fens, and alſo a common Fen called 
Stallonde, a Piece three corner'd, each Side three Miles long; into this 
Fen the Lord taketh in many giſt Cattle, Oc. 
Iſzwell—— Hath but ſmall Fens. 1 8 
Mildenball—— Hath great a d good Fens. Theſe Fens about the Rows and 
a ſo to the River be very g F ens, or rather Meadows J the part on the 
North of Mildenhall, toward Iſewell, be the wotſt Fens ſpringing ſpuing 
Marſh; thoſe Fens are accounted. to hold three Miles ſquare, —— To 
Mildenball belong two Mow Pens; one of fineſt Stuff, and another of 


courſe Slover. | "ARE 8 | 
Sobam— The Fens of Sobam be accourited five Miles deep from the Town to 
the River, and are ſaid to be 36 of 40 Miles about by old Villiam the 
Fenreve. ; | | 5 
The Mere is a Mile broad, and two Miles long. N loſeth from 
the Land, ſo as one about 20 Years taking a Leaſe of Q. Elis, of the 
Waſte of the Mere, another hath ſince that taken another Leaſe between 
the former and the Mere. . 3 
There Ns uſually in Sobam three Herds of Cattle, each conſiſting of 706 
Beaſts. I | VE 9p I 338 1 1 1 
Iſebam — Hath three common Fens, whereof that next the Town is beſt; 
they be not full of Sedge and Reeds, but plain and good feed. 
Fordham—— Fens uſed moſt for Turbary, eſpecially the lower Part; a Brook 
| that ſerves two or three Mills by breaking its Banks often drowned theſe 
Wicken——Fens about 1+ Mile long, but very narrow. REIT "Po 
Lanward——Hath no Fens, and a Piece in the Top of Burwell Fens, little 
above; Mile ſquare, OG he RY Fs 
Btirwell——Hath great and good Fens, extending from Burwell Block near 
Lintward, to the Ouſe, four Miles deep, three Miles broad. | 
Swaff ham——Priory hath good Fens, extending from the Town to the Ouſe 
three Miles, and from Reach-lode to Swaffham-lode is two Miles + diftance, 
The Fens of Swaff ham be Imbanked, vis, with the Bank of Reach-lode from 
Reach to Upwete, thence to Williamſon's Cote, ſo by Swaff ham-lode End by 
the River, thence to Swaff ham Town by. the Lode fide throughout. 
Theſe Banks ſerve to defend the ſudden overflowing of Grant, and keep 
them undrowned when the Fens on each Side be under Water, G. 
Reach Is a Hamlet of Swaff ham. 1 | 
Botteſham—— Hath certain low Grounds, called Long-meadow Moor, very good 
Sheep Paſture, to the Number of 600 or 700 Acres. There are kept upon 
it, as one told me, ſeven Flocks of Sheen. | 
 Swaff bam-lode,they be 


The Fens of ce lying between Botteſham-lode an 
; thoſe next the Town they are for Turbary, much. 


Mt uf Be rn ok bath 4 
orth-Weſt of Botteſham-lode hath Botteſham a very good Fen for Bea 
which Rh down 19 Grant near Cabal "OS na 10 8 5 " 
Onoy——Hath but ſmall Fens. e 
Horningsby ——Be. accounted three Miles deep about the Middle, between the 
Cauſeway and Clay-bith ;, and it is counted two Miles from the Cauſeway 
to the End of theſe Fens next Clay-bith, © | 
A Rill paſling through theſe Fens, and having no ready Paſſage to any Out- 
fall, but running from Dike to Dike, while it ſetves to fetch their firing, 
it leaves the Fen often not depaſterable. OE 
Waterbeach — Hath on the Side of the Town next Grant, a Fen called Millar 
Fen ;, whereof that part that is on the Eæſt and South is reaſona ble good 
2 Ground, 


4 
ME 


{ 56 3 


Ground, but very moſſy and bad to the No#thwird ; and hath there been 
6 2 * 43353 e! 4 C353 35434 14 


Auled for Turf Ground in time paſf t. ; 
F / hee tet 
More Merch lies à Fen called Bench giſt Fen, (containing North and South 
about three Miles, Eaſt and Feſt about two Miles ] ſome call it Denny-gift 
Pen, becauſe Denny may take ond ahh FRE Beaſt, and as Bech Men lay, 
they thereby take in many Years ſans numb. RR og 47 
Denny Severals—The Severals of Denny, between Cambridge and Stretham F erry, 
Ae upon the ſame Level that Gift Fen doth. The Soil a very rank Clay. 
Obittering nl Mow Fen, belonging to Beach and Denny; about two Miles 
» +44 10 n 4 4 n Fo | | 7 * | * 9555 2 | 
Londbeach——They have little Fen Grounds, but between the Town and Denny 
de good Sheep Paſture ;, only by Chare Fen Side they have a long Spong of 
marin Ground; on the Face thereof it is ſomewhat mooriſh, but under- 
Z „ ET 7 e 
Cytton ham Hath very good Fens, and great; vis. from a Fen by Aldrich 
"Cauſeway, called Surhell, to Chitterigg Fen on the Faſt, _ 
The Fens of Cottenbam be at leaft four” Miles long Eaft and Weſt, and about 
1 2 Mile broad, and have the River of Ouſe by all the way on the North. 
* Cottonham Fens are all Imbanked, and good Proviſion made to convey their 
Water, more than any Fen Town thereabout hath : Yet are the Banks in 
many Places defective, inſomuch as Chare Fen lyeth oft and long drowned, 
and everfloweth into Chittering. Becauſe near to the Cote in Stretham, 
called the White-houſe, there is a Were, called Pool-oere, 16 Foot deep, 
&c. And below the ſame, within one Stone Caſt, there is a Gravel laid by 
Stretham Men to Cart their Fodder out of Willow Fen, where the Water 
-- runneth not above two Feet deep; a great Cauſe of drowning of the Fens. 
Stretham——— There belong to Stretham good Fens; Stretham Fens, vis. Willow 
| Fen, Tidal Fen, &c. be drowned 16 or 18 Inches on plain Ground, when 
the Fens on the Eaſt of Grant between Wicken and Barway be drowned not 
above eight or nine Inches ordinarily. 
- 'The Cotes above Harrimere to Aldrich Bade be theſe: 1. Potters -Cote, a Mile 
from Harrimere. 2. Moggs-Cote, Miles above Potters, and is the Fer- 
ry -Houſe: Here is a Were ſtraitning the River. 
 White-Houſe, a Mile above Mag gs; here is a deep Weer. 
Outlaws-Cote, Miles above White-Houſe. 0 
A little between this Core there is a new Houſe built, and by it a Weer. 
The Cote by Aldrich Bridge. 


. o 


_ Bridge conſiſteth of nine Arches, being 14 Feet wide one with ano- 
Rampton——They have but little Fen-Ground of their own, but only a ſmall 
| Fen call'd Tram. „ . | 
Willingham—— They have good Fens and many, namely, Hemſall, Middle Fen, 
*New-ditch Fen, Weſt Fen, Cattox, Shelfold, Eſtland, Middle-hill. 
Above Aldrich Cauſeway to the Weſt lyeth certain ſeveral Fens, or Low- 
grounds of Willingham ;, ſeveral of which be defended againſt the Ouſe, by 
a Bank ordinarily ſeven Foot in the Bottom, and three Foot in the Top, 
made by divers Soils ; but moſt commonly. of a kind of blackiſh, moultry 
Clay, contracted in the Moor by the overflowing of Ouſe: Theſe Seve- 
mals he along by Orſe on the North, and extend from Aldrich Cauſeway, 
* a5 hugh almoſt as Willingham Cote, call'd Willingham Flats, which is about 
a Mile above the Cauſeway and a little more; and from thence leaving the 
Ouſe, turn South and Fel. © | | ON 
| Theſe Banks (eſpecially next Ouſe) be very loſe and full of moggy Holes, 
whereby all the Grounds adjoining be wet and plaſhy, (if not drowned) 
| _—_ 1 in Winter, eſpecially after the firſt Flood or ſwelling 
or the Ouſe. | : | | 
The Soil of the common Fens of Willingham, ( 0 in Weſt Fen and 
Bart-Fen) is very good, and the Fens in Nature Land Meadows, except 
about the Mere near the Ouſe. The Fens to the Landward be moſt Gravel, 
and many Pits be there digged for that purpoſe. | 
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e lyi ging gre nt enth. 


7 I of © * che Fens' ares/onithe 

eaſon of. 1 d 4 7 — below, towards 

in 2 FSB. for Arch wp alfo'the Waters 
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W ker et vehement at Exit ge to 
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time 7 a na oo fron = ate r ry the North of 2Erith Cauuſeway, higher 
Rn "eG chan th t c5 the Pb: and It hath broke:4ndrun through 
een 23A _ . h which Water again n E, 
* 115 the art t uſewa 7 over, out of che into 
5255 125 North Side of the eway, and ſo by all th Ay do 
Rs Ns of of Hadden am Fields. Ge. hath very good Fens; two 
Mir bd d. Neg 8 24 e Mile ] very Meadows. 
A. dite tle. above ue fan 4 0 of 'Owſe, beginneth a good 
Aan which leadeth*thi lle River Side to Over Cote Weſtward, and 
there — Southerly — Over Town. This Bank is often ſore di- 
4500 d by Ouſe,. which upon a Floo | riſeth above the Level of Over Fens 
ande three Foot ommonty is an agiſted Bank, a every 2 92 
eth 1s Ch: 1 nereon. - 205 J 2103 Int 39% 7 ir 27 
58 ex. Cote the 5 is much draftned; vis, on the a Side by this 
Bank, and on the Norrb by another Bank. 
_ bn alſo a very ſtrait Were kept, and bebe it is the 1 Place of 
Ot Way. Mer. all manner of {Stops de mage to ſhorten or make narrow 
\ line yo 20 
Az Reg Gre there falleth in a Lode from out of Ouſe, under Over Bank, 
called, Oper-lege,. which I W 00 n ru with gr reat Vielence, by reaſon of 
the Stops before ſpoken of 
the N clean tom his C 995 Fur bre brd, towards Over Town, where 
'b the way it falleth through the Bank at two Wooden Bridges in ſuch 
1 9 as, Sy 1 to een the good Meadows before ſpoken of; 
Water paſſeth from thence, down toward Willngham Mere, und 
6 00 0er 2 again. * Hero! 
— by. it pere u, this Bank #44 m Bi to Over, was nail and ſtill is 
of 


maintain'd rather for | Paſlage'o: Travellers,” than'to Ner- the Waters out 
of the Fens. 


From Over-Cote to White-houſe 1n Stretham, the Ouſe hath certain Banks 
( fuch as they be) for the moſt part on both Sides; which Banks lie not 
cloſe upon the River, but ordmarily 18 '6r 20 Poles between Bank and 

| ey and is wy where ſtrajtned but a little at Erich Town, and at the 

. SL, Berween  Over-epre and Aldrich: Cauſeway be five Weres, 

whereof I noted Pc 24 Foot h Eſtimation. ; G\ | 

Sweſey—— The laſt of the F Ki: Ton this way. They have but ſmall Fens, 
\ © Other. than thoſe between os and Over,” which on the South next Long- 
Srqnton are very Meadows; but fometitnes'muth'overflown, by'reaſon the 
Water which cometh from Stanton and Parts adjoining, can have no Paſ- 
ſage when Ouſe hath ſurrounded the 2 above Ober Bank to Erith. 

har with. the ſtraining of Ouſe þ& Qu 7 -core, and the maintaining of Over 
Bank from Over to . Erith, the under Sta ſey; Drayton, and Fen- 
Stanton, be longer and Aer drowned, than thoſe © wa Over Bank be to- 
Ia IWallingham, 520 

bove Ouer-cte to St. Ivuet-ward, the Grounds he all Meadows; yet ſuch be 

often and long drowned, e fie cially. next oe, and above the Core againſt 

Swaſey, and the Grourids Sourb of Oufe.” Upon the Edge of the River 

| rte A poor Bank to defend the Riyer from overflowing ; which argueth 
rowping : more than the Countr —.— | 


Drayton—— They have little or no Fen novwichſtgning their Meadows with 
every little fluſh of Water be overflown, 


Fer- Stanton. They ah Lad OY, Fens. ee 


lis Tech paſſeth along on the Weſt 


A 
I 620, 


The Demands 
of the Under- 


zakers as a 
Reward to 
drain the 
Ten:. 


= 7611, 


SITE 405 3405» 7805 A 


* bes- Ihen "eb no Fenel, ut all N70 ai q! +$,4% re 
The Water at the Bridge is very deep and in gieareſt Floods hath 
mall ſtay there; but the D aimed FINE 5 nd Ob and yo 
rote, wheteof. followeth a. great Cauſe of r Ne 


between that and Ober Bank, much en: 9 2 185 the aft Bank ſtop png 


the Paſſage: of the Rixer at the 0 | 1nd Annoyance | 
- that und Eicb. mag 1. Chai 35h 1517 
Frith Above the F erry „ hath 1 680 o Fea, yin between ths Mea 


dos and the Field Skirt. * : 
Ar Hirb the Ouſe is 14 Foot Yo Ek . 
Etith Bridge hath nine Arches, or, places * "IP o Wits; . op v Abi is 


12 Foot wide or more. N 

Below Erirb to:Aldrith-ward tlie River e edethr not ordinarily i in depth 5Poot, 

wheredf the Water that paſſqth under Erith Bridge is a part of the Cauſe, 

| ( which ſee in Over, p. 77.) and certain Trait Weres, of which there are 

five between Over and Alarich, Cauſewa he And Willingham and Over Fens 
e 


of i. vnbank'd; | which eee would * Water to e a Channel. Ano- 
5 ther Cauſe. . 9 be 


: This Deſeri on of Mr. Atkins bin N that notwithſtandi the” man 
Obſtructions ipt Ouſe, 20 that the Fens 5 in the Touth Level were th ding the part of * 


them Rivet Meadow, the worſt Summer Land. And the Demand of thefirft Un- 
dertakers, as a Recompence for e m es Account given by Mr. 


Arkins. Example: N 951 „7 12 


| 


The DzMAnDs of Sir William Aylof, Bart. my aul Thomas, Efq; 
nf April 13. 1620. 


To bave two third Parts of all Subjects Lands urrounded all the Tear 
One bal Part of all Subjefts Lands drowned balf rhe Tear, to us 5 our Heirs 


in Perpetuity. Jp 


According t to this — they Fr Part of each bertel Fen; ; 
therefore by this Demand we ma 4 ff Ea how much each Part of this Country 
was drowned before the Undertaking for draining it commenced. 


- A Liſt of the General-Demands [ew ou'll find p. 34. I ſhall here take notice of 
thoſe only which relate to the South | 


evel1 in — 


The DEMANDS. 


1. © Fens between the River of Grant Eaſt, und the Hards of One Eighth 


« Milton Waterbeach and Denny Abby Wo and ſo extending {Part of the 
© Teſt between the River Ouſe on the North, and the Hard- better. 

Lands South up to St. Ives Bridge, and Part on the other Side One 4th Part 

« of the Ouſe between Erith and St, Ives —— —— —— of the worſt, 

Therefore the beſt of theſe Fens were in Nature rich River AQ, the worſt 


good Summer Land. 


„Saban Fens by Wickham Hards Such ARENA One Sixth Part. 
Theſe Fens were therefore in Nature e River Meadows. 


* Fens between Mildenhall River and the great River up to Har- One Fourth 
« rimere, and the Uplands of Iſleham, Fordham, and Sobam— Part. 
The ſe drowned but three Months i in Winter, 


Fens between Brandon River North, Mildenhall River South, y One Third 


and Littleport Fen We — Part. 
Therefore drowne above three Months. 


5. 8 Fens between Stoke River North, and Brandon River South — One 4th Part. 
6 * Fens 


Therefore drowned but three Mont hi i in Winter. 


r Ne 53h enemies 


. 
8 


ä * FO Fwy W — 


cc — 
" „ . Pp 


79 J. 


Fens on the North Side of Stoke River, from Stoke Bridge to e Fourth 
8. 2 eat River between Helgay aud Stole 
Therefore dromned but three Meret; in the Wi nter. 4 50100 


x 


gut ton and Haddenbam Pans a 00 AV Oe nr. Part. 
Therefore theſe Fent were in Nature rich Meadow Lands. 
Theſe Demands of the Undertakers 


en plainly ſhew, Arn the worſt Rain of 10 N 
South Level was not-drowned above three Months by the Wines loods, and 
that this Level was at wort 'good Summer Land before the Undertakers med - 
dled with it: Therefore it was the Adventurers undertook to We them 3 
Winter Land. And that the South Level was in the good Condition above. 

mention'd before the Undertaking, is proved and confirmed, in that the Cor po- 
ration of Adventurers actually had no more Land allow'd them fer their Under-, 
taking, than the above · mention d Sir Ne la, and Anthony Thomas, EI h 
demanded: Vir. in; 5 


1. Of the F, ens between 5 River of Grant 1E wy the Hard 955 8th Part 
of Milton, &c. the Undertakers demand ed "A —_ Jof the better, 
8 | 


The whole Quantity of that Land i is 3 40 
The Adventurers bad allotted them out of that . 11 15 , than one 855 Part. 


2. Of Sobam Kan. Gee. the Undertakers demanded |» —One 6th Part, 
The whole Quantity of that Land is ———— 4297. 


The Adventurers had allotted chem out of that Land $70. SER One 6th Parra 


3. ot the Fens between Mildenball River, Sc. the { Undertakers de- 2 Fourth 
manded ———-= — Part. 
The whole Quantity « that Lond i 8 780. 


The Adventurers bad allotred them out of that Lond 305 3. Lf than one ath Parr, 


4. Of the Fens between Brandon River and Mildenball River, Se. One Third 
7 Undertakers demanded ——r— 3 Part... 


The whole Quantity of that Land is —— —273 40. | I 
The Adventurers bad allotted them of that Land $0386, —dbove One Third " ert, 


3. Of the Fens en Stoke River and Brandon River, Ge. the One Fourth 
Undertakers demanded ————- , — part. 


The whole Quantity L that Land is 23290. | 
The Adventurers had allotted them of that Land oy, 51 8. — Lab: than one ath Parts 


6. Of the Fens on the North Side of Stoke River, Se. the Under- "Ohns Fourth 
takers demanded tub ibate deck bb —— | 2 Part. 


— 


The whole Quantity of that Land i 29004 Th. 
The Adventurers had allotted them of that Land— 1029, ——— = Third Part. 


This Calculation, which is made from He ward's, 1 of the whole 
Quantity of Land in the Fens, as deliver'd by him upon Oath to the Commiſ- 


ſioners at Wizsbech, 13. Fuly, 1605. (which ſee in the 4 Haas. and the Quan- 
tity the Adventurers have , which is taken from their Lots, as they are laid out 


in their large Map of the Fens, ſhew that they really had no more Land allow- 


ed them for undertaking to drain the whole, than the firſt Undertakers had, and 
therefore Le the ancient Goodneſs of the Fenn 

This ancient good Condition of the Sourh Level in particular, is alſo ſet forth 
with Inſtances of Demonſtration, in the Petitions from the Inhabitants of this 
Diviſion of the Fens, and the adjacent Uplands, to King Fames I. before the 
Fens were undertaken to be drained : ; and to the Commiſſioners appointed by 
Lyn Law to be Judges between the Undertakers and the Country = — and after- 
wards to the Parliament, as followeth. BN 


: \ 
* « J 


Xi To 


Petition of the 


Fen Towns a- 
gainſt Drain- 
ing. 


Lakenheath 
Petition a- 
gainſt Adven- 


rer]. 


Feltwell 
Petition a- 
gainſt Ad- 
venture. 
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The humble Petition of the Inabltänts of HFS THS within the 


1801. 8 -» 507 
118 


1 


4&4 + 


Sheweth | 
JNTO ya Highneſs, That berg! it f Legt bꝗ tomndab 
. draining of divers ſurrounded Orquntls," is at this prefont' retommended/antothe/ 
gb Court of Parliament, wherein ob birth and" hot om Groundk within 
G ö * . 


vans 
Aries Ry NT wel Was , Wo 420 EL 


—O— 
= 


\ 


rbe Tile of Ely, and other Counties, which hv kek or wie ; | 
ſed,” but alſo a great, Quantity Fen- in be Qumiri of. ' Suffblk> an / 
Cambridge without the Te of EI, * gool Vulis; anll Mang 


Val nent um Nh 
Fields and Upland-Grounds, ale propoſed to d brought within th Compdſc of thus: 
Mork, which by renſon f their 'Overflowingt with the Waters af thoſe 'Uplanid+ 
Grounds are nothing impair'd, but made more fruitful and much better bal. Now) 
for as much as by common Experience we find that ſuch Overflow of Waters doth 
already paſs 45 enough from thoſe Fen- Gromdi where' Defent ic, ani dot h Gunr 
to the Pan, or lame rounds, chere their Fall and Reſting is; and ſo thereby the 
Work of Draining can little avail or profit the ſaid Upland Fen-Grounds, but ra- 
ther impair them, and make them Teſs profitable's oe Om 
And for that if ſo great a Quantity of  Odotindr" ar it" rem by the'Underta- 
kers.in Recompence of their Charge for the ſajdWork, ſhould be proportion d to thoſe 
ſmall Fens; then would the Remnant” be” ſo little, af tber mum thorſantls of 
People do now relieve and ſuſtain themſelves thereby, arc two Parts of that Num- 
ber would be able to live of themſelves, whith would breed great Intonvenience to 
the State of thoſe Towns. Wherefore we humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that thoſe 
Commons or Fens bordering upon thoſe Upland'Grounds,” and Ying ꝛe it hout the Rivers 
of Grant and Ouſe, may be excluded and leſt our - | the Ati of Parlihment or 
elſe that that Lau may concern ſuch Groimas only in the ſal" Fen Towns," as a 
always ſurrounded, and do lye in the Hotrom or Pan of the” ſaid Fens, an not unto 
the firm and ſolid Grounds, , , .. ns er. ATT IN 
And herein, as we are all bound, ſo we will pray to Goll. for 96uur" Majeſty's long 
end prijftron; Le over wr, Nx. Kae e e ads © 


* * 


1 


The following Petitions are Complaints of the Fen\Tritabitdnts'to the Parlia- 


ment, made againſt the Adventurers for taking their Land away from them: 
But as I do not intend to recriminate, I ſhall tranſeribe ſo mach of each Petition 
only, as ſets forth the ancient State of the Fens in the South Level 


To the Supreme Authority, the Parliament of the Commonwealth of England. 


k 32 * 74 14 DIL THE L 28. 11 LA 
The humble Petition of the Owners and Commoners of the Town of 
Lakenheath in the County of Norfolk... * 1 


Sheweth, | "Ie 

HAT, &c. That your Petitioners had in Uſe about 5700 Acres of com- 
mon Fens, and their principal Subſiſtence ivd by the ſaid Fens; which was nut 
hurtfully ſurrounded Grounds, but ſuch as have been beneficial to us by overflowing. 
Above 1400 Acres of our ſaid Fens are Paſture for Sheep in the ws þ Time 
Winter, they being never drowned (but upon extraordinary Windcatche and then 
7e have reaped moſt Profit from them the Summer following, , &c. SAGAR e 

Signed by above Sixty Inhabitants. 


* 
0 


The Petition of the Inhabitants, & c. of Feltwell in Norfolk. © || 


Sheweth, 


T HAT, &c. That when any Flood bappeneth, it cometh by Windcatches, 
and runs over but ſome Part of our Grounds, and continues not long; ſo we 
are never hurtfully ſurrounded : But conceive and find thoſe Grounds to be bettered 


I thereby. 


worth. art comprith. 


7 


[ J - 1 12 —_ 7 1 
thereby. . And in our Fens, time out of mind, haus bern kept miny Horſes, Colt, 
and young Cattle, all Winter time, &c. e e, 
, . 1 4 4 . C 4 2 „ oy 9 0 2 1 8 P n 
a 1405 86 ile BIT Das bnd E 8 Signed Jo N C L AR K. b 
e 44 347 et 91) 376 vv. 503 11 of bend 
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941 585 The Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town of Merbwold,. +. 1. 
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JH 47. &. That "they have ſever Sh A. well whoeh conſiſt f not Methwold 

4 {> tban 1700'Sbeep; ' which uſtd to ferd Wiitter.and Summigr upon our com Petition a- 

4* - 700 ? JNIYFIOOT 4 Ss a4, inſt Ade 
7 1 Eph 175 ber, e tf 


"Fens; St, And that when amy Floods. happen ti | 

pon pf er but ſome ** of our Grounds; / 25 coli me libr long: Fo we are never N 
Aud un theſe.Grounds toe uſed to terp 3 er yoo” Milhh- line for Dairies, and fed 

our working: Horſes,” and bred Store f Young Curie, whith were tent on the 
Common, time out of mind, in M inter; & ——I,fHfn 
„„ ech en eee e Signed AB NAH AM Vo UN. 


. 
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The Petition of the Inhabitants, c. of Northwold in-Norfolks” ' - + 
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N 1 3 ia A l 7d nen T9 A et gd 10 1 . 
* A T, 8c. —— That their Common is exicllr goad ſmoatbiGraſs-ground : xonhold 
"7 That 3700 Sheep uſually feed upon, it, and it does by uo means, want drain: . 
ing. 1 . 5 | . ; 1 7 5s * 2 OS « #4 \, ir G 219yt8V# or; Yo vas gn 8 
E ee "Signed Charles Ser Tho. Novell, Robert Sta worth. TO” 
le 3970 Bal) 2512 d 0 Ni wan & 275 01 os vie H 35h 
Theſe Petitions fully prove, that this South Leveb was not in ſuch Condition 
that it was irreleivahle by the common Ways of Draining; but would have 
become good Winter Land, if the River add. Brook Waters had been kept in 
Vere n Banks, ſet at ordinary. diſtance, and: been thereby ebhfined, and not 
uffered to ſpread in, time of Floods, nor dilatt themſelves over the' Level. 
But. theſe. Petitioners ſay, that the Land was the better for the" preceding 
Winter's-Flood all the next Summer. he that as it may, they lainly ſhew that 
the Level was dry, and wanted no Draining the Summer half Fear: Therefore 
22791 Sluices ſet croſs the Ouſe near Saltereſloue, were of no ſervite tibr uſe tg 
thoſe Lands in Summer time With reſpect of Draining; while they were berhi⸗ Denvet 
nicious to Navigation, by ſtopping the Tide from putting up into che Rivers Gt Ser preju- 
Grant, Mildenhall, Brandon and Stoke, ( ſee the Petitions of Cambridge, Branden! dial te Na. 
Thetford, &c, againſt the Sluices, S. 3.) nay, >thete cbuid habe hen ns 
Navigation up the aforeſaid Rivers, in regard the Tides were kept out of them 
by Denver Sluices, and the Bedford Waters that ſupplied all'thofs Rivers above 
the Sluices, are wholly ſtopp'd out of them by the Sluice at che Hermitage; and 
turned down the, Hundred - foot River. But that the Saf: doots werd/Kepr Mut 
moſt part of the Summer to keeꝑ up the freſh Water; the Conſee ente Which! 
Practice was very pernicious: For ſo much Water as they by tliis means ent up 
above the Sluices, by To much did the Silt and Sand grow up and jncreaſe be- 
low the Sluice for want of it, to work its proper Effet in fcouting it a Wav. 
And while the Sluice Doors were thus kept fliity Navigarion Wäs chereby in 
terrupted and confined, to certain Times of the Tide, or Watef men. Were forced 
to run great Hazard, becauſe ofthe Fall of Water through the Sluict when opened. 
Therefore theſe Sluices were all the Summera real Prejudice to Navigati oh, While 
they were of no Advantage nor Benefit to Draining; as the abovel mentioned Pe- 


7 


- 


titions make appear. 


- „ 


5 | r 4 24 Ja 10 nil 0 nn 

And in the Winter Seaſon, when the Bedfzrd Land -Floods "cattle doten the- 
New Bedford River, which they a hes get do every wet Wi et he 
great Rapidity, as, bringing with them the Rivers, Springs ank Yownrrl Vaters 
of many Counties; the Sluice Doors were forceably kept Aue y Abele Wa- 
ters riſing high againſt them for Weeks together, ſo that the Wütend iitſ the FRY 5 
Level, on the other Side the Sluice, could not get through, but wee penn'd in 
and made to ſwell and overflow the Lands; inſomuch thatetlie $51, Level ba- 
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(S] | 
cheſe Shakes ſurrounded now in Winter, than at ever was befor 4 th e ereQing 
thele uices. II aan enn BD: enn % vo Tt mu 
"Denver Si. And after the Bedford Floods were abated, and the Sluice Doors could be 
ces prejudicial opened to let the Waters paſs out of the Sourb Level, as the Ebb of the Tide 
fo Prang. gave Way, yet there not being Water-way enough müde che §luices, and the 
Soal of the Sluice being laid eight Foot Higher than the old Bottom of the 
River, and the Bedford Waters, by reaſon of the high Situation of the Rixer, 
in ſome meaſure beating them back, or at leaſt retarding their Motion before 
the Waters of the South Leyel could ſhrink in any Tonſiderable meaſure by 
reaſon of the Ebb, another Flood from Sea came and ſhut the Sluice Doors, 
Hence the South Level continued much longer drowned now than it uſed to do, 
or could do before the ſaid Sluices were erected, and theſe Sluices, . pro- 
ving of equal Prejudice to Navigation, as to Draining, it gave occhfoif to 
this Obſervation being made, that —— “ \The Art of Mn ould Hor 
* have contrived two more pernicious Engines, than Denver. Shtices and "rhe" Hun- 
* dred-foot to ruin Navigation and Draininge: Am Indus Vid c None 
The Adventurers finding theſe Sluices had ſo ill Effect upon the Sourh Level, 
(for whoſe Benefit alone they were deſigned, ſaith my Lord Gorges, and Sir 
William Dugdale) and obſerving that: the River on Lenne Side of” the Sluices 
was filted up to Foot, which growing up-of the River was à great Obſtacle to 
1653. Draining: They, Anno 1653, cut Downham Eea, alias St. Fobn's Fea, begin- 
Sr. John's Eea ning above Denver Sluice, ( ſee the Map of Bedford Level) and carrie nearly 
_— Line-right about five Miles along oy the Eaſt Side of the Ouſe towards Lenye, 
to a little below State Bridge. This River, Sir Wilken, Duedalo Tait tas 
made 120 Foot wide, and 10 Foot deep, for the more ſpeedy Conveyance 
away of the Waters out of the South Level, with three Sluices at the End. 
And becauſe of this 10 Foot Choak, the Adventurers found themſelves un- 
der a Neceſſity alſo to cut a new Drain on the Weſt Side Quſe out of Nell. &eel, 
Tong's Drain (ſee the Map!) to fall into Owſe, a little below Stom Bridge, called rol: \ 
evels 


made, drain, or Marſpland Qut, to convey the Waters out 'of *the Middle Lebe 
which before the 10 Foot Choak, fell into Ouſe at Szlters-lode, whereabouts, as 
I have before obſerv'd, there was, before Denver Sluices were erected, a I: 5 of 
10 Foot from the Soil of the Fens to Low-water Mark in the River Ouſe., 
Immediately after theſe, two Drains, vis. Downbam Fea, and Tongs-draig 
were made, the River Ouſe grew up, and: the Sands increaſed more betwe 
Salters-lode- and Stow- bridge, than in any other Part of the River, oecalion d 
chiefly by Downham Eea, through which Part of the Waters that ſhould have 
helped to ſcour away the Sand were turned out of Ouſe for that Length of way z 
rtly by turning many of the Waters of Nene through Tong's Drain, and part- 
| by keeping the Sluice Doors ſhut moſt Part of the Symmer, ſo that no-freſh 
Water at all was ſuffer d to come that way to help to ſcour out the Rivet beneath 
the Sluice. But principally by another Effect of that Dam, whereby the Re- 
ceptacles of the Tides, and the large Indraughts of the Waters, which uſed to 
put up with them from Sea, and were received into the ſaid Rivers, were inter- 
cepted and cut ſhort near 30 Miles of their wonted Flow; by reaſon. whereof 
there wanted that Plenty, Force, and Weight of a Back-Water, which is neceſ- 
ſary to ſcour out the Silt and Sand brought up by the Tides. So that the Ri- 
ver continued to filt up ſo very faſt, that in about three Years time after the ma- 
king Downham Eea its Outfall was choaked up and loft, and the Eea was dammed 
up, and the Bridge at Stow, which had been built over it, was taken down to 
ſave the Charge of maintaining it, and inſtead thereof a Road made croſs it. 
And Downham Eea was of no Uſe till 1666, then the 24 Foot Drain was let into 
it, which was cut from Seam Meere for draining it by Tunnels under the three 
Rivers aforeſaid. But now. thoſe Tunnels are ſtopped up, and the Eea is ren- 
der'd again of little or no Uſe, the Bottom of the Ouſe being higher than the 
Soal of the Sluice next the Ouſe, and alſo as high as the Soil of tha Tens. 
Thus in the Courſe of a very few Years, thoſe very Works which were de- 
ſigned to drain the Fens, | ney cnen+" the South Level) and to have made them 
good Winter Lands, did the Reverſe, i. e. abſolutely drowned the Level, now 
no longer Summer Land. | Ne eh,” wy 
And that Denver Sluices were the Cauſe of this Effect, beſides the Proofs gl- 
ready given in Sed. 5, other Petitions from the Country to the Parliament than 
what are mentioned before, ſet forth, viz. The 
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Te de fume Effect were the Petitions to the Parliament, 0 1696. F 855 
ng 8 10 
TFromthe Owners and Occupiersof Lands i ini the ſeveral Towns . 
S Stret bam Thetford Nosthwold t- Methwola Frlt well Hackwell Milton 
„e Bar- 
ton and —Mildenhall, in the Counties of Suffolk:and' Norfolk, 
and within the South Part of the rnd: Lene of t the: Fes; called Bed: 
ford Level, And, un de el ee e ff 0 fie, * 18 by 
(hog 197 TY | 
| The Caſe: of che Landholders na 1 Inhabitants of more \thiaw: ſixt 2 
and Pariſhes, lying within, and bordering upon the Fi ens | ue 
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Tas the bl; > Rh and Drains 415 tb Adventurers aud 0708} 10 7 Caſe of the 
tain for the common Safery of the Level, haue for divers. Tears been 55 * * 

and ſuffered to be in de . on every. ſmall Flood great Part of the ſaid ; 
Level hath been yearly oH :e, end for ſeveral, Tears been in 4 far Worſe, Con. 
dition than they were before the Undertdkin 

That the Middle and South Level, be des vaſt. Dams, er in formen Pars, baue 
by the Floods of this preſent Tr 175 been, and Warr are entirely drowned. 
and your Petitioners have yearly uſtained Loſſ, es in artle, Corn, Stoc and Provir 
frons, to the Value of One Hun ved 57 Þ Pounds. and. upwards, 10 the TO 
Ruin of great Numbers of the {aig Inhabitants, &c. 

That the Lands in the South Level, which alone can pretend to gelve 275 
From the Sluices at Denver Dam, are of far leſs Value than the. . * xl 
to the ſaid Level, which are, and r Tears paſt /t hau been, er flow 
maged by their meant; and the ſaid South 12 in general 22 
Condition ſince, than it was before the erefling 
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Thus the Sluices at Denver, are agreed on all Sides to be FR Chute g 
Prejudice to Draining, as well as to Navigation; and c e theſ ſe Wh 
to both to have been thus effected. 

In Seck. 2. I have obſerv'd, that the F reſh- water alone of a afiy "River, i is not 

capable of keeping open the Channel and Outfall of an River + to, Seaxward, d, um 
ed with the Ebbs of the Tides, that have a A Power of grinding. 

The Reaſon why Freſh-waters "unaſſiſted by the Tides can 10 Pr erve. and 
maintain their Outfall, is — Water paturkſ ſeeketh he low 75 ane 
winds itſelf into great variety of Meanders to "ry it, mak ing Its. Way. throy 
the very Sink of the Country : C and therefore all 2 bi 9 e ſpecial It 
thoſe which the Tide puts up into, have very little Deſcent; not fix Inches ter 
Mile) and the leſs the Deſcent the further js Navigation extende „ 

Thus in the Thames, a Spring-Tide flows from 12 to 18, and 20 Foot in height 
at London, which 1s between 40 o and 50 Miles o from Sea, :which proves the 
Deſcent of that River to be leſs than the Deſgent of any other Riverin England, 

If the Freſh-waters were to glide along this,caſy Deſcent, their Motion would 
hardly be perceptible, and they could not have Weight and Aon enough - 
grind ; 
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grind; but when the Tides put up from Sea, ( as they do * every 24 
Hours) they raiſe the Eand-waters my their natural Situation; (At Hb don 


obſerve from 12 to 18 Foot in heig | whereby they having acquired this 
height, do, on the Retreat of the Tide to Sea, when it is ſunk into the, Compaſs 


of the Channel, fall by means of this acquired Deſcent with 2 and Ra- 


pidity ſufficietit to grind away the Sand and Sik, 3nd'keep the Cliagkl bpcy. 


n et the River Oufe, at Salter bat, wllichtis as Miles fromm Sea) t 


Waters were raiſed 120 1% Foot above) theif natural Situation; andthe Fide 
putting up into all the other Rivers of Nene, Stole, Brandon, Milaenball and 
Grant, the Quantity of Back- waters Mas thereby ſo greatly ncreaſec enen 
that they ran out in theugteater Room, and kept the larger CHantieb Atl 
But after this Dam or Sluice at:D#nvex AN rected croſs ther Oufeyithe Tidall 
Flood was ſtopped there, and could not put up into Oase, Nene, Sole hennon 
Mildenball, or Grant Rivers, but was forced up the Hundred-foot, or Bed 
River. | KY | 
All theſe Riders being hindred from © receiving the Flobds from Seu, which 
was a prodigious quantity of Water; the Ouſe being heretofore 82 Foot wide, 
where Dehuer Sluices were plac'd, and à Spring- Tidé filling it 14 Foot high 
from Low- water, the Channel and Outfall loſt -almoſt all the Back water it 
uſed to have come down with the Ebb, to ſedùr out the Sand and keep them 
open. For though the Spring- Tides 'flow'd up the Bedford River yer the Bot- 
tom of that River being hot above !five or fi Fook debp inder Soil, (whereas 
the Bottom of the Ouſe was fourteen Foot under Soil) and. the Situation of the 
Bedford River very aſcending, as is plain; for from Salters-lode along this River 


to Exith, is not lialf ſo mam Miles as along the old Ouſe to Hb: therefore the 
Tide could not put up half ſo many Miles into this River, as it did up tire Ouſæ; 
and then too, there wa no other branching Rivers to receive the Tides as Re- 
ceptacles; and during the Neip-Tides, the Flood from Sea could not put up 
into the ar; River at all, becauſe the Bottom of that River is 8 Foot higher 
| than the old Bottom of Ouſe, and conſequently. above the Reach of the, Neip- 
Tides: ( whereas before the Sluices at Denver were erected, the loweſt Nei 
«Tides did put up into the aforeſaid Rivers) and in their Reflux, (followed 
by the Land-waters) they kept the Channel and Outfall i grow1ng up 
even during the Neips. But fince the {aid Sluices were erected, and ſhut the 
Jide out of all the aforeſaid Rivers, and the Bedford River's Bottom is too high 
for the Flood to reach it; the Channel below the Sluice h d no back Waters, du» 
ring the Neips, to keep It open, but the Land-waters only, which. beſides their 
being very inconſiderable in Summer, I have above, and in Sec. 2. ſhew'd, are 
not capable of keeping open any Channel and Outfall lying upon foul Seas. 
Therefore the,Channel below the. Dam at Denver did, immediately after it 
was erected, ſilt up, till its Bottom came to be on a hanging Level with the Bot- 
tom of the Bedford River, i. e. it ſilted and grew up in a very little time eight 
or ten Feet. And this the ſooner too, becauſe the Sluice Doors were often kept 
hut a long time together in the Summer, to hold up the Waters in the Rivers 
above the Sluices for Navigation; ſo that not only the Tide was ſtopp'd out of 
thoſe Rivers, but the Land-Waters were kept in them, ſo as that none 
were ſuffered to come down to ſcour the Channel and Outfall, as is obſery'd: be- 
fore; and therefore the River was depriv'd of almoſt all the Back-Water it an- 
ciently uſed to have come, down to keep it open. 
As the Neip-Tides could not put up the Bedford River at all, and the Spring- 
Tides not half ſo many Miles as they anciently flowed up the Ouſe, and as this 
new River had no branching Receptacles to occaſion an Indraught; therefore by 
that time 1t was High-Water as far as the Tide put up the Bedford River, the 
Ebb was but inconſiderably ſpent at Salters-lode, and conſequently the Water 
there not being ſunk low enough, the Ebb of Bedford River could have no Force 
to grind there; for, as Colonel Dodſon faith, (in his printed Scheme for Drain- 
ing) © no Ebb or Indraught can grind and keep open any Haven or River lyin 
upon foul Seas, but what runs at laſt quarter Ebb; i. e. when the Water is funk 
into the Compaſs of the Channel. Hence, becauſe it ebb'd in the Bedford Ri- 
ver before the Tide was ſunk low enough at Salters-lode, the ſaid Bedford Wa- 
ters could have no Power to, grind till they came toward Germans, where the 
Tide was fo fallen off to- Sea, that the Waters were confined to the Com: 
2 | pa 
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paſs of the Channel: And therefore en as pritg Tide had io Pocher 


to grind out the River upwprfls ; «put, inſtæad thereof dropp'd their Sand 
1 Silt in ſuch manner, $1 $5 HOP? esd that in a ſhort time the Bot- 
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ently 

e Was up, tk e OA, & &, and if ſo, it Joſt its Prope of - grinding 
los given ahove.) Hence it eame to paſs, rhe River CN Ao po Re 

11 Nd nog, than 184 Lenne and the Sea. xſt, che We: | 
ters of - Bedford. River ebb d before the Water at Saltops-lods Was” ſank Is 
NE and adly, Becauſe the Flood ſtagnatetlrat See ld ak Hour, 101 85 , 
had d. time to drop its it, or elſe ebb'd an Hour too ſoon for Lenne, Fn 
dropp'd i its Silt, and (in a great meaſure ) loſt its Property of grinding Þ 
Salters-lode and Lenne: But below: Lenne to Sen ward, the. 


2twee 
Water bei 175 1 
to the Compaſs of the Channel ſooner than above Laune, and Wer d den 


les Space or Ri between Germans and Lynne, which reeeiv'd like 4 82700 
large S Sea Water every Tide, the Reflux of this Ke chief- 
kept the Channel downward from ſilting, ſo faſt as did the Ri yer upwards. 

The River upward grew or ſilted up to that degree in 8u er- time, that i 
Bali of all the Drains for the Fens, and fur Marſhlan 


cho oaked, * 
and tho? they rais'd the Soal of their ie the and re evail'd, 


by the 8 oors of all the Drains were general — 4 in Summer re 115 0 
y.. the Silt. Inſomuch that Williem Staſſond, Eſq; of Denver, obſerved boy 


there b ince, That the Fens were moſt drown'd in the Summer time, 5 

there had nat heen much Rain pr Land. F ladds'in the preceding Winter! But 
* when there had been great Land-Floods' in the Winter, and Fens much 

& drowned then, in the Summer following N ly be dry. 
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So that, whereas before theſe Sluices were erdtcd, * Fens could not be 
drowned at all in Winter but by great F leds ; now ſince the erectin "them, 
thoſe Lands vice verſd, cannot be drained in Summer but by "Fig oods 15 
Winter. This Obſervation moſt evidently proves, that the Sou h 25 phe) was good 
Summer Land, though the Winter Floods were ever fo great before the Ge 
taking; and in moderate Winters whole Years Land.” W 

Such was the precarious State of Draink from the time Denver kij 
were built croſs the River of great Ouſe, leg ate he ET ie 


they were undermined firſt, and afterwards; blown up and deſtroy” 
by es from 8 Amo 1713. up" richly by the 
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of the preſent ſad State of the Nawigation of Lyn and Cambridge, Goc. 
Aud of the Navigable Rivers that have their Conrſe through the great Le- 


vel f the Fens, called Bedford Level; and of draining in thoſe Fens, 
in the Province of Marſhland, and in the Hundreds and Parts adjacent; 
i. e. from the time Denver Slnices were undermined and deftroy'd. by 
| the Tides, Anno 1713. to this preſent Tear, 1725. 36100 


N 
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"A F TER. the , Tides had undermined and blown up Denver Sluices, ſome 
People were big with Expectation of a deeper Channel; eſpecially thoſe 
who did not confider why the Sluice Doors, while ſtanding, were * ſhut ſome 
Weeks together, by the Land Floods' pouring down Bedford River inWinter time: 
(as before deſcrib d.) And indeed, for two dry Years which immediately fol- 
Jowed, the River did deepen, or give way; and all thoſe Outlets for the Water 
(of the Fens of the Province of Marſbland, the Hundred of Clackcloſe, &c.) be- 
tween Salters-lode and Lenne, whic half a Centu paſt had loſt their way to 
Sea, began to find it again. For though they were iy Years, and conſequently 
not much freſh Water in the Rivers above Nerve to come down to grind; yet 
the Land-Floods of the preceding Winter having ſcoured out to Sea much of 
the Silt lodged between Denver and Lyn, and the River in conſequence thereof 
had * way, and the Bottom was lower under Soil; the River Ouſe was 
thereby A {1 of receiving the more Water from Sea, and the Sluices being 
deſtroy'd, the Rivers about Denver, ancient Hog en for the Tides, were 
now free and open to receive ſo much of the Floods from Sea, as could 
flow over the Eight Foot Dam, and through the remaining Ruin of the Sluices: 
And theſe Tidal Floods now finding in ſome meaſure their ancient Courſe again, 
( which they had been depriv'd of above ſixty Years ) and ſpreading themſelves 
every Spring- Tide into the aforeſaid Rivers, natural Receptacles for it; Naviga- 
tion became more certain and eaſy, and leſs chargeable; and theſe Waters fo put 
from Sea, did 1n their Ebb and Reflux deſcend with a Force and Aon, at leaſt 
ſufficient to preſerve and maintain the Depth in the River and Channel between 
Denver and Lyn, which the Land- floods of the preceding Winter had gained; 
and would have drove out the Sands with great Effect, if the — Sluices 
had been removed. when Denver Sluices fell, for the freſh Waters to have had 
their old Courſe, and to have aſſiſted the Tides : But the Bottom of the River 
being rais'd too high by the Sand that had ſubſided and ſettled below the Sluices, 

while they were ſtanding, to ſuffer the Neip-Tides to top them at Salters-lode 
therefore when the ſaid Sluices were deſtroy'd and gone, the Neip-Tides could 
not put up any Waters into the Rivers above Denver, ( as they were wont to do 

before the ſaid Sluices were built); and conſequently, ſuch a little Quantit 
put up from Sea at all, during the Neips, that they had in their Reffux but little 
Power to grind the River and Channel downward. Therefore they were the 
Spring-Tides that put up into the aforeſaid Rivers above Denver, that in their 
Ebb and Retreat to Sea, maintained the River and Channel deeper downward, 
than they were while the Sluices were ſtanding, and while the Tides were by 
them ſtopped out of theſe Receptacles: And had not the Floods from Sea been 
obſtruQed in their Flux and Reflux, by the Rubbiſh and Ruin of Denver Sluices, 
which ſtill to this Day remain; and by the Narrowneſs of their Paſſage through 
that Part of the Sluices left ſtanding, which is but 80 Foot wide for the Wa- 
ter-way, 3 the River was formerly here 150 Foot wide) 'tis highly 
probable they would have ſcoured the Silt and Sand out of the River Ouſe, Lyn- 

haben and the Channel to Sea, with more Effect. 

Bedford u. But as the Bedford is a much higher Situation and greater Aſcent than the 
ters over-ride Cambridge River, (for ſo I call that part of the Ouſe above Denver) and the 
cambridge Reflux of every high Spring-Tide down Bedford River, while the Sluices were 
YON ſtanding, did forcibly keep the Sluice Doors ſhut, till the ſaid Waters were 
ebb'd away and ſunk to a Level with the Land- waters in Cambridge River, to the 
great Hindrance of Navigation: So now, ſince the Sluices are fallen, and yet the 
2 | Hermitage 
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Hermitape Sluices ſtanding, which forces the freſh Water down Bedford River, 

the Ebb' 6f every Spring- Tide out of the ſaid Bedford River flows up the Cam- 
bridge River above an Hout; i. e. the Water at the Mouth of the Bed ord 
River ebbs every Spring-Tide above an Hour ſooner than the Water of the 
Cambridpe River at the Sluices. This Phænomenon evidently demonſtrates 
that While the Sluices were ſtanding, the Waters in Bedford River endeavour'd 
to ebb at leaſt one Hour too ſoon, octaſion'd by its high Situation, and want of 
Branches to receive and draw on tlie Tide; And thus wanting an Indraught, 
the Flood maſt needs be at a Stand; unable to go forward for want of Recepta- 
cles to receive it, and as unable to get back for above an Hour, becauſe the Wa- 
ters below to Sea- ward could not give way ſooner: So, that during this 
Hour, the Tideal Flood being almoſt a dead Water, dropt the Silt brought 
along with them. This the Adventurers confeſſed, in a Paper of Objections 
to the Petition of Lyn, 1654. they ſaid, Fbat the violent Motion of 
Atte Flodd teaſing, the Soil, or Silt, being weighty, immediately ſettled: ” And 
this Soil or Silt (for want of a ſufficient Quantity of back Water to drive it back 
to Sea tigain, never wanted before the Sluices were built) remained fixed in 
the Bottom of the River, and increaſed Stratum ſuper Stratum every Tide, while 
Denver Sluices were ſtanding. So that the Bottom of the River was raiſed 
almoſt as high as the Surface of the Fens, render'd uncapable of receiving 
their Waters, and paſſing them to Sea; and conſequently the ſaid Fens became 
more overflowed, and longer drowned than they ever were before the Sluices were 
built. And Navigation upon the River was confin'd to Spring-Tides only, the 
Neip Tides not flowing high enough to float the Veſſels, tho' flat- bottom'd, over 
the Silt and Sand. | | 


After the Fall of the Sluices, the Ebb of the Bedford Waters flow'd near two The Conſe! 


Hours up the Cambridge River, with additional Silt and Sand every Spring-Tide, 
and dtopt moſt of it between Denver and Littleport: For though the Tides 
which put up above Denver, did in their Reflux, in ſome meaſure, ſcour the 
River below Denver, by Lenne to Sea ; yet thoſe Tides having no freſh Waters 
to raiſe to a Head at Harrimere, (the Onſe being turned down the Bedford River) 
therefore here was ſcarce any back Water in Summer time, to ſcour out the Silt 
dropp'd and ſettled in this Part of the River ; which ſettling of the Silt was 
chiefly occaſion'd by the Hundred-foot Drain over-riding the Ouſe, and makin 
its Waters ſtagnate. Hence it came to paſs, that jt did ſilt up conſiderably in 
thoſe two dry Years that had no Land-Floods between Denver and Littleport, 


Soon after, wet Years enſuing, the Bedford Land-Floods came ; wy with Land. Pad. 


great Rapidity and Violence: And as when the Sluices were ſtanding, theſe 


Bedford Ri- 


Floods, whenever they deſcended, kept the Flood-gates of the Sluices mut for ver, rake an 


Weeks together; now ſince thoſe Sluices are fallen, the Land-Floods that come f 
down the Bedford River take their Courſe through the Remains of the Sluices 

up the Cambridge River, inſtead of running to their natural Outfall by Lyn to 
Sea. And it was obſerv'd in November and December, Ann. 1720. that he Land- 
Floods, which ſo deſcended the Bedford, ran violently up the Cambridge River 
for twenty one Days together without any Intermiſſion, or any Return to be per- 


ceived all that time. 


awkard Courſe 
bridge River. 


The miſchievous Effects of this aukward Courſz or counter Stream were ſoon The Conſe= 
felt; for the Outlets of Marſbland, Clackcloſe, &c. before-mention'd, between 7 


Salters-lode and Lenne, were all choaked up again; and the Bottom of the River 
on Cambridge Side the Sluices, which was (before their Fall) ten Foot deeper 
than the Bottom on the Lenne Side, (the Reaſon becauſe the Sluice-Doors Nut 
the Tides out) as was proved by plumbing in the Preſerice of the late Sir Henry 
Hobart, Mr. Walpole, &c: Ann. 1695. was filted vp that ten Foot in the Compaſs of 
five or fix Years: Three or four Foot of which was raiſed with the Silt carry'd in 
In the twenty one Days aforeſaid. This Miſchief would have been prevented, 
if as ſoon as Denver Sluices fell, the Adventurers had taken up the Sluices at the 
Hermitage, and given the Stream its old Courſe by Hærrimere and Ely to Denver; 
for then the Freſhes incorporating with the Tides, they would jointly Have 
drove out the Sand, and born down all before them to Sea. 

For the Cauſe of this fatal Miſchief I take to have been this : Above Denver, 
from the Time of the Fall of the Sluices until theſe Land-Floods came, the Ri- 
ver was ſilted up with Sand left by theTides from Sea five or ſix Foot; occaſion d 


South Level 
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Cambridge 


River choaked 
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by the, Bedford. over. riding the: Cambridge: River, caus d by the Waters being 
reed 1500 Bedford by the Hermitage Sluices: But ſtill the Bottom of the River 
was four Foot lower on Cambridge than on Lenne Side of the Remams of the 
Sluices. And theſe Sands being driven by every Flood of Tide up che Cam- 
bridge River, were left as high as the Tides went; and the freſh Waters (at the 
Return of the Flood) drove along with them ſome of the Sand leſt by: the 
Salt; now tis certain, tho theſe Waters ſwept before them ſome of the Silt, yet 
there could not be ſo thick a Stratum in that Part of the River, as in the other 
where the Salt comes 1 Tide. Hence it came to paſs, that the Cambridge 
River toward Ely was much deeper than the River toward Denver at Low. water 
Mark, and f the Bottom of the River bad a hanging Level, and 
conſiderable Deſcent from Denver Sluices towards Cambridge. Alſo by means of 
Downham Eea and Tong's Drain (Slakers to Cambridge River and Nene) the Quſe 
was ſo grown up, that before this Land-Flood came, the Bottom of the River at 
Stow-Bridge was four Foot higher than the Bottom of the River above Denver; 
and therefore there was an abſolute Neceſſity for the Bedford River Waters to 
run up, or rather down the Cambridge River, the Deſcent of the River being 
toward Cambridge, and not to the Outfall by Lenne. And what gave Occaſion 
to its continuing to do ſo ſo long, was———the Banks of all the Rivers 
of the South Level, were ruinous and in Decay, and ſo low that the Land- 
Floods ran over them, and drowned the Fens in that Level: for thoſe Banks 


o 


were but little regarded while Denver Sluices ſtood. TAY 

This the Landholders of the Fens, &c. ( ſee P. 83.) teſtify'd. They ſaid, 
that the publick Banks and Drains, which the Adventurers flood obliged to main- 
tain for the common Safety of the Level, had for divers Tears been neglected, and 
ſuffered to be in Decay, whereby on every ſmall Flood greateſt Part of the Level 
had been yearly overflown, &c. SO 

And the Petitions of Stoke, Weerham, Wretton, &c. within the South Diviſion 
of the Fens, ſhew That for Default of maintaining the Banks and Drains, 
&c. the Petitioners Lands in the South Level Toere $2219 drowned, &c. 
So that here was not only the Rivers of Stoke, Brandon, Mildenhall and Grant, 
but the whole South Level open to receive the Floods coming from a vaſtly 
higher Country (than that Level) down the ſteep Bedford Rive. | 

Here being ſo large a Receipt for the Waters, nothing to reſiſt their Paſſage, 
and a great Deſcent for them that occaſioned a large Indraught this way; and 
from the Mouth of Bedford River, towards the Outfal by Lenne, Sands four 
Foot higher than the Bottom of Cambridge River; and the Low-water Mark, in 
the Ouſe, below Salters-lode, higher than the Soil of the Sourh Level ( though 
x jabs the Sluices were eradted, Low-water Mark was there 10 Foot under Soil ) 
of natural Conſequence the Bedford Land-floods could not get to Sea by Lenne, 
where they met with ſuchhigh reſiſting Sands, but muſt of mere neceſſity run 
towards Cambridge, where a..low Country was open to teceive them. 

And the Tides from Sea putting up the Cambridge River, carried with them 


wp four Foot in d great deal of Silt ; and the Land-Floods deſcending the Bedford, having an 


21 Days. 


Indraught into the South Level, and flowing on without any return back, either 
of Sea or Land-water while the Bedford Flood laſted, ( there being no Ebb all 
that time in the River Ouſe, above Denver) to ſcour out the Silt that ſubſided, 


the ſaid River above Dender grew up four Foot in the 21 Days Flood aforeſaid : 


which was occaſioned entirely by the Bedford Land-Floods taking their aukwar 

Courſe through the Remains of Denver Sluice into the South Level, and which 
they were forced to do, the Hermitage Sluices preventing them taking their an- 
cient Courſe by Harrimere and Ely. And when the Bedford Land-Floods were 
over, and the Water received into the South Level were not hindred by them 
from getting back into the River to make its way to Sea; yet there being an 8 
Foot Dam, and the Ruin of Denver Sluices croſs the Ouſe to obſtruct their Paſſage, 
and they being expanded over ſo large and flat a Level, and having ruined 
Banks, Ledge, @*c. to Soil through in their way back; and the River through 
which they were to get to Sea, choaked up almoſt as high as the Soil of that Le- 
vel, they could not return with any quick Motion, but ſtrained through 
Reeds, Oc. as through a Steve, ſo that they had but little Weight and Action 
to grind out the Sands lodg'd in the River, which was grown ſo high, that Low- 


water Mark was become above the Surſace of the ſaid Level; and therefore 


that 


. 

that Diviſion of the Fens continued ſurrounded, with a De th of ſo much Wa- 
ter as was left by the Floods, and as; was, no higher than Low-water Mark in 
the River, until the Sun and Air exhaled them, and dried them up. For tho? 
St. Fobn's Eea was made by the Adventurers a Slaker to the, South Level, yet 
becauſe the River Ouſe was choaked up, and its Bottom raiſed high with Sand, 
the Waters of St. Fobn' 5 were ohſtructed and hindred from getting to Sea. 
So that that Cut which ha coſt a vaſt Sum of Money became of no Uſe to con- 
vey any Waters from off the South Leyel to Sea. And while it was of no Ser- 
vice to the Level, it prov'd prejudicial to the contiguous Lands without the Le- $t.Johli Ee 
vel; for the Waters: that came into it out of the Fens ran over its Banks, and drowns the 
drowned the adjacent r which Was, before St. Fobn's Eea was made, Conn 
rich Meadow and Paſture Land, and continually diy, but ſince almoſt continu- 
ally, drowned. Jarl awoT 5 M. do Annen gabi T ord inn 

And by means of the River Ouſe being thus choaked and ſilted u the Land- 
Floods and Waters of the middle Level, whoſe natural and only Outfall is by 
Lyn, could not get to Sea, any more than thoſe of the South Level. For tho 
Tongs Drain was made at a great Expence a Slaker to the Middle Level, yet it 
did that Level no more Service than St. John's Eea did the South Level, (there- 
fore, contrary to Law, Engines are here ml, while it does the adjacent Coun- 
try more Damage; for the Adventurers at all times running their Waters thro 
the Perch le into Tong's Drain, the Lands in Wiggenball, Clackcloſe, and great 
Part of Marſhland, which lye without the Level, are made à Baſon and Re- 
ceptacle for the Waters of the Middle Level, and drowned the whole Tear 
round; whereas, before Tong's Drain was made, the ſaid Lands were continually Tong Date 
dry, and were rich Meadow and Paſture, Thus the Adventurets, who under- drown: tbe 
took to drain the Fens, and make them Winter Lands, have not only drown- 09-9 
ed thoſe Fens, and made them neither Winter nor Summer Lands, but they 
have alſo drowned above 60,000 Acres of Land without the Bounds of the Fens, 
which was, before Denver Sluices gave Occaſion to the Decay of the Outfall 
Lyn, rich Meadow and Paſture, (See the Petition of Marſhland and Clack-cloſe, 
p. 65, 83.)——This extenſive Deluge and Depopulation was fatally cauſed by 
the Adventurers having Power by Act of Parliament to ere& any new Works, as 
well without, as within, the ſaid great Level, for the conveying the Waters of 
the ſaid great Level by convenient Outfalls to the Sea. Without this Power they 
could not have made thoſe Works that were the Deſtruction of Draining ; 74 
that it may be faid they obtam'd a Power to deſtroy themſelves. _ 

There are who aſſign Reaſons for repealing the Clauſe in the Act of Parliament, 
25 gives Power- to the Adventurers for extending their Works without the 

evel. ws Pb | 

They fay, by that Power were Denver Sluices built, arid St. Fobn's Eea and 
Tong's Drain made; which Works have almoſt deſtroy'd the Outfall of the Ri- 
ver Ouſe, the Draining in the Fens, and the Navigation of Lyn. 4 1 WM 

By that Power Sluices were built croſs Wisbech River at a vaſt Expence, to 
the Prejudice of that Outfall, long ſince deſerted as uſeleſs. 

By that Power they attempted Damming croſs, and diverting Wisbech River; 
for when the Commiſſioners of Sewers demanded of the Adventurers, By what 
Authority they did it? Mr, Chicheley, then Surveyor-General of that Corpora- 
tion, anſwered, That by Act of Parliament they had Power. "ft 5 

Under Colour of ſuch Power they form'd Schemes for Cuts from Wishech to 
Lyn, and from Fea Brink to Lyn; and to ſet Sluices at the End of that Cut at 
Lyn Harbour it ſelf. As ſuch Projects as theſe would be the Deſtruction of Na- 
vigation and Draining, they ſay it ought not to be in the Power of the Adven- 
turers to attempt them. And that therefore the ſaid Clauſe ought to be repeal- 
ed, and it would be for the Intereſt of Draining to have it repealed. | 

But be that as it may, I proceed to inform you, that as Draining ſtill continu- 
ed to decay after Denver Sluices were demoliſh'd, Navigation was alſo render'd 
as bad (by means of the River being choaked up above Denver with Sand, oc- 
caſion'd chiefly by the back Courſe of the Land-Floods) as when the Sluices 
were ſtanding, bating the Loſs of Time waiting at the Sluice, and Hazard in 
mW ETC Ss 6” e -e | 

That theſe Reaſons do truly aſſign the Cauſes of theſe Effedts, ſo pernicious 
to Navigation and Draming, our vn Obſervations: demonſtrate ;'We obſerve, 

e's | that 


[6] 


that in every ordinary Spring- Tide, the 'Floods from Sei chat pur up de 


Bedford River, do Ebb, or begin to return back again above an Hour ſooner than 
the Ebb begins in the Cambridge River, and dpring that time run up that, River 
with the Tide, the Tide flowing above an Hour longer in the Cambridge, than 
inte e eee 97 Dane BP Sint) eee 
And in every high Spring-Tide, the Flood runs two Hours longer up the 
Cambridge River than up the 1 877 and during theſe two Hours returns 
back again down the Bedford, and with the Tide runs up the Cambridge River 
rn eee WIT 
And in Raking- Tides, the Ebb of the Sea - water which had put up the Bedford 
River, and indeed the freſh Waters following that Ebb, run up the Cambridge 
River perpetually, and does not return back again at all, while thoſe extraordi- 
nary high Tides continue; of , which the Town Pilot of Lenne, and the eldeſt 
Bridgman of that Port, were with me Eye-witneſs; fo that high Tides which 
ſcour ovt all other Rivers, .choak this up. And theRiver not being Imbanked 
above Littleport on the Weſt Side, and the Waters of Ouſe being ſtopt by the 
Hermitage Juice at Erith, and ſo turned down the Bedford River, and conſe- 
ently ſcarcely any freſh Waters in the River above Denver to incorporate with 
ie Tides, there is fuch an Indraught for the Floods from Sea, and the Ebbs of 
the Hundred-foot Waters which run with themup the Cambridge River, that they 
all of them keep running forward through Ely Bridge three or four Days toge- 
ther without any return; this Mr. Bateſon was an Eye-witneſs of: And the 
whoſe Buſineſs is upon the River affirm, it conſtantly does fo every high Tide; 
and at Stretbam the Ferry-man affirmed, at the time of our obſerving at Denver 
and Ely, &c. that the Waters continued riſing there ſeveral Days together, &c. 
Cauſeef Cam This Water receiv'd above Denver, not ebbing back agam till after the Spring- 
brides River Tides begin to fall off, as *tis impoſſible they ſhould, being over-rid by the 
filting ww. Waters of the new Bedford River, the Silt and Sand brought up with thoſe 
Tides from. Sca, and the Ebbs of Bedford Waters doubly filtey joining them, 
ſubſide and remain fixed to the Bottom of Cambridge River; inſomuch that Mr. 
Stafford of Denver affirms, that the ſaid River between Denver and Li:tleport 
ſilted up one Foot this preſent Year. And indeed it naturally muſt be ſo: For 
theſe Spring-Tides putting up the Cambridge River, having ſcarcely any Land- 
waters to be rais'd above their natural Sitvation, fo as to acquire a Weight ſuffi- 
cient to ſcour out the Silt the Sea- waters leave, therefore the ſaid Silt or Sand 
remains in the Bottom of the River, and increaſeth every Spring-Tide between 
Denver and Fly, and as high as thoſe Tides reach . 
This vnnatural Effect is altogether owing to the Hundred-foot Drain, or (as 
it is ſometimes call'd) the New Bedford River: For the Spring-Tides and Land- 
Floods which naturally ſcour out all other Rivers, keep open their Channels, 
and maintain their Outfalls to Sea, are here, by the indirect, or rather back- 
5 ward Courſe, render'd greatly noxious, in choaking up one of the moſt famous 
Rivers in the Kingdom. | e N r, "a: „ 
After it became a common Obſervation, what Prejudice the Cambridge River 
ſuffer'd by the aukward and unnatural Courſe of the Bedford Land- floods, (as 
deſcrib'd before:) The Corporation of Lenne foreſeeing that their Navigati- 
on to Cambridge, Ely, Mildenball, Brandon, Thetford, Bury, Stoke, &c. would 
thereby in time be utterly loſt, the Mayor of Lenne wrote to the Corporation of 
Adventurers then fitting at Ely, the following Letter concerning the ſame. 


GENTLEMEN, PE King's-Lyn, April 3. 1721. 
4 eek HE great Danger of the Loſs of our Navigation to Cambridge, by the Land- 
The Mayor if Floods of the Hundred-foot Drain falling with the Tides from Sea into the 
Lyn's Leer River of great Ouſe at Denver, ſilting up that River above the Reach and Return 
to the Adr en- 


fo the e, of the Ebb, being repreſented to the Gentlemen of this Society at their Common 
the Silting uy Hall, with Inſtances of Demonſtration ;, I am deſired by them to communicate it to 
of the Rivers. your Corporation, at their general Meeting, as a Matter of the bigheſt Importance, 
worthy your Enquiry and Examination. And in behalf of this Corporation, ear- 

neſily to deſire youll vouchſafe ſuch due Care to be taken therein, as ſo weighty 

an Affair may neceſſarily require. This is directed to be. preſented to you 2 0 

2 anas 
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"rhie Evening, at the Fen-Office in the Inner-Temple, London.” Preſent 
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The Court proceeded to take into Conſideration the Complaints ſet forth in 
the Letter of the Mayor of Lyn, concerning which Mr. Surveyor-General was 
directed at laſt Ey Meeting to'take'a View; with the Aſſiſtance of Mr. Cole 
and Mr. Saffery. And reading the Order made at the ſaid Ely Meeting, and 
hearing Mr. Surveyor-General his Report, with the Opinion of Mr. Rowley, 
« who aſſiſted in the View, and took all the Soundings from Glayhith to Lenne. 
This Court is o, Opinion, that ſo much of the Rivers of Grant and Ouſe, as run 
within the Boundls of this Corporation, are in a Condition ſufficient for the Nayiga- 
tion thereof; and do order, That My. Surveyor-General do acquaint the Mayor of 
Lyn with their Enquiry and Opinion. onde 2211 ent 10 2 
1 f | | W. PL AX TO N, Dep. Reg. 


There being, according to this Report, a Depth of Water in the Cambridge 
River ſufficient for Navigation four Years ago, vis. Anno 1721. but now at this 
Time, Anno 1725. not one Foot Water at Low-water Mark, a little above Sal- 
ters-lode, or beyond Denver Sluices, and that Water above the Soil of the Fens, 
( where the River was ten Foot under Soil) whereby Navigation is obſtructed 
and loſt during the Neip-Tides in the ſaid River and Rivers above the Remains 
of the Sluices, it ſhews how greatly the Cambridge River grows and ſilts up year- 
ly; and as this River hath its Bottom thus raiſed higher and higher by degrees 
with Sand from Sea, it thereby receiving the leſs Water from the Tides to ſcour 
out the Ouſe, that famous River, its Channel and Outfall, ſilts up by degrees too, 
inſomuch that at this preſent time, at Lote- water Mart, the Water is not eight 
Inches deep in many Parts of the River, and its Bottom in many Places is as higb, 
or higher, than the Soil of the Fens, (ſo that the Fens cannot drain). nor can 
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The Adventu- 
rers Anſwer« 


there be any Navigation maintain'd between Lenne and the Country during the - 


Neip-Tides, becauſe the Bottom of the River from Srow upwards is in many 
Places too high for the Neip-Tides to reach; and J have ſeen Gangs of Barges 


lye a- ground ſeveral Days together, and wait till the Spring- Tides put up. 
And in Lenne-haven the Channel 1s ſo ſhallow, that People frequently ride 
and walk over, where anciently Ships uſed to ride afloat at Low-water. And 
in the Channel to Seaward there is but 2, 3, 4, 5 Foot Water, ſo that no Ships 
can come up to Lenne but with Spring-Tides; whereas before Denver Sluices 
were erected, they could ſail between Lyn and the Sea with: Neip- Tides 
And the Roads Filmne and Ferrier are quite grown up; where Ships uſed to ride 
in three or four Fathom Water; and now the Ships ride at Anchor as low down 


as the Well or Lenne Deeps. 


Thus the Ship Roads and Channels below Lenne fuffer as much as the River 
above; ſo that no Ships can come up to Lenne during the Neips, any more than 
Barges can go from Lenne to Cambridge, Bedford, &c. during the Neips. Such 
Prejudice has Navigation received already. And of ſuch Diſadvantage have 
the Works for Draining been to Draining—— That the great Level of the Fens 
(before the Undertaking good Summer Lands, and which the Adventurers were 


to 


1 | 


[98 ] 
to make good Winter-Lands);are-by means of their Works. become ( eſperially 
thoſe Lands for whoſe Sake Denver Sluices were made) a perfect Lorna, 2 
ſtanding Pool of Water, and ſo they muſt continue. I: 

And not only the Fens ſuffer hereby, but much of the adjacent Country, and 
all the Low-Lands in the Fiegenballs and in Marſhland ; for tho' that Province 
is defended from the Body of the Fen Waters by the Powdyke, yet they are 
drowned in their own Downfall Water, and the Fen Water, which is unjuſtly 
Jet in upon them by the Adventurers through Tong's Drain; and which they 
can't run off, becauſe the River Ouſe, their ancient and natural Outfall, is grown 
up too high for them to drain by: Therefore Marſhland (as Things wn Raga) 
runs a double Riſque of Inundation.——Firſt, from the Land Waters, which 

Marſbland overflow the Fens, and riſe high againft the Powdike in time of Floods, whereby 
runs a double the ſaid Powdike is in danger to be rent and torn, undermin'd and blown up. 
Riſque of In- For theWaters being dilated and ſpread over a great Level, off which they cannot 
daten. run, the Wind will have Power to raiſe ſuch violent Waves againſt the Powdike, 
| as will break and tear it to pieces. This all indifferent Men who have Expe- 
rience of the Fens apprehend : For it is well known there was a Bank between 
Upwell and Welney four Miles long made to preſerve Londoners Fen, which Bank 
by its often tearing, breaking and blowing up, after great Sums of Money ex- 
pended, 1t wearied out the Undertakers; and 8 the Waters aroſe not at any 
time above three Foot in height in the Level againſt that Bank, they having 
Liberty to ſpread themſelves over the great Level of the Fens. From whence 
it muſt be concluded, that now all the Outfalls of the Level are loſt to draining, 
the Fen Waters riſe high againſt Marſhland Banks, they by their Weight and the 
Beat of the Waves will, one time or other, tear, rend, and blow up the Powdike, 
and utterly deſtroy Marſhland, unleſs the River Osſe be reſtored to its ancient 
Depth. Wo UE | 
A ſecond Riſque of Inundation this Province runs is from the Sea, for if thro? 
the Rage of its 'Tides, a Breach of Bank ſhould happen at the Frontier Town of 
Terrington, (where many have happen'd ) that whole Province, or the greater 
Part of it muſt be ſurrounded with Salt-waters, for want of their ancient Drains 
to run it off again into Ouſe, to the total Deſolation of that fruitful Country, 
. and the utter Ruin of its numerous Inhabitants. | , | 
; And as I have proved, that thoſe Spring-Tides and Land-Floods which ſcour 
all other Rivers, keep open their Channels, and maintain their Outfals, are moſt 
unnaturally prejudicial to this River Ouſe; as thoſe very means, which according 
to the Laws of Motion eſtabliſhed by Divine Wiſdom 1n the Nature of Things, 
have their proper Effe& on all other Rivers, and which they had on the River 
Ouſe whilſt left in its natural Courſe, now prove ruinous and deſtructive to the 
River ; from Experience and from parity of Reaſon it 1s demonſtrable, that the 
Navigation up Stoke, Brandon, Mildenball and Grant, or Cambridge Rivers, muſt 
in a very few Years be loſt: And which the following Affidavit proves beyond 
Contradiction. : | 


FTI January the 2oth, 1723. John Fuller Beakner and Maſter Pilot of the Port 
2 Pier pf Captain John Edwards, and Captain Samuel Long, Maſters 4 
21 8 of Ships of the ſaid Port, and Thomas Badeſlade, Gent. Surveyor 
and Profeſſor of the Mathematicks, do ſeverally make Oath, That they at the Re- 
queſt and by the Direction of the Mayor and chief Magiſtrates of the Burgh and 
ort of Lyn aforeſaid, did on Monday the Twentieth Day of January Inſtant, 
tale a View, and ſurvey that Part of the River of Great Ouſe, that is adjacent 
zo the Place where Denver Sluice lately . 10 and were there three Hours before 
Flood from Sea : Where they were met by William Stafford, Eſq; and Mr. Peter 
Bateſon; and all of them did obſerve, and do certify and report, That the 7 
Floods deſcending the Hundred. foot Drain, ( otherwiſe called Bedford River )] in- 
ſtead of having its due Courſe toward the Sea, did run violently through the Re- 
mains of Denver Sluices toward Ely and Cambridge, at the time of our firſt 
coming thither, and continued ſo to do till the Flood-Tide from Sea came up to that 
Place, and then both the Tide from Sea and Land-flood united, and ran together 
2 e But the Tide did not put up, or ſet into the Hundred. foot 

iver at all, | | 


And 


% 
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- dud ee ee hey vers informed by the Ferry-men, 
e eren, . Ferry re. tb , e, thoſe rer, the 
the Tides and Land. Fbodt had continued to vun in that Manner or Courſe to- 


manner of return to Senad. n 7 
That —_ Depiments did all of them ride” about "one Mile up the ſaid Bedford 
| River Bank, to a Croſs Bank in the Waſbes, and did there obſerve the ſaid Waſhes, 
which are above balf a Mile over, and 20 Miles in length covered with a great 
Depth of Water; and have good reaſon to belizve, the Flood will ſtill continue 
running up toward Cambridge for ſome time longer. And do believe and aſſert, 
that unle /t ſome ſpredy Means be uſed to prevent theſe Land-Floods from this 
aukward Courſe, contrary to their natural Outful to Sea, the River to Cambridge 
will by them and the Tides be entirely filted up, and in a ſbort time both Naviga- 
tion and Draining be wholly loft, &e. 90 apn e lo r 


Jurat apud Lenn Regis in Ilohn Fuller, John Edwards, 


. yet 2 am. Long, ho. Badeſlade, 


And Fanuary the 26th Inſtant, we were at Denver Sluices again about one 
Hour before Flood from Sea, andthen obſerved that the Waters deſcending the 
Bedford River, continued running through the Remains of the Sluices towards 
Cambridge; and the Ferry-man told us, there had not been any return of Wa- 
ter out of Cambridge River toward the Outfal by Lyn, ſince we were there on 
the acth Inſtant. We at the ſame time obſerved, that though the Land-waters 6 
in the Hundred-foot Drain were abated and ſettled one Foot at the Mouth, fince 
the 20th, yet the Water kept rifing in the Cambridge River, and had ſwell'd ſince 
the 2oth 8 Inches; fo that tis plain, the Waters which deſcend the Bedford 
River, flow through the Remains of the Sluices towards Cambridge, as long as 
the Land-Floods continue. . A W 

Thefe Waters ſo running up the Cambridge River, topt and overflow'd the Ti Fr 

Banks of that River on the Ea, Side, in many Places between Littleport- Chair — 
and Fly ; as alſo the Banks of ſome of the other Rivers that have their Courſe 
through the Sourh Level, infomuch that the Level is drowned to a great Depth 

and the Surface of the Water that ſurrounded it, is even with the Surface of | 
the Water in the Rivers, | TIT 

At Ely we obſerv'd, (though the Land-Floods deſcending the Bedford River, 

ran 4. del through the Remains of Denver Sluices toward Conbeidgs, YE 
the Floods deſcending from Cambridge through Grant River, ran with a fron 
Current through Hl Bridge, and kept that Caurſe to about five Miles below Ey, 
where 1t met with the rare Waters; and there reſiſting each other, they 
riſe high, top the Banks of the South Level, and drown it to a great Depth: oer 
And as Low-water Mark in the River Ouſe, was in Auguſt laſt (when the Water che drowned o 
was lower than at any other time of the Year N above one Foot higher than the Condition ef 
Soil of the Fens; ſo as the Bottom of the River is raiſed higher every Lear, V. 
the Fens will be more drowned every Year. And as this laſt Winter's Land-Floods, 
which began to turn up the Cambridge River in Fanuary, and continued that auk- 
ward Courſe near a Month, laid another Stratum of Silt and Sand above Denver; 
theFens, particularly in the Sourh Level, the Waters will be hemm'd in by this Bar 
of Sands, and the Lands be rendred utterly unprofitable ; for they are drown'd 
to ſuch a Depth, that the Sun cannot exhale the Waters, nor dry themup: And 

from Haddenbam Hills in our View of the Fens, we obſerv'd; they were all to 
the South and Eaſt bright, excepting here and there a Reed or fallow Buſh, and 
ſome {mall Tra& of Grounds which appeared above the Waters; and thoſe here- 
tofore rich Meadows from Audrey Bridge to Stretham Ferry, we found drowned 
on both ſides of the River. At Stretham Ferry we took Boat, and went to Sir 
Roger Fennyn's Engine Mile, which is placed upon a great Drain belonging to 
Cottenham; thoſe very Lands which this Engine is intended to drain, (and 
which was heretofore rich Meadow) we found (drowned ; as were the Fens of 
Stretham, Landbeach and Waterbeach, &c. From Stretham Ferry-to Harrimere 

all drowned; and beyond Harrimere, on the Faſt of the Rivers Grant'and Ouſe, 

all the Fens and Low-lands as far as the Pariſh of South Lyn, were in the ſame 
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ſopp'd Condition. About Ely the Fens fo overflow'd, that moſt of the Market 
People come from Sobam to Ely by Boat over the Fens. 
| All thats formerly fine River Meadows from Erich to Harrimere being almoſt 


continually ſopp'd, are (even after the Waters are ſuckt up by the Sun) become 
very courſe, and conſequently of far leſs value then they were, before the Ad- 
ventureſhip ; and the 8 plain, becauſe. then the Land-Floods paſſed 
quickly over them, to a good Outfal (now decay d) doing good in their Paſſage, 
by dropping the rich Soil of the high Countries upon them; but now for want of 
a good n they ſtay ſo long, as to eat out the Heart and Goodneſs of the 
Ground. + DRC RES Tn Wr 
| Tho! they were formerly rich valuable Land, and now are render'd hut of 
little profit; yet fo ignorant are the Landholders for the moſt Part, that they de- 
clared they would agree to lay Eight- pence per Acre on all the Fens thereabouts, 
to oppoſe any Bill that may be brought into Parliament, for putting the * 
into the Channel it had when the ſaid Fens were in a flouriſhing Condition. It 
was rightly obſerved by Sir Clement Edmonds, in his Report to the Lords of the 
Council, concerning the Draining of the Fens That he that 1will de any 
good in Sewing, muſt do it againſt the Will of ſucb as ſhall have Profit by it. 

In our Perambulation up the 1co Foot, we took notice of the Condition of the 
Eaſt Part of the Middle Level, and of the Weſt Part of the South Level, by its 
own Downfall, to be plaſhy, courſe, and ruſhy throughout; and in our return 
found from Littleport to Denver, that Side to be much in the fame Condition with 
the other Side next the 100 Foot. „ 
Mr. Stafford waited on a Gentleman, who told him, that his Lands in the 
Weſt Part of the South Level, by its Downfall and Sock, for want of an Out- 
fal, are made ſo coarſe and ruſhy, that he let them from 2 to 35. 4d. per 
Acre, which were in former times IE. for 8 to 10 5. per Acre; and that he had 
a Rental of his Littleport Eſtate in his Grandfathers Time of 15001. per Ann. 
now about 600 J. per Ann. In his Lands, for about two Miles in length, 
above the Chain Farm, we did not ſee one Stack of Hay, nor any Cattle in them 
except four Horſes ; and at the Chain were told, thoſe Lands were moſt unte- 
nanted ; and we found the Chain Farm that has a Mill, drowned. : 

The ſame Gentleman ſhew'd Mr. Stafford a Paper his Grandfather left for his 
Poſterity ; wherein he ſays, if any Emergencies ſhould happen to oblige to ſell, 
that the Littleport Eſtate be reſerved for the laſt; for there may come a Time 
for that Eſtate to be of the ſame Value it was before the Adventurers had any 
28 in the Fens; to whom he was always averſe, and had juſt reaſon to 

0. | 

As the Fens are thus overflow'd, and a great Part of them render'd utterly 
unprofitable, the Revenue of the Adventurers Taxes rais'd upon the 95,000 
Acres, to maintain the Works of Draining, and pay their Officers Salaries, 1s 
proportionably diminiſhed; and was it not for a great Number of the Lanholders 
throwing the Fen Waters over Banks into the River and Drains, by Engines 
made at their own Expence; they ſay, the whole Body of the Fens would be- 
come unprofitable, and Taxes enough could not be rais'd to maintain the Works, 
and to pay Salarics. 


The Salaries, &c. amount to above co J. per Ann. viz. 


| J. J. 

Surveyor- General- — 200 dluice-Keepers of the North Level 40 
Recelver- General oo Ditto of the South and Middle Level 60 
Deputy-Receiver 30 The Charge of the Fen- Office int , 3 


Auditor _ _ 50 the Temple — 
His Itinerant Charges — 5 Allow'd to the Treaſurer for the 
Regiſter - — — 60 Entertainment of the Corpora- 
His Itinerant Charges! — 5 tion Officers, & c. at the Audit p10 
Surveyor of the Shubb Level—— 70 and Meeting yearly in April, a- 
Deputy Surveyor 30 bout — — — 
Two Surveyors of the Middle The Mace-Bearer — 05 
Level. 100 8 
Surveyor of the North Level — 60 Sum total per Ann. —985 
And 


[ 95, ] | 


And the Works of Draining, were they all maintain'd that the Corporation 
charge themſelves with, as they ought to be, are very great, vis, 


The Banks, Rivers, and Drains maintain'd by the Corporation of Adventu- _ * 
maintain in 
the North 
Level. 


rers * in the North Level, which Diviſion of the Fens lieth between the River 
Welland and Morton's Leam, and bears in Proportion of the Draining Taxes of 
the whole 95,000 Acres, about a Sixth Part of the Tax. Aa 
The Bank agamſt Welland River from Peakirk to the Bars at the Weſt End of 
Crowland, and the Weer Dike to the ſame. add | 
Mearington new Drain, with its Banks and Weer Dikes, | 
The Drain called the Szoor-nook Drain, from Stoor-nook to the Adventurers 
Lands in Borrow-great Fen, and from thence by the Outring Dike of the ſaid 
Adventurers Lands to the Faſt Corner thereof; and from thence by the Pepper 
Lake to new. South Eea, to Clows-Croſs, and from thence by the Shiey Drain to 
the Sea. We * | D 
The Wride Stream. | | WOT 
The Eighteen- foot Drain through Murrow Common to Clorws-Croſs. | 
Thorney Dike from Catwater by Willow-Hall, as far as the Saſs in the North 
Bank of Morton's Leam. | 
The North Bank of Morton's Leam. 


The Middle Level heth between Morton's Leam and Bedford River, and bears 
in Proportion of the Draining Taxes about a twenty fifth Part. 

The Banks, Rivers, or Drains, 1n this Part of the Level, now maintain'd by 
the Corporation, are OE - 
The South Bank of Morton's Leam, and Wear Dikes. 

Stanground Saſs, . | 
| 5 old Courſe of the River Nene from e e Saſs to Vell Creek Saſs, 
with the Saſſes at Flood's Ferry near Whittleſey Dikes End, and the Saſs at the 
lower End of Well-Creek, > 

Wittleſey Dike. | | 22855 Ma 

Bevil's Leam from Wittleſey Meer to the Saſs near Baldwin. Gloſſom's Houſe, 
at the lower End of Waldefea Receptacle. | 

Moor's Drain from Bevil's Leam to the old Nene below Marc. 

The Def Dike from PVittleſey to the old Nene. | 

New Dike from Connington Brook at the upper Corner of to Hook-Lode. 

Hook-Lode to the old Nene by Burbridge Stream into the old Nene. | 

Monk's Lode. | | ; 

The Drain from Raveley's Nook to Burbridge Stream, between Wood-wwalton 
Common, and Ramſey and Raveley Common, 1 | 

The Forty-foot Drain from the Veſt Outring Dike of the Adventurers Lands, 
taken out of "pray in, Warbois, Ramſey, &c. to Welch's Dam. 

The Weſt Water from the Forty-foot through Benwick. 

The Drain leading from Chatteris Ferry to Slade Gate, and fo to the Forty- 
foot Drain. | | | 

The Twenty-foot Drain from Erith Common to Well Creeb, with the Bank 
thereof, and Sluices therein. 5 

That Part of the Weſt Water from Samerſbam Town by Holwoods and 
Middle Moor, and fo to the Counter Waſh between the Twenty-foot Bank and the 
Weſt Bank of Bedford River, with the Sluices and Tunnels therein. 

Hammond's Eea from the Adventurers Lands in Somerſbam-high Fen to the 
Twenty-foot Drain aforeſaid. 0 ) 

Old Bedford River, with the Bank thereof, from Erith to the old Ouſe, with 
the Sluices thereunto belonging. 


. 


The South Level is from old Bedford River to Stoke, Feltwell, Mildenhall, and South Level. 


Middle Le- 
vel. 


that Part of the Upland Country adjoining, and bears in proportion to the 


Draining Taxes about a ſeventeenth Part. 


_— 11 


* Tranſcribed from the Hiſtory or Narrative of the Great Level of the Fens, call'd Bedford Level; 


written by Samuel Frtrey, Eſq; Surveyor of the Middle Level: Publiſhed, 4. D. 1685. This Book has 
been allow'd in Evidence, N 


The 


) 


WV. 


The Banks, Rivers and Drains in this Level, maintained by the faid Corpora- 
tion, areas followeth, vis. | RS 
South Bank of the River Ouſe, from the hard Lands of Swacey, &c. to the 
| Hermitage, and the Saſs or Sluice there. | | 1 45 | 
; + Fhe Ki ver called New Bedford River, from the Hermitage to Salters-lode, with 0 
the Banks, Forelands, Wear-dikes and Sluices thereof. 
The Dram that-leads from Ewel Fen to Audrey Cauſeway, and from thence in- 5 
to the Old Ouſe at Audrey Bridge. = 
Grunty Fen Drain, from Grunty Fen to the Old Ouſe, at Littleport- chair, with 3 


its Banks. 1-881 
Part of Old Velney River. 
Little OY Drain. 1 6 { | ; | x 2 
NMaid-lode and Modney Drain, with the Sluices to the ſame. X 
The Drain that carries away Hogginton Brook, with the Banks to be raiſed. 2 


The River Grant from Clayhith to Harrimere, with the Banks, Forelands, 
Were-dikes, and Sluices thereof. ö . 

The Banks of Old Ouſe, from Harrimere to Chitterings. 

The New long Drain from Wicken-high Fen to the Tunnel, under Sobam New 
River, and ſo to the Tunnel under Mildenhall River; from thence to the Tunnel 
under Brandon River, and fo to the Tunnel under Stoke River; and from thence 
through Downham Eea to the Sluice, at the lower End thereof near Stow 
Brid E. F ö = 

The Eaſt Banks of 'Ouſe, from Harrimere to the Brick Sluice, at Prich-willow, 
within the Wear-dyke thereof. | 

The new Bank on the Welt Side of the River Ouſe from Harrimere to Ely High- 
Bridge. | 

| The Drains from the Eaſt End of the Adventurers Lands, taken out of Sobam 
Common to the Wear-Dike of Mildenball River. 

Mildenhall River with the Banks, Forelands, and Wear-Dikes thereof. 

The Eaſt Banks of the River Ouſe, from Mildenhall River to the Sluice at the 
lower End of Mildenhall Drain near Lttleport-chair, 

Mildenball Drain, from the laſt mentioned Sluice to Mildenball Common. 

The River Ouſe with the Banks, Forelands, Wear-Dikes, Sluices, and Tunnels 
thereof; from Littleport-chair to Denver Dam, excepting the Sluices, Tunnels, 
and Water-Works hetetofore made and maintain'd by Edmond Skipwith, Eſq; de- 
ceas'd, and other particular Owners of Lands within or near the ſaid great Le- 
vel, for his or their own paivate Benefit. 

Lakenhbeath Drain from Wainsford Brook to the Tunnel under Lakenbeath 
New-Lode, and ſo to the Tunnels under Brandon River. | | 

Brandon River with the Banks, Forelands, and Wear-Dikes thereto belonging. 

Feltwell Drain to its Outfall into the River of Ouſe at Palmer's Houſe. 

Sam's Cut from Felttoell to the River Ouſe, | 

Stoke River with the Banks, Forelands, Wear-Dikes, and Sluices. 

A Tunnel under Methwold-lode for the draining of Norwold Fens. 

Roxham Drain with the Banks thereof, | 


Theſe Works and Drains are, from time to time, preſerved and maintained 
at the Coſts and Charges of the ſaid Corporation and their Succeſſors, Owners 
of the ſaid 95,000 Acres mentioned in the Act 15. Car. 2. and not by the Own- 
ers of any the Lands within the ſaid great Level, other than of the ſaid 95,000 
Acres; except in Caſes where particular Contracts have been made by the ſaid 
Corporation. 

So far this Author. 


How well theſe Works are maintain'd, appear by the Petitions and the Caſe 
of the Landholders in Se#. 6. and by the drowned Condition of the Fens. 

Had the Works above-mention'd, particularly thoſe in the South Level, been 
taken care of, the Outfal to Sea would have been continually improv'd in its 
Depth, and that and the Middle Level would have been effectually drained and 
made Winter Lands, which the Adventurers by their Contract with the Country 
were obliged to make them. | 


+ | But 
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Upland Countries in Winter time; in Conſequence of which deficiency, thi: 
Great Level became for the moſt Part overflow'd arid ſurrounded, until Gent 
Ge Was let fall into Onſe jr Mis Was perhaps Boo, or 1000 Years 
lince) by a Cut made from Lircleport-cbuir to Reberk; Cite Hayward's Map) 
agg pts! Waters had a new Courſe given them, viz, by Sulters-lo through Ng. 

nhale Eea, and Lyn-baven 10. Sea. (Its former Courſe bavig been by 157 

ech to Sea.) Wiggenhale Eea and Lyn: bauen were at that time very ration'; the 
geld.: Trachrich Iays ) a' Man cbuld throw Himſelf over with 4 Pike Staff; the 
latter but ſix Poles, or 100 Feet wide. But after all, che Waters of Great 

Qufa, &. had their Paſſage by this Courſe, they by degfees wore the River 


Way, and the other maintaining it with much Increaſe. By this alternate Action 
of the Land and Sea-waters, the River Ouſe and Lyn-haven and Channel were 
made by degrees ſo wide and deep, that they became famous for Navigation, 
and in a great Meaſure capable of conveying through them to Sea, the Waters 
deſcending from the high Countries, and would have effeQually exicated the 
Fens, but the Floods deſcending the Rivers were obſtructed by — and Gra- 
vels. And the reſt wanted proper Drains, to guide them out of the Level 
into the Ouſe, and ſo to the Ocean through Lyn-haven ; for the ancient Sewers 
were made to lead the Fen-waters to Wisbech River, when it was capable of 
paſling them to Sea; but that decayed, thoſe Drains were no longer of Uſe, 
and there wanted new ones to lead the Downfall Waters to the new Outfall by Lyn. 
„„ EIT Commiſſioners of Sewers having by their ordinary Power no Autho- 
ien Un- rity to make new Drains, and they and the Inhabitants of theſe Parts differing 
dertakers ro about the making new Works, the Coufitry during theſe Diſputes and Inca paci- 
rain the Fenn ties lay neglected; until Sir Fobn Popham, Knight, Lord Chief Juſtice of Eng- 
land to King James I. Sir Thomas Fleming, Knight, Chief Baron of his Majeſties 
Court of Exchequer, and others, obtained an Act of Parliament to make New 
Works, in order to drains the ſaid Fens. And the Act directed, that they ſhould 
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55 drain them in ſuch ſort, & As the Navigation in Ouſe and Grant ſbould not be im- 
k * paired, And that they ould Imbank in all places needful, Ouſe, Grant, Mil- 
i *« denhall, Brandon, and Stoke Rivers. But my Lord Popham died, Anno 1607. 
„ and this Undertaking with him. 


About 1620. Sir William Ayloff, Bart. and Anthony Thomas, Eſq; made Propoſals 

to the King and Council for a ſecond Undertaking : Which were, To make dry 

* the re hole Level and Latitude of the Fens, without doing Prejudice to the Na- 

* vigation between Cambridge and Lyn, or hurting the Port and Haven of Lyn.“ 

But they being ordered to give Security to the Country, and to ſhew the Com- 
miſſioners of Sewers the Means by which they intended to accompliſh ſo great a 

Work, in default thereof they were rejected. 52 | 
Hereupon King James himſelf undertook the Draining; but Affairs of State 

prevented his Majeſty's making any new Works. | 

After his Death, the Country and Commiſſioners of Sewers applied to Francis 

Earl of Bedford, Owner of near 20, ooo Acres in Thorny and Wittleſey ;, and he 
undertook the Draining by a Law of Sewers, made at 1 A. D. 1630, 
And was to“ Drain the Fenny Grounds in ſuch Manner, as they ſhould be fit for 
8 Meadow, or Paſture, or Arable : And ſo, as that the Port and Harbour of 
** King's-Lyn ſoould be preſerved, and the Navigation in all the navigable Rivers, 
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en eee and hi atticipa le regs New Yorks, which N 
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hg ac King Charlier K afidertock tb dtuin the Fens, and to trake * the Level 
hre, Gromd:” und trade ſome new Works; hut the Civil Wars prerented 
his Majeſty's proſecuting it with ady Effect. | thor ad 
After his Death / Run Eatl of Bedford, Son and Heir of the forbfaid Francis, 
reuſſumed this Undertaking. And by an Act he obtained of the Parliament of 
the Commonwealth of Englivid, A. D. 1649. he became the Undertaker for 
draining the Fens. And it was enucted, that “ He ſhould cauſe the ſame to be 
* drajned and imbanked, without Prejudice to Navigation in the ſaid Rivers And 
© all the ſtid Level ſhould be made Winter Grounds, in ſuch manner as the ſaid Ri- 
vert or * r ſbould nbt oer flo m the Grounds within the ſaid Level. 
Af the {4 Earl and his Participants proceeded; and after they had made 
ſeveral New Works, the Level was adjudged drained by the Commiſſioners aps 
hted by the Ad, and had 93, oo Acres ſet out to them for their Coſt and 
ains. And as the Works of Draining could not be maintained without perpe- 
tual Care and orderly Government, the ſaid Earl obtained an Act of Parliament 
the 15 Car. 2. whereby he and his Participants were incorporated; in which Act 
it is provided, that if the ſaid Earl and bis Participants, or 7 Corpord- 


on ſball through or by reaſon of their Undertaking or Draining aforeſaid, have 
« done, or hereafter ſha I do any Af or Ads to the rejudice of Navigation, aud 
te bereby Navigation in the ſaid Rivers of Ouſe and Grant, &c. * or heye- 
after ſball be ob tructed uni made worſe; that then the Commiiſſioners named in 
t the AH, of any Seven bf them, &c. [ball Tax the ſaid 95,000 Acres in ſuch 
« Sen of . as to their Fudgments all ſeem meet, for the making, preſerving, 
and keeping the Navigation in any of the aforeſaid Rivers, as the ſame was in 
the 6th Tear of King Charles I.” i. e. as the ſame was befote the Undertaking 
for Dtaining commenced, | BEST | 

As the Earl and his Participants undertook to make the Level Winter Grounds, rtr mate 
it was expected they would have imbanked the Rivers that have their Courſe b Drain- 
through the Fens, (as the Act of Patliament directed) and have led the Soc 
and Downfall Waters to the Rivers, by Drains ſluiced next the Rivers accord- 
ing to the Rules of Draining: But to ſave the Charge of ſuch Imbankments, chey. 
contrary to the Rules of Draining, fluiced the Rivers. Under Colour of the Act 
of 1649, they 1651-2. erected Sluices croſs the River of great Ouſe, near 
Salters-lode, to prevent the Tidal Flood from putting up into the Rivers Ouſe, 
Stoke, Brandon, Mildenball and Grant: And alſo by means of another Sluice 
ſet croſs the Onſe at the Hermitage neat Erith, they turned the Waters of Ouſe 
down a new Cut they made, called Hundred. foot Drain, or New Bedford River ; 
that fo, nor Land-Floods deſcending the Ouſe, or Spring- Tides putting up the 
Onſe, might go into any of thoſe Rivers, to the Riſque of drowning that Divi- 
ſion of the Fens at all. | ! N 

I have proved that that Diviſion of the Fens, though the loweſt Land in the 
whole Country was not hurtfully ſurrounded befote thoſe Sluices were built; 
that Navigation was in a very flouriſhing Condition; and that the Rivet Ouſe, 
Lyn-haven, and the Channels to Seaward grew widet and 2 Degrees, for 
eight. or mote Hundred Years, to the great Improvement of Navigation and 
Draining, to the very Hour thoſe Sluices were erected. e 

And it is proved, that after they were built, the River below Denver Sluices, Prove Pre- 
Lyn-haven, and the Channel to Sei ward ſilted up, and was fo choaked with Sand, . 
for want of the ancient Stock of back Water to ſcour it out every Ebb of Tide, 
(as doth the Ebbs of the Thames, Severn, Humbes, &c) that Navigation be- 
came immediately very much prefudiced; The Gools of Marſhtand were 
choaked up, and great part of that Province drowned theteby; as were alſo the 
Hundreds and Parts adjacent to the River Ouſe. The South Level, fot whoſe 
Benefit the Sluices were built, becathe firroutided, and Draining in the reſt of 
the Fens, became very precarious. And all-rhis in one Yeat after theſe Works 
were executed : Inſomuch, | 
| That 


More Works 
made toward 
Draining. 


Prove inef- 
fedtual. 


The Fens to- 
tally drowned, 
and Naviga- 
tion prejudiced, 
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That. the Adventurers were forced tc make ( Aung 4653.) new Cuts from 


: 


above Denver and Salters-lede; Sluices, is., St. John's Eea, and Ton g's Drain,” 


(ſee, the Map of the Fens) col gain a better Fall for the Fen Waters into Ouſe 
wearer Lon, ot: without ſaeceſs;; their Mouths being ſoon chosked up with Sand 
occafion to the Bottom of the River to grow up high as the Soil of the Fens, by: 
1 means it became utterly incapable of Draining tlie Fens, the Province of 
Marſhland, and the Hundreds and. Parts adjacent to the River, and was almoſt 
loſt to Navigation, while Denver Sluices ſtood. And after thoſe gluices were 
undermin'd by the Tides; and blow'd up, Anno 1713. the Waters deſcending 
the New Bedfard, over-riding thoſe of Cambridge River, &c. that River was 
lIted up Ten Feet in Four or Five ears time, and by means of the aukward 
Courſe. of the Bedford Land- Floods, which inſtead of going to their natural Out- 
fall to Sea by Lyn, take their, Courſe through the Remains of Denver Sluices'to- 
ward Cambridge, and overflow the South Level, which they do whenever they 
deſcend, and there they ſtagnate and do. not run to Lyn to ſcour the River and 
Outfall; in conſequence whereof the Bottom of Ouſe is ſilted and raiſed ſo high 
with Sand from Sea, that the Neip Tides can flow but @ very little way up 
that River; and, therefore all Navigation 1s loſt during thoſe Tides, and the 
Low-water Mark is two Feet higher than the Soil of the Fens, (before Denver 
Sluices were built ten Feet under Soil) therefore incapable of receiving and 
paſſing to Sea any of the Fen Waters; and therefore the ſaid Fens are totally 
drowned the whole Year, (whereas before the Undertaking for a general Drain- 
ing, there was hardly any part of the Fens but was Half- year Land, and moſt 


. 
— 


- 
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part in Nature River Meadow.) LG K. 724 1 
And this now drowned Condition of the Fens is ſet forth by the Corporation 
of Adventurers, in a Piece publiſhed by them: Intitled, A Report of the pre- 
ſent State of the Great Level of the Fens, call d Bedford Level, and of the. Port of 
Lyn, 1725. They fay, p. 1. The great Level of the Fens, called Bedford Le- 
« vel, having for many Years paſt been greatly incommoded with Waters, to 
<* the very great Damage of that Country, occaſioned by the Mouths of their 
Rivers Orſe and Nene being near filted up for many Miles from Sea; in con- 
ſequence of which, the great Land-Floods which paſs through this Country to 
« Sea, not having ſufficient and ſpeedy Paſſage to their Outfalls, which lye 
at a very great Diſtance, and as before obſerved, near ſilted up, break down 
their Banks, and lay great part of the ſaid Fens under Water; and the Sea 
«* alſo having thus thrown its Sands into the Mouths of the aforeſaid Rivers, 
has quite ſilted up their Sluices by which they ſhould drain off their Soak. 
„And the Waters being thus hemm'd in, and theſe Evils growing daily upon 
„them, they are returning as faſt as poſſible to their old drowned State: So that 
if immediate Care be not taken to redreſs, if poſſible, theſe Evils the great 
« revel of the Fens, the Port of Lyn, &c. will in a very little time be entirely 
ws ENG. | 1 — 7 Beer 
And the Province of Marſbland, the Wig genhalls, and Hundreds and Parts 
adjacent, to the River Ouſe, which was all rich Land, and perpetually dry and 
whole Year Ground; their Drains heretofore leading their Downfall Water into 
the River Ouſe, before the Works for Draining; but now the Bottom of the 
River is raiſed too high to receive their Waters, ſo that beſide the Fens, a 


* 


cc 


cc 


Country as valuable as the Fens he drowned, occaſioned. by the ſaid Works, and 


muſt be more and more ſurrounded, ſo long as any of thoſe Works they made 
in direct Oppoſition to Nature continue. Becauſe Spring-Tidesand Land- floods, 
which according to the Laws of Motion, do keep open the Thames and Humber, 


(Rivers lying upon as foul Seas as doth the Ouſe ) and having as many Sands 


at their Mouths as has the Ouꝛſe, maintain their Channels, and preſerve their 


Outfalls, Spring-Tides and Land-Floods, which have that good Effect in them; 
do here, .as I have proved, by means of thoſe Works, unnaturally contribute to! 
the Ruin of this River. Therefore it is demonſtrable; that the Fens and the. 
Hundreds and Parts adjacent muſt remain a ſtanding Pool, and Navigation be 
in a few Years quite loſt, unleſs theſe Works be deſerted, and in their ſtead 
ſome Method be executed, which will reinſtate the River Ouſe, and its Channels 
to-Scaward in their ancient Depth, r F- . 


ry 


And 


RS TI 1! 1 
And that a right Method may be taken; free from the Uncertainty of former Method :: 
Undertakings, and — of fruitleſs arg = which Experience fatally N 

w. have been heretoforen rum; we made all thieſe heceſſary Surveys of the Navigation, 
en, Rivers and their Outfalls to Sea; & r. and gopied original Mapb made of 
he Fens, before the Undertaking for a gendral Draining commenced. And to 
125 this important Subject in its true Light; and to lead che Judgment of thoſe 
it concerns do a diſtinct and clear Idea; wetractd the ancient and preſert State 
of Navigation and Draining, with the moſt impartial Care ;/| which explores the 
Cauſe af the Misfortunes Navigation and Draining in theſe Parts labour under, 
and Points out the Remedy: For knowing how the Mifchief hath grown, that 
Experience naturally teaches us to prevent it for the future; Thus our Wiſdom 
is learn'd from other Mens Miſcartiages'—— We, at that time might have taken 
the ſame unfortunate Steps; for the Cauſes of Miſchiefs, and ſo the Retnedies 
are oftentimes not perceived till the Miſchief is deck [ 
It now being our Ad vantage to learn by other Mens Loſſes; the Condition of 
| the Country, before they; meddled with it ought to be known; and the Effect each 
Work they made had on Navigation and Draining, ( which I therefore carefully 
traced in the foregding $effions.) onght to be throughly -underſtood, elſe the 
Schemes of ignorant Men in this Affair, (otherwiſe ingenious) ſhew, how. im- 
poſſible it is for the moſt expett Artiſts, to lay down the Method that muſt be 
follow'd to reinſtate us. | 
Ihe foregoing Sefions make appear, that the only Reaſon'why the Fens were 
at all drowned in, Winter, at the Time of the Undertaking for a general Drain- 
ing, was — There was not proper Drains made to convey the Waters of the 
Lev 2 the main Stream, ( vis. the River Ouſe ) and alſo becauſe that River 
itſelf was from Huntingdon to Ely generally foul and overgrown with Weeds, 
ſtopp'd with Weers; and againſt Eh, as in other Parts, made ſhallow by Gravels 
and Fords. Had they been remov'd ( as the Lord Popham and others propos: d) 
for the readier Paſſage. of the Waters in time of Floods, it was at that time be- 
liev'd, the Fens would not have been hurtfully overflow'd by the Waters of Or. 
"This ſhews that the Fens cannot be drained, unleſs the principal River, which 
is Ouſe, be made ſo wide and deep, as to be capable of paſſing through it to Sea 


the Waters deſcending from the High-Countries. 88 
Nature, in the Compaſs of a few Hundred Years, made the River Ouſe very 
"wide; and deep, eompar'd with the Dimenſions it was of before W7sbech Waters 
had this Courſe given them; and continued to enlarge it in Width and Depth b 
degrees, until Denver Sluices were erected eroſs it, beneath the Mouths of a 
the Rivers that bave their Outfall by Iyn; which Sluices hindering the Tide 
from flowing into its ancient Receptacles, and the River, Haven and Channel to 
Seaward being thereby depriv'd of their wonted Stock of back Water to ſcour 
out the Silt or Sand in their Reflux, which the Tide brings up in the Flux, 
they were ſaon choaked with the ſaid Silt or Sand; fo very ſoon, that Lyn, Cam- 
bridge, and the Inhabitants of the adjacent Parts, (as the Petitions ſhew ) were 
thrquphly convinced, the ſaid Slices were the Cauſe thereof. And for our part, 
we can't help being of Opinion, that if Denver Sluices had not been erected, Na- 
ture would her ſelf by this time, have made the River Ouſe and Outfall by 
Lyn fo vide and deep, that there would have been room for the Fen Waters to 
paſs to Sea in Winter time; and that the Fens with proper Drains to conv 
their Downfall Waters into Ouſe, would have been perfectly exicated : Eſpecially 


if Art had been uſed to aſſiſt Nature by Imbankments, not to contradict her by 
ſluicing her Waters. ; | 


. And it is our firm Opinion, that theſe Fens, tho* now they be totally drowned, 
will ſome few Ages hence (if the Method propoſed by Col. Armſtrong be execus 
ted) become good Meadow. Land. ne u Ne Do Vihar e l 
. For conſidering that theſe Fens were when the Outfall by Wisbech was perfect, 
good and profitable Lands, but became Fenny by the ſame Degrees that that 
Outfall decay'd, until the New Outfall by Lyn was given them; and after that, 
they recover'd again, and became better and better drain'd; as the River Ouſe 
and Lyn-baven was worn by the new Confluence of freſh Waters, and additio- 
nal Quantities of the Tide- water from Sea, wider and deeper, and thereby made 
a ſpacious Outlet for the Fen Waters: Until Denver Sluices were erected, and the 
Waters of Ouſe were turned out of their ancient Courſe, and in conſequence of 


D d thoſe 


| n 

| _ - +41. thoſe Works, the River, Sc, immetliately! grew up, and che Hens bechrhe fur. 

©. tbunded Ct TIS oo ops Opener SHS k 

It is certain, ifitheſe Works be laid aſide and the Old Coorfe be given to the 
Waters of Ouſel that as the River was wort from s to 40 Perehes wide by 
thoſe Waters when they: had thüt Courſe, ard of à Depth proportionable thro? 
ſolid Land z het they have this natural Gourſe aguin, will ſeour ob the 
Sand (which melts like Sugar, before a Spring- Tide) with great Effect, and by 
are thus made larger; the Navigation will be improv'd, and the Fens will 'by the 
ſame Degrees be! better andbetrer:draind7{tyll at length this River, Haven an 
a 


Channel; growitip ae orga f ogen as the Thames,” Humber,” 8c, Navi- 
| gation. will become: abſolute; Fens be more compleatly drained chan 
euer they were, while the Outfall by Wizbech was perfect; by as much as the Lyn 
River is a lower Situation than the Mirbach River 
Ihe only poſſible means of making the Tides and Freſhes capable (as they 
heretofore were) of working theſe uſeful und deſitable Effects, is to give Nature 
ber way, and to aſſiſt her where needful; as is advis'd” by the Honourable 
Col. Jobn Armſtrong, His Majeſty's now Engineer Generul, in the Report he 
made to the Right Honourable Robert Walpole, Eſq; and to the Right Honourable 
Henry Earl of Lincalu, the t ath of May, 1724, Viz oO, 


. V 3 


Col. Arm-, _ 1. To open the Old Ouſe from Harrimere ro Hermitage ner Erith, ro its | 
poſals for ancient Breadth:and Depth, and with the Earth that comes out of it, to dot Banks 
Draining the gn the Sides thereof, to prevent the Land Floods or Freſbriouey owing the adj arent 
Fens, and Lands 77¹ the Vinter. ' | \v& | „ ; s Nie Gin id 157 | 


amending the > I | | we FI | 5 b : 
Harbour of 1 | LE WO We ied ; 
Lyn. 2, Toremave the Gravels near Stretham, or mhererevef elſe they nre tõ be 


found in the River Ouſe, or other Impediments, to the End the Landl. Ploodr, when- 
ener they deſcend,” may find out a quick Paſſage to Sea, and carry off all the Silt and 
Sand they meet in their .. rd n vn RI 1 1 991 
I. | 5 14 31. | ts 


3.— To take np the Remains of Denver Sluices, or make # new" Cut juſt by 
them, to render the River ( now but 80 Feet wide ) in this Plate 150 Feet il 
as it formerly war ſo that the Tides may have fill Liberty to flow up by the Ouſe 
into their ancitnt Receptacles; viz. The Rivers Stoke, Brandon, Mildenhall — 
Grant, which will contain a ſuſficient Indrawught of buck Water 1 deepning the 
Oule pon its /return, and un reftoring its Navigation within Land; as well as 
giving the Land Flood: when they deſcend; a ſwifter Paſſage to diſcharge them- 
ſelves by the Port of Lyn into the Sea. * 


1 enn e ice HILL Y 
4.!— To take up the Sluice or Saſs now at the Hermitage pon the River Ouſe 
near Erith, and if it ſball be thought neceſſary, to ſet it dotem again in the New 
Bedford River, or 100 Feet Cut near the ſaid Hermitage, fr the Benefir of Na- 
vigation only. And thereby to ſend the Land-Floods down the River Ouſe, their 
natural Channel, which  muft as afore-mentioned have gobd Effef ;' and prevent 
their deſcending for the future by the NewBedford'River, and remning unnuturelly, 
4s they for ſome Tears paſt bave been obſerdd to de (for many 975 together ) to 
the great Damage f the River Ouſe; and if not timely reniedy'd, will be the ta- 
ta Deſtruction of Navigation upon that River, and the other Rivers upwar# trpard 
Cambridge, as it is already that of Dr aining. or ITO : q 
PI9TEYW TS VUITLIDLIULN 
By this Method I am humbly: of Opinion; that tbe Liand:Flopds, of Freſhes, 
being turn d into the River Ouſe, their natural Channel join'd th the Refltix' of the 
Tide; which will now have a much larger Indraugbt for'a back Water,” than it 
hath had for many Years before; will infatlibly' deepen the Ouſe in 4 very little 
time to its ancient Depth, by driving out to Sea the Sand and Silt with which it il 
now very near choaked up; and thereby not only render all the Fens — | 
being drained effeAually, bur all the Rivers that fall into it, will be, by being 
deepned, made capable of carrying as large Burger or Boats as ever they did hereto- 
Tore; and beſides, it wall deepen and clear out ihe Haven of Lyn, and the Channel 
From thence down to Sea. W Ee e 
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When this Mie Moder Col. is erbcuted, J cobceite ke Rivkh 0 ee Mes | 

ven-wnd Chart, WAY be foon keiten in weir nchen DS, in fe fol 155 — 
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e The ne * nxt! ate Wines, tier Works, os ) Hero 
when defend Not 5 . ni hep rancient Courle,they 
their-rapid- . 2 _ bythe San pang and BH tha at Lek ve 
River s chonked wh pM — is 8 certain F 
white Deaver Shvices —1 bw —_— ach nding the Bedford" River, « 4 
566i the Sind one ef, the Huting the tithe moſe Floods 

taſted, : though the River ſoch pre Ad ee the Floods were vyer, becauſe 


i Was Uepriv'd of that Quirhtiry of ter, by Denby Sluices ſtopping t 
Tide ol of all the River's ry of Bec Ware, for it, which di pere that e 
$irrices wete ereded, and the Watets of Onſe were turned out o their tural 
Courſe, in their Reflux ( Tollow'd ket Land-waters which they rais' above 
a heir natural Situation) r loſe oper the River, Haven and Channel, as 
jk Cornet Vermuyden, | obſerves, ge alſo did wear them wider and 
degrees, us Sir mem E Eamon aith; and as the Petitions of 
nd fet forth 3 and the Experience of all former Ages teſtify. k 
: 28 — After the ft {23d Freſhes have drove out to Sea the Top Stratum of Sang, 
und the Bottom of che River, Oe. is thereby confiderably Rank the . 
Tides will be able to put up great Qunntities of Water feln Sea. into 
ver Oi. 7, \ Stoke, Brandon, Mildenball, & c. which in its Reflux will have Weight 
and fon ſufficient to grind * River, Haven and Channel, deeper and deeper, 
and carry ont the Sand 7 Sea; — — ally as they will be followed by the freſh 
Watets' which they'll taiſe above their Wen Seien and thereby give them 
Weight and Deſcent ſuffieient to grind the River deepet: For this Si r. Cornelius 
Formayden” wes,” tle” Spring- Tides di effec” befote ' Denver Slyices ba 
erected. 
- And chere is as much neceſſi for their Gig Þ! 48 there is for. any natural 
Cauſe to produce! its * Iffect. For before it is fu full Sea at Salter s- 
lode, the Waters begin to retreat to Sea from Lyn-baven, and before the Waters 
at Saltere-ode can get back to Lyn, the Lide is 12 J into the Compals of the 
Channel in Lyn- haben *, fo that all the Waters of Ouſe towards Salters-lode, 
and of-all'the Rivers above Salterr:lode fall back to Sea from a great Height, 
( vizi 14 Feet at Selter-lode )- within the Compaſs of the Channel, with ſuch 
Rapidity, Force and Action, that as heretofore they were forced to Moor their 
Ships in Iyn Harbour with a Stream Cable; and as this Weight and Action of 
the Reflux drove out the Sand to Sea, and gradually made the River, Ha- 
ven and Channel wider and d „chen the Tides and Fręſhes had 1 
natural Gourſe; and as the Lan age, were rais'd by the Ida) Flood fo 
Feet above their natura! Situation at Harrimere; and as they following Lo 
acquir'd Deſcent at the Heel of the. 5 did clear the River of any Siltthe 


Flood might bring with it, and alſo ees made the River Ouſe wider and 
deeper. So this Effect the Spring- ,. &c. muſt naturally. Pork. again, 
when their wonted Oburſe is gen of chen. And 1 ſome Sands being drove 
ont to Sea by every Spring-Tide (35 4 pf whi en M the C Comp 55 — 


Year) and the Bottom of the River, Haven 19 baute in 8.8 ence 
ſinking lower and lower, they 0 . Force if tr 16 Spri once lan {o 
low under Soil, the firſt Sum er Gol. Armflrong's Met 4 1s, 3 
| 3d. That the Freſhes or Floods bf thi 77 /1nter. will, it is very natu- 
tal to believe, drive out the remaining Sands tv Sea, and regain, the ancient 
Depth of the River „Lyn-baben 1235 the C hannels to Seaward,.., 3 
Thus as the ſaid River: aven and angel Was ſilted up, ruin to Dra ning, 
and render'd very precarious to Navigation, in twp Years after Das Sluices 
and the Huntflred- feet Drain were made”: — Im e no doubt, but in two Lea 
after the Lides and Prefhes have their bored, 4nd natural Courſe again, t 
Laws of Motion Which are eftabli{kett* by Divine Wiſdom in the Nature e 
Things, and which the Ebbing and Plowing Tides, G. will then be 19 981 
by, will rejtiftate the Rig * Haren and Channel. in their ancient Depth. 
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notwithſtanding there were. in the, principal River many Weers, Stamps, Gra- 
vels, and other Annoyances that ſtopped the Waters in their Courſe, made them 


riſe high and overflow great Part of the Country that was I in time 


of Flood; which Impediments to the Draining, had they 
Adventurers, it was the G the Lord Popham, who undertook. the 
I 


been remov'd by the 
Draining, Anno 1605. but died —— Of Mr. Atkins, who underſtood the Fens 
the beſt of any Man then living, and was much employ'd about 30 Years before 


the Adventureſhip —— Of Sir Clement Edmunds, who at the Requeſt of the 


Commiſſioners of 28 was ſent by the Lords of the Council to take a View 
of the Fenis, and of their 


utfalls to Sea, Anng 1618. We ay, it was their Opi- 


nion, as well as that of the Commiſſioners af Sewers, and other knowing Men; 


that if thoſe Impediments had been remov'd, the South Leyel would have wanted 
little Imbanking to be made Winter Eand, or good whole Lear- ground. 


* 


This was the Opinion of the moſt knowing, above 100 Years ago; and ha 
the Rivers been Imbanked, as the Act 1649. expreſsly ſays they ſhould: The 


Words are “ William Earl of Bedford, &c. ſhall cauſe the ſame to be drained and 
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imbanked without Prejudice to Navigation,” (and to do which, the Corporation 
of Undertakers had 95,000 Acres of Land ſet out to them and their Heirs for 


ever.) Had the Rivers been Imbanked, which the Adventurers own Engineer 


(Sir Cornelius Vermuzden,) ſaid himſelf, they ought to be ——- His Words 
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ar the River, Haven and Channel wider and deeper by degrees, to the great 
e of Navigation and Draining to diſtant Ages, until they become ab- 
ſolute and compleat for both. — And it is m firm Opinion, that ſome few 
Ages hence the River Ga Kc. will be by the Tides and Freſhes made capable 
of the moſt extenſive Inland Navigation of any River in England; and that it 
will be by them made capacious enough to receive and convey to Sea all the 
Waters of the Great Level; and that the Fens will become as good Meadow and 
whole Year Ground, as are the Low- land, adjacent to the Thames or the Humber; 
if Col. Armſtrong's Method be execute. ; 

And as the Land through which the River Ouſe hath its Courſe, is the loweſt 
in the Level, and in the whole Country, by fix Inches Deſcent per Mile, and is 
conſequently the Sink and natural Drain of the Fens, it is impoſſible to practiſe 
any Scheme that will be of Service to Navigation and Draining, but this pro- 
poſed. for deepning the {aid River and Outfall. Therefore it is equally the true 
Intereſt of the Corporation of Adventurers, and of the Inhabitants and Owners 
in the Fens, and Lands adjacent; and of the Corporations of Lyn, Cambridge, 
&c. and of all the Water Towns, to have this natural Method put in immediate 
Execution, And if this Method for deepning the River Ouſe be not executed, that 
River will continue choaking up more and more every ſucceeding Year; and in 
Conſequence thereof the ſaid River muſt in a ſhort time be render'd incapable of 
Navigation and Draining. Of this the Corporation of Lyn are ſo throughly con- 
vinc'd, that after they had receiv'd Colonel Armſtrong's Report, they reſolv'd to 
uſe their utmoſt Efforts toward having the River and Harbour reſtored to their 
ancient Depth. | ; i 

In order to this, a Deputation from Lyn waited on the Corporation of Ad- 
venturers at Eh, at their general Meeting in Auguſt, 1724. and repreſented to 
them their Caſe; and delivered an Affidavit of the Merchants, and Command- 
ers of Ships, of the bad State of the Navigation, and gave them Colonel Arm- 
ſtrong's Propoſal for amending Lyn Harbour, and draimng the Fens. The Cor- 
poration of Adventurers declared, that Navigation and Draining ought to go 
Hand in Hand, that they would come into Meaſures for bettering of both, and 
propos'd Meetings in London to conſider of Ways and Means. 

Ihe firſt publick Meeting was at the Fen Office the 5th of November, 1724. 


The Corporation of Adventurers to uſe their own Words, © took into Con- Bedford Le- 
* {ideration the Scheme offered by the Corporation of Lyn, for the bettering BLESS 
* their Harbour, by the Method thereby laid down: The Mayor of Lyn's Let- ef Lyn Fro- 
* ter, and the Remonſtrance of that Corporation, together with Colonel Arm- feſali. 
ſtrong's Report, and the other Papers delivered to this Corporation at their 
meeting at Ely, in Auguſt laſt, were now read; and the Gentlemen on the 

* Part of the Corel of Lyn, now attending, were call'd in; and the ſe- 

* veral Maps and Surveys by them produced, for the better Explanation of 

their Scheme, having been peruſed and examined by this Board, and the 

* aforeſaid Parties heard thereto, Mr. Charles Bridgeman, who attended 

the Earl of Lincoln on his View of this Level, in Auguſt laſt, was called in, 

and preſented a Report and Scheme of his for the Relief of this Level in 

general, and of the Harbour of Lyn; which was read in the Preſence of Col. 
Armſtrong : And the Subje& Matter of both thoſe. Schemes having been de- 

** bated by thoſe Gentlemen, this Cqurt doth think fit to adjourn the further 

* Conſideration till to Morrow-Morning, &c. 
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W. PTAx To R, Reg. 
Novem. 6, 1624. | 


This Court entered upon the further Conſideration of the Schemes laid - CO 
before them Yeſterday, touching the Relief of this Level, and the Harbour the Advent«- 
of Lyn; and the Gentlemen on the Part of Lyn Corporation now attending, e treat 
were called in, and deſiring a Copy of Mr. Bridgman's Scheme: It is dei 9 
that a Copy be made and delivered them accordinglv. And it being now pro- 

pos d to thoſe. Gentlemen, that a Committee ſhould be appointed on either 

Side, to conſider of the ſeveral Schemes already laid before this Board, or 

any other that fhall be produced for the Relief of the preſent bad Condition 


E e * of 
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of this Level, and of the Ha bour of In; and thoſe Gentlemen havi a 56 


A Committee 


* Objedion thereto, it is therefore | | 
4 Ordered, That the Members now preſent, and ſuch other of the Bailiffs an 4 


Conſervatote as ſhall think fit to attend, or any Five or more of them be, and 


< they are hereby appointed a Committee to meet and treat with a Committee 

don the Part of the Corporation of Lyn, on a Method for the aforeſaid Pur- 

RR F ale | y 

PRE S E N T. 

„mmmh IND ie 

The Right Honourable the Earl of Jobn Brownell, Eſq; 
Lincoln. | | William Underwood, Eſq; ; 

Sir Roper Fenyns, Kt. | q John Wrigbt, Eſq; Sy 4 


re ..- 1.1...GONSERY.ATOkk 
The moſt noble Scrope, Duke of Bridg- 290 Skrymſhire, Eſq; 
water. illiam Cole Jun. Gent. 


George Neat, Ef; 3 NMiuathaniel Green, Eſq: 
James Fortrey, Eſq; Edward Bearcroft, Eſq; 


W. PLAxX TON, Reg, 
King's-Lyn, 7 Die Martis Decimo Die Novembr. 1724. 


Guild-Hall, 
Whereas upon Conference had between the Honourable Board of the Cor- 


named Lyn. « poration of the Adventurers of Bedford Level, and the Gentlemen lately ap- 


pointed by this Body to attend them at the Fen Office in London, in the great 
and weighty Affair of the reſtoring the Navigation of this Port, and draining 
that Level; divers Schemes have been produced and offered, and laid be- 
fore them for efſecting thoſe Works. And it hath been propoſed by that. Ho- 
* nourable Board, that a Committee ſhould be appointed on either Side, to con- 


* ſider thoſe Schemes, or any other Ways or Methods to be taken, that may be 


« adjudged moſt effectual for obtaining thoſe Ends. And a Committee is accord- 
“ ingly appointed on their Parts, to be met at ſuch Times as this Corporation 
„ ſhall think fit to appoint. It is therefore this Day ordered by the Mayor, 
«* Aldermen, and Common-Council of this Burgh, in Council aſſembled, 
mw £m | 


The Right Honourable Charles, Lord Viſcount Townſhend, Baron and High Stew- 
ward of this Burg. 85 


The Right Honourable R. Walpole, Eſq; N, LEES ; 
Sir Charles Turner, Knight, 7 our Members in Parliament. 


John Turner, Eſqʒ Mayor. John Turner, Eſqʒ 
Robert Britiſfe, Eſq; Recorder. John Bag ge, Gent. 
Henry Hare, Eſq; Collecdor. Edmond Rolfe, Gent. 
Sir Fobn Hobart, Bart. 2 Goodwyn, Gent. 
Waller Bacon, Eſq; aniel Scarlet, Gent. 
Martin Folks, Eſq; William Allen, Gent. 


John Spelman, Eſq; all of Norfolk. Jonas Rolfe, Gent. Town-Clerk all of Lyn. 


Or any Five or more of them, together with any other Members of this Houſe 
as ſhall think fit to attend, be and are hereby appointed a Committee, on be- 


© half of this Corporation, to meet and treat with the Committee appointed by 


* the ſaid Corporation of Adventurers, to conſider, debate, approve, agree and 
* conſent to ſuch Matters and Things, as in their Judgments ſhall appear moſt 
proper for obtaining the deſirable Ends and Purpoſes aforeſaid : Which Com: 


* mittee are authorized and deſired to meet, and to continue ſuch Meetings Land 
" Wh "or Con- 


1 
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& Conferences in this behalf, as may be requiſite and neceſſary, and as they 
129, 51 VION A ara i e Joun Goopwy N. 
While the Committees were preparing to meet, the Adventurers publiſhed the 
Papers, called Mr, Bridgman's Scheme: To which the Managers for Lyn writ 
at On che Third of December the Committees met at fix in the Evening, at the The Commit- 
Earl of Lincoln's Houſe. The Occaſion of their Meeting Was opened, and the tees meet, 
Fown-Clerk of Lyn read Colonel Armſtrong's Report and Propoſals, for drain- 
ing the Fens, and 5 Lyn Harbour. And then the Regiſter of the Ad- 
venturers read the Scheme they had printed. After which the Managers for Lyn * 
defired that their Anfwer to that Scheme might be read; but it growing late = 
in the Night, after ſome Debates and Reaſonings on both Sides, the Merits of 
the Cauſe was waved, and the Committees were adjourned, 1 
They met not again till after Chriſlmas; in the mean Time the Managers for 
Lyn printed an e r Paragraph by Paragraph, to the Scheme read by the Ad- 
ventürers: The Amount of that Scheme, as they ſumm'd them up themſelves, 


Firſt. That the free Admiſſion of the Tides up the River Ouſe, above the 
* Pott of Lyn, has Pe and if continued, will compleat the Ruin of that 
iv 


„Harbour, and ef the River One; and of ſuch Patt of the Fens tliat ſhould 
drain through that River, &c. | | 


* Secondly, That the old Courſe of theſe Rivers were utterly improper, had 
© jt been poſſible to have imbanked them, for the purpoſe of conveying 
<« theſe prodigious Land-floods to Sea, which paſs through the ſaid Fen 
Country. S 1 


o * 


% Thirdly, That the great imbapk'd Receptacles were judiciouſſy made and diſ- 
4 pos'd, conſidering their great Diſtance from their Outfalls; and that they were 
the only means poſſible of conveying theſe great Land- waters to Sea, and con- 


* ſequently of preſerving the Fens as far as could be thought abſolutely neceſ- 
« ſary in thoſe times. | 


„The Method to reinſtate Lyn Harbour and drain the Fens in general, is 


this, Not to admit the Tides to flow any higher up the River Ouſe, than 
into Lyn Harbour”. 


cc 


I ſhall not make any Obſervation upon this Scheme here, a printed Anſwer to 
it may be had at Lyn and Cambridge: but proceed. When the Committees met 
again, after ſome Debate had, the Adventurers gave that Scheme up, and offered 
no other: Upon which the Committee for Lyn deſired to know what they could 
ob ject againſt the Propoſal made by Col. Armſtrong. No Objections of any weight 
being made, it was reſolved by both Committees, that the only Method to drain 
the Fens, and to amend Iyn Harbour, is to reſtore the Rivers to their ancient 
Freedom, and to give them the fame Courſe they had the 6th Year of K. Charles 
I. as is directed by the Act, 15 Caf, 2. % IJ 

This being agreed on, the Managers ef eagh Corporation were ordered to 
conſider of, and to draw up a Plan for raiſing Money, and the Manner of carrying 
on the Works ; about which many Difficulties were ſtarted, which occaſioned 
great Delay: And the Members of Parliament of ſeveral Corporations inte- 
reſſed herein, deſiring time to conſult their Principals in a Matter of this 
Importance, all farther Proceedings were ſtayed, that ſo all Parties may have 
Time to inform themſelves, and to underſtand their true Intereſt. 


Though the Navigation to ſome Towns by the old Courſe is farther about 


than by the Hundred-foot Drain, yet when it is conſidered, that that River is 
no crookeder than the Thames, or any other natural River. That the Tides 
$4: any Miles farther into this crooked River, than into the ſtrait Hundred- 

oot, which is a great Help to Navigation. That by means of its low 
Situation there will always be a greater Depth of Water in it, than there is, or 


EVET 


LES. 
ever was in the Hundred: foot. That the Navigation will be conſtant in 


the Summer time, which it is not now. That Navigation can de carried on 


with Neip, as well as Spring-Tides, and be very regular; whereas now it can 


be performed with 8 ring-Tides only, whereby much ime and Charges are 
loſt. And it being alſo farther . conſidered, that the Navigation between Cam- 
bridge and St. Ives, Huntington, Bedford will be free and open; it is moſt certain- 
ly the true Intereſt of all the trading Towns to come into the Meaſures propoſed : 
I ſay, for theſe Reaſons (among others) it is their Intereſt. | But when it js 


ſeriouſly conſidered, that unleſs the Method propoſed be executed, their Navi- 


gation to Lyn will in a few Years be loſt ; there is an abſolute neceſſity for it, for 
their own Preſervation, and for the good of their Poſterity. OT 4 4 

The River Ouſe is already ſo choaked up, that it is incapable of draining the 
Fens, and Lands adjacent to it; and it is prov'd, there is no other way to drain 
them, but that of deepning the River Ouſe ; therefore it is the true Intereſt of 
the Corporation of Adventures, and of the Land-Owners of theſe Parts, to have 
this Method put in Practice. e wh | 

A vaſt Tra& of Country is rendered unprofitable by being overflow'd, and 
the Navigation 1s in the moſt imminent Danger of being wholly loſt, if this Me- 
thod be not executed; and in Conſequence thereof, the Duties and Cuſtoms of 
the State muſt greatly diminiſh : It is therefore the Intereſt of the Government, to 
have the River Ouſe and Lyn Harbour reſtored to their ancient Goodneſs. Which 
this natural Method will not only do effectually, but will improve them, and 


render them abſolute arid compleat for Navigation and Draining. 


FINIS. 
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Th: REP ORT of Col, RR MSA ON d, chief Engineer of Eng- 
\ land; made io the Right Hynourable Henry Earl of Lincoln, Surveyor- 
General of Bedford Lewel, and 10 the Right Honourable Robert Wal- 
pole, Eſq; Burgeſs in Farliament for King's-Lyn; of the State of vhe 

Fens, and the Fort of Lyn: With Fropoſals for Draining the ſaid Fens, 


and Amending the Harbour of Eyn; 3 chi ban dime | 
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HE Harbour of Iyn being almoſt choaked up with Sand, and in 
5 great Danger of being totally loſt, I have according to your Deſire 
viewed. the ſame, in, order to, find; out the true Cauſe of ſuch, vi- 
2 Decay of ſo uſeful and beneficial a Harbour in: that Part of the 
— Kingdom. F | | 
And being then at the Requeſt of the Right Honourable :the Earl of Lincoln, 
&c. viewing the Fens in thoſe Parts, to find out the true Cauſe of the Difficulty 
in draining a great Part of thoſe Fens, very much incommoded with Water, I 
did apply my ſelf very attentively to diſcoyer that, Cauſe, alſea. 
In my Perambulation to theſe Purpoſes with ſeveral Gentlemen of that Coun- 
try, I have diſcovered the true, Cauſe of bot help great Evils, viz, That for a 
conſiderable Time paſt, there hath not been a ſufficient Indraught for the Tides 
to flow up to the Ouſe, as they formerly did, for many Miles together, into that 
River and the other Rivers that fall into it below Ely. By means of which, up- 
on their Reflux, it being always half Ebb at Lyn Before it had done floying at 
Salters-lode, theſe Tides conſtantly returning by a narrow Channel, continually 
{cour'd out the Sands in the ſaid River, and preſerved a Channel, I anv ſuffict- 
ently informed, ten Feet deeper than it is at this A000; dig or ent 
Then as to the Land-Floods or Freſhes that come down in the Winter, which 
greatly help'd.formerly towards the Preſervation of the ancient Depth of Water 
in the River Oe, they being now turn'd out of the ſaid River, their natural 
Channel, down the new Bedford River, or Hundred-fopt Cut, has, as largely as 
the above-mentioned Want of an Indraught, contributed to the Spoiling of the 
ſaid Rixer; by the aukward and unnatural Courſe thoſe Waters conſtantly take 
upwards to Ely, and into the South Level, inſtead of running out to Sea; and 
thereby carrying with them ſuch a prodigious Quantity of. Silt and Sand, that 
the ſaid River is now become much Shallower upwards between Denver and Ey 
than it formerly was. Infomuch, that if theſe two Evils are not ſpeedily reme- 
died, the draining of the great Tract of Land, the within-Land Navigation of 
the Country, as well as the Port or Harbour of Iyn will be entirely loſt. 
Having thus pointed out the two great Cauſes ſo deſtructive to Draining and 
Navigation; and further, as it is very evident to any impartial Enquirer, that 
Draining and Navigation have fo cloſe a Connexion the one with the other, that 
the one cannot ſubſiſt without the other: 4 - 8 1: £200 
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V. To take up the Sluice or Saſs now at the N upon the River Ouſe 
e 


L410 4 


come now to 8 a Method 2 both theſe Evils may be effectually 
* 


cured, viz. All the Fens in general drained, the within-Land Navigation, and 
the Harhopr of ee and ainerided...... WPI INT IS 

Finding the River Ouſe to be, as ordained Nature, the great Drain of all 
chat Part of the Cuntry; I did, the better to ſatisfy the Corporation of Lyn, 44 
well as the Corporation of Adventurers, whoſe true Intereſts are inſeparable, ef- 
pecially as to the Draining and Navigation, direct an exact Survey to be made of 
the ſaid River, from Erith to Lyn, including thar Harbour, and a great Tra& 
downwards to Sea. . 2 | 

Beſides this, I directed that ſeveral Maps and very accurate Surveys of the 
ancient and preſent State of the Fens ſhould be fairly copied; and alſo that as 
exact an count ys coufl he coll from zuſhenti & Een 6 wellfas from 
ener lately male pon the Spot, ſhould be dtawn up of the ancient 
and preſent State of the Navigation, and draining of the Fens by the ſaid Ri- 
ver. And further I directed the Motions of the Tides to be obſerved for a 
conſiderable Time together; as alſo the Motions of the Land-Floods or Freſhes: 
And having theſe Materials by me, they ſerve to confirm my Judgment, as I 
hope they will that of all Perſons concern'd, that there is no other, Means can 
be fo effectualſy uſed to regain the ancient Depth of the 'O#ſz, and thereby re- 
cover the Navigation thereupon, as well as that of the Harbour of Iyn, and 
eſſectuahy drain the, Bedfard Levels, which are fo much in Danger of being to- 


tallyloſt, as-this which follows, pig | 


. T0 open che of Oufe from Majrimer? to Hermitage near Fvith to its ancient 
Breadtli and Depth, and with the Earth that comes out of it, form Banks on the 
Sides thereof, to prevent the Land-Floods or Freſhes overflowing the adjacent 
Land in the Winter. | i 2 


II. To femobe the Gravels near Stretbam, or where-ever elſe they are to be. 
found in the River Ouſe; as alſo all other Impediments : To the End the Land- 
Floods, whenever they deſcend, may find a quick Paſſage to Sea, and carry off 
all the Silt and Sand they meet in their Way, © 1 — 


III. To take up the Remains of Denver Sluices, or make a new Cut Juſt 
by them, to . the River (now but Eighty Foot wide, in this Place 
150 Foot wide, as it formerly was; ſo that the Tides may have full Li- 
berty to flow up by the Ouſe, into their ancient Receptacles, viz. the Rivers 
Stoke; Brandon, Mildenhall and Grant, which will contain a ſufficient Indraught 
of back Water for deepning the Ouſe upon its Return, and thereby reſtoring its 
Navigation within-Land, as well as giving the Land-Floods, when they deſcend, 
a ſwifter Paſſage to diſcharge themſelves by the Port of Lyn into the Sea. 


And that this may be the more effe&ual, it will be neceſſary, 


IV. To make the River Ouſe as wide as it was ever known to be at each of the 
Bridges now ſubſiſting at Downham, Stow, Magdalen, and Germans, by taking 
away the Bruſhwood, &c. put down to narrow it at theſe Places. 


near Erith, And if it ſhould be thought neceſſary, to {et it again in the New 
Bedford River, or 100 Foot Cut near the Hermitage, for the Benefit of Navigati- 
on, and thereby to ſend the Land-Floods down the River Ouſe, their natural 
Channel: which muſt as'afore-mentioned have a good Effect, and prevent their 
deſcending for the future by the new Bedford River, and running unnaturally as 
they for ſome Years paſt have been obſerved to do for many Days together, to 
the great Damage of the River Ouſe, and if not timely remedied, will be the to- 
tal Deſtruction of Navigation upon that River, and the other Rivers upwards 
towards Cambridge. as already that of Draining. 155 3 


By this Method I am humbly of Opinion, that the Land- Floods or Freſhes 
being turn'd into the River Oe, their natural Channel, join'd to the n 
e 


4 
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the Tide, which will now have a much 1 * Indraught for a back Water, than 
it has had for many Years before, will infal — deepen'tlte Ouſe in a very little 
Time to its ancient Depth, by driving out to Sea the Sand and Silt, by which it 
is now very near choak d up, and thereby not only render all the Fens capable 
of being drain'd effectually, but all the Rivers that fall into it, will be by 
being deepned, made capable of carrying as large Barges or Boats as ever they 
c He ct tone Tononedeys 

And it will deepen and clear out the Haven of Lyn, and their Channel from 
thence down to Sea. ee e e | EE r 60 


% 


" — 


May. 12. 171T· k oN ARMSTRONG: 
| * 14 + « * 454+ * Ta 4 + | 5 8 


1 . : = * 6 4 
| 5 nd an 2 rens rr 
T 4 . _—_— — _ — —— _— — 4 

= : IE 


Ml e 3 Arn 


The RETrORT of Sir Clement Edmonds, Knight, made to the Lords 
of his Majeſty's Privy Council, of the State of the Fens, upon a general 


— 


o 


View taken in Auguſt, 1618. 


N. B. The firſt Part of this Report you'll find, Seck. 4. Pp. 29, 30. ending at the 
8 | Sixteenth Line. 1 Then it goes on thus. ered | 


Px HE Second Difficulty is, that as the Outfall of the River Ouſe was am- 
ple and great, and gave large Paſſage to the freſh Waters, deſcendin 
from the Inland Countries: So on the other Side the Sea cometh in wi 
ſuch a Tide, N if a Northerly Wind meet with a Land-Flood, that di- 
vers Towns in Marſhland are in danger to be overflow'd and ſurrounded; and 
therefore by their Petition, deſired the Haven might be ſtraitned in ſome Place 
near about Iyn to keep out the Sea; atledging, that the aid Haven had in the Me- 
mory of Man been narrower and ſhallower then now it is, being of late grown 
to Tat Breadth and Depth, by en Fall of the freſh Waters that have left 
their ancient Channels, to follow that Stream: And the Mayor and Town of 
Lyn being made acquainted with their Petition, ſeem'd to ſtand indifferent: But 
in reſpect of the great Conſequence, the Committees forbear to give any Opinion 
therein, but left it to ſuch further Conſideration as is requiſite. 1110 
From the River of Ouſe the Committee went to Wisbech, to view the Outfall 
of the River Nene, and to inform themſelves of the State of thoſe Parts. 
The River of Nene cometh from Northampton by Higham Ferrers, to Peterborow, 
and not far from thence divideth itſelf into divers Branches part running to- 
ward Crowland, by the Name of the Old Fea, and Catt- water, where it falleth 
into the River of Vellaud, and is now fo ſtopp'd up, that it affordeth no paſſage 
by Boat; and part by 1 0 Bridge and Ramſey Meer, and ſo is divided again b 
Plant- water, which runneth toward Wisbech; and by the Stream which falleth 
by March into Vell water, and from thence by Salters-lode into the Ouſe, and 
ſo falleth into the Sea at Lyn; and part thereof is likewiſe conveyed by a Cut, 
called the new Leame, beginning a Mile below Peterborow directly to Guybirne, 
where it meeteth with Wzsbecb River. M 37 r: off 
The ſaid River is divided likewiſe below Pererborrow, near unto Horſey Bridge, 


by a Stream called Whittleſey Dike, which is ſevered through the Fens by di- 


er Branches; part falling toward Fishech, and part by Saltets-lode into the 
2. a no ** ; 


But the whole Country doth acknowledge without Queſtion or Contradiction 
that the ancient Outfall of the River of Nene is Wisbech River. 


View of the Committees, the ſaid River was found much defective in "diverſe 
Places, as well in breadth as depth; and eſpecially below Wirbech near 
the Outfall, it wanteth much depth, and is grown up and choaked with Silt: 
And not only below Wisbech , but above alſo, inſomuch that the Bottom 
1s fix Foot or more higher than it was before, which they proved; for th 
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5 Wisbech 
And upon the River. 
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| . former I imes the Inland Water A Guphirn ran into that River at five Foot 
all; 


Sluice at the 
Horſhoe. 


"whereas an the contrary;, the ſaid River falleth back into the Inland Water 
at Guybirn,, And it appeared plainly, upon View, that the Bottom of the River 
for a Mile or more below Guyhirn, was far higher than the Level on the Side, 
and conſequently cauld not ſerve for a Drain therero. . ene rab zniod 3. 
And this is the Condition of that River, as now it appeared upon View. r:For 
Amendment whereof, the Commiſſioners have made a Law of Sewers for the 
cleanſing and dikeing of the ſame, agreeable in ſome fort to the Inſtance of the 
Tawn of Wisbech; to the End, the Inland Drains may fall into their ancient 
and natural Channel, as the readieſt Means for their Conveyance to the Sea. 

And for as much as the ſaid Town and Inhabitants adjoining did conceive, that 
the erecting of a Shuice at a Place below Wisbech, called the Horſboe, would be 
very needful for the preſerving of the River from being choaked with Silt; they 
deficed that a Law might be made for the erecting ſuch a Sluice now, upon the 
dikeirig and cleanſing that River : But the Court of Sewers were of Opinion, 
that if the River was made and accommodated to a convenient Outfall, t freſh 
Waters deſcending would ſtill grind the Channel to ſuch a Depth, as ſſiouſd not 
need any ſuch Sluice; and alledging withal, that there being a Sluice hetetofore 
erected at the great Charge of the Country upon that River of Wisbech, not far 
from the Place where now they deſired to have one made, it ſtood not ſeven 
Days, but was broken and blown up by the Tides. Nevertheleſs, it was agreed 
that after the ſaid River was diked to ſuch a ſufficient, Depth, there ſhould be 
a Sluice erected if need required. But notwithſtanding this Law of Sewers for 
Amendment of that River, it is like to ſort to ſmall effect, becauſe they cannot 
agree where to lay the Charge: The Town of Wisbech alledging, That the Be- 
nefit of cleanſing and dikeing that Outfall, will altogether accrue to the behoof 
of the Upland Country, and ſerve for their Eaſe and Safety, by disburthefing 
them of the Overcharge of their Waters; and therefore that they ought. to put 
their Hand to work, and contribute thereto in ſome-reafonable*meaſure: And on 
the other Side, the Upland Countries do produce divers Preſentments, and ſome 
as high as H. 6. ſnewing that they ovght not to be 1 7 2 therewith; though 
otherwiſe they do not deny, that when the Channel is Icoured, if it prove ſer- 
viceable, they will yield à reaſonable and indifferent Aid ; Bur thoſe of Wisbech 
require Contribution at the firſt, to be expended as the Work ſhall proceed. And 
this is like to be the Hindrance of the Dikeing and accommodating of that Out- 
fall. £1 30" (OFFS AIRED ETA" m ·—— ,. 
From the Defect of this Outfall, as likewiſe from that of the River of Welland, 
which is worſe than this, it falleth out, that the River of Nene, which from 
Peterborrow down to Stangrowund and lower, ( where it is divided into Branches) 
is now in Summer 200 Foot broad, and 16 or 20 Foot deep, hath no way (be- 
ſides thoſe Branches that find a Paſſage as afbreſaid) for the Diſcharge of fo 
great a Weight of Waters, but the Level below Peterborrow which is a large 
Tract of a Country: A great Part whereof, and eſpecially that about Thorny 
Abby and of Crywland, was in former Times (as the Country informeth ) firm 
and good Ground; and is now a mere Lerna, ſurrounded with Water, and 
ſerving only for Fiſh and Fowl, without any further Benefit to the Publick. . The 
reſt of the Level 1s near of the ſame Condition, and go all under the Name of 
the High Fens. | 

Which Stop and Overcharge of Water there, doth not only cauſe the like over- 
flowing in the Upland Country to their infinite Loſs and Diſadvantage, upon Oc- 
caſions of Floods and Swellings of Waters, but the Inlanders themſelves are in 
like Danger, as well for thoſe Parts whereof they make uſe, as for their Cattle 
and their own Safety: Out of fear whereof they oftentimes upon the Swelling 
of the Waters, ring the Bells backwards, as they don other Places when the 
Town is in Danger of Fire. | TON ADS © 5 | 

And thereupon it is that the Upland Men, (as they inform) having long 
time expected an Amendment of the Outfall of Visbech, and finding little hope 
of a Remedy that way, did agree upon a Drain in the 38th Year of the late 
Queen, by way of a Supply to Wisbech River, called Clowes-Croſs ;, or Shire 
Drain, and divideth the Iſle of Ely from Holland, and by Shire-Gote falleth in- 
to that River, ſome five Miles below that Town: which Sewer lying 10 or 12 
Foot lower than the Level above, and where the Drain of the South Eea yy 
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| Ilfuch Waters as. 
ought to follow, that Stream, they were never; able to endure it. For Remedy. 
whereof, it is conceived and agreed upon by, the ſaid N That if the 


from the four 
res by a pew Cut, to be made through the Salt+marſhes to an Outfall, jc ſled 
ooo. Creek, beſides the Benefit which will e 7 gt he Eons, 
it will ſecure Marſhland from Danger, and no way prejudice Holland. 
The River of Welland running by Stamford, Decping and Spalding to the Sea, Welland: 
was likewiſe viewed by the Commiſſioners, and found to be a very fair, open, 
and clean River down as low as Crowland, but from thence to Spalding very de- 
fective, for want of dikeing and cleanſing ; and from Spalding to the meeting of 
this Water with the River of Glen, near unto the Sea, almoſt filted up for want 
of Dikeing, and a Current of freſh Water to ſcour the Channel; inſomuch as 
they were forced below Spalding, at the time of this View, and in Sight of all 
the Company, to carry their Boats by Cart the Space of three or four Miles, to 
a Place called Foſs-dike (where great Ships lay at Anchor) for want of a Cur- 
rent at a Low- water to carry them down the Channel. And the . of 
Spalding did complain, that they had no Water in the River to ſerve the neceſſa- 
ry Uſes of the Town, but ſuch as was unwholeſome, by reaſon of the Shallow- 
neſs thereof; which was leſs than half a Foot deep, two Miles below the Town, 
where the Committees now in the View rid over. 19 Ys 2 bog # 
And this is the State of thoſe Countries, as appeared upon this View, whereby. 
your Lordſhips may perceive in what Diſtreſs and Extremity they are, for want 
of Outfalls to the Sea, in the Rivers of Nene and Welland ; which two. Rivers, 
according to the Information: of the Country, do feed twelve Drains falling 
through the Fens, beſides other Dikes, all which did in former times fall into 
Wisbech Deep; but fix of them are now turned from thence, viz. Three on the 
North Side above Wizsbech, dividing the Counties of Cambridge and Lincoln; 
and Three on the South Side below Mirbech, dividing the Counties of Cambridge 
and * the other ſix are ſtill left to fall into Wishbech River, if it would 
receive them: But it carrieth not ſo much Water as one of them can bring to it; 
for when the Water cometh to Guyhirn, it forſaketh JVisbech River, and turneth 
towards March, and all for want of a ſufficient Outfall. 1 1 
Neither is it altogether new or grown of late (though otherwiſe far more 
than ever, in regard the Outfalls are more choaked than formerly) that theſe 
Countries are ſurrounded and overcharged with Waters, but that former times 
ſtood in need of Help and Aſſiſtance in this behalf. For in the Time of H. 6. 
Gilbert Haltoft, one of the Barons of the Exchequer, and dwelling about Well in Haltof', 
the Iſle of Ely, procured a Commiſſion for the Draining and ſettling of that Commiſien; 
Country; and accordingly proceeded in making Laws, which are now often al- 
ledged by the Name of Haltoft's Commiſſion, © Ti ? 
And afterwards, in the Time of H. 7. Biſhop Morton, Lord Chancellor of xe Lean. 
England, made a fair Drain for the Eaſe of the River of Nene, from Stan- 
ground a little below Peter horow, 14 Miles in length, and carried the ſame 
dow to Guybirn, where it meeteth with Mishech River; near to which Place he 
built a Tower of Brick, (part * is yet ſtanding) to the End he might 
stel, 9 ſee 
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88 . 
ſee his Workmen afur off 1 LA J eRions ab was requiſites: 
ce his Workmen afar off in the Level, and give ſueh. Directions as was tequiſites 
Which Drain was known by the Name of: New Lem. 12). 011 fror <1 
And of later Times my Lord Fepbam much affecting the Good Gf this 


, among other his Induſtries, made a fair Drain called Pypham's Hr. 
ginning about Well, and falling into the Podike, which is no ſtöpped front rom 
mg, n regard of Prejudice to ſome particular Men. 
. And ſome of London haye likewiſe of late taken Grounds there, and either 
made or cleanſed a fair Drain, called London Lode, near unto'the ſaid Place:! 

And if your Lordſſiip pleaſe to take it into your honourable Care; and dite 
ſome, real arid effectual Courſe for the opening of theſe two Outfulſs, und che re- 
Fm ſo many Thouſand Acres that are now furrounded; which will prove a 
Work of great Honour to his Majeſty,” and Good to the Publick-;/ though chere 
be many Gentlemen of good Worth in thoſe Parts, that want neither Judgment 
nor Zeal to do ſervice therein: Yet it is conceived, that it Would be beſt af. 
fected by ſuch as have no Intereſt at all in the Country, but ſtanding indifferent 
betwixt each Party, and having no other End but the common Benefit, may 
proceed according to the Rule of Iuſtice ànd Reaſon; as well in draiming the 
Waters to their true and ancient Outfalls, which is the only means to de the 
Country good, as levying Charge without Favour or Partial : Wherein tho? 
they are like to find many Gainſayers, according to 4 Maxini-t ey have among 
themſelves, That he that will do any good in Sewing, muſt do it againſt tlie will 
of ſuch as ſhall have profit by it: Let the End will crown the Work with 
Honour and Safety, and make large Room for People and Habitation, with as 
much Advantage to the State, as any other part of the Kingdom can afford. All 


which I humbly leave to your Lordſhips grave and approved Wiſdoms. 
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The Bounds of the Great ] Level of the Feng called Bedford Level, is 
umited by the AG 1649. and confirmed by the Af, 15 Car. 2. 


"HE. faid Level is bounded: as followeth, viz." Eaſtward from the Bridge 
and Cauſeway of Stoke, unto Brandon Bridge, upon the Uplands of North-, 

old, Methold, Feltwell, Hotkwold and Wilton, in the County of Norfolb; ¶ ſee 

the Map of the great Level of the Fens) and from Brandon Bridge unto the end 

of Worlington-lode, upon Mildenhall River, upon the Uplands of Brandon, the 

Low-grounds of Waynsford excluding the ſame ; the Uplands of Lakenheach, 

the Low- grounds of Earswell excluding the ſame ; and the Uplands of Milden- 
hall in the County of Suffolk. —— Southward from Worlington-lode unto Burwell 

| Block, upon the Uplands of Freckingham, Ifibam, Fordham, Soham, and Wickin, 


in the County of Cambridge, and excluding the Low-grounds of Burwell, Land- 

ward, and other Places lying Eaſtward from Burwell Block aforeſaid; and from 
. thence unto the Mill near Angliſey Abby, upon the Uplands of Burwell, Reach, 
£ Swaffham Prior, Swaffham Bulbeck, and Botſbam, in the County of Cambridge; 
[i and from thence unto the Ferry. place at Clayhith, upon the Uplands, called 
uibalk, the Low-grounds called 'Low-Fen, and the Uplands of Horming ſey and 
Clayhith in the ſaid County, excluding the Low-grounds called Low-Fen-and 
Ofen; and from the ſaid Ferry Place unto Over-lade, upon the Uplands of Ma- 
terheach, Cottenbam, Rampton, Wivelingham, and Over, into the ſaid County of 
Cambridge; and upon the Low-grounds of Swacy in the ſaid County, exelud- 
ing the ſame.— Weſtward from Erith, unto the Dam lately made upon the Ri- 
ver Nean near Standground, upon the Uplands of Somerſham and the Sogk 
thereof. Warboys, Wiſtow, Berry. Ramſey, Upwood,' Ravely, Woodrwalton, Swa- 
trey, Connington, Glatton and Holm, Caldecot, Denton, Stilton, Yaxley, Faſſat and 
Am: in the County of Huntington, excluding the Low- grounds lying on 
the North Side of the River Ouſe above Erith; and from the {aid Dam unto 
Peterborough Bridge, upon the ſaid River of Man; and from thence unto the 


Ferry Place near Waldron Hall, upon the Uplands of Peterborough, and the — 
| thereo 
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TGT FO the 3 Northampton. Nerthward from. the ſaid Ferry Place 

Waldron tl vw mand Brid; upon the, River of Welland; and from 
thence 2 5 nf ay Parſand.;; Ne from t unto 
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thence; unto the hive ver of Nean near  Thurling's in Upmell, upon the, Ba 


Needham called; — Die; and from thence unto Kn 855 Nd. 


zwe Corner of Walſngham Fen, u pon che Bank of the Grounds. tg vell 154 
Outwell, called 1 and Church feld 2 the aforeſaid ens and 
r 


Grounds called Walderſey, Goldham, ;Needbam,. Play-fireld and Church 11d and 
from thence unto Saltero- lade, upon the new Podike Bank; and chance un- 


2 the Mouth of the River Wi/ey, upon the River Ouſe; and from thente unto 
a Bridge, upon the River M iſerʒ and from thence, unto he Upland; at the 
2 — the Bank of the Grounds late of Edmond Skipwith, Es Þ deceaſed upon 
the ſaid Bank; and from:thence:; untp Sole Bridge, upon 85 plands of |Rox- 
ham, Deerbam, Weerbam, Vretton and Stoke, in the. ounty of Norfolk ; 
except the imbanked Grounds late of Edmond el, 0 0 on dhe 
North Side of the River Ouſe. l 
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An REST R. 40 1 of the 4 or.” Draining 15% Great Level ! off 
Feus, which Paſſed the 2gth of Nay,” 1649. 


.. — The Act ſets fort- gs 


H. T for the Improvement of the Fens, which would cauſe an Increaſe 
f our Manufactures, Commerce and Trade, and be at Advantage to tlie 
won eshh, the Great Level, whoſe Limits and Bounds are deſcribed, was 
undertaken to be drained by Francis Earl of Bedford, and Participants, cho in 
his Life time made good Progreſs in ths ſaid Work; but by reaſon of ſome 
late Interruptions, their Work have fallen into Decay. Therefore now Wil- 
liam, Son of the ſaid Francis, undertakes to proceed effectually in the ſaid Work 
of 0. That the ſame may, Proceed with. Juſtice and Ee. itt is 
enacte 

That the ſaid William Earlof Bedford and Participants, ſhall, on or before the 
10th Day of OZober, 1656, cauſe the ſame to be drained and imbanked without 
Prejudice to Navigation, | in the ſaid Rivers or Parts adjacent; and all the ſaid Le- 
vel, except as hereafter is excepted, ſhall be made Winter. Grounds. in ſuch manner 
a the ſaid Rivers or * of them ſhall not over fow the Grounds: within the Said 

eve 

And for bearing the Charge of draining and maintaining the Works ee tim 
to time, ſhall have and enjoy 95,000 Acres; and collect Taxes out of the ime 
95,000 Acres for that Purpoſe: Each Adventurer to pay e Shilling an Acre 
towards the doing the ſaid Work of Draining. 18 9 1 to make any new. 
or enlarge any old Cuts, or other Works neceſſary for the aid Draining; giving 
reaſonable Satisfaction to the Owners, where ſuch Cuts or Works are made. It 
any difference happen therein, then all ſhall beordered andadjudged: by the Com- 
miſſioners hereafter named, or by any ſix or more of them. 

No Commiſſioners of Sewers to intermeddle, but to uphold and maintain the 
Works after adjudged ; the ſazd Earl and Adventurers having 200 Acres, or any 
tive or more of them to act as Commiſſioners of Sewers, and have Power to make 
Taxes upon the 95,000 Acres, only for upholding the Works of Draining. To 
this end, have Power to meet in the Middle Temple Hall, London, upon the 17th 
Day after every Term 

The Commiſſioners hereafter N have power three Years ; after the Drain- 
ing is adjudged, to give and make Satisfaction out of the 95, 00 Acres, to ſuch 
whoſe Lands or Intereſt ſhall be made worſe 7 the Draining, than * Were in 
the 6th Year of King Cheater $ 


1 
oy 1 114 * 


[ £16 J . 

Jo prevent Differentes between the Adventurbrs, tlie Names and particulas 
Shares of each Adventurer to be entted in Book for that purpoſe provided, 
ind no Conveyance to be valid till ſo entered or intblled in the Chancery. 
And it is enacted, That the Commiſſioners hereafter named, organ ſix or 
more of them, ſhall inform themſelves by Examination of Witneſſes upon Oath, 
and by their own View, or both, of all fuch Matters Which ſhall be neceſſary: for - 
the ſpeedy executing all the Powers given them, and doing Juſtice therein, 


9 


And the Sheriffs and all other Officers of the Counties in Which the Premiſes 


lie, are tequired to be aiding and aſhſting. TERTLES > % e 19070%) 17 
And it 1s enacted, That cena bas MAUETSLL DINED. ork! 


William Lenthal, Eſq; Speaker of the Parliament. 
The Lord Keper WW HIGH Shgins bete 111 
Lord Chamberlain, o o % bee e g: 
Lord Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners of the Great Seal of England ſor the 

Time being. 4 ANR X 10 7 OI ür nen 10 bis 

All the Judges of the Upper Bench, and Common 

Barons of the Fxtbogbtr ft the Time being. 

Philip, Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, , 
William, Earl of Salisbury. . | n 
Edward, Lord Howard, Baron of Eſericł. 

Over Cromwel; Lieutenant Genera 
Henry Ireton, Commiſſary General. | 
Sir Fobs Danvers :. And 45 more Knights and We benen mentioned. ? 
And every of them are hereby Agnes Commyſſioners, to hear and deter- 

15 a \ 1x —— » d * "Dd 
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An ARSTRAC T of the; A& of Parliament, made Anno 15. Caroli 

II. Regis. For ſettling. the Draining of the Great Level of the Fens, 
called Bedford Level. La e eee 

The Act ſets forth. 78 | 

HA after ſeveral fruitleſs Attempts, the Fens were at laft at the Re- 

queſt of the Perſons intereſſed, undertaken to be drained by Francis 

Earl of Bedford, according to a Law of Sewers made at Aing's Lyn, Anno, 6. 

Car. 1. who was to have for his Recompence 95,000 Acres. 2 

F. 2. The Bounds and Extent of the Fens deſcrib'd. _ i 

Great Encouragement given by King Charles I. to the ſaid Earl, his Adven- 

turers and Participants, upon the Covenants and Conditions contain'd in a cer- 

tain Indenture of 14 Parts, bearing date the 27th of Feb. 7th Year of his ſaid 

Ma jeſty's Reign. . | 

F. 3. And by Letters Patents, his Adventurers to have Succeſſiion for ever. 

. After the ſaid Earl Francis his Death, William Earl of Bedford, his Son and 

Heir, obtained a pretended Act of Parliament, 29%. Maii 1649. and by colour 

of that Act, he and his Participants proceeded in fimſhing the Works, and the 

Fens were adjudged drained by the Commiſſioners appointed by that Act. But 

as they could not-be preſerved without a perpetual conſtant Care, and orderly 

Government: _ | | | 

g. 4. Therefore incorporated by the Name of the Governor, Bayliffs, and 

Commonalty of the Company of Conſervators of the Great Level of the Fens, 

to confiſt of a Governor, fix Bayliffs, 20 Conſervators and Commonalty. 


F. 5. And any five or more of them, whereof the Governor, or Bayliffs, or 
any of them to be Two, to Tax the 95,000 Acres, to maintain the Works. 
Penalty of Non-payment, not exceeding one Third Part of the Tax. 


F. 6, 7. The 12000 Acres accepted of by the late King Charles I. to be 
ſubject to all Taxes, with the Reſidue of the 95,000 Acres. MT 20 
F. 8. The Governor, Bayliffs and Conſervators, appointed Commiſſioners of 
Sewers for Preſervation of the Level, by convenient Outfalls to Sea; and they 
or any five, whereof the Governor or any of the Baylifts to be two, to — as 
. om- 


2 


wm) 


Commiſſioners of Sewers within al ſaid great Level; — of the Works made, 
or to be made without the ſaid Level, bor er the Waters 7542 convenient 
Outfalls to the Seas. © 1 
2 9. No other Commiſſioners da meddler © Wel 

10. Conveyance of Freehold, and Inhericthbs If the! 115 52 8 of 
Forte, if entet d 8 ann Regiſter, un a Book _—_ for that/ n from the 
Time of 11 g 

8. 11. Non payment bf Taxes 10 te levied by Sale of the Lands, the Thur: 
dey and Friday after the firft Sunda 3 April. 00 bisl 

$. 12. Have Power to erect new Works within or without — ſaid Level, for 
conveying the Waters to Sea; making Satisfaction uhere they Cut. And if any 
Perſon ſhall cut, throw down, or deſtr any ſuch Works, all anſwer treble 
Damages and Coſts, by Action of Tre aſs. And if wes aA Thall be Pi 
niſhed as for cutting the Podike in Marſhland. = 

F. 13. The Governor and the other Officers to take an Oath, well and truly 
to execute that Office in all Things: The Oath to be adminiftred by any two of 
the Corporation. And for the Continuance of the ſaid * for ever, 
the Members upon Wedneſday in V hitſun- Week yearly, ſhallchufe new Officers, 
by the greater Number than \Ptoſent- whereof the'Governor or one of the Bai- 
lifts to be one ; ) a Governor or Bailiffs to liave 260" Acres of — aid 95,000, oils 
not qualified, Bata | 

A Conſervator 200 Acres, © | 

The Commonalty, Electors, to hive 100 Artes to enable him bo Voter . 

F. 20. And whereas the Draining dreſaid, and future Maintenance of the 
ſaid Great Level, bught to be without Prejudite to Navigation ;" and becauſe all 
Complaints which have been made, and all Preju _ whieli have been, or 
ſhall be done to particular Perſons, Pariſnes and Places, cannot by this A& be 
ſufficiently provided for and remedied : It is therefore enacted, That ſeven 
Commiſſioners for each of the ſix Counties eie into the Fens, be conſti- 
tuted for the Purpoſes herein mentioned. 

F. 21. And for the ſupplying the Number of ſuch Comniiſlionets in tate of 
Death, or other Avoidance- or Iucapacity: It is enacted, That within three 
Months after fuch Death or Notice of Avoidance or I. capacity, the remaining 
Commiſſioners, of each reſpective County of which ſuch: were, or the major 
Part of them ſhall from time to time nominate and appoint by Deed, under 
their Hands and Seals, to be enrolled in the Chancery; ſome other Perſon or 
Perſons reſiding within the ſame County, in Place ot Stead, G. 

Which Commiſſioners, or Seven or more of them, ſhall hear and determine 
Complaints, Grievanees „Ge. as therein i reſſed, relating to, or occaſioned 
by the Draining or Maintaining of the {aid veat Level, and to award 7 
faction out of the 95,000 Acres. 

F. 23. And in caſe the ſaid Earl of Bedford ind his Participatits or the. Kid 
Corporation ſhall through or by reaſon» of their Undertaking, or Draining afore- 
ſaid, in the 6th Year of his late Majeſty's Reign, of ever bleſſed Memory, — 
done, o- hereafter ſball do any Act or Adi, to the. Prejudice of Navigation 
whereby Navigation in the 2 Rivers 6 4 Ouſe and rant, and all other wy We 
now navigable, paſſing through the ſaid Level, (and the River of Weſt-Water 
— a Branch of be River of Otiſe,” if it be confiſting with the Draining ) of in 

ny of them Or ſuch other Drove-Way s or Bridges, within or without the faid 
+. as have been made, or cauſed to de made by the Adventurers, and have 
been by them maintained, unleſs there be ſome Agreement to the contrary: 
Be, or hereafter ſhall be interrupted, obſtrufted, and made worſe: That then the 
faid Commifſioners, or any ſeven or more of them, whereof the Vieechancellot 
for the "Univerſity of Cambridge, the Mayor of the Town of Cambridge, and 
the Mayor of the Town of Xing*s-Lyn, for the Time being; to be Three: If they 
upon notice left at their reſpective abitations, ' ſhall think fir to be preſent from 
time to time; ſhall and may deeree the ſame to be made good and amended, at 
the proper Coſts and Charges of the-{aid Corporation, within a convenient Time 
as to their Judgments ſhall ſeem meet. 

F. 24. And in caſe it ſhall happen and ſo fall out, that the ſaid Corporation 
ſhall 6 fi or refuſe to re 2755 and make good the ſame, according to the Or- 
der and Decree of the ſaid Commiſſioners, and within the Time limited by 
H h them, 


\ 
o 


Dis) | 
them, that then it ſhallan& may + be lauful to and for the ſaich Cummiſſioners 
or any ſeven or more uf them, by Warrant under their Hands and Seals atteſteck 
to Tax the ſaid 95,000 Acres in ſuch Sum and Sums of Money, as th thei 
Judgment ſhall ſeem meet, for the — preſerving, and okteping-the' Navipa- 
tion in any of the aforeſaid River ʒ \as the ſame was in the ſuia Sixrh Year! 
King Charles I. Which ſaid Sum or Sums of Money fo to be aſſeſſed or taxedib 
the ſaid Commiſſioners, ſhall within 20 Days next after the Notice thetedf given 
to the Governor or Treaſurer of the ſaid Corporation, be paid unto ſuchꝭ Petſon 
or Perſons as the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall nominate and appoint to receive the 
fame, And in caſe the ſaid Governor or Treaſurer of the ſaid Corporation; after 
notice given as aforeſaid, ſhall refuſe or neglect to pay the ſaid Sum or Sums of 
Money as aforeſaid: That then the ſaid Commmiſſioners, or any ſeven or more 
of them, ſhall have full Power and Authority: toz1mpower, the Maid Perſon or 
Perſons, to levy the ſaid Sum or Sums of Money, by Diſtreſs or Diſtreſſes to be 
taken upon the ſaid 95, oo Acres, or any part thereof: And to make Sale of the 
ſaid Diſtreſs or Diſtreſſes ſo taken, and ſell the ſame, and render the Overplus 
unto the ſaid Governor or Treaſurers, deducting the reaſonable Charges of 
their Labour and Pains therein. All which fard Sum and Sums of Money, to 
be taxed or levied by the Anthority aforeſaid; fall be expended and laid out in 
preſerving and keeping the ſaid Navigation as afoxeſaid, and maintaining the ſame 
according to the true Intent and Meaning of this Statute. - eke toc 
F. 25. If 8600 Acres are drowned 12 Months together, -thoſe Commiſſioners 
ſhall aſſeſs Taxes fot Draining. r : l on of To eee 
F. 26. And in caſe the Corporation ſhalknegle@or refuſe Payment, (it antea) 
whereupon the Goods of particular Pexſona, O ceaſnall be diſtrained or ſold, or his 
or their Lands :ſequeſtred; that then the ſame ſhall be aſſeſſed and taxed upon 
the whole 95;000-Acres: Andi further Remedy, .. lag. 
F. 27. Commiſſioners to inform themſelves, by examining Witneſſes upon 
Oath. „ aries rar patbaszxs Ino Rl du 16 1363 TOE - iter 
And the Commiſſioners themſelves to take an Oath, as in the Act preſcribed-. 
All Decrees of the Commiſſioners to be final. 
Places of their fitting from the 29th of September, to the 26th: of Mart, to 
be at Huntington; and from the 35th of March to the goth of September; to be 
at Ely in every Lear: Unleſs the Commiſſioners, or ſeven of them ſhall appoint 
ſome other Place, being a Market Toun; and:by Warrant under their Hands 
and Seals, declare the Places and Times of their after Meeting: Which Warrant 
ſhall be publiſhed in open Market, where they laſt ſate, between twelve and 
two, on ſome Market Day, one Month at, leaſt before time of Meeting: And 
_ . ſuch Warrant to Summons Parties and Witneſſes to appear be- 
drertbem. „ „ 28nd biet offs 40 Nui irg 10 panfu od 2d 
None who have Intereſt in the Level to be a Commiſſioner, 211 16 10 toit; 
F. 28. And it is provided, that ſuch Commiſſioners may give and make Sa- 
tisfaction out of the 95000 Acres, to ſuch;Perſori or Perſons, whoſe. Lands ot 
Intereſts therein (by any new Works to be made without the ſaid Level, for 
conveying the Waters to Sea) ſhall be made worſe in Quality, Condition, or 
Value, proportionable to the Loſs and Damage the Parties ſhall receive thereby. 
F. 33. And if the Commiſſioners do not male Satisfaction within 12 Months, 
the Barons of the Exchequer to be a Judicature from thence for thoſe Purpoſes. 
F. 34. And it is enacted, That if any Breaches happen in any the Banks, 
Saſſes, Sluices, Tunnels, or other Works within the ſaid Great Level, or in any 
Works without the Great Level for conveying the Waters, or by reaſon of ſome 
inevitable Accident; the ſame ſhall be repaired and made good in convenient 
time by the Corporation, &c, But no other Charge ſhall be laid upon them, for 
or in reſpect of ſuch Breaches, nor-ſhall be inforced to give to any other Perſon 
any recompence for oy Loſs or Damage which ſhall happen, by reaſon of their 
making neceſſary and ſufficient Banks for the defending the ſaid Level from 
being overflown, and for the leading of the Waters of the ſaid Level in their 
Channels, as now they run unto their Outfall at Sea. - | | 
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Flax, hing without the Fen Pitter j as they were deliver d hy Will. Hay- 
ward, Gent. Surveyor upon his Oath at Wishech abe ii gthf july, 460%. 
bs 28 IWV. 80 f BIO TID * eit ; 1 4 4g) . 10 „Bür- li 371 7 \\ $i Aude. 
5:13 410 $1523! J Asi Tf umd 16 L Vage 9 200 brig a NN 281 nn Acres. 
tuin . —riæC 55 8675 
Burrough little Fen, contain ñũłꝓłk⸗k⸗☚z3———ß—r—ß 
Croyland Fens in three Pieces, us. contain — 500 
Certain ſeveral Fens and wet Meadows. lying in Eh, between Bihrbnebbd 
little Pen, Burrougb great Fen, and Catwater, contain ä³5— 956 ; 
Thorney, Grounds, containing in all 15;850, -whereof.in Hard Land goo! 
Acres. In Ken rpms 15,450 
Wisbech Hundred high Fen, with Sutton Fen and Trokenhok Sevskalg con- 

8 tain — — . FLARE, —— — — — ä 8365 
Ladweres,,  Ixwellmoor , the Rivers, Oc. and other Sevetals between 
Coldham Bank, . Biſhop's Dike, the Diviſion of March, Welney'River,'and - © 

n 
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Darſey, Lode — —— ————— 


Wittleſey and Sranground.common Fens, with divers Severals, and the Se- 
verals between the old Eea and Tbyrny Bounds; the Diviſion of Viſ e- 
bech hagh Fen and Paddington Pens, and from that: Diviſion to the high ul) 

Stream, and Ramſey Mere to Knots Delph, and by chat Delph up to 
Horſer Bridge, (in which Bound 'Ramſey hath a great Part bf a fen 
next to Ramſey Mere, containing 2800 Aeres ). contain 44,433 
W by Congueſit lade to Pocher: bolt, and the high Lands 5390 
Certain Feus in Huntingtanſbire, between the high Lands Skirts, and Ræm- 
J Hards and Mere, and the ſaid high Stream and Oonqueſt- ode 13,433 
Other Fens of Huntingtonſhire, lying between Ramſey. Mere, the high! 
Stream to Bemeich ; the Weſt Water to Erith Bridge, and-the Skirts f 
the high Land between the ſai Bridge and Ramſiy Hards 21 3,340 
The Fens of Doddington, cum r and: Several... 32,000 
Hony Eens, in all 3703, vis. Hardland 99 fen — 280 
Chattery's Fens, together with certain Fens.of Sutton, and Bial Feny! witk 
dome Severals lying between the Bounds of Doddington and Hony, tlie 
Weſt Water, Sutton-lode, and Ox Willow-lode, contain — 20,700 
Sutton Fens, on the South of Sutton - lods, between the 2p Water Hadden- 
bam Fens, and the Hards of Haddenbam, Sutron and Aſepal, æontain — 2,9 10 
Haddenham Fens, between the former Fens, the River of Que, Villertonn 
Tens, and Haddenbam Hards e.. 300 
Willingham Fens on the Sourh of the Ouſe, on the Weſt of Aldrich: Calſey, 
beſides Hempſal on the, Eaſi thereof. . — 2920 
Wilberton Fens, with part of other Fehs between the Ouſe and Hard land, 
to Ely Bridge, contain ———— — 
Grunty Fen compaſſed with the high Lands, containeth ——— —— —— 1694 
A Fen more North, between Sutton-lode by Coveney, and the hard Land of 
divers Towns compaſſing it — — — — 3780 
Downham Wodfen, and other Fens between the Fens of Littleport, the 
Onſe and Ely, hard Lands to the Town | — — — 2440 
The Fens of Littleport on both Sides of the Ouſe Common and 8 everal 12,66 
Weſtmoor South of Dar ſey-lode and Meſt of Welney River, together with 
divers Severals — ————— 15,360 
Certain Fen Grounds Common and Several, between Welney River and 
the Cawley Dike in Upwel — — — hte — —ů 1 155 
8600 
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Certain Fens Common and Several, between Velney River, Maid. lode, 
the Ouſe and Littleport Ground 1„„!⸗ł„% ens 

Beſides a part of Wishecb high Fen lying in Walter ſie, with divers Seve- 
rals, containing ĩũ4!ĩ„„ „7 


| WOE TT | — | — 3320 
Marſhland Fen, containing — _C_ CE men ' 4220 


From this Plat was copied the Plan and Deſcription of the Fenz printed in this Work. 2 


And 
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| Acres. 
And many other Low-grounds berpeep | pl x River then 
„ enen eee, 
The Fens Lemon Helguy Bridge and 8 ths Rivera ew 
_ Eaſt; the high nds of Stoke, Wretton, Meer bam, Deerham, Rox- 
ham, on the North; and the Grounds of Edmund Skipwith, Gent. on the 


We „contain de ner er b 43 dhe ded . 23090 ay) 


The ens between the hogs Ca Hockwold, Wilton, Feltwelt, Me- 
 thold and Nortbwold high Lands on the Eaft; Stoke River on the Nobdheg nt 
the Imbanked Grounds of Helgay, Modney, 8 n 
River of Ouſe on the Meſt; an Branden River, 0 
Brand. Bridge, contain. ͤê ̈lᷣä̃— e 2 

The Fens between Brandon River ſds North; the River of Ouſe iX 

Y part, and Whelpmoor and Burnt Fen on the 2 Mildenhall high ' 
13 and River on the Se; and che high Laut from Mildenball 
to Brandon wo——— — — ; — — 419 

— —— Eaſt; .Ouſs from Prick-willow pwnd, 
Ely Bridge on the North Weſt ;, Stuntuy and Sobam Cauſeway, the high” 
Ground of Strentney, Norner, Sobam, 1 and . on the 
. — —-—-—⸗ —ͤ— oe 


The Fens and 9 — Grant, hin T cre to Naybitb 
nnd Horningſey High- grounds on the Weſt ; the Way | 
„ and Quay and Botteſham High-grounds on the South; the 
doe Stoaffbame, Reach, Burwell, Lamvard and Fordbem on the e 
and of Sobam and W; ehin, North———— —— 1.950 

The Fens beeween the High- grounds of Werben and Hinton, Weſt ;' of 
Fulbuyn, South, of great nd! little Wilbram, W ; of Botteſham and 
Quay, North b.! — —— — 1240 

8 — Grant, from Harrimeye to Dirton on the Ba#t © Oufe,. om Harri. 

- mere to Aldrich Bridge on the North; "Henpfol, hIrtham, and the High- 
Grounds of Rampton, Meñ; and the Hig grounds of ee and 
Denny Abby, South ms 190 

Hempſall and Ireham, Eat of Aldrich Casey, contain — — 923 

The Low-grounds from St. Ives to Erith Bridge on the Son's Uh Fens 
of Willingham and Over on the | Ea# ; the High-grounds 'of Swaſy, 

. Draiton and Stanton, on the South; and the High-grounds of St. Toes,” 
NN Lad — — . — 35329 

The Low-lands between St. 3 on the North Side of the On „between 
the ſaid River on the South and Eat, and the Highland - Bluntſham, 
a a} and ion Tves, on the North and Weft, do contain 


1871 


Summa rot Onnia— ͤ—— — 7,4 
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The Gradual Acre Tax of the 2 Hot: for mainaining the 2 


of Draining. 


HE 85, 000 Acres, part of the 95,000 . which were at * « firſt Un- 
dertaking caſt into Lots; every Adventurer then had his Share in that 
Diviſion of good and bad Land, and all Land taxed alike per Acre; but after- 
wards being divided into different Hands, as People became Purchaſers of good 
or bad, the bad Land alone would not bear the Burthen of the Tax, for that 
there being much difference in the Soil of the ſaid Lands and ſome part much 
more ſubject to overflowing than others, and not capable of being fo well drain- 


ed: Therefore by the * 10 Car. 2. The er given to the Governor, 1 
an 
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7 9 60 5 K* the tithe We'd 


ET moſt convenient Y-ahd" 
ee the 95, SD Rexes were för the future e 


after 


| andCoalerrators, for their laying of Taxes, and L d for Non-paymmenks:.: 
was alter'd om Whitſun-Week, unto Foods „ Thurſday, and 78 — 
. Sunday 1 every Yar, and A tid 


"the 


red ty 13 5 e 
Mel bf 


NO 154 ever Degrees 3 
in the bas Except the ee e AM 'at' 125 * $ Acre, 
when the 35500 AT are ane {hl WES ich: Fand ſo in proportibn.. 


Remainder 4; ,ooo Acres lieth Overplus, The 20 Lots, and how rated, n 
ro the Dral 


o UZOLT SS — — " hn ACE] 
Sorts rated. i Acres N. ©; + 
„II {bi Comme, . eee inen 60 oo 
70 6 Botſiam High Fen e ee e 140 0 OO 
2 Sate Meadland next Middlemore === LEUN l 131 00 
— 3 Weſtmore No. Bedford 2 er A.— — — — 4 9 oo 

3. Cove ney Severals A. —— —— — 9h 6 ©. O0 
4. Helge Common by Capt - Skipwith's Bank — ©0 
0 Tee et, Arkinſtal, nley Several, afar" or Un x 
þ | , Shell, and Thompſon's Fen in Lakingheath, atid the two | 
' = Sedge Fens, an Coplow a n .in. Mild denhall A. 9259 O 
5 4 Abe Lowellmoor, an . A, — — — 478 oo 
4 Stuntuey Common — — — — — — 32 60 
= 8 Farm —— e 22 60! 
1 4. tunt ny ſmall Severals ens Ns . - 012 90 
N art of Thorn ñ„uH . — 100 00 
4 One Several in 22 — — or, oo 
* GCrunty Fen A. ex) TORI. 1 = _ 100 oo 
3 Beexelings Fen in Doddington „“ 344 oo" 


There 1s of the 83555 Acres part of the 95,000 Acres of Adventure Land, 
86,000 Acres divided into 20 Lots or Shares, 4,000 Acres in each Lot. The 


Taxes are as followet 
ng TO i, d Ain 


FIRST Lo r. 


3. Creek Een in Doddington A. next March — — 200 O0 


4 Stoney Fen and Block 


2 


2 * . 2 " N 300 oOo 
2 1 Common A. — Ee $00 Do: 
= Great Bradnymoor a Several in Dodd == * | — 162 02 
4 Severals of Doddington . n 2 
2 Hale Fen Common. and * Fen a Several by Welney, 
next Welney A. — 200 OO 
J Severals A Well and Welney — O40 OO 
Weftmoor N' = — — — — 050 oo 
: Weftmoor So. N — zo oo 
22 14.— — — — 2 un NN 4 
— . 42 al Urs Ear 1b c 
NY | Ny: W W J tit TN - 
2 8 — © £2508 ene 
05 80 == —$ ce#2- Lea 5-4 91% Wnt 2 
—— O D ice Weed et 
; 8 | — — o o 00 
5 Sutton in Nortb kenn e —.— 4272 OO oo 
3 Weftmoor-North B. — bodeneenni 400 0 00 
3 Covency Severals B.. — | % 90. 00 
1 Methwold Common, and Feltwell North Een A. We bad 400 O oo 
; Townmoors in Lakingbeathj:&c;B;- eta in nie oo oO 
4 Whelpmoor, &c. B. — — 46, co oo 
r Ladus Fen A. next unto Creek F en — — 1 Dο o 
1 Borſbam, Qu 449 —— part Inter- common. A. next Bf. N 
> ſham Loa — ( T1750 50 100 DO. OO 
4 7 in Chatreſſe A.: = 3⁰⁰ oo oo 


” % 4 


8 — ede L hed 1d. 91g KN 3 Creek 


722 J 


SM bes. pritff al by ON — — to vrirys) 1111 10H Acre R * 


2 
2 0 
x - 


- 
o 
4 
- 
o 
* 


, T1 


* 1 


1255 


* 
5 


N. D id! N ng bone 
EO B ce. — ——. mp 26 80 00 
3 1 and Block 1 — ene e ice 4⁰⁰ 2907 o 


{14 431! Or 

vor Severals in Marc. = 288", 99.1.00.. 
4 Somerſham Comn — 99 Do; 00, 
e Fen, 8 32 — od; 135 151 „00 
2 e South, t. . from e — — 3d 2 00, 00. 
3 inn North — e 1 e . 30 109500 ., 
: 543 fit Eo 5 ite J - 216573 50 03 8 Hol — — 
2 r Wolf bm e 1 550 13 Ch: - 175 APO 1M: 0 
edelight oth ang e ene: 

R D 1 0 1. 

2 F 1 2 A1 1 
— 250 G0 a. 


1 Aiddledircb Fen in as — _ — — 1 


11 Great Shelfould in Wiveling 


420 


\ 


towards ChatresFen,and 6 © 26 neſt F enadjoining-032' 00 os; 
3 Weſtnioor. North — __ —F=...,= 200 C0 oo 
2 /imoor South, A, - = ==, 200 | 00* 00 
35 Ram 05 Severals, A r Dil 00 oo 
1 Methwold Common, G. Nee. SK. — — — 400” 3 00 
I Townmoors, KC. C. — 5 : _— * „ e 200 00 
3 Brandon Commons—— 1 — 7 350. 00 oo 
4 North Cloud, a Common 1 Lakinbeath — — 058. co oo 
3 Severals of Lakinbeath, Been — — — 052 0 oo 
4 Ladus Fen, B.——: — — — L 115 oo oo 
ll Grunty Fen, B. B — — — RE 100 co 03 
4 LangwoodFen, B. — — 300 O 00 
4 Whitemore1n Be A. the Parcel of 300 Acres diked ONO 
out — 2 282888 F 0 
4 toney and Block Fen Common, C. 4. —— 400 oo oo 
| uſymoor, Well Pingle and Farmers Fen, MN — $09. 00 oO 
| : Conzington Severals, A. in the greater E Fen - L 200” O ©0 
5 Well and Welne Severals ——— — 079 00” oo 
3 Weſtmoor North N. the Thirteenth, &, eee es 
= hee, South 8. Os — — — L 650 oo oo 
nnn, ay 4000 O oo 
F Lo: EE EN 
7 Haddenbom Common C. — 100 OO oo 
7 Basa 1 and Fordy in Sobam 231 O oo 
5 Honey Fen in Chatre — — — O40 oO oo 
2 Wefimoor South B bi — 400 co oo 
5 Ramſey Severals, 83. — —— 074. oo oo 
1 Methwold Common, &c. C. — - — — 400 oo oo 
: Townſmoor, &c. D. — — 2 00 00 
hell moor, Re; bt — — — . — 46 00 OO 
5 fir Hes Sandy's imbanked Ground 3.— . — 115 © oo 
; Grunty Fen C.— "PR - — 126 q 00 
4 Mhenny Fer in Chatſ es —— — e I OO 
4 Whitmoor itt Doddingron b. next unts the 300 Adred diked a 
3 Euſymbor;” 0 — — — 2d (ole Oo 
4 Somerſbam, C.- 0 Nil 3 7 > (..-.:300' co oo 
2 Felripell Severats, Dv. — — 80 00 00 
2 Calderott SEVera lon - . i gen. O56 b. oo 
3 Mr. Tirrill's ground by Prieſts Houſes * * 3. —— 027 oO oo 


4 Sutton, the Remainder of North Fen; and the middle 5 next 1 


4 Seve- 


[. 129 J 


Sorta ratedt A Aces. . N 


50 Bev erak of -Doddrngron — — — enn 80 oo 

0 : Me ſinvor North E. the Fifth; &c-- — RF % Bo oo 

_- 2-Weſtmoor South K. H. — — — Oy o O00 

00 00 GAUE . | | 
K ney HIUSVEC — — 


FIT TH LOT, , 
3 O00. 088. — — — — — Hoff. ) wit M 7 © 
%, q 1001 endo. "bo. oo 
bam Common —— | —— — Deen. 2 oo 
ron South. of Bedford Rivor, nexe unto the Fong of Hed-ax'\l\ £ 
Weſimogr South, -C. — = — ' bo: 
I9 > 2 Feſt ow Fenn —— — — —— 05 bo: 
-.» 7 Ramſey Sexerals, D. v ˙¾˙n;— 8 bot 
5 Witcham Common E Several A. „4 Acres gig 007 
© 5-Cbatres Sẽvefals === mk — 865 00 
8 —.— rr oc 
3 Lalinbeath, Tommmbors, & c. E. . — — 2 1 60) 
5 Whelpmoor, &c. D. — - — 661 oo 
2 -Knights Fen in Hockwold-atid Ridmeor Grounds, | A. 11 co 
6 "Throckew-bolt. by Clows-Croſs; A. next-Clhws:Croſs ——=—005 o 
00 "a runty Fen, Dow—_ — — —-ᷣ — e 100 00 
3 Norwold Comtuon, A. next unto Stoke Bridge ade: 200 0 
25 . 3 Wh Fen and-We# Fen Cloſe, — 7. — 483 oo 
5 Whitmeor, C. next unto Wicbceb Fens — — 0 
4 Somerſbam Commons, Do —— _ — ——— 300 
- 4 Middlemoor1n Ramſey, a.. === — — 400 
©» 3. Connington Severals, B, — ——- ————— \ — 00 
_ - 5 Severabs, of Well and Welny : —? — 016 
2 Feſimaar South, R. the fourth Piece from Welney 
1 Me ſtmoor North 8 — —— 030 


— 


4 


— 


— — 


8 287 
81888888888888888 


5 


GON. — 81x TH os © PH di HAI ww dec 


7 


4 1 3 ma, ' * 1 ay w 


77 .q- I 
1482 | DN. 8 ee e 
125 . 3 N — D — 2350 o 
11 Gattuc hs or Longbridge in Wvelingham — 
11 Babygſbarnm Wrvelingham . N 
11 Uymea Farm in Wie ten —— 5 0 
| 5 Lammas Ground in Wicker, near _ Faru —— 023 or 
6 Surton in —Meadtands, next to the Grounds mertioned in 
the firſt Lot. = —— — 035 
> Peſtnoor South, B. D. — — — 00. 
| : Mepall Severals, A. == — Abt Lids ˖ —— 873 
1 Met bwold, ec. D. a Le \ "oh a ers — 400: | 
1 2 Towhſthoor, Go; T- . tres, 425 
2 Whelpmoore, &. E. nn o iS 1 
40a Fer, ...r ee! Ls 
2 Weetham; Wretton and Srokz Com. Dm. ert tbwärt! Stole 10 
4 Gurfe and Gore in Chatret, K. ext Chatres - 85 
I Ft D:ic anioor next WW water — — 2 — 12 
3 Hor fengor Tir Do! tnpton, AL Lange.) \ (14 21210 TORY "280 ; 
N Eu ſymobr, &. B. . EY 300 
2 Hals Fenant Sed 1 EE ==Atzxy Lo =; 3 
| Severals of Well a Welney — 


7 


. 


ie. 


* 


2 _ 8 388 


— — - * 


— — 289 


- 


5888888888888 


3 We 


+4 


0 xp ] 


291A 


; Sores ratet Acres, N. b 


fimegr-dlenthe C. = diο ab 
* 3 H, 5. — oc 32 


00 0 22 —— — A HõjE, 
— | 4000 ooo oo 
00 00 * : EE . - Mm mar ns 
— — S EVENT Lo r. 
115*2Þ Co cio T4141 s | 
* 15 3 Iſlebam Common, — — 230 2 
3 andfcveral—— — rm en. - on 
an Commons — — ND 81680 
2 5 . oh Ginaniaines 77 ieee 
oo 1 B. 2 r —— cg oo 


09 Io ethuvla, & c. E. f:! K — 9 ν,ο 50 
0 20T onmſmorr; &c. Go —_ ——ä—— — ũ — —— o 0 
o 2 elta South Fen and A. EN 161 80 


1 
1 4 


150" 3 * 3, Mydenhall bY all burnt” Fin,“ Eh gr V great Shar and Shippey.. - 300... 00. 


180 
= 3. dir ale imbanked Ground C. next Crouehmone— 115 0 
09 dir Henry Willougbby's Several in Soutberey, Weſt of he 
00 VO Raver | 2 ip WT 076 Bor 
o 4 Curfnand Gore ud Chatres B. next Doddington — ＋ 20 0 
00 3 Dicamoor in. Doddington, A. — K 200 0 
23 Honſemoor; B. —— 1 2⁰⁰ 00 


o2 Hale Fen-and-Seage Fen by Welney C, next : unts the ret. 
OO O2 maining part of- Sedge Fen —— .- — — 195 | oO 
OD 3 Fuſemoor;-ScerÞ. — —— — — ht 500 00 
00 3. Middlemoore-in-RamfeyB. — — | nen — 400 O0 
SA Sir OlaverCromwell's-Severals in Ramſe y, A — yg: 
03 ——— K. 688 — os co — — oo O 
05 * 1 — 8 .— — — 3e 60) 
oo CO. Oe rb fi 518 131701 21 A . een 


, « 7 
1 — — * - — . - 1 . * 1 C%\ 
o C2 OCD Sis 2 4000 c 


cue 2 p —— 1 


— 4 -" 
00 — JF OUR 


8 117757 1 $3.) 88 888898 


ä EiGaHTH Lor. 
þ Swafſham High Fen, 1 —ʃ-᷑s — — 200 co 
A. 
39-3 328 Haddenbam Severals — —  — — 138 oo 
5 : INT 
co 5 Sutton South of- Bedford River —— — ʒ᷑C —— 032 o 
5 & Byall Fen, A.— | . 1 — — 400 00 
4. Mepal Comman ——= — — ——— Cc 3 oe 
8 * 15 of Mepall, i — nm | * * — ——— O22 60 
3 Helgey and Southerey.Commons; A. 300 00 
0 We Weg. er —ů — —-—¼:B — — 200 oo 


"Ml panel South 7 rr ee 
2  Knipht's Fen and Redmoor Grounds B.. 1 oOo 
8 of am, Horningſey, &c. B. — — 100 oo 
4 orwald Common by Stoke, North of WW; iſe — — 3029 oOo 


14333752755 8888888 8 8 


5 4 been in Chatres - — 320 0. 

* 1 5 and Weſt Fen. Cloſe, i r > 7... ati 525 00 

= 3 a ddtemoor C | TER 400 OO 

5 2 "bu ki 51n  Hockwold — — — 100 00: 

3 75 Wart's Grounds in Londoners Fen = m—— 5.00 

- 4 Hen. Midale 1 In Londoners Fen me : — — O10 Oo 
* 4. Severals Teen 10 pO —_ . — Bon) 03 oo 
WV 835 688 — — ; ws bus 0 In 10 23 2750 A 
9 8 2 3 Weſt- 
N 1 c 


3 


cores rated. 219. 5 Acres. R. T. | 
9 F „ 0. —— — — 50 00,, 00 
e 1 — — .—- — e of 
„ 407» N — I ni. | 40 O 00 
8 10) SEC mr—_—_ Landl ING TI) 1 — — 
n 2-8 © an — 
> 10 2158 cy NINA Lor. 
497TH * Sine 1 | 
2> 7 Denver Fen South of Bedford River - = NY 124 oo OO 
20 6 Mr. Wendye's- Ground in Chatrek —: — — 234 6 co 
4 Widdon Severals in Mepall —— — — o08 oo 00 
1. Bream Farm by Ely —— — 0 OO oo 
2 PVeſtnoor South, F. — — — — 200 oo OO 
1 = Fen, B. an ca alle wy new + Bar 
22 30 eney Severals, C. — — —— 975 Oo: oo 
3 Helgey and Southery Commons, B. —— — 300 Oo oo 
— E Mildenhall, &c. C. — ͤ — — 300 oo oo 
: Townmoors, &c. I. — — 200 oo oo 
3 A Several in Lakinheath by Croſſwates — — 008 Oo oo 
2 Hockwold and Wilton Common, A. — — 253 ͤ oo oo 
4 Ladut Fen, D. — — — — — — odo oo 
3 Read's Fen in Helge) oOo oo | 
1 Swaffham Sedge Fen 180 Acres, part of high Fen 5 — 5 | 
part of Croyle 4 Acres — — 189 oo co 
3 Weſi Fen and Weft Fen Cloſe, C. E $00 oo oo 
2 Warbois Fen, Viſtow Fen, Ramſe ey, Eaftmoor, and Pulver 
Fen, and Turfe Fen in Doddington, A. — '500 oo Oo 
4 Denton Common —— 156 oo 00 
2 Knobhalls in Welney, South of Bedford River — O19 co oo 
1 Common of Welne — 134 OO OO 
2 Loveokes; a Several ad joining to common piece — O2T oo oo 
3 Weſtmoor North, T. = — — 050 oo oo . 
2 Weſtmoor-South, T. S — —— — 50 OO oo 
R 4000 ©O. oo 
—_ TexruLor,: 
9 Denver Fen North of Bedford River: — — 256 '00 oo 
9. Several of Denver, by the Grounds of Vell — O04 OO oo 
8. Sir Henry Willou 557 s Several in Sourbery, Eaſt of Ouſe— 076 oO oo 
I Lammas Grounds in Wicken, next unto high Fen ——— 6021 oo oo 
3 Mr. Barrom's imbanked Ground in Wicken —— O07 oo oo 
7 Stacks in Wivelingham — 007 OO OO 
2 Croyle in Swaffham, A. next the Hard Lands —— 200 OO Oo 
2 Fact» Common, A, — 247 OO oo 
2 Sir Edward Peyton's Sedgey Several in Wickeh — 014 oo oo 
6 Rowey in Samerſbam — —..; *, ein 00, oo 
3 Helgey and Southerey Genie, C. — — 300 oo oo 
1 Townmoors, "NC Ko mn — — 200 © coe 
_ > } Mildenball, & c. D. — . — 300 oo oo 
1 Hockwold and Wilton Common, B. — „ 2 222 co co 
4 Littleport Severals, A. — —— 041 oO oo 
3. Mr. Gibhon's Ground, called} Warners, A. next Redmoor — 115 ©0, oo 
. Botſbam, Horningſey, &e. C. . 7 — — 100 co. OO 
3 Norwold Common, BB —— —— — 200 oo oo 


| 2 * 8 — i ; 4 i 3 [4 | * 1 (1 . * , 
. 4 
* . £ 1 . LS 


* 
__ RS 
: 88 „ Lk # 4 


C 126 61 th 


— 3 Warbl, &c. D. - 

4 Sir Robert Bell's Ground in Londoners Fen — —— 136 
4 Sir Lewis Treſham's Grounds in Londoners Fen — 093 

4 Mr. Fincham's Ground in Londoners Fen — 011 

4 The Ground in Londoners Fen, late Mr. Fincham's . 013 
2 Part of Sedge Fen in N elney, North of Bedford River, i 

0 Eaſtward — — oo. 

0 3 Part of Knobbals in Welney, North of Bedford River —— cog, 


-> 5 Three Severals in Walls lying between Popham's Eea and 


539 5 Mid, gor in Sutton 


| Newdihe———— — — — des | 
a Severats in Doddington ——— — — — — 062 \ 
0 2 Peſt vor South, GC. — — — — 850 


— ñ— —— — — —ꝗ—u—F— —13“ð . — | —_— — 


„* 


ꝓEũ—— —_—- —_— — ä——w — — 2 ern 


5 — EIZVZNTR Lo r. r 


—B — =o | * 41 * 5 ih 4 8+ 1 KNOT 7 


— 
— —_—— 


3 5 * in > Upiell,-A. 


—_—_— — 


—— 


n bY" coun 


— 1 oO 


5 Coxneſt's and Mr. Fetherell's Hamlet in Sutton — 006 e 
5 Weſt ben near unto Sutton Meadland, — ,—— 076. co. 


4 Byall Fen, C. — — —— 400 o 
Mepall Severals of Mr. Curter's , by Fure Fen — 
3 Coveney Severals, D. —— — 056 oo 


| 0 Methwold, &c. F 
1 Townnoors, — root — — 
3 Norney Farm a —t 


— — 


4 La ert Severals, 3... — — 203 oo 
3 Roxham Common —— 094 

5 Sutton in Holland, A. next unto the Wride —— —— 115 oo 
4 Pymoor near Wichford — — 152 

4 Normoor in Chatres, B. — — 


018 oo 


— 488 00. 
— 200 oo 
— 079 o 


400 oo 


4 The Middle in Doddington — — — — 200 OO 


3 Warbois, &c. C, — 


3 Ravely Fen in Ramſey 8 
4 Sir William Cockain's Ground in Londoners Fen — 171 


2 Part of Sedge Fen in Welney, lying next of 1 B River-- 010 ©0- 


— 500 00 


1 Feltwell Severals A.. — ————— 216 OOo 
3 HVeſtmaor North, &. a —: — — 050 oo 


2 Weſimaor South, Oc. 8s... — — 050 OO 


1 2342272215715 


40 


| 8 


TWETLTTA LOT. 


4 Waterbeach, 1 Tos /t Fen, Lammas Ground adjoinin: unto 

75 N Fen, = the Several Grounds of Sir Edward 
| eyton, and Mr. Dalton, A. — — 250 

5 Sutton Grounds, South of Bedford River, lying next'to | 

the Grounds of Sutton, of the firſt Lot 109 

5 Part of Sutton Weſt Fen, B. 


— 010 
2 Croyle in Stoaſfbam, B. — — 200 
6 One Several in Woodwalton —— — 6036 
I The remainder of Sautrey Fen, from the Kings 8 part— 006 
5 Severals of Chatres, A. — — 230 


3 Helgey and Southerey Common, D. = — — — 300 


3888888 2 


7 


[ 127 ] 


9 = = 
Acres. R. F. 
719 
# #« © * 


2 Tommmmors, & e. KX!“ H» — err 20 oo 
350 . 437 ies „Kc. — . — 7} o oo 
——ůů YJ x8 Wonne wet 


. * | ; 
. + \ N 0 4 4 
_ — * ver al 115 * 00 OO 


icke 7: C Common and SAT — = "390" 0 oo 
| | 


SY 
20 1EDownb 


>» Elme Common and Severals 


[ & \ \ 


50 3 Ve Fen, and Weſt Fen Cloſe, D.. 8 pr 00 ©O 
4 Stoney and Block en Common, Don — — 40 0 o 
4 Somerſbam Common, E, ——— — — 333 OO oo 

35 Lanbeacb, a Several in Upivell —— —— — coc o2 oo 

383 Weſtmoor North, &. F. —— — 0350 oo oo 

' 2 Weſtmoor South, * MIT; nr 050 OO oo 


- - 
9 — * 
_- AM — mY - — 


"THIKTEENTH Lor. 


— 


4 Neat moor by L well, B — — 230 oo 
1 Wicken 1 0 en, A. K. dene Wicken - — — 120 00 
3 Hale Fen near Coveny =— — — 2180 oo 
14141 „„ — — — 293 oo 
ir Robert Heath's Several Grounds 1 in Soham - oo 
obidbeatd Severals, B. — — — 094 os 

e 

oO 

oO 

O0 

oO 


# 


2 


5 ownmoors, &. M. — Te 

3 South Cloud, a Common of Linens — — 047 

15 I Mildenhall, &c. E.. — — —— 3000 
3 Sir Miles Sandy 8 imbanked Ground, A A. next $23 Houſes— ©70 

7 bt. Hawkins Crouchmoor, next Hale Feti — — 045 ( 

: MWeerbam, Wretton, and Stoke Common, B. next towards | 

Deerham — — 200 09 

4 Stilton Common 0 O0 

3 Weſt Fen, and Weſt = Cloſe, E. —— 500 00 

| ; Watbois, Sec. 5. ern —— 500 oo 

2 Upwood Fen, adjoining to 1 Way —_—_— .. 

O0 

OG 

o 

oo 

oo 


LEY 


888 88888888888 


8888888 


4 Sir Oliver Cromwel's Severals, B,—— * — — 069 
5 Severals of Welney —— 

4 Severals of March and Dont 
3 Weſtmoor North, & c. C. 


2 Meſtmoor South, &c. E.x — — O40 


* 
* 


21 4000 oO oo 


FOURTEENTH Lo. x. 


27 $5 b $408 £* 4 [2731 N g b 1 

— ae Common, D. — :“. — 200 00 00 
11 Over Common yo ͥ — — — — 171 00 oo 
2 Wicken Sedge Fen — 800 oo oo 
2 Mr. Barrow's Sedgy Several — — 921 o oo 
2 Fordham Common : — — 927 oO oo 
5 Wickin Severals, B. 5 —— — 256 .00 Oo 
5 Crollode in Somorſtam — . nt e— — 97 d Oo 

1 3 Helgey and Southerey Common, TLIC — o 

162,272 — Annan = x 

162 25 Mildenball, &cc. FL.: — — 325 0 00 
2 — &c. G. — — — — 454 '00 oo 
5 Sutton in Holland, 4 .— hog? n 77 115 OO oo 


2 Horning ſey 


— 


[428] 


Sorts rated. ARTIE ; Acres N p 
es e High fen . 100 0 00 
3 Dr. 9 — 8 Hor ſemoor imbanked — 225 00 o 
3 An Fen r qo A .·— —ͤ job oo 
808 E. — F 10 Rur OO | 4 
4 Ramſey — by Delfe . d = 
I Feltie2l Several, B.. — —— 1460. co 
ö 3 22 North, 85 — Q dro —— 830 "EO: co 
— » ; | ” 18 | III — ——— 
——— ¾ x 1 785 cu ο N 
4 Swaſſhem High Fen, B. —— — — 200 oO co 
10 Hempftall in Wivelingham r HO 
5 Sutton Welt Fen, C.: , + —— — 117 co oo 
4 Wizsbich Common, iba. ͤ HBO 313 oo oo 
33 Burwell Common, C. 7 160 X OO 
2 Great Metlam, Little Metlam, and the Hale 1 in in Sham, A.— 500 SO oo 
- 1 Townmoars, &c. O. — — — 200 0 oo 
150* 2 BR” 
= > Mildenhall, &c. G. — . 09 00 
: Thorney Farm by Sunny = F e 
4 Quaney Farm — — — _ 2 00 
4 Richard Ward's Several in Littleport by Prall's Wears - — o 03 co 
4 Several of Welney Chapel in Littleport —— — oo & oO 
5 Sutton in Holland, C. 0937 00 o 
5 Mr, Gibbon's Ground in Southerey, lying by Prie#'s Houſes O20 5 oo 
4 Shevens in Well next to the Town of Cel! . 100 oo! os 
; White Fen in Swefhem next Borſham High Fe en — — 200 oo co 
4 Normoor in Chatres, D. —=—— ilk A- ie be oo 
4 Stoney Fen Severals, B. — — p 00 
: 4 Warbois, &c. F. — — Is — 50 O CO 
— x Methwold Several — —— 357 oo. co 
4 Several of Mr. Strange in Londoners fen — =—— 2 oO oo 
3 Weftmoor North, &. . — =———— 050 o oo 
2 Weftmoor . Ge. N J. . Nen 0350 0 oo 
8 ; PP 4000 00 o 


igen Nr ' 
SIXTEEN TH LOT. | 


2 Feltwell South Fen and Mow Fen, OR S606 
5 Sutton in Holland, D. — — —115 oo 
4 Maney Common and Several — 5 0 


2 


4 Waterbeach, &c. B.. — 5 250 CO oo 
2 Byall F. en, South of "Bedford ne. next to Oxwillow 
_ Load ——— — — 100 . do oo 
5 Sutton Weſt Fen, I 1 — — o '00 oo 
1 Wisbich Common, lying between Moreton's Leam, and wol 11 
25 Foot Drain — —_— — CY o ©0 
6 The Remainder of Holme Fen from the: Earl of Portland's | 
Part — — — — oe oO oO 
3 Helgey and Southerey Commons, F.ñꝝß:ꝝÜ —— 300 co oo 
1 Lakinheath, Townmoors,&c. P. — —— 295 oo 00 
150 31 afl, &c. I. — ==” do 0 
o 
oO 
o 


ev! Sy 


LIE: 282 


Sorts rate, 2919 | Acres. 
4 Normoor im anf, CM en mio) er- ο , 00 
Sy Sus Bymnnimoor in D n, lying net 
82 15 3 = N nee, of 294 0 00 
Co 4 Sromyf ab -C—wew r ets; 485 0, OO 
C abbr, -&. G. — — _w\, 4 — $99! oO 
3 4 Severals of Poddi — — . Ferne OO 
05 g Weftmoor North, Oc. X — — % 00, OO 
- -2-Weſtmoor South, Oc. I. — m-— 050" OO oo 
©9.. OD Obo — — 
— — 4000 oo oo 
9 81 HE E NT Lot. 
Kel 4 ate beach, &c. 6. — ue — 20 oO 
5 Byall Fen, Se. OO — — „ OO 
02 { Fidwell Fen in St; 22 - r '066 O0 oO 
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- -— —-2- Hockewold and Wilton Common — — 182 o oo 
A 
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3 Mr. Gibbon's Ground called Warners B. — —— 075, 00 oo 
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3 Warbois, &c. ETD - * bs — . en 7 O0 oO 
: U > 2 Grees 


— ——— 


= 9 of Taxes any yu of the * 95,000 Acres. 


| { 483 F Ry 
Sire rardd, | Acres, 1 8 


o 'of Ae and . 10 nein owürd the. River d * 
Nene — Os "Tn Gal —— — Fe . ao th 
6 Me u Seven in Upwe — ww 0 or 
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20 $ Abella next unto Dawnbam Weſt Fen ————— 152 C oo 
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03 3 Dicamoor, 4 — ; en 1 . 7 200 OO O0 
00 4 Midalemoar in Ranſy, Ei—____— — 375.00 oo 
OQ : Feltwell Severals, [+ ogy — — — 00 oo 
3 Weftmoor North, &c. IJ. F ww 0 00 
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14 Part of Byoll Fen, 6c. — ð — — 100 0 OO 
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Kan That when a Tax of 5050 l. is 2217 on the * 2 1 c which i is called 
a ſingle Tax then the firſt Sort La the 83000 Acres is taxed 48. per 
Acre; and ſo on to Eleven Groats, the 12000 Acres is rated at 18. 1d. 
the Acre... And the Serjeant at Mace 15 N. Level, by Precept under the 

Seal of the Corporation, | in the Nature of a Writ of Habere facias Poſſeſſionem 
at Common. Law, is to deliver Poſſeſſion unto ſuch Purchaſer, as We ee for 


ks 


endet Slogorg I douſyr 32d? pi ids CA: a2 27 ©: 1 ee had ee 
PRO Ars Fa ee Level of the Feng, called Bed- - : 
. ford Level, 4 Right N Richard Lard Gorges, Serweyor- 

| General of bs, or of NDraining, and Superintendant of the Officers 

of "the Corporation ef Adwenturers; May the 18th, 1682. 
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N/ obedience to yaur Order of, the. 11th, of May inſtant, I have conſidered 

how the Middle Level may be better ſecured, from drowning, and conſe- 

dently how it mey be better drained; and in order hereunto, firſt the De- 

&s of the Drainiiig of that Level are to be ſet forth, and is this: That, 

There are ſeveral little Brooks; that in Winter, and in ſuch rainy Weather as 

this is, brings great and incredible Quantities of Water into the upper and re- 

moteſt Part bf the Level from the Outfall; and when theſe Waters firſt come in, 

they fall preſently into the loweſt Grounds of the Level, as Ugmere, Whictle- 

ſeymere, Brickmers, "which alone is above 3000 Acres, and Remſey Mere about 

100; and when all theſe Meres are full of Water, there are no Paine provi- 

ded, by which theſe Waters may be carried AM, but the ſame Drains which are 

to carry off the Sock and downfall Waters; which laſt mentioned Waters, by 

reaſon of the diſtance of the Outfall, and little Deſcent all the way, can never 

go off the Lands till the Brook-waters are ſpent and gone by: For theſe Brook- 

waters do not run conſtantly, though they are, as aforeſaid, great when they 

do run; and in ſuch Seaſons as aboveſaid, do run long and almoſt perpetually 

in Winter time, ſo thatthe Sock and downfall, Waters are ſtopped by theſe Brooks 

running high; therefore this Level muſt always be ſubject to this, till ſuch time 

as Proviſion be made to carry theſe Brook-waters to their Outfalls, For this is 4 River and 
Rule in Dy aining never to be varied from, where it can be done : That it, to Im- 1 — 
bank all Rivers or Brook-waters,- ta carry them to their Outfalls ſeparate from ed ſharato. 
Sock or downfall Naters. And in order to purſue this way of Draining, I pro- 

poſe the Imbanking of Connington Brook from the Hard Lands, and to bring it 

up to the Gate, at the upper End oſ the 19 Foot Drain, which leads into the 
Adventurers Land, taken out of Holme Common, and ſo to carry it between 

Banks by Dyke and Hook-load, ' and there tak in Sautry Brook at the lower 

End of Monk's Load, and ſo carry them together Imbauked through Ugg-mere, 

and Brict mere, and then by the Channel of the old Nene {till by Banks, till 

oy meet with Berry Brook-waters; and then to carry them all three to- 

gether, by Imbanking the old Nene, and through Ramſey Mere on Glaſſinore Side gie, Nene 
thereof, and ſo from thence to March; and at Deipb Dike, and at Whirtleſey andthe Brooks 
Dike End, muſt be ſet either drawn Sluices or $aſs-heads, to keep thoſe Waters 5 N 
from going backwards into V hitrleſey Mere, and all the Dikes Ends to be made zb, Nate. 
up into Banks; and from March this River of Nene to Well-Creek Saſs, is al. 
ready imbanked all the way on both Sides; and this Nene River from March up- 

wards,” as far as till it meet with Berry Brook is very wide, I believe 100 Foot 

or better; and ſome Banks or high Ground on each Side of the River, in 

moſt part of this Reach (except through Ramſey Mere) which if but the Dikes 

were made up, would carry away the greateſt Part of theſe Brooks to March, 

and ſuffer little or no Waters to fall into the Meres. And moſt certainly if no 

more be done, this alone will prevent theſe Brooks from running conſtantly in- 

ta theſe Meres as they now do, and ever have done ſince our Drainipg; and it is 

not doubted, but it may ſometimes be kept from running over theſe Banks even as 

they now are, the Dikes End being but ſtopped only; they, nor will, or can 

raiſe the loth Part of the Water in thoſe Meres, as comes into them by con- 

ſtant running into them as now they do, and have always done hither from the 
lower End of Monks Lode, where Connington and Sawtry Brook fall into Ugg- 

mere 5 4 zver bf Nene ir to be followed to take the Advantage of ſuch Banks 

as it * 15 118 12ge IT t 1028 oily 497 537 ne e 

_ If Feil H rerk runs but à little Rill of Water, and but 4 Foot deep, and at the 

ſame ti mie eleven Foot deep in Water in the Saſs, with a fix Foot Water lyi 

upon the Saſs Doors as that time, at Col. Underwood's Letter the 3d Day 

May, Inſtant, reports, Then it is apparent that Well-Creek itſelf ought to be 


© widened 


Well-Creek widened and deepned as much as itcant And this is that which 1 propoſe for car- 


How to car 
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muft fall fill into Whittle er, 48 No) at pp without4ny 
Freat Preſadice; when the other threz, Which! ate the" great Brooks? bre thus 
carried off, as before et forth. dome m be inquiſtive ha! Operation 
this Imbanking theſe Brooks, and the old River of Nene, from Standground Saſs 
to Well-Creek Saſs will have, becauſe by the Act of Parhame Peder obliged to 

aintgin the Navigation to be fue as it was in the 6th Tear of Ring Chittes |. A 

nat tiſiie and be re,” they 'eduldMmdt' navigate in the Neye” in vety' dry Vea 
nor oftentinies when they were all drowfied z for the Wind did force their Bo 
ro either Side of ſuch little Banks br high Ground as the River Nene then had; 
and now hath; and When the Waters abated nevei ſo little, their Boats coùld not 
get back into the Channel, till they were'lifted hack; ſo that it is apparent, their 
Navigation there was üncettajt, and ever muſt be: And this was the Condition 
6f the Navigation, before the Dr lining of Hancif Earl of "Bedford, 6 C. 1. 
It will be neceſſary to inform you, how this Navigation hath been ever ſince 
the Lear 1649. which was the time that William Earl of Bedford began the 
Draining, and that hath been thus, From Vell Creet Saſs to Witleſey: Dikes 
End, hath been always "the ſame Way, and ever muſt be; only for ſome Mears 
there was a Saſs at Wells Town End, te help' to carry Boats through the Towns 
of Mell and Upwell, but it hatii been broken and diſuſed, and I think taken up 
theſe 140r 15 Vears: and tb keep the River to run through theſe two Towns, a 
Draw-Sluice muſt be always maintained, at the upper End of Popham's Esa; 
and from Mhbirtleſey Dike End to Stangtound Saſs, the Navigation hath moſtly 
gone by Whittleſey Dike to Bevils Leam, and from thence in Bevitl's Leam thro? 
Whittleſey Mere, and ſo by old Nene to Stunground Saſs, which is a ſhorter Way 


ah 0 than by the Channel of t e old Nene to Stanground Saſs 3 and this Navigation 
;  .. hath continved ever ſince 1649, ſometimes better, ſometimes worſe, according 


to the dryneſs or wetneſs of the Seaſon ; but the Navigation from Vhittleſe 

Dikes End to Ramſey, and from thence up to Stanground Saſs, hath not been fo 
frequently vſed, or ſcarcely uſed at all, but in ſuch wet Seaſons as hath filled 
theſe Meers ſo high, that the overflowing of theſe Meers have ſupphed Water 
for the old Nene to navigate in this Reach, either to 'Raniſey or elſewhere that 
way. Now if the Waters of theſe Brooks be carried as before propoſed,” then 
little or none of theſe Waters will be waſted in the Meers, but theſe Brook-wa- 
ters will ſupply the Navigation as they come, and ſuch as they are from Whirele- 
fey Dikes End to Ramſey,” and ſo far as Hook-load: But when theſe Waters are 


thus kept out of Mhittleſey Meer, I judge that Faſſet, Taxley and Coldecot Brooks 
will not ſupply fo much Water as will carry the Navigation through / hittleſey 
Meer, from Whittleſey Dikes End, as it hath done of late Tears to Stanground 
Saſs. Therefore I propoſe in lieu of this, that the Navigation from Whizzleſey 


Dikes End to Stanground be carried to Whitrleſey Dike, up to Vhittleſey and by 
the Lode, on the South Side of Whittleſey by the Lode that leads to Ravens 
Willow, and there to have a Dam made to force the River Nene to keep this 
Lode to Whittleſey ; by which means the Water that is let in by Stanground 
Saſs, will be kept from falling into hittleſey Meer, and ſupply Water for this 
Navigation, which will greatly advantage the Town of Whizeleſey; and J ſhall 
gladly pay my ſhare of it, becauſe the Town of Whiztleſey hath always been re- 
ſpective to the Corporation. And this is all I can propoſe as to the carrying off 
the Brook-waters; and as to the providing for the Navigation, as well as this 
Caſe, with all the Circumſtances and Situation of the Place will bear. 
Nou followeth that I propoſe, ho the Sock and downfalb Waters ſhould be 


off the Sl carried away, from all the Lands lying on the North Side of the River Nene, 


and Downfall. from Poa Dike up to the hard Lands of Huntington: And the main Drain 
1 


the firſt and ſecond Lot in Ladis Fen, and by the Dike to the River of: Nene, 


I'propole,' for that is Bevil/'s Leam, and if the Navigation be carried by Vbir- 
zleſey' Dike as before propoſed, then a Tunnel muſt be laid under 'Whirleſey 
Dike at Angle Bridge, to deliver the Water in the upper Part of Bevil's Leam, 
into the lower Part of Bevils Leam, and fo by Mores Drain, till it comes to 
the North outring of the 200 Foot belonging to the firſt Lot taken out of 
Fen, and by that Outring Dike till it comes to the Diviſion Dike, between 


Or 
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or by Moors Drain, and there to place a Tunnel under the River Nene ; and from 
thence through Reeds Fen, to the Diviſion Dike, between the 6th and 4th Lots 
of Adventure Land in Eaſimer, there to the 16 Foot Drain; and then a Tunnel 
under the 16 Foot Drain and High-way into the Dike-of the South Side of that 
High-way, till it comes to Maggs La e, and from thence to Lon on- lode, and 
ſo to Pell Creek at Nordale, and there to have a Tunnel to carry it under Well. 
Creek, into Marſbland Cut. And ſo theſe Sock and downfall Waters are carried 
to the beſt Outfall they can ever have, without ever intermixing with Brook or 
River Waters: what this way will coſt, I cannot tell; but I believe not much 


more than the other ways that I have here ſpoken of, and which ways muſt be 
more {yncertain than this; and in ſuch wet Seaſons as this, the greateſt: Part of 
it . 0 drowned, beſtow what charge you will, if the Downfall and River 
Waters be not kept ſeparate : This is all that I can. ſay to the Draining of that 
part of the Middle Level, Iying North of old Nene River, l 
Por that part of the Middle Level lying South of the River Nene, though 
there are Upland Waters, as Fenton-lode, and the Upland Waters of Chatteris, 
Doddington and March, yet I ſhall propoſe no new Works for that part of the 
Level, but the Maintenance of thoſe in being; which 1s, the Imbanking Crane. 
brook Waters on both Sides if occaſion ſhould require, from Somerſbam's Town 
end, to force theſe Waters into the Counter-waſh to the North Bank of Bedford 
River, and to maintain the 20 Foot Bank and Drain, from where Cranebrook 
Water is forced into the Counter-waſh, to the new Sluice directed to be ſet in the 
20 Foot Bank within two Miles of Well-Creek ;, and a clear Paſſage to be made in 
the Counterwaſh, for 1 7 140 Cranebrooł Waters into old Bedford River at 
Welſbes Dam; and old Bedford River with the Sluices at the lower End of it to 
be continued, and 20 Foot of the 40 Foot from the Weft Side of the Adven- 
ture Land in Warbois Fen to be continued : And Slade-lode from Chatteris F erry 
to the 40 Foot to be continued; and the 16 Foot, from the 30 Foot to Popham's 
Eea; and the Croſs-drain, from Neatmoor to the 20 Foot; and this is all I can 
propoſe for the Draining of the Middle Level. | 
But all theſe Drains e if the North Bank of Bedford River, and 
the South Bank of Morton's Leam, be not made fo ſtrong and high, as to reſiſt 
2 7 Foot Water. | 3 


As to the Draining of the South Level, which is more difficult than any of To drain 114 


the reſt, by reaſon it is naturally divided into ſo many little ſeveral Levels, 
by ſo many ſmall Rivers, and all running croſs to the Outfal at Denver Dam, 
from Botteſham, Swaffham and Burwell Levels; there is all done that can be 
done, and the Banks that are there muſt be maintained ſtrong enough, and high 
enough to defend them Feel. the River of Grant; and the Saſs-heads of Bott- 
ſham and Swaffham, and the Saſs at Reach, muſt be maintained as they now are; 
and as any of thoſe Saſs-heads, or Saſs-doors come to decay, to make their 


Peers of Brick, for the Wooden ones are too often to mend; and that is all can 
be done to theſe three Levels. 


South Level. 


The Banks of Stretham and Waterbeach Level, muſt alſo be h near Stretham Le- 
four Feet high, with ſuch Tunnels and Sluices as are now in them, to take off“ 


the Sock and Downfall; and this is all I can think can be done for this Level: 


For all theſe laſt mentioned Levels muſt depend upon the Waters of Grant Ri- 
ver glving way to them to drain. 


For Soam Level, the Eaſt Bank o Grant from Wicken Hardlands to Harri- Soam Lee. 


mere, muſt be maintained four Feet high, and 30 or 40 Foot in the Seat; and 
from thence the Eaſt Bank of the River of Ouſe ſpould be five Feet high, and 40 
or 50 Foot in the Seat to Soam new River; and the Banks of Soam Meer River 
ought to be of the ſame Dimenſions, becauſe Grant ſwells up that way ; and 
from thence the Eaſt Bank of Ouſe — be five Foot high, and 40 or 50 Foot in 
the Seat. From Soam River to Prick-willow Bridge this Bank ought to be of the 
ſame height; as alſo the South Bank of Mildenhall River, from Prick-willow 
Bridge to Iſſebam Hardlands; the Banks of the River through Seam Meer ought 
to be maintained. 

The Tunnels under Soam River to be maintained; and the new Drain from that 
Tunnel, to the Tunnel under Mildenball River, near the 20 Foot Drain, ought 
to be maintained; and the Tunnel in the Eaſi Bank of Ouſe at Knewleſs ;, and 
the Brick Tunnel in the ſame Bank near Prick-willew ; and the 16 Foot Drain 

m 


through 


H“? | 

flirough Methan Fens: And this 1 conceive is all "that Ein done fbr Sor 
e ... . ORDOTAT 25415711 
Mildenhall = For Aiden ha Level? The North Bank of MiSenhal? iver, from Milden- 
_ hall hard Lands to Dead Miles end, below Prick-willis'Bridge, ought to be kent 
equal to the Sith Batik of the. fathe River; and from Dead Miles end, the 
Eaſt Bank ef Ouſe in Burnt Fen, through Burnt Fen to Litrleport- chair, "ought to 
be at the leaſt five Foot ig, and 50 Foot in the Scat; and of the ſame Dimenſi- 
ons from thence to Brandon River, and the South Bank F Brandon River from 
Ouſe up to Lakenbeath Lode, of the fame Dimenſions with the North and Sour h 
Bank of Mildenball River; and from Lalenbeath Lode the fame Bank unto 
the hard Lands of Brandon, to be of the ſame Pimenſions; the Banks of Laken- 
heath Lode to be kept equal with this Bank, but the Banks of Latenbeath Lode 
and this of Brandon, and thoſe of Mildenhall, muſt be made of good Earth 
brought in Lighters; where good Earth cannot be brought out of the Waſhes of 
Mildenhall and Brandon Rivers, for the Earth of the Land Sides of theſe Rivers 

will never make good Banks. 5 TW pg Fab 173 
The Banks to Farſwell Brooks, and the Waters of Blackwell and Crofſwell, muſt 
be Imbanked as they now are, and care muſt be taken that no Dikes Ends at 
any time, though in Summer time, be cut throngh theſe, or LITE Banks 
upon any pretence whatever, but to be preſently made up again. If the Tunnel 
be made to run under Mildenhall River, which hath been damm'd up for ſeveral 
Years, then the new Drain from this to the Tunnel under Brandon River, the 
new Dram ought to be new done, and made 22 Foot wide, and five Foot deep; 
and the Tunnel under Lakenbeath Lode muſt be continued, and the Drain or 
12 Foot Dike that leads from this Tunnel, to the Tunnel under Brandon River, 
muſt be ſcoured and kept clean: Mildenhall Drain muſt be ma intain'd, and the 
Saſs-head at the End thereof next Onſe muſt be maintained, and the Turmel in 
the Eaſt Bank of Oꝛſe, at the End of Outring Dike, of the Adventure Land in 
Whelpmoor, muſt alſo be maintained; and this is all for Mildenball Level. Tho' 
probably if it were well and judiciouſſy viewed, there would be reaſon to de- 
fend this Level from ſome Springs and Rills, about Audley, and the Bor- 
ders of the other Uplands, which may be forced by Banks into Lakinbeath- 
lode, or Mildenball; for all ſuch Springs as are found thereabouts run alike both 
Winter and Summer; and Blackwell and Croffwell muſt be Tmbanked and 
forced into Lakinheath-lode : And theſe are all can be done for this Level'called 


Mildenhall Level. Sd Be gg N | 
Feltwell Le. For the Level called Feltrwell Level, the North Bank of Brandon River from 
vel. the bard Lands of Hockwold and Wilton ought to be imbanked to the River o 


Ouſe, as the South Bank thereof is directed; and from thence the Eaſt Bank of Ouſe 
to Stoke or Helgay River muſt he made 6 Foot high at leaſt, and 50 Foot in the Seat ;; 
and the Saſs-head at Feltwell Drains End, in the fame Bank, and the Saſs-head at 
the lower End of Samm's Cut in the fame Bank, to be continued; and the South 
Bank of Helgay and Stoke River muſt be of the ſame Dimenſion from Ouſe to 
Helgay Bridge; and from thence the South Bank of Stoke River ought to be five 
Foot high and 40 Foot in the Seat to the Uplands of Merhwold;, and the Banks of 
Methwold Brook, both of Methwold and Northwold Side ought to be maintained; 
as alſo the South Bank of Stoke River, from Methwold Lode to Stoke Bridge 
of the ſame Dimenſions ; and theſe are all the Bounds that are to preſerve Felt- 
well Level. Feltwell Drain and Samm's Cut, and the Saſs-head at the lower 
End of them in Ouſe Bank muſt be maintained; and if the Tunnel be made to 
run under Brandon River, which hath been damm'd for ſeveral Years, then the 
new Drain that leads from it to the Tunnel under Helgay or Stoke River, muſt 
be ſcoured and made 25 Foot wide, and five Foot deep: This is all that can be 
done for Feltwell Level. 2 dhe. | 
Deerham os$ For Deerbam or Stoke Level, the North Bank of Stoke River from Helgay 
Stoke Level. Bridge to Stoke Bridge, muſt be of the ſame Dimenſion as the South Bank there- 
of is; and Roxham Drain muſt be ſcoured from the Tunnel under Melgay'or 
Stoke River, up to the Adventure Lands of that Level: And this 1s all I think 
$ can be done for Stoke Level. ; | 
; The Drain for the Tunnel under Helga) River muſt be made at leaſt 30 or 
{1 25 Foot wide to Downham Eea, and Downham Eea ought to be deepned 


from End to End; and two Sluices of 10 Foot Water way a-piece, ” * 
L place 


[0135] 


placed at the lower End of that Drain, if ſuch Sluices benot there already and 
this is all that can be done for the Eaft part of the South Level. And for the Ve 
Part of the South Level, Grunty Fen Drain Banks muſt be maintained of the $917 
Level, againſt Downham high Lands, to force the Water thereof into tlie Rivet of 
Ouſe at Littleport-chair ; and the Saſs had at old Huey River in this Bank, ought = 


thence the Weſt Bank f the River of Oule, to Sir fears Viner's L angs 
* ve, Ouſe ode |; 
it : And from the North Side of Sir George Viner's Layds, of the ſame U 
ſions to We Dam; and the 2 f D het Me | 
d Maid Lode and. Moincy Drain, and old Welney Rive 
I can think of for the Veñ Part of the 

Level. But all theſe Banks and other Works will do nothin | 


my Opinion, according to the certain Rule of Draining, which'is, To imbank, all 
Rivers and Brook-waters, and never to put Sluices upon, ſuth Waters, who have 4 
continual Body to preſerve their Channel or Outfall from the flting up by Tides, SET 
For the Draining the North Level, the Drain on the South Side of the Dukes wg hace 
Lands in Peterborough great Fen, and ſo againſt the Eaſt Side of the ſaid ands 
to Pepper Lake, and ſo to Man's Houſe, and then by the new South, Fea, to 
Clows-Croſs, and ſo by Shire Drain to the Sea; Thorney Dike from Catt- water by 
Willow-bill, to as far as the Saſs in the North Bank of Morton's Leam, and from 
thence by the Wides Stream through Marrow, Common to Clows-Croſs, and. ſo 
into the Shire Drain, the Bank and Drain to the Counter-waſh of the North 
Bank of Morton's Leam to be continued; and the Sluices in the fame Bank, juſt 
at Guybirn Corner, to be continued as now they are; and Poft Land Water may 
be taken in by the ſtrait Cut into the River South Eea. If the Banks of Poſt- 
land * Welland be maintain'd ſufficiently all round againſt the Waters of 
Welland, the Work propoſed of making a Bank from the Weſt End of Croyland 
to Dom ſdale Houſe, is a Work of abſolute neceſſity; except you will take upon 
the Corporation the Imbanking againſt the Waters of Welland; from Crow- 
land to White-bouſe and Brother-houſe, and all againſt Bells Moor to Dow / 
dale, 1 propoſe to be ſet on Thorney Side of the old Suh Fea. But all this will 
not preſerve the North Level, except the North Bank of Morton's Leam, Peakirk 
Bank, from Peakirk Town to Crowland Town, and the Banks of Weerington Wa- 
ters be ſubſtantially maintained, to reſiſt a Seven Foot Water: And this is all I 
can think of for the North Level. . | $6 


Having according to your Commands repreſented utito you ſuch Ways and 
Means as ſhall come within my Underſtanding to propoſe to you, for the per- 
fe& Draining of the whole Level, and every part thereof, according as you may 
by the Act of Parliament, and as the Nature and Situation of the ſeveral Places 


thereof will permit; I leave it to your better Judgments to purſue them, or not, as 
you ſhall judge beſt, | | . 


Given under my Hand this 18th of May, 1692. 


RICHARD GOR GE 5s; 
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OsENVATLoNsS made upon the Marſhes, below the Four Cambridge: 
| ſhire Gotes, of the Outfall of W isbich Riser, and certain Creeks 

there, &c. By Richard Atkins, June 1666. 


C Confirms the Method propos 'd to drain the North Level, p. 21, 22. 


Isbech. Channel falleth from the four Gotes Eaſtward, down by Walpole 
| Marſhes on the Eaſt and South, to Croſs-keys Corner, alias Gates-end. 
Corner; and from thence paſſeth towards Terington ank, leaving to the South- 
A Skore of ward an high Skore of Clay, (the only Prefervation of the Town) &c. This 

A. 8 Skore of Clay is about a Furlong, broad, but by the fretting of the Sea daily 
Marſpland, waſteth; an the People of the Place not underſtanding what a Defence it 1s to 
their Country, continually bear away the ſame to the Repair of their Banks, never 
foreſeeing their preſent DEI, if that Skore of Clay were once gone, 
and the Sea at the ordinary Depth of his Channel, ſuffered to come to the Foot 
of - the -Bank.; .- _ .- Poets og en po Ss os vhs 
Lut. Lem. Lutton Leam taketh its beginning at the four ay ee Gotes, viz. Sutton 
Gote, Lutton Gote, Gedney Gote, and Fleet Gote; and all theſe in one Channel 
run through Sutton Marſh, Eaſtward, into the Maid's-Eye, a Channel about + of 
a Mile below Terington Bank, and ſo into Blowdeep ; the upper Head next the 
Bank is called Lutton Leam; the Part below, the People of Sutton, and the 
Fiſhermen call it Toms-mere, and the Guides over the Waſhes call it the four 
Mile Creek. -, © Py | | ; | 
A Creek fal- A little from the Gote Eaſtward, on the South Side of Lutton Leam, about 
om TAY Mile below, falleth in a Creek called the old Fleet; and about half a Mile 
— — below, on the fame Side, falleth in another Creek, called Judgers- Creek; and 
about a Mile and half below that, on the ſame Side, falleth in another Creek, 
call'd Wolmers-Creek;, and about half a Mile and a Quarter, below them all, 
and the laſt that falleth in from the South, 1s . | 
The old Fleet ſerved anciently to bring the Water from Sutton Fields, by a 
Gote of old, laid under the Sea-dike, almoſt againſt the Church, before the 
other Gote was laid. 2 „ 8 ag 
Fudger's Creek and Wolmers Creek, preſerved only to ſcour the Marſh. 
Kings Creek, ings Creek is ſaid to be the ancient Outfall of VWisbech River: This Creek at 
the falling into Tom's Mere, is about 10 or 12 Foot deep at the leaſt; Tom's 
Mere is 14 or 15 Foot deep, and 50 or 60 Poles wide. 
The Leam The Head of the four Lincoln-ſhire Gotes are preſerved, eſpecially in Summer, 
bow preſerved by two great Fens brought off the Marſhes, jult 
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to the Mouth of them, which 


from filting. jn every Spring-Tide afford ſtore of Water to grind down the Channel, where- 
of that on the North Side is the moſt Principal: For the Conduction whereof, to 
the place of beſt Advantage the Leam is imbanked on that Side by ſome cer- 
tain Space, that the Tide on the Marſh cannot fall into it, but by that Fin at the 
very Head, and there by its plentiful Deſcent, ſcoureth to good Purpoſe, that 
which otherwiſe in Summer would be ſilted up. Such Penury there is of freſh 
Waters 1n the Country at that time. Ds 
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A View ef the River of Wisbech, from Guyhirn to the four Gotes of 
King's-Creek, Oc. by the Commiſſioners of Sewers, Auguſt 17. 1618. 


_—__ ” 
cut ewe - ao 


— 2 — 
13 


Kings Crook: Lſo we find that Xing's Creek would be the beſt and ſafeſt Outfall for con- 
veyance of the freſh Waters to the Sea, if a new Channel were cut Line 
+ N thence to the Shire Gote, whereby the Fen Countries might be drain- 

| ed, Gc. | 5 
ö Sure Drain: Alſo we find the Shire Drain which hath not run for a Year and more, to be a 
very fair Sewer: And that it will be made with the ſmalleſt Charge the beſt 


and certaineſt way to regain the ſurrounded Grounds about the Bank of _ 
f | a; 


3 


8 


-* 


Fea;, and to preſerve the North Side of Wisbech: which Drain needeth only 
raiſing and ſtrengthning of the Banks, and bottoming in ſome Places. 


S. Fane, Miles Sandys, O. Cromwell, Robert Bevill, John Cutts, 8. Steward, 
Hen. Karvill, Hen. Cromwell, Fobn Finchman, Rob. Butler, Euſeby Catesby. 


— 


— — 


Certain Obſervations made by G - - B- touching the State of the 
| | Fens, 1606. &c, 


I. Y the Decay of Drains above 500,000 Acres of very frunful Grounds The Decay of 
are made unprofitable ; and thereby 40,000 People greatly impoveriſhed, 3 _ 

2. Navigation is decayed, moſt of the Drains being not paſt a Foot and a Cann, C. 
Half deep; whereby no Paſſage is by Water in Summer from Place to Place, 
with Carriages and Merchandize, as heretofore, | 

3. The Breed of Fiſh-1s utterly deſtroy'd; for by reaſon of ſhallow Water; 
in Summer the Heat, and in Winter the Froſt and Cold, deſtroyeth all. 

4. Hereby alſo the Outfalls to the Sea (all except Lyn, which is maintain'd by % 44. el, 
Rivers not made, but naturally grown) are utterly decayed, and withovt hope ce Lyn. 
to be recovered, but only by the cleanſing of ſuch Drains as have taken Waters 
from the high Countries; by which Waters the Silt from the Sea, which an- 
noyeth the Outfalls, have been avoided and kept back. 

So that although the making Banks hath hurt theſe Fen Countries, as cannot b& 
denied, being called in their Records Purpreſtures; yet by good Helps, and caref-1 
Means, the. Countries were and may be preſerved ; and that not by any means, 
but by the Maintenance of Drains and Sewers, by want whereof the great De- 
cay is grown. ; | . 

Therefore the King's Pleaſure 1s, that the Grounds ſurrounded ſhall be drained: l E 
And common good requireth it: The People and Inhabitants being by ſurround- Drain the Bas. 
ing much afflicted, do heartily crave it. 

Now 1t reſteth how theſe Sewers are to be made ? And it 1s certainly known, 
that in all Times paſt, there have been made and maintain'd by the Law of Sew- 
ers, and yet might, if they might be executed. Gladly therefore would the In- 
habitants of thoſe Parts have the ſaid Laws executed, or have ſome Reaſons why 
it may not now be done by the ſaid Laws, as well as heretofore ; or if they be 
not ſufficient that they may be amended. 

The Grounds ſurrounded may be drained, and that by Drains ; or by Drain- How they may 
ings of Three Sorts. be drained. 

1. On the Face of the Soil, as the higher Part to the lower Part; which can- 
not be here, by reaſon of Banks between the Fens and the Grounds Imbanked. 

2. By Trenches and Drains from an higher to a lower Ground, which hath 
been, and we think 1s the only way. 

3. By forcing Water from an higher Ground to a lower, through a level 
Ground, by placing of Banks wherein to put the Water to increaſe his Fall. 

To drain them, hath been, and will be, and may be done; and it is exceeding 
propeaple and it is pity but it ſhould be furthered : And to further this is an 

onourable Work, and full of Goodneſs. | 

Now it reſteth to be conſidered, whether the raiſing of Banks to ſuch height 
as to hold in the Waters from overflowing, be a Thing aimed at or no. 

To keep it dry Winter and Summer, and to keep it from overflowing at all, is Z mate them 
not poſlible. =_ 

To keep it from being overflown at all hindereth half the Profit. poſſible. 75 

It is proved by the Upland Meadows, and much more by the Fens, the Soil 
whereof is Moor, and utterly unfruitful, without much moiſture; this is to loſe 
certain Things ſor Uncertainties; and leave known ways to wander after No- 
velties, and do no goud. £ | : 

God knoweth what harm, beſides the general Offence to all the Fen Inhabi- 
tants. And in this Courſe none have overgained, except ſuch as have kept off 
the freſh Waters by Banks, and have had the Sea preſent for their Outfa Ils; and 


yet all theſe have drowned more than they have ſaved, and made their Gain by 
others Loſſes, ec, | 5 
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0bſervations of the Flux and Reflux of the Tides at Lyn, Ge. 


Lyn, Auguſt the 8th, 1723. 


H. M. F. 1. 
c8 22 High Water Tide flow'din height-16 ©2 
o 22 Tide Ebb'd back and ſunk ——— 3 rr 
to 22 - —ůů— — — } 0; 
it. 33 — 1 
12 22 - — r 
I 22 — — 2 00 
2 22 — — — — 077 
3 22 « - — 0 4 
Knights-Gool, ditto, : 
06 $59 Fland or Low-water, ; 
8 58 High-water, Tide flow'd in height 9 c8 
Kept flowing, but ſhrunk in 
Ac that time 48 0 
9 58 Tide Ebb 'd back and ſun 1 c8 
160 58 — — - 2 10 
11 58 - — — 2 01 
12 58 - — —_— 03 
1 — — O O7 
3 Oo = — — o C4 
4 ©0 —— — 0 
Magdalen Bridge, ditto. 0 
7 32 Flood or Low. water. 
9 15 High-water, Tide flow'd in height 7 03 
Kepr flowing, but ſhrunk in 
OE m 
11 O5 Tide Ebb'd back and ſunk —— — 2 02 
12 Of © — n— C4 
106 — — O 11 
2 O86 —— —äů C6 
SE. Ha — _ O 037 
$ 05 = = — o 14 
Salters-lode, ditto. 
8 20 Flood or Low- water. 
9 55 High-water, Tide flow'd in height 3 o1 
11 50 — — — —1 04 
1 00. — —— — o OgL 
2 JO k 0 OF 
4 00 — —.— — o o2 
5 30 —— — — O Ol; 
Mepall Bridge, ditto. 
No Tide reach ſo far but the 
3 Water ſwell'd to 034 


N. B. This Tide ran through EY Bridge, about 


three Miles up the River Ouſe, 


ut did not near 


reach Adepall, up the 100 Foot, or new Bedford 
River. ; 


Lyn, Auguſt the 22d, 1723. 


M. 2 


20 Flood of Low- water. Rs 
56 High-water; Tide flow'd in height 1 
thy" * flowing, but ſhrunk in ph 
that tim : 


Ws I. 


4 04 


56 Tide Ebb d back and ſunk 1 c 


Wo, *. 
1 — — 
” — 
i 


56 * 9, — 2 
56 — . o 
O 


56 . — — — 


3 


„ 


Knights-Gool, ditto. 


45 Flood or Low- water. | 

10 High-water, Tide flow'd in height 7 
Kept flowing, but ſhrunk in 

39 that tim 30 


05 The Tide Ebb'd back and ſunk— 1 
4 —— — 3 
20 = — — 1 
19 — ——ᷣv—— — — r - 0 
18 — — — 
30 — * — o 


Magdalen Bridge, ditto. 


35 Flood or Low- water. 
10 High-water, Tide flow'd in height 5 


o7 


— 


Salters-lode, ditto. 


22 Flood or Low-water. 

56 High-water, Tide flow'd in height 2 
he Tide ebb'd back, and the 1 

54 3 Water was fallen —3— 


09 
os 


— 
2 
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Denver Sluices, ditto. 


23 Flood or Low- water. 


9 57 High water, Tide flow'd in height 1 10 
N. B. The Tide flowd through the Remains of 


Denver Sluices toward Ey, one Hour after it 


had done flowing in Hundred Foot or new Bed- 
ford River. | 


N. B. There were ſeveral other Obſervations made, 
but we did not think it abſolutely neceſſary to 
Print them; theſe being ſufficient to ſhew the 
Deſcent of the River from Salters-lod2 ro Lyn ; 
and to prove, that the Obſtacle to Draining is 


above St, Germans. 


8 „ ws 

Hence it appears that the Tide of Flood runs through Lyn-haven ordinatily 
3 Hours, 4 Minutes. 19911 9d dis 1 

The common Spring-Tides rife in height in that time 14 Feet, four Inches; as 
was obſerv'd Auguſt 22. And it was dbſerv'd at the ſame time, that in 4 Hours, 
22 Minutes after the Tide firſt began to ebb back again to Sea, the Water was 
ſank 12 Foot 6 Inches. Si 
Therefore about 4 Hours returns the Water back again to Sea. 

It was Slake- Tide at Lyn at 8 Hours, 24 Minutes; at Salters-lode at 10 Hours, 
22 Minitutes: Therefore the Tide is about 2 Hours flowing from Lyn to Sal- 
ters-loae. | . 

At 10 Hours, 22 Minutes, the Tide was ebb'd back to Sea, and ſunk at Lyn 
7 Foot 3 Inches; therefore by that time the Tide had done flowing at Salters- 
ode, it had ebb'd to Seaward at Lyy, and ſunk 7 Foot 3 Inches. | 

The Tide that is 2 Hours flowing to Salters-lode, is 2 Hours + ebbing back; 
therefore by that time the ſaid Waters fall back to Lyn, it is 12 Hours 27 Mi- 
nutes; at that time the Tide is ſunk at Lyn 12 Foot 1 Inch. The Height of 
the Slake Tide is but 13 Foot 6 Inches. Therefore here is in Lyn-haven but one 
Foot five Inches Water, higher than -Low-water Mark, and conſequently 1s 
ſunk into the Compaſs of the Channel, before the Waters that had pvt up to 
Salters-lode get back to Lyn in their ebb to Seaward. It is not Low-water at 


In, till after 6 Hours (or a Clock) at the time of this Obſervation. There- 


fore here are 5 Hours good for the Waters that were put up from Sea, beyond 
Salters-lode, to retreat back again, and the freſh Waters with them. 


f . This is prov'd by Obſervation, e. g. 

The Waters were all ebb'd back again from Salcors-lods, by four a-Clock, the 

22d of Auguſt, NES 
It requires about two Hours for them to get to Lyn. 

It is not Flood at Lyn till after fix a- Clock. | 

Therefore all the Water that had put up from Sea, has time to get back be- 
fore another Tide puts up. 

And theſe Waters running out to Ses in the Compaſs of the Channel, ſcour 
out the Silt and Sand, and is the Means of keeping the Channel to Seaward open. 

A Tide that flows in height 14 Foot 4 Inches at Lyn, flows 7 Foot 11 Inches 
at Knights-Gool, which is about fix Miles up the River from Lyn; and the River 
between Lyn and Knights-Gool is in ſome places near a Mile wide. This Water 
does not begin to ebb back, till the Tide below Lyn is moſtly retreated to Sea; 
therefore this Water is a great Scourer and Preſervation of the Channel to Sea- 
ward, 

Above Knight's-Gool the River is not above 120 Foot wide. 

At JE this Tide riſes in height 5 Foot 7 Inches : Theſe Waters in their 
Reflux have ſome Action and Power to grind out the Silt and Sand below Mag- 
dalen to Seaward, But as the River at Denver is ſo choaked, that it could receive 
but one Foot, this ſmall Quantity is of no uſe toward ſcouring out the Sand; 


hence the River upward grows worſe and worſe. And now the Bottom of the 


River is higher than the Soil of the Fens, and conſequently the Fens are perpe- 
tually drowned. | 

The Adventurers ſay, That the width between Germans and Lyn, 1s the 
Cauſe of the River and Haven growing up, and the Deſtruction of their Drain- 
ig. But that cannot be: For Low-water Mark at Knjghts-Gool is 5 Foot, 11 
Inches lower than Low-water Mark at Salters-lode: Low-water Mark at Salters- 
lode is two Foot higher than the Soil of the Fens; Low-water Mark at Knights- 
Gool, 18 3. 11 Inches lower than the Soil of the Fens. Therefore not the wide 
River from Knight"s-Gool downward, hinders draining of the Fens, but the nar- 
row River from Knights-Gool upwards. Therefore the Fens can never be drain- 
ed till the River upwards be deepned. And as the River was choaked up while 
Denver Sluices were ſtanding, as well as it is now, fince they are fall'n; it is de- 
monſtrable, there is no way to deepen the River, but by giving the Waters their 
old Courſe, as propoſed in Sec. 8. 1 : 


N. B. Before Denver Slices were built, Low-water Mark in the River Ouſe at 
Salters-lode, was 10 Foot under the Surface of the Fens, (now two Foot above 
the 
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the Surface) therefore this Tide, Auguſt che 23d, which now riſes but two 
Foot, did then rife 14 Foot, and fill all the Rivers above Salters-tods ;/ all which 
Water returning to Sea in the Compaſs of the Channel, did grind out the Sand 
and Silt, and wear the Channel wider and deeper, till thoſe Stuices were built 
And the Rider and Channel being ſo deep, the Land- floods had room to get to 
Sea in tolerable time, and did with their force wear the River and Channel 
wider and deeper every Winter, to the Improvement of Navigation and Drain- 
ing. Therefore when the Land- floods have their ancient Courſe given them, 
they will in Conjunction with the Tides, grind out the Sand the River is 
choaked with; and after that, continue to wear it wider and deeper, as here-: - 
tofdre, to the future Improvement of Navigation and Draining. 
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An A BSTRACT of ſuch. Statutes as hade been made for. avoiding . all | 
1.” Annoyances and Obftrudions in navigable | Rivers, + > 

AJ Agna Charta, Cap. 23. provides, That all Weres from thenceforth' ſhall be 

utterly put down through all England, but only by the Sea Coafts,” 


25 Ed. 3. Cap. 4. ſets forth, That whereas the common Paſſages of Boats and 
Ships in the great Rivers of England be oftentimes annoyed by Inhanſing Gores, 
Weres, Stakes, & c. in great damage of the People : It is eſtabliſhed, 1 ſame 
ſhall be cut and utterly pulled down, without being renewed. And that Writs 


be ſent to the Sheriffs to do Execution. 


45 Ed. 3. Cap. 2. Reciting the Statute laſt mentioned; and that Ships and Boats 
were diſturbed, that they could not paſs as they were wont. And at the grievous 


Complaint of the Commons by their Petition, that the ſame Statute was not 


executed nor kept, It is eſtabliſhed, that the ſame Statute ſhall be kept. Join- 
ing thereto——That if any fuch Atmoyance- be done, it ſhall be pulled down, 
c. And he that ſhall repair the ſame, incur One Hundred Marks Penalty. 


21 Rich. 2. Cap, 19. The ſame Statutes laſt above-mentioned, are recited, and 
again confirmed, NI | 


1 Hen. g. Cap. 12. The ſame Statutes are again recited and confirmed in all 
Points. Joining thereto, That Commiſſioners ſhall be made to ſubſtitute Perſons 
to ſurvey and keep the great Rivers, and corre& and pull down, and amend the 
Defaults, and to hear and determine, and make Decrees touching the ſame. 


4 Hen. 4. Cap. 11. Reciting the ſaid Miſchiefs whereby the common Paſlage of 
Ships and Boats is diſturbed * It is enacted, That the former Statutes be holden 
and kept and put in due Execution. Joining to the ſame, That the Commiſſio- 
ners ſhall enquire thereof, and puniſh Offenders by Fines, at their Diſcretions. . 


12 Edw. 4. Cap. 7. ſets forth, That the former Statutes were made for the 
great Wealth of the Land, in avoiding the Streightneſs of all Rivers, ſo that 
Ships and Boats might have in them their large and free Paſſage. That ſuch 
Annoyances in Rivers are contrary to Magna Charta (upon which the great 
Sentence and Apoſtolick Curſe was pronounced againſt the Breakers of the ſame. 

And reciting the whole Tenors of all the ſaid former Statutes. And that 
contrary to theſe Statutes in diſturbance of the Paſſage of Ships, Barges, Boats, 
and other Veſſels, divers Locks, Weres, Stakes, Floodgates and Diſturbances 
were daily inlarged, to the great Damage of the King and his People. It is 
ordained, That all the ſaid former Statutes ſhall be duly obſerved and kept, 
joining thereto other great Penalties to the King and Informer. | 


23 Hen. 8. Cap. 5. Repeating the Damages and Loſſes by Gates, Floodgates, 
Locks, and other Impediments and Annoyances on Rivers, Streams, and Floods 
whereby the Paſſage of Ships and Boats be letted and interrupted, Directs the 


Form of the general Commiſſion of Sewers, whereby the COP LO have 
Nor 2 | IE: | ower 


| tmn 
power to cauſe ſuch Annoyances and Impediments to be corrected. put down, of 
reformed according to the afore- -I pepnoned, 75 eg dt 1 rate and 
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from ſilting, p. 13. —— His Opinion about Draining the Fens, p. 46.—— 


| Hrs Scheme for Draining the Fens, printed, A. D. 1641. p. 74. His 
TY: Scheme Proves prejudicial to Navigation and Draining,”. P. 47, 48. 
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VW Elland River, how it came to decay, &c. pe- 13, 20, 30 
Wells Harbour in Norfolk, how preſerved by the Flux and Reflux of the Tide, 
| why it now decays, p. 13. 
Weres, prejudicial to Draining, 1 p- 19, 30, 73, 74. 


Weſt-lode, à famous Drain in Bens „ 20. 
Weſtet Pike. John Bavents, his Scheme for draining the Fens, delivered to the 
Participants, A. D. 1650. 43 4 

Weſt-water. A Branch of the River Ouſe, its Courſe deſcribd, p. 17, 30. 
Wisbech Outfall, why it decayed,” Courſe of great Ouſe after the Decay, p. 17, 

18, 20.— Dams made to force Wisbech River to its old Courſe, p. 6, —— 
Wisbech River ordered to be enlarged and dig ged, A. D. 1438. p. 19,—— 
Propos'd to be opened in the General Draining, p. 33.—— Widened by the 
Adventurers, A. D. 1637. p. 17. —- A Sluice but croſs it at the Horſhoe, 


food nor ſeven Days, p. 112. Cauſes of the Decay of Wisbech Channel, p. 20. 
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Mn William, Surveyor : The true Content or Mende of ns in the 
Fens, deſcrib d in — general Plat, lying without the Fen-dikes ;, as they 
were delivered by Him. Fes | bis Oath at  Wiabech, the 13th of Jul, 1605. 


. p. 119. 
Statutes. fred of ſuch as have been hel for the #v0iding all Annoyances 
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Tides. Obſervations of their Flux and Reflux at Lyn, &c. 1723. P. 138. 
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